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FRANCAVILLA FINISHES CAREER WITH 111 WINS

Raiders Will Say ‘So Long’
To Eleven Quality Wrestlers

WESTFIELD BOYS CLAIM STATE RECORD 20TH TITLE

Devil Swim Boys Established
State Record, Personal Bests

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the Westfield High School
(WHS) boy swimmers lost their
opener to Bridgewater-Raritan, 90.5-
79.5, critics had doubts if this would
be the year that the New Jersey Pub-
lic School record of 19 state titles,
established by Trenton in 1957 and
tied by the Blue Devils last year,
would be broken. However, for those
of little faith, the Blue Devils put it
all together by season’s end and
brought the new record of 20 home to
Westfield on February 29.

“When we lost our opener to
Bridgewater, the season could’ve
gone into the tank, but the kids never
doubted that they’d be swimming for
a state title,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bruce Johnson. “They com-
mitted to working as hard as they
could, and that’s what they did.”

After graduating 10 seniors with
state tournament experience and hav-
ing another swimmer not return, the
Blue Devils had an uphill battle but
went on to finish with a 14-2 record,
losing only to Bridgewater-Raritan
and top-ranked St. Joseph’s. That
brought the win total to 698 since the
program began in 1934. Johnson’s
coaching victories rose to 134, top-
ping the mark of 132 set by former
coach Perry Coultas (1977-1988).

The Blue Devils glided to their
fifth straight Union County Tourna-
ment title – Westfield’s 47th in 48
years – and placed second at the

Pirate Invitational, touching out
Greenwich, the Connecticut state
champion. Senior Ryan
Bartholomew became the first WHS
individual winner at Pirate since Sean
Schafer in 1994. At the county meet,
Bartholomew became a four-time
winner in the 50-yard freestyle and
also won the 100 free. Chris Heinen
won the 100 fly and 500 free and 12
different Blue Devils swam on the
three winning relays.

One of the highlights of the dual
meet season was the WHS boys and
girls meet with St. Joseph (boys) and
Mount Saint Mary (girls) in front of
a standing room-only crowd.

“Although coming out on the short
end, everybody left pretty happy,
with lots of good swims,” noted
Johnson.

WHS nipped prep powerhouse
Lawrenceville School, the oldest
swim program in New Jersey, 88-82.
Both teams recorded top swims.

After a bye and a win over
Watchung Hills, the Blue Devils over-
whelmed Bridgewater, 102-68, in the
North Section 2 Public A final.

“Pat Daurio’s 2:01.98 in the 200
IM was the highlight swim for us,”
said Johnson.

In the state semifinals, WHS wiped

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Parting is such sweet sorrow,” –
Romeo and Juliet may not particu-
larly be on one’s mind when thinking
about a rugged Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
that was beaten only twice this sea-
son – West Milford and Phillipsburg
–, and captured the Union County
(UC) crown, the District 11 title and
sent four wrestlers to the state tour-
nament. However, the Raiders will
say “so long” to 11 seniors – eight

who competed regularly at the var-
sity level – but will still be competi-
tive next year with several returning
varsity underclassmen and a fine
nucleus from the junior varsity.

During their four-year careers,
these 11 seniors experienced three
District 11 titles, crowned 18 district
champions, 12 Union County
champs, seven Region 3 champs and
had 11 state tournament qualifica-
tions, tallying one second place, two
fourth places, a fifth place and a 7/
8th place. Additionally, this fine har-

vest of talent elevated Raider wres-
tling to state power status.

“I have been coaching them for
five years. I had them for a year in
middle school. (At varsity) they all
found a home for themselves. All 11
guys contributed something to the
program,” said Raider Head Coach
John Scholz.

Of the seniors, Derek Francavilla
experienced three trips to Atlantic
City (AC). This year, he finished as
the Region 3, 125-lb champion,

Blue Devil Girls Continued
As One of Swimming’s Best

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls swim-
ming has definitely continued to shine
and be noticed this past season as
their strength, depth, maturity and
talented youth raised eyebrows.

“It was a great season in so many
ways,” explained first year Blue Devil
Head Coach Jamie Ruszala. “It was
great fun and hopefully I will be able
to continue on to uphold the winning
tradition. There was lots of talent on
the team, particularly in the junior

class that will be coming up next
year. This year’s freshman class pos-
sesses an immense amount of talent;
at least that is what the girls are
telling me. But, there is no doubt that
the Blue Devil girls swimming team
will continue to get only better.”

The Blue Devils finished 12-3,
losing only to powerhouses Mount
St. Mary’s, Immaculate Heart and
East Windsor.

“We choose to compete against
teams like St. Mary and Immaculate
Heart because they offered much

stiffer competition,” said Ruszala.
“In our last swim of the season, the
meet against East Windsor, it was
simply phenomenal, just awesome.
It was an all around great team effort
whereby we set 39 best times and
captured a first place. We power-
pointed more than any time during
the season, so needless to say every-
one including myself was very jubi-
lant.”

The Blue Devils were equally suc-
cessful in tournament competition

Courtesy of Tola Murphy-Baran for The Westfield Leader
DEFINITELY IN A CLASS OF THEIR OWN…The Westfield High School boys swimming team defeated Cherry Hill
East, 90-80, for the New Jersey Public “A” title at The College of New Jersey on February 29. The victory was the 20th
state title for the Blue Devils, which eclipsed the record of 19 set by Trenton in 1957 and tied last year by the Blue Devils.
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David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT CHAMPS, COUNTY CHAMPS, CHAMPS…The Raider wrestling team celebrates after winning the District
11 Tournament. Eleven seniors will graduate from a squad that had experienced three-straight District 11 titles and a
Union County title, crowned 18 district champions, 12 Union County champs, seven Region 3 champs and had 11 state
tournament qualifications.


