
OUR 114th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 29-114 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, March 25, 2004USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin and Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
CITIZEN CAUCUS…Left, about two dozen Westfield residents meet at the Sumner home last Sunday to formalize the creation of WE CARE (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Redevelopment) and to select officers. Spokesman for the group, Jim Abate, states that WE CARE has several hundred supporters
on their E-mail system, and they seek to expand to over one thousand residents who oppose the redevelopment proposal of HKT Nassua and as advanced by
Westfield municipal government. Mr. Abate says that the group is a not affiliated with any political party, and that it is interested in the vision and future of
Westfield. They can be contacted by e-mail at info@westfieldredevelopment.com or by calling (908) 928-0282. Right, Robert Powell presents the first draft of
financials to the council and over 50 residents, a high turnout for a conference session.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WAITING FOR SPRING…A bicycler pauses last Saturday afternoon at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. In a relaxed
and patient mood, he seems to be ready, as most Westfielders, for the full beauty of spring and the disappearance of winter.

John Wohlrab Sworn In
As County Freeholder

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders swore in the newest
member, John Wohlrab, on March 18.

Freeholder Wohlrab, a business-
man from Linden, replaces Nicholas
Scutari, who departed the board last
month to concentrate on his duties as
state senator. Senator Scutari was in
attendance at the swearing-in cer-
emony, as was Linden Mayor John
Gregorio.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee, introduced Freeholder
Wohlrab to the audience. Referring
to the approaching inclement
weather, she commented that he was

joining the board as freeholder, “and
bringing 6 to 8 inches of snow at
midnight.”

After the swearing-in ceremony,
Freeholder Wohlrab made some brief
remarks, consisting mainly of thank-
ing those who gave him the chance to
serve as freeholder. He also com-
mented on the diversity of the board,
in terms of what each freeholder
brings to the table.

“Each freeholder has his or her
individual talents. Collectively, our
possibilities are endless,” Freeholder
Wohlrab noted.

He added that because there was
an agenda meeting scheduled next,
there was no time for long speeches,
“Now, it’s time I get to work.”
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Goose Gassing Debate
Heats Up in County

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As spring heats up, so, too, does
the debate over how to handle the
inevitable epidemic of Canadian
geese that has plagued area parks
and suburbs in recent years. The
controversy over how to curb the
population explosion of Canadian
geese is pitting animal rights groups
against the county, with both sides
claiming to have the better method
of solving the problem. The con-
troversy has been substantially over
the county’s decision last year to
gas thousands of geese.

According to a statement issued
by the Union County Parks Depart-
ment, from early spring to late fall,
it is estimated that over 5,000 geese
migrate into Union County parks
each day, with each goose generat-
ing between one to two pounds of
feces.

Additionally, the population of
resident geese in local parks has
grown by 15 percent a year, a statis-
tic which both sides agree on. This
glut of geese has resulted in de-
nuded grassy portions of some of
the parks, and in fecal coliform
overgrowing in the lakes and ponds,
reported the county Parks Depart-
ment.

Chuck Sigmond, Union County
Director of Parks and Recreation
told The Westfield Leader that nu-
merous park users have complained
to the department that the parks are
unusable due to the widespread
superfluity of goose droppings,
which is hazardous to walkers.
Some people also believe that the
droppings are unhealthy and un-
sanitary.

Mr. Sigmond maintained that the
majority of residents are in favor of
a goose population elimination pro-
gram in order to maintain more
user-friendly parks and to reduce
their presence on private proper-
ties.

However, Betty Butler, a spokes-
person for two animal rights groups,
the Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese and the
Center for Animal Protection (CAP)
told The Leader that a survey, which
they commissioned, indicated that
the 74 percent of registered voters
are against using lethal methods
for geese control.

“The county’s program is widely
supported by residents,” said
Sebastian D’Elia, spokesperson for
Union County. “The objections are
coming from a very small percent-
age of people,” he added, “and
they are outside animal rights
groups, not local residents.”

Some of the methods employed
by the county last year to curb
resident and migratory geese in-
cluded a no feed ordinance in or-
der to deter geese from migrating
into the parks, as well as fencing,
plantings and chemicals to repel
geese from grazing on the grass,
Mr. Sigmond said.

After trying several of these
methods without success, the
county commissioned the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to bring
portable gas chambers on trucks
into county parks. Approximately
2,700 geese were rounded up,
knocked unconscious and gassed
in the trucks, their bodies disposed
of at a cost of approximately
$115,000 to local taxpayers. Those
funds went to the government
agency conducting the program.

The Coalition to Prevent the
Destruction of Canada Geese filed
a lawsuit in July, after the gassing
of the geese last year. The county,
as well as the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and the Department of
Fish and Wildlife, are named as
defendants in the suit, based on a
New Jersey statute passed in 1982
outlawing gas chambers for kill-
ing animals. The animal rights
groups are considering another law-
suit, challenging the permit pro-
cess as well.

“The extent to which the geese
suffer in these chambers is inhu-
mane,” Ms. Butler said. “And it is
ineffective. It will have to be done
every year. The cost is staggering,”
she added.

Ms. Butler also maintained that
there is no proof that goose drop-
pings are unhealthy.

She claimed that there are alter-
natives to gassing animals, which
have been employed in parks and
recreation areas in other states,
that are more successful, cost ef-
fective and humane.

Geese Peace, a non-profit or-
ganization, is focused on humane
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Thirty Mil. Dollar
Draft Unveiled

For Parking Decks
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After Tuesday night’s regular con-
ference session developer Robert
Powell of HKT Nassau presented
their draft financial analysis for the
parking deck-redevelopment
projects.

Mr. Powell presented some
changes to the project plan. The 17
apartments that were proposed for
Prospect Street have been changed
to 11 units for sale condominiums.

He also proposed to eliminate
9,000 square feet of retail on South
Avenue and to instead have 18 rental
apartments in a four story, 44-foot
tall configuration.

The council, said Mayor Gregory
McDermott, had raised concerns re-
garding the type of retail that was
proposed to go in on South Avenue.
Council members also hoped that
the choices for new retail businesses
would complement, rather than com-
pete with existing businesses.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council would like to see retail there
to draw more shoppers to South Av-
enue.

Mr. Powell responded that part of
the reason for the change was the loss
of rental units on Prospect Street,
and also because of traffic and park-
ing concerns associated with retail
businesses.

Nine affordable housing units have
also been added, bringing the total
number of rental units to 98. Two
affordable housing units would be
added to Elm Street and seven to
South Avenue.

Mr. Powell said that these units
would be constructed so that they are
indistinguishable from the rest. He
said that rental fees for a two-person
family could be $600 for an apart-
ment that would typically go for
$1,800, which generates a yearly
$60,000 to $70,000 per year loss for
the developer. He noted that afford-
able housing was not included as a
requirement in the original Request
for Proposal (RFP).

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst asked how the low-income
housing affects the school impact
study.

Mr. Powell responded that the num-
ber of bedrooms the units will have is
open for discussion.

In the financial report, several as-
sumptions are made. First, it is assumed
that both parking decks operate at ca-
pacity, and that in three years parking
rates are increased by 10 percent.

It is also included in the equation
that the $600,000 currently used
from parking revenue to offset the
operating budget must be recouped
through the decks. It is also as-
sumed that the town will sell HKT
Nassau the land where condos would
be for $2.3 million and lease the rest
of the land. It is also included that
the construction price would be
$16,000 per space bringing the total
project cost to $30,731,776. Main-
tenance was calculated by $300 per
space per year.

“If you look at all the revenue

sources…the most secure are the
land rent and PILOT (Payments In
Lieu of Taxes) payments,” Mr.
Powell said.

With these numbers the decks do
not turn a profit until year seven,
according to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana. He said that the
decks lose $400,000 per year for the
first three years until the rates in-
crease.

Councilman Caruana said, “If we
borrow from the sale of assets to
fund the deficit…we’ve borrowed
$1.2 million over seven years.”

The project “seems to lose money
at infinitum,” he added.

Mr. Powell said that though the
surplus is used for the first six years,
the town begins to gain it back. In
“10 to 15 years its going to get
better and better,” he said.

Councilman Caruana said that ac-
cording to the financials the project
pays for itself, without the $600,000.
He said that it is the council’s phi-
losophy to use money from sale of
assets for the purchase of assets, not

WF Council Will
Continue Capital

Budget Discussion
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the Westfield Town
Council’s regular conference
meeting, Mayor Gregory
McDermott and American Le-
gion Judge Advocate Shawn
Mullen recognized United
States Coast Guard Lieutenant
Jonathan Walsh for his service
in Kuwait.

On next week’s agenda the
council will have a resolution to
adopt a new policies and proce-
dures manual, as required by
the JIF (Joint Insurance Fund).
According to Town Administra-
tor James Gildea this will keep
the town’s deductible from ris-
ing.

The council will also have reso-
lutions to approve the continua-
tion of contracts for motor ve-
hicle fuel and curbside recycling
collection.

According to Mr. Gildea, the
town was under budget last year
in fuel use, and that the two-year
agreement keeps the fuel at the
same price as last year.

He also noted that this is the
last year of a three-year contract
with Central Jersey for the
curbside recycling.

Mr. Gildea, Mayor McDermott
and Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh all noted that there is little
competition in the field and that
three years ago it was difficult to
negotiate a contract for the ser-
vice.

The council approved a re-
quest by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
to hold car shows on Wednesday
nights on June 16, July 14 and
August 11. The shows will close
down Elm and Quimby Streets
from 6 to 9 p.m. on those nights.

It was originally proposed that
the shows be held on Saturdays
in the South Avenue train station
parking lot. WACC Executive
Director Allison O’Hara ex-
plained that there are much larger
car shows down the shore on
weekends, and that Westfield
would have difficulty drawing
cars and people.

After next week’s public meet-
ing the council will once again
discuss the capital improvement
budget. Discussion arose last
week regarding expenditures for
the Recreation Department and
the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration.

Highland Avenue resident John
Devitt told the council that he
sees Department of Public Works
vehicles parked in the South Av-
enue parking lot and said that the
lot should be filled to capacity
with cars.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council is looking into providing
daily passes.

WF BOE Moves Ahead With Funds for WHS
Teacher Laptops; New Strategic Plan Discussed

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion discussed the necessity of pur-
chasing $360,000 worth of laptops
for teachers at Westfield High
School (WHS) at its meeting on
Tuesday.

The board’s tentative budget,
agreed to at its meeting on March 2,
calls for a four-year lease on 150 new
laptop computers at a cost of ap-
proximately $90,000 per year. The

option of purchasing slightly larger
laptops at a savings of $400 per unit
was also introduced. As of Tuesday’s
meeting, no guidelines had been cre-
ated to hold teachers at WHS ac-
countable for consistent use of the
computers.

“If we are going to go forward
with the laptop program, we need to
lay down expectations,” said Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley.

Tuesday’s meeting began with a

presentation by Hal Johnson, WHS
Math and Technology Supervisor.
Mr. Johnson presented the board
with the results of a teacher survey
showing a continued increase in
teacher use of the laptops the board
purchased four years ago, particu-
larly in the number of teachers who
use them several times a week.

Some of the uses specified by
teachers were grading, keeping ac-
curate attendance, and using Internet
access to check for plagiarism in
student assignments.

Board member Richard Solomon
responded to Mr. Johnson’s statistics
by asking if new laptops are really
necessary when it appears that WHS
teachers are putting the current
laptops to great use. Mr. Johnson
would later note that teachers were
also surveyed on obstacles they’ve
encountered when using the laptops,
which included weight, battery
power, processing speed, and secu-
rity.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
balked at the idea of using weight as

a justification for purchasing
$360,000 in new laptops.

“This weighs less than my child’s
backpack,” she said. Ms. Rhodes
would later leave the meeting after a
heated exchange with Board Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner over a proce-
dural matter.

Mr. Johnson’s survey also in-
cluded a list of benefits teachers
got from using the current laptops,
which included improved record
keeping, research, the ability to
create more engaging lesson plans,
and the ability to communicate with
parents through e-mail.

The board heard from a number
of WHS teachers at the meeting,
including Tara Pignoli, a social stud-
ies teacher, who urged the board to
“empower teachers by giving them
further access to new technology.”

Barbara Flynn, a teacher in the
art department, described a multi-
media presentation she assembled
in one day for Back-To-School
Night.
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Tabor Taps Ostrowski
For Commendation

WESTFIELD – Tabor Academy
has named Westfield pupil Eric
Ostrowski to its Commended List for
the first semester of the 2003-2004
academic term. He earned the honor
for achieving an overall average of 80
or above, with no grade below 75 and
no more than one grade between 75
and 80. Eric is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Ostrowski of Westfield.

Cornell Names Hodara
To Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Eleanor Hodara,
a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, was placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester at
Cornell University’s College of Arts
and Sciences in New York.

In addition, based on her academic
record, Eleanor was invited to join
the International Sociology Honor
Society, Alpha Kappa Delta. She is
currently studying in Barcelona,
Spain.

GL JETS Team Captures
First Place in Division Five

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — On
March 15, a team of students from
Governor Livingston (GL) High
School participated in the Junior En-
gineering Technical Society (JETS)
competition at the New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology (NJIT).

Each spring, the JETS coordinates
Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Math-
ematics and Science (TEAMS) at
locations all over the United States.
In this all-day event, teams of high
school students are challenged to
work together to apply their skills
and knowledge in math, chemistry
and physics to solve engineering

problems.
The students are introduced to en-

gineering, which is not typically
available as a course at the high
school level, a day on the campus of
a nearby engineering institution, and
a chance to mingle with other stu-
dents with common interests and
aptitudes.

GL’s team placed first in division
five and has an excellent chance to be
judged first overall out of the 22 schools
competing at NJIT this year. The team’s
entry will then be passed on to the
national level competition that will be
scored and announced in April.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Spring...

...Into action!!!
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Wow, what a difference a week makes. All that 
white stuff is gone, the Crocuses are in full bloom 
and the Daffs are rapidly approaching their bloom 
time. 

Why not rush Spring along with some  extra 
color. We have over 100 varieties of hardened 
Pansies...(a hardened off Pansy is one that has 
been kept at cool night temperatures, and can be 
planted outside in pots or in the ground now!) 

Williams Nursery also has plenty of Primrose, 
Ranunculus (these are very cool...the flowers are 
humungous, and remind me of the tissue-paper 
flowers that my grandmother used to make) and 
lots of early blooming Perennials. 

Bring in this ad and receive one FREE pack of 
colorful pansies with any purchase. ...And yes this 
is a current photograph and our greenhouse is full 
of plants and bursting with color.
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Reminder...
The Friends of the Westfield Me-

morial Library’s Annual Book Sale
will be held from Tuesday through
Saturday, March 30 to April 3, at
the library.

Hours for the sale will be 2 to
8:30 p.m. on Tuesday — 9 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Saturday. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

solutions to wildlife conflicts and
population problems, Ms. Butler said.

According to its Director, David
Feld, Geese Peace works in partner-
ship with local governments, busi-
nesses and community leaders to re-
solve the wildlife conflicts humanely.
The group proposed a five-step
method to rid parks of geese perma-
nently and cost-effectively, while
avoiding cruelty to the animals.

Mr. Sigmond, however, told The
Leader that the county has tried ev-
ery possible method, including those
recommended by Geese Peace, to no
avail and that these alternative meth-
ods are ineffectual.

Mr. Feld explained that all the
steps in the program must be adhered
to methodically and precisely for the
plan to work.

“For the plan to work, the authori-
ties must understand animal behav-
ior and the dynamics of the region,”
Mr. Feld explained. He claimed that
the methods employed by Geese
Peace could not have been done prop-
erly without their first training and
educating the local authorities.

“If the county wants to dialogue

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goose Gassing Argument
Heats Up in Union County

with us, we would be happy to come
in and train local authorities on how
to solve their animal problems,” he
said.

“Show me the science,” Mr.
Sigmond responded. “There is no
proof that their methods work. We
tried them and they didn’t work. We
tried the dogs, the boats and the
repellants. The geese came back.”

“You must eliminate the food
source,” Mr. Feld said, “and train the
animals that the area is uninhabit-
able and undesirable. Egg oiling and
plantings are also employed. This
was not done properly or scientifi-
cally if all the steps were not fol-
lowed in order. We employed a pro-
gram in Monmouth County, as well
as programs in other states, that have
been very successful.”

“Taxpayers need to be made aware
of the huge sums of money going to
contractors, consultants and state and
federal agencies under the current
solution. Residents should demand
that the county do a cost comparison
of all the methods,” Ms. Butler stated.
“The taxpayers need to wake up and
realize how much of their money is
being funneled into these ineffectual
methods.”

This year, the county hired a pri-
vate contractor to take over the goose
problem. After being gassed, the
goose meat will be distributed to
local soup kitchens to feed the home-
less. This switch will be more cost
effective and not waste the meat,
according to Mr. Sigmond.

Ms. Butler said that her groups are
encouraging animal rights activists
and residents to contact their local,
county and state representatives to
support only humane, alternative
methods of goose elimination and to
encourage a comparison study.

A similar debate is also waging
over deer population control and
deer hunting, Ms. Butler added.
The county reported that last year,
99 deer were bagged in Union
County. The animal rights organi-
zations have also proposed non-
lethal methods of deterring deer
from wandering into suburban ar-
eas, while the county maintains
that hunting is more effectual in
controlling that population.

Westfield Memorial
Pool Sets Registration

The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment announces Westfield Memo-
rial Pool Registration Procedures
for 2004. Registration information
was sent through a town-wide mail-
ing in the beginning of February. If
any resident did not receive a packet,
please contact the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 789-4080.

Now through Wednesday, April
14, registrations will be accepted
from last year’s pool members. On
Thursday, April 15 at 7 a.m., regis-
tration begins for Westfield resi-
dents who were not members last
year (in-person only at the Recre-
ation office). On Monday, May 3,
registration is available for non-
residents provided there are still
memberships available (In-person
only at the Recreation office).

For more information, call or
visit the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield, telephone (908) 789-
4080. Regular office hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
 A burglary was reported at a gas

station on Route 22 West. Entry was
gained through a garage door. Forty
packs of cigarettes and $350 were re-
ported missing. Though the incident is
still under investigation the suspect is
believed to be driving a white Plymouth.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13

 Several incidents of damage to ve-
hicles and homes caused by paintballs
were reported in the area of New Provi-
dence Road, Creekbed Road and Poplar
Avenue.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
 A Wyoming Drive resident reported

that damage had occurred to the trunk
lock on his vehicle.

SPECIAL VISITOR…Dr. Patricia Thrower, a local orthodontist, lectured to
the two first grade classes at Holy Trinity Interparochial School. She taught the
pupils about oral hygiene and the importance of seeing their dentist regularly.
Dr. Thrower also stressed the American Orthodontic Association’s recommen-
dation that all children have an orthodontic examination by the age of 8.
Pictured, left to right, are: Steven Guastamacchia, Declan Murphy, Dr. Thrower,
Colleen Verdic, and Nicole Notar.

PIPING VISITOR…On St. Patrick’s Day at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield, bagpiper Sean Collins entertained Holly Baly’s third grade class.

Katie Zaleski Will Attend
Nat’l Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD – Katie
Zaleski of Fanwood, a mem-
ber of the Class of 2005, has
been chosen to participate
in the National Student
Leadership Conference
(NSLC), a leadership devel-
opment program for out-
standing high school stu-
dents.

Along with 8,000 gifted
high school pupils from
across the United States and 45 coun-
tries around the world, Katie will

study, experience, and
develop the skills and
traits that define and iden-
tify a leader.

Katie will attend spe-
cial workshops and
classes where she will
study distinctions of lead-
ership and listen to guest
speakers. She will de-
velop her abilities to think
on her feet, engage in

critical analysis and communicate
effectively.

Katie Zaleski

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thirty Million Dollar Draft
Unveiled for Parking Decks

to offset operating expenses.
Both Mr. Powell and the town’s

legal council Robert Goldsmith
stated that the town is creating an
asset.

Councilman Caruana countered
that the town is “not creating an
asset, we’re paying for an asset.”

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan questioned who
would bear the brunt of the costs if
things went wrong while building
the projects.

Mr. Powell said that the devel-
oper bears the risk because they will
give the town a Guaranteed Maxi-
mum Price (GMP). He said that if

costs go over, the developer is re-
sponsible.

The Princeton parking deck-re-
development project was brought
up several times during the meet-
ing. Mr. Powell explained that they
knew going into the project that
they were going to hit water, and
that costs would be higher to go
underground, but that it was the
council’s decision to do so.

The council will discuss the in-
formation further at a later date.
The governing body then moved
into closed session to discuss project
managers that had previously been
interviewed.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader
COP CONTROVERSEY…A packed house of Berkeley Heights residents and
police chiefs from across the county turned out at the municipal building on
Tuesday night in support of Berkeley Heights Police Chief David Zager. The
Union County Police Chiefs’ Association offered to mediate the conflict between
the township committee and Chief Zager over policies and procedures. Chief
Zager opposes a controversial proposal to create a new position of Police
Director at a salary of $85,000. The township committee postponed a decision
on the matter and will reconsider it on Thursday, April 15.

After the presentations, the board
decided to keep the funds for the new
laptops in the budget. If the school
district decides to purchase the less-
expensive laptops, the money saved
in the purchase would automatically
be put towards easing the
community’s tax burden in the 2005-
2006 budget.

Mr. Solomon expressed a need to
further push the school district’s ac-
cess to technology.

“We need to be closer to the cut-
ting edge than we are now,” he said.

In other business, the board held
its first public discussion on its new
Strategic Plan on Tuesday. The Stra-
tegic Plan, a document formed as a
result of a joint effort between the
school district and members of the
Westfield community, lays down
guiding principles that govern the
direction the district takes in educat-
ing its students.

The school district’s new mission
statement highlights is goal of pre-
paring “all students to reach their
highest potential, and to become pro-
ductive and responsible citizens
through rigorous educational pro-
grams which respect individual dif-
ferences and diversity.”

In a list of beliefs, the district’s
“primary focus is academic achieve-
ment.” The new plan also contains
guidelines for creating and main-
taining an appropriate school cli-
mate, goals for furthering curricu-
lums at every grade level, the need to
“provide more professional develop-
ment opportunities for all instruc-
tional staff,” and increasing commu-
nication and community engagement.

In other business, a number of
parents approached the board asking

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE Moves Ahead
With Funds for WHS Laptops

for a junior varsity tennis team at
WHS. The team was presented as a
“no cost now, no cost ever” team for
at least the first year.

After that first year, the board
would be given the option of having
the team remain parent-funded or
funding the team through the normal
budgetary process.

The group’s proposition sug-
gested that the team could be started
this spring, possibly “in one or two
days” following board approval,
according to Todd Krell, a Westfield
resident who spoke for the as-
sembled parents.

Dr. Foley responded to the
group’s request by saying, “I think
it’s worth serious consideration, but
not for this year.” The board noted
previous bad experiences with par-
ent-funded teams that eventually
came back to the board to request
further funding.

The board’s next meeting will be
Monday, March 29. This meeting
is the board’s yearly public budget
review, where board members will
go over the different areas of the
tentative budget for the 2004-2005
school year.

 



timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

 TIMES
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 13-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959
www.goleader.com

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, March 25, 2004

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial.........4
Classifieds......16

Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-14
Real Estate .... 12-16

More Changes in Store
For S. Plains Library

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

While there have been some sig-
nificant changes at the Scotch Plains
Public Library in the 18 months since
Meg Kolaya took over as its Direc-
tor, she is planning further changes
and initiatives that will affect the
library’s operations in the years
ahead.

“The priority right now,” Mrs.
Kolaya told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week, “is to do
long-range planning.”

She said that work on developing a
new mission statement will begin

this spring and be finished by early
fall. “It will be the guiding philoso-
phy for what we’re doing here.”

The library has recently been so-
liciting opinions from its patrons on
what more it needs to do, and Mrs.
Kolaya wants to put together a group
to address those needs and how best
to achieve them. Shortly after join-
ing the library in the fall of 2002, she
told The Times she wanted the library
“to serve as a cultural center for the
community.”

She said she is also working on
continuing to develop the library’s
non-fiction collection for both adults
and children.

“There’s been a great deal of weed-
ing,” she said, which includes dis-
carding obviously outdated books to
make room for newer editions.

Mrs. Kolaya said she was pleased
at the improvement in the library’s
ability to obtain fiction and best-
selling books, especially the latter,

which are usually in great demand
from library patrons.

“We seem to be anticipating
people’s needs,” she said, which is “a
pretty good measure that we’ve got
our finger on the pulse of the people.”

Anyone who has visited the li-
brary on Bartle Avenue in recent
months can see the improvements
made in the children’s room. “We
put a lot of time and effort” into that
room, Mrs. Kolaya said. New and
colorful furniture has already been
added. “And that’s just the begin-
ning,” she said. Plans to make the
room more user-friendly for children

of all ages are underway, with the
most visible sign being the refur-
bishing of the reading pit in the cen-
ter of the room. The old glass doors
have been removed, exposing a multi-
level reading pit that will soon be
carpeted and surrounded by low
bookshelves. Story times are also
being expanded to include newborns.

Mrs. Kolaya, who joined the li-
brary after five years as Director of
the Clark Library, said improvements
to the community room will also
continue. New lighting and acousti-
cal ceiling tiles have already been
put into place, and she is looking to
revamp the walls so that, for in-
stance, pictures can be easily exhib-
ited in that room.

The library has forayed deeply
into cyberspace, with the number of
Internet stations in the building dou-
bling over the past year. There is also
a new automation system to make it

John Wohlrab Sworn In
As County Freeholder

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders swore in the newest
member, John Wohlrab, on March 18.

Freeholder Wohlrab, a business-
man from Linden, replaces Nicholas
Scutari, who departed the board last
month to concentrate on his duties as
state senator. Senator Scutari was in
attendance at the swearing-in cer-
emony, as was Linden Mayor John
Gregorio.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee, introduced Freeholder
Wohlrab to the audience. Referring
to the approaching inclement
weather, she commented that he was

joining the board as freeholder, “and
bringing 6 to 8 inches of snow at
midnight.”

After the swearing-in ceremony,
Freeholder Wohlrab made some brief
remarks, consisting mainly of thank-
ing those who gave him the chance to
serve as freeholder. He also com-
mented on the diversity of the board
in terms of what each freeholder
brings to the table.

“Each freeholder has his or her
individual talents. Collectively, our
possibilities are endless,” Freeholder
Wohlrab noted.

He added that because there was
an agenda meeting scheduled next,
there was no time for long speeches,
“Now, it’s time I get to work.”

FW Receives $50,000 to Hire
Consultant for Downtown

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

On Monday afternoon, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
the borough would be receiving a

$50,000 grant from the State Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
to plan for downtown redevelopment.

The mayor said that a Fanwood
Downtown Committee will be

formed and that the moneys will be
used to hire a consultant to aid that
committee through a public meeting
process.

She said the committee will be
fully formed within a week and will
have approximately seven members,
adding that members would be from
the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association, the planning
board, merchants, downtown prop-
erty owners and citizens.

After a professional planner was
hired in 2000, a 6.5-acre area in
downtown Fanwood, bordered by
Martine Avenue, South Avenue,
LaGrande Avenue and Second
Street, was declared as an area in
need of redevelopment.

The borough council, acting as the
redevelopment agency, hired Land-
mark Communities in December
2002 to plan and implement the re-
development plans.

Plans for the downtown redevel-
opment took center stage during  last
November’s borough elections.

The current council will continue to
act as the redevelopment agency and
use the area declared in need of rede-
velopment as the framework. How-
ever, the plans from Landmark are
currently on hold, according to Mayor
Mahr.

Mayor Mahr said that it is her
intent to have at least three meetings
to hear comments from the public as
to what they want to see.

The mayor noted that the “first
step is going back to the
community…listening to them.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22), Peter Chemidlin from the
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, Councilman Mike Brennan and
Council President Katherine Mitchell
were also present at Monday’s press
conference.

Assemblywoman Stender, former
mayor of Fanwood, said that, “rede-
velopment will reflect the needs of
the community…not the needs of
the developer.”

Goose Gassing Debate
Heats Up in County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

As spring heats up, so too does
the debate over how to handle the
inevitable epidemic of Canadian
geese that has plagued area parks
and suburbs in recent years. The
controversy over how to curb the
population explosion of Canadian
geese is pitting animal rights groups
against the county, with both sides
claiming to have the better method
of solving the problem. The con-
troversy has been substantially over
the county’s decision last year, to
gas thousands of geese.

According to a statement issued
by the Union County Parks Depart-
ment, from early spring to late fall,
it is estimated that over 5,000 geese
migrate into Union County parks,
each day, with each goose generat-
ing between one to two pounds of
feces.

Additionally, the population of
resident geese in local parks has
grown by 15 percent a year, a statistic
which both sides agree on. This glut
of geese has resulted in denuded
grassy portions of some of the parks,
and in fecal coliform overgrowing in
the lakes and ponds, reported the
county Parks Department.

Chuck Sigmond, Union County
Director of Parks and Recreation,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that numerous park users
have complained to the department
that the parks are unusable due to
the widespread superfluity of goose
droppings, which is hazardous to
walkers. Some people also believe
that the droppings are unhealthy
and unsanitary.

Mr. Sigmond maintained that the
majority of residents are in favor of
a goose population elimination pro-
gram in order to maintain more
user-friendly parks and to reduce
their presence on private properties.

However, Betty Butler, a spokes-
person for two animal rights groups,
the Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese and the
Center for Animal Protection (CAP)
told The Times that a survey, which
they commissioned, indicated that
the 74 percent of registered voters
are against using lethal methods for
geese control.

“The county’s program is widely

supported by residents,” said
Sebastian D’Elia, spokesperson for
Union County. “The objections are
coming from a very small percent-
age of people,” he added, “and they
are outside animal rights groups, not
local residents.”

Some of the methods employed
by the county last year to curb
resident and migratory geese in-
cluded a no feed ordinance in order
to deter geese from migrating into
the parks, as well as fencing,
plantings and chemicals to repel
geese from grazing on the grass,
Mr. Sigmond said.

After trying several of these meth-
ods without success, the county com-
missioned the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to bring portable gas
chambers on trucks into county parks.
Approximately 2,700 geese were
rounded up, rendered unconscious
and gassed in the trucks. Their bodies
were disposed of at a cost of approxi-
mately $115,000 to local taxpayers.
Those funds went to the government
agency conducting the program.

The Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese filed a
lawsuit in July, after the gassing of
the geese last year. The county, as
well as the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture and the Department of Fish
and Wildlife, are named as defen-
dants in the suit, based on a New
Jersey statute passed in 1982 out-
lawing gas chambers for killing ani-
mals. The animal rights groups are
considering another lawsuit, chal-
lenging the permit process, as well.

“The extent to which the geese
suffer in these chambers is inhu-
mane,” Ms. Butler said. “And it is
ineffective. It will have to be done
every year. The cost is staggering,”
she added.

Ms. Butler also maintained that
there is no proof that goose drop-
pings are unhealthy.

She claimed that there are alter-
natives to gassing animals, which
have been employed in parks and
recreation areas in other states, that
are more successful, cost effective
and humane.

Geese Peace, a non-profit orga-
nization, is focused on humane so-
lutions to wildlife conflicts and
population problems, Ms. Butler

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Introduces Budget,
Four Point Muni. Tax Increase

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil introduced its 2004 municipal
budget on Tuesday evening, which
calls for a four-point increase in the
municipal portion of property taxes.

The council received the budget
proposals in late January and in the
intervening seven weeks of budget
hearings and discussions, “we went
through this budget with a fine-tooth

comb,” said Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato.

The original budget plan called for
a five-point municipal property tax
increase, but the council pared it to
four points by making some addi-
tional cuts and anticipating more of
the township surplus.

“None of the modifications (in the
$19.697 million budget) will have a
negative impact” on services, Mrs.
Coronato said at the council’s meet-

ing on Tuesday.
She said the municipal property

tax bill for the average assessed home
of $120,000 will be $1,536, an in-
crease of $48. The average assessed
home, she noted, has a market value
of $360,000 to $420,000.

Councilwoman Coronato said that
over the past 14 years, the average
increase in the township portion of
property taxes has been $52, a level
she termed “terrific,” and which “re-
flects sound financial planning.”

Mayor Martin Marks said much of
the increase in spending this year
was due to mandated, non-discre-
tionary increases in appropriations
for such items as union contracts,
utility rates, pension contributions
and snow removal over the past year.
“Very little else was increased” be-
yond the mandated items, he noted.

A public hearing on the budget
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
April 27 meeting. After the budget’s
introduction this week, the council
passed a resolution urging the State
Legislature and Governor James
McGreevey to take action on bills
that would place a binding referen-
dum on the November ballot asking
voters whether a constitutional con-
vention should be convened to re-
form property taxes.

In other business, the council
passed two ordinances affecting park-
ing and vehicular traffic around Park
Middle School and the high school.
One ordinance will allow cars to
make right-hand turns only out of the
parking lot of a professional building
at 567 Park Avenue, which is located

FW Community Rallies
To Help Robert Cleary

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Residents and officials in Fanwood
are rallying around one of its young-
est citizens, offering compassion and
support in countless ways.

Robert Cleary is a five-year-old boy
who has been diagnosed with
Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD), a ge-
netic disorder that causes brain dam-
age. The childhood form of the disease
is the most severe, with the onset
between ages four and 10. The most
common symptoms are usually be-
havioral changes such as abnormal
withdrawal or aggression, poor
memory and poor school performance.
Other symptoms include vision loss,
learning disabilities, seizures, poorly
articulated speech, difficulty swallow-
ing, deafness, disturbances of gait and
coordination, and progressive demen-
tia.

ALD was discussed in the 1992
movie Lorenzo’s Oil, with actors
Susan Sarandon and Nick Nolte por-
traying parents attempting to find a
cure for their son’s disease.

Every parent’s worse nightmare
has happened to Robert’s parents,
Jeanne and Bob Cleary, who live in
Fanwood. Their youngster was per-
fectly healthy, until disturbing symp-
toms began last year, when he began
to be difficult to control at home and
in preschool. A pediatric neurologist
diagnosed Robert with Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), due to his symptoms and
behavior. Medication seemed to help
for a while. But last summer, Robert
became withdrawn, at times acting
autistic-like in stressful situations,
as well as having visual problems
and losing the ability to write and
draw.

In October 2003, a series of tests
revealed that Robert had ALD and that
there was massive brain damage, espe-
cially in the occipital lobe. The ulti-
mate prognosis for this child is dire.

Barbara Ann Cuccaro, also a resi-
dent of Fanwood, met the Clearys
last summer at their pool club, and
this fall learned of Robert’s diagno-
sis. Although she had known the
family for only a short time, she
immediately became a fundraising
advocate for Robert’s increasing
medical costs. She is currently the
contact person responsible for han-
dling all donations to the family.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mrs. Cuccaro
explained where the money goes and
reported on the overwhelming re-
sponse from residents and officials
in the borough.

The Clearys have medical insur-
ance, but the costs of caring for Rob-

ert continue to increase. Insurance
does not cover everything, and much
red tape must be processed before
help is given. For example, Robert
needs to be fitted for a specialized
wheelchair right now. Mrs. Cleary is
home full-time with her son, and Mr.
Cleary works full time.

Mrs. Cuccaro’s first outreach was
to the families in the area through the
school system. The Superintendent
of the Scotch Plains–Fanwood school
district, Dr. Carol Choye, gave Mrs.
Cuccaro permission to put donation
request letters in the backpacks of
every student in the grammar and
middle schools in the district.

“The response has been huge,”
said Mrs. Cuccaro. “Food is deliv-
ered three days a week by volun-
teers. People are so interested in

Fred Rossi for The Times
CHILDREN’S ROOM… Scotch Plains Public Library Director Meg Kolaya
displays renovations that are nearly complete at the library, including the
reading pit in the center of the children’s room.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
DOWNTOWN GRANT…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, announced Monday at the Double Dipper that the
borough received a $50,000 grant to hire a consultant to assist Fanwood in planning for downtown redevelopment.
Pictured, left to right, are: Council President Katherine Mitchell, Peter Chemidlin of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association, Mayor Mahr, Assemblywoman Linda Stender and Councilman Mike Brennan.
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Wow, what a difference a week makes. All that 
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time. 
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Ranunculus (these are very cool...the flowers are 
humungous, and remind me of the tissue-paper 
flowers that my grandmother used to make) and 
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colorful pansies with any purchase. ...And yes this 
is a current photograph and our greenhouse is full 
of plants and bursting with color.
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Fred Rossi  for The Times
POLICE PRAISE…At Tuesday’s township council meeting, Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow presents Scotch Plains police officer Larry DeRose
with a commendation for his undercover work with the county’s drug interdiction
strike force. Pictured above are Mr. Romankow, left, and Officer DeRose.

across from the middle school, during
the morning drop-off hours and after-
noon pick-up hours. The other ordi-
nance limits parking on a 230-foot sec-
tion of Concord Road starting from a
point 100 feet south of Old Farm Road.
Parking on both sides of the street will
be restricted to two hours between 8
a.m. and 3 p.m. on school days.

The council also introduced a
$380,000 bond ordinance to finance
the construction of a new communica-
tions tower at the south side firehouse.
In addition to replacing the decades-
old existing tower and improving com-
munication between firefighters, the
project will also involve improvements
to the firehouse itself, including a new
roof. Parts of the new tower will also be
leased to cellular telephone compa-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council Introduces Budget,
Four Point Muni. Tax Increase

nies, a move that will help offset some
of the costs of the new tower and also
provide the township with a new rev-
enue stream.

Mayor Marks announced that he had
met on Tuesday with county and state
officials about the deer overpopulation
problem in the Ashbrook Reservation.
The county recently conducted a deer
census there after concerns were raised
about the number of deer-related auto
accidents in recent years and increased
residential property damage caused by
the deer.

“It looks like something is going to
happen later this year or early next
year,” the mayor said, saying he would
keep residents apprised of develop-
ments as plans take shape.

At the start of the meeting, Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow presented a commendation
to Scotch Plains police officer Larry
DeRose for his work with the county’s
drug interdiction strike force.

said.
According to its Director, David

Feld, Geese Peace works in partner-
ship with local governments, busi-
nesses and community leaders to re-
solve wildlife conflicts humanely. The
group has proposed a five-step method
to rid parks of geese permanently and
cost-effectively, while avoiding cru-
elty to the animals.

Mr. Sigmond, however, told The
Times that the county has tried every
possible method, including those rec-
ommended by Geese Peace, to no
avail and that these alternative meth-
ods are ineffectual.

Mr. Feld explained that all the steps
in the program must be adhered to
methodically and precisely for the plan
to work.

“For the plan to work, the authori-
ties must understand animal behavior
and the dynamics of the region,” Mr.
Feld explained. He claimed that the
methods employed by Geese Peace
could not have been done properly
without their first training and educat-
ing the local authorities.

“If the county wants to dialogue
with us, we would be happy to come in
and train local authorities on how to
solve their animal problems,” he said.

“Show me the science,” Mr.
Sigmond responded. “There is no
proof that their methods work. We
tried them and they didn’t work. We
tried the dogs, the boats and the repel-
lants. The geese came back.”

“You must eliminate the food
source,” Mr. Feld said, “and train the
animals that the area is uninhabitable
and undesirable. Egg oiling and
plantings are also employed. This was
not done properly or scientifically if
all the steps were not followed in
order. We employed a program in
Monmouth County, as well as pro-
grams in other states, that have been
very successful.”

“Taxpayers need to be made aware
of the huge sums of money going to
contractors, consultants and state and
federal agencies under the current so-
lution. Residents should demand that
the county do a cost comparison of all
the methods,” Ms. Butler stated. “The
taxpayers need to wake up and realize
how much of their money is being
funneled into these ineffectual meth-
ods.”

This year, the county hired a private
contractor to take over the goose prob-
lem. After being gassed, the goose
meat will be distributed to local soup
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Goose Gassing Argument
Heats Up in Union County

kitchens to feed the homeless. This
switch will be more cost effective and
not waste the meat, according to Mr.
Sigmond.

Ms. Butler said her groups are en-
couraging animal rights activists and
residents to contact their local, county
and state representatives to support
only humane, alternative methods of
goose elimination and to encourage a
comparison study.

A similar debate is also waging over
deer population control and deer hunt-
ing, Ms. Butler added. The county re-
ported that last year, 99 deer were bagged
in Union County. The animal rights orga-
nizations have also proposed non-lethal
methods of deterring deer from wander-
ing into suburban areas, while the county
maintains that hunting is more effectual
in controlling that population.

helping that they have called me and
told me that they have signed up to
help, but have not been called yet. I
told them that they definitely will be
called; they are on the list to help.”

To date, $20,000 in private dona-
tions has been raised. Several
fundraising events have been held,
and more are planned for the future.
The first was held at the Baja Fresh
restaurant on Route 22 in Watchung.
The food franchise offers fund-rais-
ing events, donating 10 percent of
the proceeds. It reported that the
Cleary event was the largest they
have ever hosted.

Fanwood’s Policeman’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) has also taken a lead
in fundraising. A February 28 bus trip to
Atlantic City was a huge success, with
two busloads of residents donating to
the effort. The New Jersey Devils hockey
game held March 19 sold 200 tickets,
with proceeds going to Robert’s fund.
This Sunday, March 28, a performance
by Mr. Ray, a popular children’s musi-
cian, will be held in Morristown.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
spoke with The Times, emphasizing
that she is impressed by the response
she has seen from residents.

“This is Fanwood, neighbor help-
ing neighbor, this sense of commu-
nity in good and bad times. I want the
Clearys to know that Fanwood is
here for them. I think the tremendous

outpouring from residents, senior citi-
zens and the PBA has been truly re-
markable. People have been so gener-
ous with their time and money, and
they have helped the Clearys along
this awful road. The PBA has played
a front line role in bringing this to the
public’s awareness. The downtown
merchants have teddy bear jars as
donation sites. Those helping should
be acknowledged as pure hearts, to
organize and take a leadership role,
people like Barbara Ann who have
stepped up and put their lives on hold.
It is commendable. (All donations
are) going towards current and future
medical expenses. I want to use my
position as mayor to help publicize
this situation. My goal is to work with
Barbara Ann, the spokesperson for
the Cleary family. If people want to
know how they can help, they can call
me at the Mayor’s office or call Bar-
bara Ann directly,” she said.

All those interested in making a
donation can send their check, made
payable to The Robert Cleary Custo-
dial Fund, c/o Cuccaro, 336
LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood,  07023.

For information on volunteering
or any other questions, please call
Barbara Ann Cuccaro, (908) 889-
6378 or Mayor Colleen Mahr, (908)
322-7995. Details regarding
fundraising events can be found at
www.thethingaboutrobert.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Library

Westfield Memorial
Pool Sets Registration

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced the Westfield Memorial
Pool registration procedures for
2004. Registration information was
sent through a town-wide mailing
in the beginning of February. If any
resident did not receive a packet,
they may call the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 789-4080.

Now through Wednesday, April
14, registrations will be accepted
from last year’s pool members. On
Thursday, April 15, at 7 a.m., reg-
istration begins for Westfield resi-
dents who were not members last
year (in-person only at the Recre-
ation office). On Monday, May 3,
registration is available for non-
residents provided there are still
memberships available (In-person
only at the Recreation office).

For more information, call or
visit the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street, or
call (908) 789-4080. Regular of-
fice hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Community Rallies
To Aid Youngster Robert Cleary

RIT-BOUND…Alexander Kasten, the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Kasten of
Fanwood, has enrolled for fall 2004
admission at the Rochester Institute
of Technology (RIT). Alexander, an
Honors Art Portfolio student and re-
cipient of varsity letters in football
and track and field, will major in film
and animation at RIT’s School of Film
and Animation. He will be a June 2004
Pingry High School graduate.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

Thirty Million Dollar Draft
Unveiled For Parking Decks

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After Tuesday
night’s regular conference session
developer Robert Powell of HKT
Nassau presented their draft finan-
cial analysis for the parking deck-
redevelopment projects.

Mr. Powell presented some
changes to the project plan. The 17
apartments that were proposed for
Prospect Street have been changed
to 11 units for sale condominiums.

He also proposed to eliminate
9,000 square feet of retail on South
Avenue and to instead have 18 rental
apartments in a four story 44-foot
tall configuration.

The council, said Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott, had raised con-
cerns regarding the type of retail
that was proposed to go in on South
Avenue. Council members also
hoped that the choices for new re-
tail businesses would complement,
rather than compete with existing
businesses.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council would like to see retail there
to draw more shoppers to South
Avenue.

Mr. Powell responded that part of
the reason for the change was the
loss of rental units on Prospect Street,
and also because of traffic and park-
ing concerns associated with retail
businesses.

Nine affordable housing units have
also been added, bringing the total
number of rental units to 98. Two
affordable housing units would be
added to Elm Street and seven to
South Avenue.

Mr. Powell said that these units
would be constructed so that they
are indistinguishable from the rest.
He said that rental fees for a two-
person family could be $600 for an
apartment that would typically go
for $1,800, which generates a yearly
$60,000 to $70,000 per year loss for
the developer. He noted that afford-
able housing was not included as a
requirement in the original Request
for Proposal (RFP).

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst asked how the low-income
housing affects the school impact

study.
Mr. Powell responded that the

number of bedrooms the units will
have is open for discussion.

In the financial report, several
assumptions are made. First, it is
assumed that both parking decks
operate at capacity, and that in three
years parking rates are increased by
10 percent.

It is also included in the equation
that the $600,000 currently used
from parking revenue to offset the
operating budget must be recouped
through the decks. It is also as-
sumed that the town will sell HKT
Nassau the land where condos would
be for $2.3 million and lease the rest
of the land. It is also included that
the construction price would be
$16,000 per space bringing the total
project cost to $30,731,776. Main-
tenance was calculated by $300 per
space per year.

“If you look at all the revenue
sources…the most secure are the
land rent and PILOT (Payments In
Lieu of Taxes) payments,” Mr.
Powell said.

With these numbers the decks do
not turn a profit until year seven,
according to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana. He said that the
decks lose $400,000 per year for the
first three years until the rates in-
crease.

Councilman Caruana said, “If we
borrow from the sale of assets to
fund the deficit…we’ve borrowed
$1.2 million over seven years.”

The project “seems to lose money
at infinitum,” he added.

Mr. Powell said that though the
surplus is used for the first six years,
the town begins to gain it back. In
“10 to 15 years its going to get

better and better,” he said.
Councilman Caruana said that ac-

cording to the financials the project
pays for itself, without the $600,000.
He said that it is the council’s phi-
losophy to use money from sale of
assets for the purchase of assets, not
to offset operating expenses.

Both Mr. Powell and the town’s
legal council Robert Goldsmith
stated that the town is creating an
asset.

Councilman Caruana said that the
town is “not creating an asset, we’re
paying for an asset.”

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan questioned who
would bear the brunt of the costs if
things went wrong while building
the projects.

Mr. Powell said that the devel-
oper bears the risk because they will
give the town a Guaranteed Maxi-
mum Price (GMP). He said that if
costs go over, the developer is re-
sponsible.

The Princeton parking deck-re-
development project was brought
up several times during the meet-
ing. Mr. Powell explained that they
knew going into the project that
they were going to hit water, and
that costs would be higher to go
underground, but that it was the
council’s decision to do so.

The council will discuss the in-
formation further at a later date.
The governing body then moved
into closed session to discuss project
managers that had previously been
interviewed.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Times
COP CONTROVERSEY…A packed house of Berkeley Heights residents,
including police chiefs from across the county, turned out at the municipal
building last Tuesday night in support of Berkeley Heights Police Chief David
Zager. The Union County Police Chiefs’ Association offered to mediate the
conflict between the township committee and Chief Zager over policies and
procedures. Chief Zager opposes a controversial proposal to create a new
position of Police Director at a salary of $85,000. The township committee
postponed a decision on the matter and will reconsider it on Thursday, April 15.

 

easier for visitors to find books and
other reference materials. The
library’s website, www.scotlib.org,
has also been expanded to allow
people to access the library’s catalog
as well as its archives of magazines,
newspapers and other materials; find
out how many copies of a particular
book are on the shelf and place re-
serve orders for books.

Mrs. Kolaya also has a few other
items on her agenda having less to do
with books and research and more to
do with aesthetics. The library’s board
of trustees will soon be addressing the
building’s roof, which leaks at times.

A new Union County development
grant will finance a revamping of the
library’s entry area, as well as repaving
of the sidewalks and installation of a
new bicycle rack. And once the weather
warms up, some new landscaping will
be done outside the building.
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SWEARING IN…Superior Court Judge William Daniel, right, swore in John
Wohlrab, left, as a Union County Freeholder on March 18 in Elizabeth.
Freeholder Wohlrab’s father, Edward, second from right, holds the bible as
Freeholder Wohlrab’s children Anthony, Alyssa and Ashley look on.

Senators Request Return
Of  Trade Center Items

County Detective Gulbin
Honored for Aiding Seniors
ELIZABETH – A dedicated nar-

cotics and white collar crime detec-
tive who handled tender senior citi-
zen victims who were taken for huge
sums of money in theft scams took
home a special annual award for
sensitivity, professionalism and
compassion at the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in Elizabeth.

Detective Christopher Gulbin, a
14-year year veteran of the office,
was honored by his peers and pre-
sented with the Alfonso Pisano
award for excellence at an after-
noon ceremony led by Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow.

As nearly 100 of his co-workers
applauded in appreciation, Mr.
Gulbin’s wife and family stood
proudly by and beamed with pride
as the cameras snapped away.

“This recognition, memorialized
in a permanent plaque on the fourth
floor of our office, is one that Detec-
tive Gulbin earned through his com-
mitment to fairness and a sense of
professionalism that raises the bar
for others,” said Mr. Romankow.

The Pisano award, named in honor
of a young detective who passed
away twelve years ago, is given
each year to one of the 70 members
of the detective bureau who is ex-
ceptional in working with victims
and dealing with sensitive investi-
gation and trial issues. The parents
of Alfonso Pisano, Al and Carol,
have attended the ceremony each
year to be present for the recogni-
tion given in their son’s honor.

“There are many of our elderly
residents who have worked hard and
who are trying to enjoy their golden

years but they feel helpless and vio-
lated when someone steals their sav-
ings,” said Mr. Romankow, citing
three major cases where Detective
Gulbin spent “days, weeks and
months” to put together evidence
against defendants who committed
fraud and theft.

“Besides tiny child victims who
are physically or sexually abused,
senior citizens are the most helpless
and in need when they become crime
victims and Chris has taken up their
cause and helped bring the criminal
to justice,” said Mr. Romankow.

Detective Gulbin, son of a retired
Clark Police lieutenant, joined the
office in 1990 and worked in the
Trial Unit, the Juvenile Justice Unit,
the Narcotics Strike Force and for
the last four years with the Special
Prosecutions Unit. He is known as a
quiet, unassuming detective who
never gives up and is constantly in
contact with the victims in his cases.

Besides a recent arrest where he
brought an Atlantic County woman
into the Union County Jail in Eliza-
beth last week after she was charged
with stealing almost half a million
dollars from her frail and elderly
mother during a period where she
was ill, Detective Gulbin was the
“mainstay” of the case against Scott
Stetson, a Linden man convicted of
swindling $49,483 from an elderly
Westfield woman through a series
of phony home repair scams over a
five-month period in 2000.

Scott Stetson took advantage of
the widow by claiming to fix a non-
existent squirrel problem and charg-
ing her thousands, Mr. Romankow
said, adding Detective Gulbin
tracked down 26 different checks
paid to the defendant for “hole re-
pairs” for a squirrel problem that
later expert examination revealed
“never even existed.”

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Luvera,
supervisor of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, said Stetson was arrested
after Detective Gulbin set up an
independent evaluation of the
“work” actually performed and
turned up a second elderly victim.
She said $26,000 has already been
paid back to the victims and the
defendant will be jailed again im-
mediately if continuous payments
are not made.

“Chris has impressed every single
person who has had the good for-
tune of working with him,” said his
commanding officer,  Captain
Patricia Leonard.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – United
States Senators Jon Corzine and
Frank Lautenberg in a letter called
on U.S. Attorney General John
Ashcroft and FBI Director Robert
Mueller to gather all personal items
taken from the World Trade Center
during the aftermath of the Septem-
ber 11th attacks to be inspected by
the families of the victims.

“As senators representing 700 vic-
tims of these attacks, we find it
extremely disturbing that Federal
law enforcement officials, includ-
ing FBI agents, would remove crime
scene items to keep as ‘souvenirs,’”
the senators wrote. “It is critical that
victims’ valuables and personal
items be returned to their families.
Supporting these families, who have
endured a life-changing tragedy,
should be of utmost importance to

our government.”
The senators asked specifically for

the return of a Tiffany globe identi-
fied as belonging to a victim whose
parents live in Cranford. The globe
was removed from the Trade Center
debris by an agent in an FBI team
that was sent to Fresh Kills to help
sift through the rubble for evidence,
according to a Justice Department
Inspector General report completed
in December. The paperweight ended
up on the desk of the agent’s secre-
tary in Minneapolis.

The inspector general’s office
found that at least 13 of the nearly
400 FBI agents assigned to the Fresh
Kills operation walked off with items,
including American flags, marble
building chunks, signs, keys and
patches from World Trade Center
security guard uniforms. Freeholder Board Welcomes

New Member John Wohlrab
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders swore-
in new member John Wohlrab at its
meeting last Thursday. Freeholder
Wohlrab replaces former Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari, of Linden, who
resigned his position on March 1 to
devote his time to serving in the
State Senate.

“Freeholder Wohlrab has been ac-
tive in his community and he brings
real business experience to this
board,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “He will be a strong
addition to this board, particularly
as we look to make the most of
taxpayer dollars.”

Mr. Wohlrab graduated magna
cum laude from Seton Hall Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Arts in ac-
counting. A Union County resident
for most of his adult life, he is a
graduate of Linden High School.
He now lives in Hillside and plans to
move to Linden when his new home
there is completed.

After graduation, Freeholder
Wohlrab was hired by J&J Recy-
cling Co. and DiMarco Disposal
Services in Elizabeth. He worked

there for eight years before he was
hired by Waste Management, Inc.

Mr. Wohlrab is Director of Gov-
ernmental and Municipal Relations
for Waste Management Inc. in Eliza-
beth, one of the nation’s largest solid
waste management businesses.

“I’m excited about the opportu-
nity to contribute my energy and
experiences to the Freeholder
Board,” said Freeholder Wohlrab.
“County government provides vital
services to our communities and I
look forward to focusing on issues
like economic development and
better services to families.”

The father of three, Freeholder
Wohlrab has coached for the Linden
Police Athletic Leagues and the Lin-
den Recreation Leagues, and helped
provide a batting cage for the Eliza-
beth Youth Baseball League. He is a
member of the Holiday Meal Com-
mittee for Peach Orchard Senior Tow-
ers, where he prepares meals for the
needy with his family. He also orga-
nizes the Mayor’s Humanitarian Or-
ganization in the City of Linden.

“We look forward to working with
Freeholder Wohlrab. He will bring
his concerns, particularly for work-
ing with business to create new jobs
and opportunities for residents, to
the Freeholder Board” said County
Manager George Devanney.

Chase Personal Financial ServicesSM goes to great lengths to help you grow and

protect your assets – by putting the world-renowned financial resources of Chase

and JPMorgan* at your command. You’ll discover a whole new approach to

managing your money. From the everyday banking expertise of Chase to the

sophisticated investment advice of JPMorgan,* our unique team approach offers

integrated solutions to help you manage your financial life more effectively. And

for a limited time, at our Westfield branch, we’ll give you even more – an exquisite

vacation package at your choice of over 500 fine hotels. Just deposit a minimum

of $100,000, not currently held by Chase or its affiliates, in an existing or new

Chase checking account with direct deposit. Don’t delay. This offer is only valid

until March 31, 2004.

A few days in paradise.
A lifetime of financial expertise.

Enjoy a luxury stay at your choice of over 500 exclusive hotels
around the world with a minimum deposit† of $100,000.

To learn more, call Slavica Coto,
Chase Personal Banker, at 908.233.9789 or ask for her

at our Westfield branch at 302 East Broad Street. 

*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through JPMorgan Investments, a
division of Chase Investment Services Corp. (CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an
affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

Securities are:

NOT FDIC INSURED May Lose Value No Bank Guarantee

www.chase.com/pfs

† Vacation vouchers will be awarded 3 months after date of deposit; account must be open and
$100,000 balance must be maintained to receive vacation voucher. Vacation voucher is valid
for one consecutive 3 day/2 night stay at a choice of over 500 hotels for 2 adults and 2
children, is non transferable and valid for one year from date of issue. Limit one per
household. Offer expires March 31, 2004. Restrictions apply.

© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

Deposits are subject to FDIC insurance. 

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never need
to contend with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with them—
along with friends, great dining, activities,
even a full service beauty/barber shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety of
living arrangements, personalized assistance
and care, amenities and services, delicious
meals, stimulating activities, and scheduled
group outings. Our resident-centered approach

to senior living puts residents first, giving
them options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community
to see what we do to make our communities
into places seniors  can call home.

Ask about our short-term stays

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Lt. Walsh Completes
Kuwait Tour of Duty
WESTFIELD – Former

Westfield resident, Jonathan
Walsh, 32, whose parents, Dr.
William and Hanne Walsh con-
tinue to reside at the family’s Oak
Avenue address, has just completed
a seven-month tour or duty in
Kuwait with the US Coast Guard
Reserve Port Security Unit 308.

Before returning stateside, Lieu-
tenant Walsh was awarded a US
Navy Commendation Medal in rec-
ognition of the exemplary manner
in which he carried out his mani-
fold duties as a port security of-
ficer at Ash Shuaiba, Kuwait,
which has been the hub for the
most massive troop movement
since World War II.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Center For Hope Auxiliary
Holds Membership Drive

COUNTY – The Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care Auxil-
iary is conducting a membership drive
and welcomes everyone to visit “The
Hope Chest,” its resale shop located
at 26 Prospect Street in Westfield.

The Center for Hope provides
physical, emotional and spiritual
support to patients and their families
as they face the challenges associ-
ated with a life-limiting illness.

Proceeds from the thrift shop,
which opened in April of 2001, help

to subsidize hospice care for patients
in need. The store is managed by the
Center for Hope’s Auxiliary volun-
teers.

The Auxiliary’s mission is to in-
crease public awareness of the ser-
vices provided by the center and to
raise funds to enable the center to
continue caring for all those in need,
regardless of their ability to pay.

For more information on Auxil-
iary membership, please call Helga
Thomas at (908) 889-6287.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THAT HAD TO HURT…October 17, 2002 archives: Former heavyweight
contender and founder of the Fighters’ Initiative for Support and Training, Gerry
Cooney of Fanwood, delivers a blow to the chin of Westfield Police Sergeant “Irish
Ed” McGuire. The punch was all in fun as part of the Celebrity Boxing & Dinner
at Temple Emanu-El, which benefited the Weldon FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva) Fund. Mr. Cooney will be participating in another Westfield
charity event on April 24. See story this page.

Cooney Charity Event Heads
For Westfield Knockout

WESTFIELD — Leaders from the
Westfield community will “fight”
for charity, joining boxing champion
Gerry Cooney in the ring. Contend-
ers in the evening of dining and fun
will include Westfield Police Chief
Barney “Grandpa” Tracy, Rabbi
Doug “Preacher” Sagal from Temple
Emanu-El, officers from the
Westfield police force and local offi-
cials. The event, postponed in De-
cember due to a snowstorm, will now
be held at Westfield’s Temple Emanu-
El on Saturday, April 24.

Funds raised from the boxing ben-
efit will be used to support the com-
munity-based Life Skills program at
Centennial High School in Westfield,
a Union County facility for students
with special needs.

Developed by Centennial Princi-
pal Dan McMullen, “Life Skills”
brings students into local businesses
and other venues to gain the real
world knowledge they need to lead
productive adult lives. Principal
McMullen, a.k.a. “Madman,” will
also be meeting Mr. Cooney in the
ring.

The benefit offers a unique oppor-
tunity for area residents to cheer on
local leaders and officials who have
volunteered to engage in a series of
lighthearted bouts with Mr. Cooney,

a former heavyweight contender.
Gerry Cooney, who is donating his
time and talent to the cause, has also
set aside time to train with the “fight-
ers” prior to the event.

Initially scheduled for December
6, 2003, the boxing benefit was can-
celled due to a severe winter storm.
Food, which had already been pre-
pared, was donated to four soup kitch-
ens and homeless shelters in the area.
Richfield Regency, which will also
cater the April event, graciously do-
nated a large portion of their expense
as well.

Reservations made for the Decem-
ber date remain valid and ticket prices
are the same. The evening begins
with a VIP reception at 6 p.m. and
dinner at 7, followed by the matches
at 8:30. Tickets range from $75 for
the dinner and matches to $200 for
the VIP Reception with ringside seat-
ing.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
For more information and to make
reservations, please contact Michael
Kenny at (908) 232-6770, ext. 129.

knowledge of the proper placement
of objects, plants, and furniture
within rooms.  With the use of Feng
Shui, good health, love and abun-
dance are all increased. Dates:
Thursdays April 8, 15 & 22. Times:
7 –9 p.m.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty?  Cookies, brownies,
pies?  Bake your best creations
each week, bring copies of the reci-
pes and share your secrets with
friends.  Taste other delicacies, swap
ideas and enjoy your dessert!
Dates: Mondays, April 19 & 26 and
May 3 & 10. Times: 12-2 p.m.

Women’s Softball League: Con-
tact Yvette Easley at (908) 654-
7131. Games will be played at
Township Ball fields beginning at
6 p.m.  Fees and regulations are set
by league officials.  Season begins
mid-April and runs through mid-
July.

One Day Trips: The Community
School of Scotch Plains/Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department are jointly offering the
following day trips:

Historic Philadelphia, Indepen-
dence Hall, Saturday, May 1. Fee is
$35 per person.  Bus departs at 8:15
a.m. and returns approx. 6 p.m.
Register by April 1.  Bus will leave
from Park Middle School.  Need a
minimum of 15 people.

Touring and Tea at Liberty Hall,
Friday, May 14. Fee: $45 per per-
son.  Bus will depart at 12 noon and
return approx. 4:30 p.m.  Register
by April 14.  Bus will leave from
Brookside Park on Hetfield Ave.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
The Smartest Weasel in the

World Science Workshop (1st-5th
grade): Weasel Robots-  The wea-
sel has two motors, a 3-speed gear
box & 2 photo sensors.   It’s all
yours to make and keep.  Learn
about gears, sensors, electronic
components, circuit boards and
more.  Design and program your
own robot.    Please bring a lunch.
Date: Monday and Tuesday,
April 5 and 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fee:
$110 per person

Adult Programs
Beginner Bridge Lessons:

Classes will be taught by Wendy
Golding, instructor for the past four
years.  You will receive handouts
each week to help you along.  There
will be 25 minutes of instruction
followed by questions/answers and
then hands-on playing.  Need a
minimum of eight players to have
the class. Dates: Fridays, April 16-
June 18 (10 classes). Times: 10
a.m. to 12 p.m.

 Intermediate/Advanced Bridge
Lessons: Wendy Golding, Instruc-
tor, will teach the concepts the
class is most interested in learning.
A syllabus is handed out as well as
a class schedule.  (need a minimum
of eight players) Dates: Fridays,
April 16-May 14 (5 classes) Times:
12:45-2:45 p.m.

Feng Shui: Feng Shui, the 3,000
year old Chinese Art of Placement,
reveals the intimate relationship
between the needs of the inner soul
and the energy centers of our living
spaces.  Through this excellent
beginners course, you will gain the

McDermott Appointed
Trustee at Kean University

UNION – Frank McDermott, Esq.
was sworn in as a new member of the
Kean University Board of Trustees
during its meeting held on March 8.
Appointed by Governor James
McGreevey, Mr. McDermott was
sworn in by Robert Cockren, Esq.,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

A World War II veteran and former
New Jersey legislator,  Mr.
McDermott is cur-
rently a senior part-
ner in Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro
& Murphy of Liberty
Corner one of the larg-
est and most promi-
nent labor law firms
in the state.

Mr. McDermott be-
gan his political ca-
reer in 1955, when he
served as New Jersey
delegate to the White
House Conference on
Education. He was elected to the
General Assembly of New Jersey for
the 20th district in 1963, and chosen
as leader of the Union County As-
sembly delegation in 1964. He was
assistant majority leader in 1965 and
became assembly minority leader in
1966. The following year, Mr.
McDermott was elected to the New
Jersey Senate. In 1968 he became

senate majority leader, and in 1969,
he assumed the post of president of
the senate and was also acting gover-
nor when Governor Richard Hughes
was out of the state. From 1970 to
1973, Mr. McDermott was president
Pro Tem of the senate. And, from
1976 to 1977, he was once again
assemblyman for the 20th district.

Though Mr. McDermott has an
extensive political and
legal background, he
is no stranger to the
academic world. He
also worked for more
than 12 years as co-
adjutant staff member
at the Rutgers Univer-
sity Institute of Man-
agement and Labor
Relations.

Mr. McDermott
holds four academic
degrees: a Bachelor of
Arts from Columbia

College, a Juris Doctor from Colum-
bia Law School, a Master of Public
Administration and a Master of Laws,
both from New York University. He
is admitted to practice law in New
Jersey, New York, the District of
Columbia and before the Supreme
Court of the United States.

Mr. McDermott currently resides
in Westfield with his wife, Patricia.

Frank McDermott

State-Of-The-Art
Wrinkle Care Featuring

RESTYLANE
&

BOTOX
Additional Procedures:

• Leg Vein Removal
• Chemical Peels
• Laser Surgery

• Hair Transplantation

Regain That 
Youthful 
Appearance!

Darryl S. Weiss, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

908-232-9100
Scotch Plains, NJ

www.weissmd.com

DCA Awards $150,000
Grant to Union County

TRENTON – Department of Com-
munity Affairs (DCA) Commissioner
Susan Bass Levin awarded a
$150,000 Smart Future Grant to
Union County. The county will use
the funds to study land use and trans-
portation issues linked to Route 28
and the Raritan Valley Rail Line, and
the needs of eight towns along these
transportation corridors.

“Traffic is a serious issue through-
out the state, and with grants like
this, we are working to create plans
that solve the problem,” said Com-
missioner Levin. “This grant will
result in a tangible plan that Union
County can use to make it easier to
travel along Route 28 and to capital-
ize on the exceptional NJ Transit
service provided by the Raritan Val-
ley Line.”

“Union County recently completed
a study of the traffic patterns along
its roadways that parallel the Raritan
Valley and is continuing to look at
the potential for increased service on
the line though its Cross County
Transit Study,” said Union County
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan. “This
grant will allow us to tie these efforts
to economic development and help
us identify where new housing can
be built in proximity to the train.
This will enable us to create a better
quality of life and also jumpstart the
creation of new business that can
benefit from the county’s excellent
proximity to Manhattan.”

In addition to the county, the eight
towns that will benefit from this study
include Plainfield, Westfield,
Garwood, Roselle Park, Fanwood,
Cranford, Union Township and Hill-
side.

Results from the study will in-
clude recommendations on how to
improve vehicle and pedestrian traf-
fic along Route 28 and focus on the
needs of communities along the
Raritan Valley Line. Specifically, the
plan will address land use and the
ways that redevelopment can comple-
ment New Jersey Transit projects
already underway in the area, as well
as focus on reducing overall traffic
congestion.

Four of these eight towns also re-
ceived Smart Future Planning Grants

for additional more localized
projects.

Union Township received $80,000
to creat a plan focused on mass tran-
sit development.

Fanwood received $50,000 to cre-
ate a redevelopment plan that will tie
the town’s downtown district to the
Raritan Valley Line. Fanwood’s plan
will also serve to improve its down-
town district by making it more pe-
destrian friendly and providing
mixed-use areas where business and
housing can thrive together.

Cranford received $12,000 to bal-
ance the downtown district’s pe-
destrian traffic and parking needs,
and to complement its planned pub-
lic space improvement projects.
And Hillside received $20,000 to
create an overall redevelopment
plan that links its local plan with
the state Department of
Transportation’s Route 22 redevel-
opment plan and Union County’s
plans to redevelop the Elizabeth/
Hillside/Union area.

DCA awards Smart Future Grants
as part of Governor James
McGreevey’s Smart Growth Initia-
tive. The grants are funded through
DCA’s Office of Smart Growth, pro-
viding county and municipal plan-
ners access to state experts from
DCA, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the Depart-
ment of Transportation, as well as
funds to work with outside consult-
ants with specialized expertise.

Gardening Programs
On Tap at Arboretum
SUMMIT — The Reeves-Reed

Arboretum, located at 165 Hobart
Avenue in Summit, will hold a work-
shop/tutorial called Gardening One-
on-One on two Thursdays from 7 to
9 p.m.

The April 8 class will focus on
light, soil testing and amendments,
tool selection, creating a paper plan,
and locating resources. On April 15,
participants will each be granted a
half hour consultation with a profes-
sional horticulturist.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-8787.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Prevention Links

This continues a series of articles
highlighting the 22 community ser-
vice agencies that are part of the
United Fund of Westfield.  The 22
agencies reflect the needs of today’s
society.  Those who seek help are
provided with people-oriented ser-
vices that are partially funded through
contributions to the United Fund of
Westfield.

* * * * * * *
Prevention Links is a not-for-profit

agency that takes a leadership role in
the prevention of alcohol, tobacco
and drug abuse. Substance abuse pre-
vention and healthy living skill pro-
grams are available for pre-kinder-
garten children through senior citi-
zens.

In Westfield, trained presenters
from Prevention Links teach “Pre-
historic Pals,” an anger management
program, to all kindergarten students
in the Westfield Public Schools.

First graders are presented “Forest
Friends,” a developmental puppet
program designed to help children
learn about and deal with feelings of
honesty and respect. For the past two
years, “Forest Friends” has been made
possible through funding by the
United Fund of Westfield.

“‘Forest Friends’ reinforces what
the children are learning in school,”
noted Samantha Harries, educator
for Prevention Links. “We are con-
stantly hearing good feedback from
Westfield teachers following the ‘For-
est Friends’ sessions.  They tell us
how their students are more willing
to express themselves and talk about
issues that may be troubling them,”
she added.

The Westfield Public Schools have
initiated an anti-bullying program
this year and one of the “Forest
Friends” puppet shows coincides with
this initiative. It features Flip the
frog, who is teased by the older frogs
for not knowing how to jump lily
pads.  The Prevention Links pre-
senter helps the students talk about
Flip’s feelings of embarrassment,
anger and sadness at being teased.

There are five sessions in the “For-
est Friends” program, each dealing
with a different challenge faced by
young children as told through ani-
mal puppets.

Mary Landriau, another trained
educator for Prevention Links, said,
“the ‘Forest Friends’ program pre-
sents life skills and the opportunity
to practice these skills in a fun, safe
and supportive environment.  It is a
great program that I have had the
privilege to provide to Westfield stu-
dents.”

This year, more than 460 first grad-
ers have had the opportunity to re-
ceive the guidance and lessons pro-
vided by the program.

Samantha Harries further supports
the program with survey statistics.
During the first of five “Forest
Friends” sessions, all the first grad-
ers are asked to answer seven ques-
tions.  Following the last session on
decision-making skills, the same
questions are asked again.

Samantha found that there was a
35 percent improvement in the
children’s understanding of self-im-
age and self-esteem.  There was a 56
percent increase in awareness among

the students in acknowledging that it
is not healthy to keep feelings inside
and in understanding who they can
go to for help.

Samantha thanked the United Fund
of Westfield for its support “in help-
ing Prevention Links reach out to
students with our successful pro-
grams.”

Prevention Links has been in exist-
ence since 1970, and is an affiliate of
the New Jersey Prevention Network.
Prevention Links provides speakers
and training, pamphlets, videos, post-
ers and reference materials for schools,
law enforcement, community/civic
organizations, municipal alliances,
legislators, faith communities, and
special population groups, as well as
the general public.

The Prevention Links resource
center distributes over 118,000 pieces
of literature annually without charge
and the agency serves approximately
22,000 people throughout Union
County.

Prevention Links is one of 22 agen-
cies supported by the United Fund of
Westfield.  For more information
about how to support these local
service organizations, please con-
tact Linda Maggio, Executive Direc-
tor of the United Fund of Westfield,
at (908) 233-2113.  For information
about the services and volunteer op-
portunities provided by Prevention
Links, please call (732) 381-4100.

Reader Claims Media Censorship,
Defends Editorial on The Passion

What itches us more than almost any-
thing else? When someone points a mir-
ror in our direction. Michelle
LePoidevin’s brave A&E column weeks
ago on The Passion was not an attack; it
was merely a defense. Upon a closer
reading of her piece following last week’s
slew of scalding material opposing her,
it became evident to me that Ms.
LePoidevin’s intent was not to insult
fears of anti-Semitism but, simply, to
bring to light what Christians have been
viewing as anti-Christian.

First off, let’s loathe the term “Christ
killer”. Face facts — the Holy Land at
that time made up of only Jewish citi-
zens and Romans. Hence, there didn’t
seem to be much of a choice for other
races or religions to hold court as “pros-
ecutors”, and to place “blame” on one
article of faith screams ignorance — it
was plain geography. It would have been
anybody in power.

I consider myself what I term a “float-
ing Christian” unbound to any sect, and
I try to be open-minded. In fact, I own a
gold menorah, which I prefer to light
every Hanukkah night in December be-
cause: one, I guess I’m an idealist who
wishes religions would find more com-
mon ground; two, it represents a holiday
honoring my god of the Old Testament
as well; and, three, it is, quite plainly, a
beautiful piece.

I have Jewish students strongly bound
in their faith and who are concerned
about anti-Semitism not only in Europe
but in their hometowns as well. I am in
full in the knowledge of anti-Semitic
fears, but all in all I just cannot see my
way clear to anyone who would feel

offended by this movie; and I cannot
identify with those who would be out-
raged by Ms. LePoidevin’s defense in
face of what she considers her own
religion’s persecution.

I myself was “outraged” that, months
ago, some were calling for the outright
banning of The Passion, labeling Mel
Gibson an anti-Semite in the process
(ironically and inadvertently, they only
made it a blockbuster).

Has it gotten to the point where it is
considered “inappropriate” and “offen-
sive” for Christians to shed pride in
their beliefs and the foundations of those
beliefs? Our ancestors fled Europe for
the promise of religious rights and free-
doms, but the spoilers followed them
over, and now it seems we’re returning
to the same boat.

I am absolutely for the right to hold
one’s own opinion — remember the
Bill of Rights? Jerry Springer cites them
all the time, and we have become si-
lenced and tolerant in face of him. But
when someone defends her religion from
media attack, suddenly she is vilified,
stomped, chewed up and spit out by
some of you.

There seems to be an incongruity
here that bends toward and therefore
leaves alone those who abuse our free-
doms (Springer) for the promotion of
his perversions, but only lashes out
against those who call upon those rights
precisely for which they were origi-
nally designed — defense in the face of
oppression.

Last year a student at WHS and I
worked independently to uncover the
drug problem at WHS, and for over two
months we fought the powers that be at
this paper to print our findings. We
were shunned tooth and nail — “The
problem’s everywhere; you can’t do
anything about it,” we were told —
until a brave intern took it upon himself
to finally push it through Letters to the
Editor.

Two weeks later, after subsequent
responses to our exposé, we sent to this
paper a follow-up, telling more truths
about the drug problem, but the letter
never appeared.

Yet in the past two weeks I count nine
angry letters about a girl defending the
story of her faith from the media, and I
can’t tell you how many titles about
parking have been manifest in this pub-
lication over the past year. You would
rather spend all that space to pressure
cook a religious divide and fumble over
parking than to use at least some of it to
dare within yourself, to further the bold-
ness of calling on Westfield’s parents
and leaders to rescue its children and
clean its high school.

Something’s askew here. Could it be
image? The fact that three-and-a-half
pages of your paper are sold to real estate
advertisements? I’m holding a mirror to
you, taking a risk, like Ms. LePoidevin
sticking up for her faith when it’s under
censorship attack, because her religion
dictates that she do so.

Billy Callahan
Garwood

Editor’s Note: Mr. Callahan’s letter
referenced as his expose’ above was
printed by this newspaper on June 19,
2003 after he agreed to sign his name
and condense it.

Westfielder Suggests Adopt a Goose
Program for Pro-Geese Residents

County Manager George Devanney
should be congratulated for the proposal
to net some of the excess Canada Geese
and use them to feed the hungry. Ms.
Blanchard seems to like having children
play in fields covered with goose drop-
pings. I wonder how many hours she and
other members of the “pro-geese” move-
ment spend having a picnic on grass
covered with goose feces.

No one wants to eliminate all the
geese. However the population has got-
ten out of control to the point the geese
have taken over our parks. Many people
will not let their children play in the
parks because of the amount of goose
droppings on the grass. Reducing the

goose population and using them to feed
the hunger will reduce the number of
geese while providing nourishing meals
for the hungry.

Our parks should be a place of enjoy-
ment for people, not just a food source
for Canada Geese.

Ms. Blanchard and her followers
should start an “Adopt a Goose” move-
ment. Each member could adopt a pair
of geese and keep them fenced in their
yards. Then they could enjoy having
barbecue in their yard while sitting on a
lawn full of goose feces while the rest of
us enjoy a clean park.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Madid – Wet; moist
2. Poort – A mountain pass
3. Hin – A Hebrew measure of liquids

holding about six quarts
4. Popliteal – The part of the leg

behind the knee

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCREE
1. The decay of teeth or bones
2. A pebble; a stone
3. Turmoil
4. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
WALM

1. To infect
2. Well-formed
3. To bubble or boil
4. Peaceful; friendly

SECK
1. Barren; unprofitable
2. Of little or no consequence
3. A little shoot; a twig
4. Hives

WHELK
1. A young female swine
2. An old work horse
3. To shackle, to chain
4. A pimple

Resident Concerned About Parking
Decks, Size, Cost; Praises WECARE
I am growing continually concerned

about the redevelopment projects that are
being proposed for our quaint town cen-
ter. I was originally against the one park-
ing deck that was first proposed because
I truly did not see the need for such a large
structure wedged into the very limited
space we have left in Westfield. We have
lived in Westfield for almost ten years
now and other than an occasional incon-
venience of driving around the block to
look for a spot, I did not believe that
parking was a major problem. I believed
we could solve the problem through other
creative alternatives.

Once I started educating myself as to
the current plans, I am astounded at the
scope and very disturbed about the pro-
cess in which the town council seems to
be taking. As an outsider to the process,
it seems to me that the people who are
making this decision are not really con-
cerned about the opinion of the silent
majority of Westfield. I can pretty much
guarantee that if you put out a referen-
dum to the voters, they would vote against
the current plan of not one, but two
parking garages with retail space and
residential apartments – all on the backs
of Westfield taxpayers!! Not only will
this cost us financially, but think of the
impact it would have on our already
overcrowded streets and schools, not to
mention the safety of our children who
frequent the streets of downtown.
Wouldn’t it be wise to ask the good

citizens of Westfield, especially since
we will be paying for it?

If the goal of the town council, by
proposing such a monolithic plan, was to
get the residents to approve of one park-
ing deck, then they might have suc-
ceeded. I now long for the days when we
were just discussing one, three- story
structure. I do not understand how this
snowballed into a Goliath of a project,
but I urge the residents to educate them-
selves and not allow this current plan to
move forward right under our noses.

Kudos to WeCare (Westfielders Con-
cerned About Redevelopment). I com-
mend you on your efforts to preserve the
beauty and integrity of our beloved town.

Christine Reiss
Westfield

Speed Bump Material
Should Be Used

To Repair Bad Roads
There has been a lot of talk about the

speed bumps and signs on South Chest-
nut Street and Benson Place. I think the
taxpayers could benefit more if the road
material was used to repair some of the
thousands of potholes that can be found
on the streets of Westfield.

Alfred Riker, Jr.
Westfield

Spring at Last, but Anticipation
Mounts for High School Seniors

Anti-Garage WECARE Group
Announces Contact Information

Last week in your editorial you men-
tioned that a group in town is forming to
oppose the “garages.”They are not decks.
(We add decks to the back of our houses).
These are parking garages.

The name of our group is WECARE.
Please let your readers know that we are
Republicans, Democrats and Indepen-
dents who represent every ward. We are
business owners, housewives, lawyers,
laborers — we are your neighbors.

We will fight for that silent majority
who has been upset with our current

town leaders.
We can be reached by sending an email

to info@westfieldredevelopment.com or
by calling (908) 232-5716. More infor-
mation can be obtained at
www.westfieldredevelopment.com.

WECARE cares about Westfield and
the many other alternatives our town
leaders must explore before we go any
further with the construction of the “Ga-
rages.”

John Mancini
Westfield

Westfielder Asks Why
Be Squeamish About
Movie, The Passion

Permit me to jump in the melee. Ms.
LePoidevin’s article, “God Bless Mel
Gibson for Gifting Us With The Great-
est Truth Ever Told,” has clearly pro-
voked a “passion” of its own. What
readers may have neglected to con-
sider though is the background against
which Ms. LePoidevin has written her
review.

Of memory, I cannot remember a
movie that engendered as much nega-
tive, if not vicious, treatment from the
movie industry, film critics and some
members of the press as the “Passion.”
Suddenly, everyone wants to spare our
poor eyes the sight of blood and gore.
I don’t remember that happening in the
past.

Yet, in spite of all the howling com-
ing from the entertainment industry,
the movie is a box office success. And
it is not because people are duped into
seeing it. People are moved by the film
and they tell their family and friends to
go see it. It is a word of mouth phenom-
enon.

Ms. LePoidevin’s article, albeit
strong, reflects her own experience,
but it does, in many ways, re-establish
a balance skewed by the barrage of
negative information coming our way
concerning Mel Gibson’s movie.

Hollywood has never hesitated in
the past to dish out blood and gore on
the silver screen. Why are they so
squeamish now?

Myriam Gabriel
Westfield

To be in the first week of spring and to finally have
shed the dreary winter just seems to bring a renewed
spirit. Even though this winter may be described as
average, there was something lingering and tiresome
about it.

Was it the weather, short days, long nights, the
cold, ice and snow? Or did it have nothing to do with
the weather? Was it the issues we deliberated, how
we wrestled with them and with each other – taxes,
war, potholes, speed bumps, shoe horning,
outsourcing and downsizing, cell towers, budgets,
terrorism, computer viruses and worms, traffic, park-
ing, development, elephants and donkeys, college
acceptance or The Passion?

Whatever the reasons, spring is the time to get over
them – the time for rebirth and renewal. We can argue
about other things if we like, such as do the Mets
have a chance against the Yankees? We can also just
sit back and wonder at the progress of nature.

But for a part of our society, high school seniors
and their parents, this is a big moment – waiting for
college acceptance, looking at the finances and
wondering about what’s ahead.

We asked for firsthand help from Westfield High
School senior Don Williams to describe what it’s
like to wait for college acceptance. He wrote below.

High School Seniors And The
College Acceptance Wait

By Don Williams, WHS 2004

Tension and excitement have been building among
the seniors at WHS over the last month with the
anticipation of the period of college acceptances and
rejections that comes in early April. As one of the
young people waiting to hear back from colleges, I
have noticed some of my thoughts echoed in the
questions of my peers. Many are worried about
getting into the “right” school, then facing the
daunting task of choosing a college and their path for
the future. Some seniors fret over the competition
from other students who applied to the same col-
leges, and about the opinions of their friends on their
success or failure in the college process.

The most common question I have heard from my
friends is, “does life get less stressful after my
college plans are set?” With a mounting list of
responsibilities and the busy schedule of a Westfield
teenager, the ongoing nature of stress is often lost in
the perception that the present situation is the least
favorable and that things will get better after this
burden is out of the way. I learned to see past this
perspective through my own saga over the past year.

After spending the summer on the road visiting
colleges from Maine to North Carolina, I returned to
school in September with a narrowed list of a dozen
schools I seriously considered. I began to settle in to
my senior schedule with AP courses and electives
that require a time commitment inside and out of the
classroom. On the side, I drafted a resume that
reduced my accomplishments and experiences to
one sheet of paper, I feared would be objectively

evaluated by faceless strangers on admissions and
scholarship committees. I filled out paperwork for
my guidance counselor, made my final choice of
schools, sent requests to my teachers for letters of
recommendation and began to tackle the mountain
of applications.

By December, I was fully engaged in my school-
work and other activities. I had participated in more
activities as a junior, but now I was expected to be a
leader in every activity I took part in. During this time
the senior class came to the realization that stress is an
ever-present part of our lives, a thought that arose from
a health class unit on stress management and inspired
a special issue in the Hi’s Eye that caused us all to
investigate how we deal with stress. I realized that the
cause of my stress was my demanding schedule, but
that this busyness is also my most effective stress
reliever in the constant achievement of new goals.

The coming of the holiday break marked the
deadline for my college applications, and I began a
close relationship with the staff of our post office.
Rushing out the door to send my applications by
express mail became a regular routine. Some nights
were spent pouring over the final details of applica-
tions and supplements, amending essays and sta-
pling checks. When all the applications were out, my
family had to shuffle through the paperwork of
financial aid forms and tax returns, another applica-
tion process in itself that involved sending financial
information around the world.

Some of my friends have been spared my hectic
experience by choosing the binding option of early
decision. One friend was even notified of her accep-
tance to her top school over the summer, as part of a
“first choice” program. While part of me yearns to be
among the few seniors in my school who have
known for months where they will attend college
next year, I am satisfied with my own decision of
waiting. As a teenager, I am still gaining an aware-
ness of myself and it is comforting to know I am not
tied to any particular school or field of study. I can
further explore my interests and be sure I am happy
with my preference before making these choices.

The last few months have been filled with adult
members of the community asking me where I will
be going next year, envelopes in the mail from
admissions offices that raise my heart rate before I
open them to read inconsequential form letters in-
side. Fortunately, I know from the reactions of my
friends that I am not alone, and we feel that the end
is in sight. With the approach of April come deci-
sions from the colleges and my turn to make a final
commitment. There will always be some new chal-
lenge to face, but now I’ve learned to sit back and
enjoy the ride.

Note: Shortly after I wrote this article, I received
my first acceptance letter. The experience described
above has led me to grow in new ways and learn
about myself. The thrill of feeling wanted and ac-
cepted on the basis of one’s merits is well worth the
hard work and periods of anxiety that preceded my
moment of recognition.
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Scotch Plains Resident Cites Positive
Steps in Same-Gender Rights Law

The State of New Jersey deserves
credit for becoming a national leader in
the fight to extend basic rights to same-
gender couples living in loving, com-
mitted relationships.

On January 12, Governor James
McGreevey signed the landmark Do-
mestic Partnership Act into law – mak-
ing New Jersey one of just five states to
extend civil rights and economic rights
to domestic partners in a committed
relationship. Domestic partners under
the law include same-gender couples as
well as senior citizens who live together
in a committed relationship.

How has this changed the state of New
Jersey? Before this law, if a person suf-
fered a medical emergency and was put in
the hospital, his or her domestic partner
was denied basic visitation rights. Like-
wise, basic health care benefits were de-
nied to domestic partners in long-term
committed relationships. And partners
who lived together for decades were sadly
denied retirement benefits, rights of es-
tate, and other economic benefits simply
because of their sexual orientation.

The new Domestic Partnership Act
changes all this and directly improves
the daily lives of thousands of people
across this state who were being left
behind because of their sexual orienta-
tion. Under the new law, basic hospital

visitation rights, health care rights, and
economic rights are extended to New
Jersey couples living together in long-
term committed relationships. Going one
step further, New Jersey sets an example
for private businesses by extending em-
ployment-related health care and retire-
ment benefits to domestic partners.

This law will change New Jersey for
the better. Indeed, the Domestic Partner-
ship Act will enter the history books as
a major milestone for civil rights and
social justice in our state. And this new
law also joins a growing list of areas,
such as life-saving medical research and
unprecedented environmental protec-
tions, where New Jersey is leading the
nation and setting an example for other
states to follow.

Governor McGreevey and many cou-
rageous New Jersey legislators deserve
praise for their willingness to take bold
action to extend basic and fundamental
rights to same-gender couples living as
domestic partners. It is now time for
dozens of other states to stand up, be
counted, and follow New Jersey’s lead
on this important issue.

J. Michael Blake
President, NJ Stonewall Democrats

(Statewide Gay Rights Organization)
Scotch Plains

WHS Student Responds to Recent
Letter Regarding Speed Humps

I’d like to respond to Ms. Mollick’s
recent letters about the speed humps on
South Chestnut Street, Benson Place,
and Gallows Hill Road.

I am a 15-year-old sophomore at-
tending Westfield High School. I have
grown up in the Washington School
neighborhood and am very familiar with
the traffic and safety issues, not only as
a resident but also as a pedestrian, bicy-
clist, and Gumbert Park street-hockey
player. Additionally, I will be obtain-
ing my drivers permit in the next few
months.

As much as Ms. Mollick seems to find
the speed humps and other safety mea-
sures a nuisance, they have not had a
cataclysmic impact on anyone. As a
matter of fact, all they have done has
been to slow people down and, correct
me if I’m wrong, make the streets safer
for people living here. Isn’t that why
they are there in the first place?

And now that spring is just about here,

safety is even more important because
Gumbert Park will have a lot more kids
playing baseball, basketball, hockey and
soccer, especially on nights and week-
ends. There are also a lot of little kids
using the playground or watching their
brothers and sisters play.

Now I don’t have any children, so I of
course don’t have the same perspective
that parents do, but I strongly suspect that
I wouldn’t want to learn that a car has hit
a child because some driver was in too big
a rush to buy food at the ShopRite. The
speed humps and other safety measures
force people to slow down and pay atten-
tion to their surroundings.

My advice to all drivers is to slow
down and enjoy the ride. Yes, it may take
30 seconds longer to get where you are
going, but you may save the life of one of
the kids I baby-sit for in this neighbor-
hood.

Katlin Swadosh
Westfield

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS…The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
recently held its annual Installation of Officers, celebrating 53 years of service
to the Westfield community. Pictured, from left to right, are: Daytime Lieuten-
ant Patrick Tighe, Equipment Lieutenant Greg Simpson, Ambulance Lieuten-
ant James Baxter, Scheduling Lieutenant Lisa Sortino, Training Lieutenant
Reid Edles, Treasurer Jeanne Gladis and Secretary Judith Howlett, and seated,
Captain Robert Barrett, Deputy Captain Miki Urso, President Daniel Sullivan
and Vice President Susan Butler. The squad is currently holding its annual fund-
raising campaign. Donations may be mailed to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, 07091. Anyone interested in joining the squad should
call (908) 233-2500.

Westfielder Finds Problems With
New Jersey Malpractice Reform Bill

I am writing in response to your ar-
ticle dated March 11 entitled “Malprac-
tice Reform Bill Clears Assembly
Hurdles.” I applaud the three assembly
committees for their work. It is a start. It
is an acknowledgment of the growing
crisis in this state.

However, these measures may not be
enough. It may be too little, too late to
stem the tide of physicians leaving the
state. Your article mentions the three
year 90 million dollar fund to encourage
medical school graduates to enter into
the high risk field of obstetrics. This is a
response to the OB/Gyn physicians leav-
ing the state, 25 percent have left al-
ready. Of all the physicians who com-
pleted residency programs here last year,
not one chose to remain in New Jersey to
practice medicine.

Physicians are affected on both sides:
the receiving and the disbursing. Reim-
bursements are lowered, while malprac-
tice rates are raised.

Health insurance companies have a
direct effect on the healthcare of pa-
tients. Medical treatment in this country
is beginning to resemble that of social-
ized countries. This includes longer waits
for surgery.

Patients will be cut wide open, instead
of having a small incision from a
laparoscopic procedure. Do you ask why?
Reimbursements for the innovative
laparoscopic procedures are lower than
those for traditional surgery. Physicians
cannot afford to be out of their offices to
perform the more time consuming, less
invasive laparoscopic procedures. There
is no reason for innovation, because,
quite frankly, it does not pay.

How long is the wait for a screening
mammography? It is two months at least.
Why? Radiologists are paid $3 per film
for the reading. Imaging centers need to

limit the amount of money they lose
each day in this way.

And so, starting this summer, these
mammograms will be read overseas in
India, Pakistan and Thailand. And where
are these overseas radiologists licensed?
(By the way, the highest rate of litigation
is missed breast cancer.)

The CEO’s of health insurance compa-
nies receive astronomically high bonuses.
This is at the expense of patients, employ-
ers, physicians, and now the taxpayers
with the three year $90 million fund.

Earlier this year, Hackensack Medical
Center announced to the community that
they would not be participating with Hori-
zon because reimbursements offered were
too low. Alarmed constituents contacted
their legislators, who then decided to hold
public hearings. The threat of that scrutiny
pressured Horizon to offer more equitable
fees to Hackensack Medical Center.

Malpractice insurance rates are part of
the vicious cycle of escalating costs. Trial
lawyers receive their 40 percent of the
award in addition to their normal fees. In
this litigious society, there are frivolous
lawsuits. What does it matter if the cases
are eventually dropped? It matters be-
cause even these dropped cases raise the
malpractice premiums of the physician.

Why can’t there be a cap on awards?
Physicians, who are actual employees of
the state, benefit from such a cap.

This country still has the ability to
offer the finest medical care in the world.
We need to stop this downward spiral
toward mediocrity in medical care all
for the sake of the bottom line in keeping
stockholders happy. The best medical
treatment is achieved when the patient-
physician relationship is placed ahead of
outside interests.

Linda Pregenzer
Westfield

WHS Principal Offers Suggestions on
Schedules for Freshman, Sophmores

Lunch is an important period in a high
school student’s school day. To ensure
optimal performance in school and pro-
mote good health habits, students should
have a nourishing lunch as well as time
to digest it. The lunch period is also a
time to relax, to socialize with friends,
and to use the library and academic
resource centers. Many students consult
with their teachers during their lunch
periods. We believe that every student
should have a lunch period.

Our students’ experiences have proved
that making an exception to this rule,
particularly for freshmen and sopho-
mores is to their detriment. Next year,
freshmen and sophomores will be re-
quired to have an assigned lunch period
in their schedules. As you plan your
selection of courses for next year with
your son/daughter, please be mindful of
this fact.

Parents of freshmen and sophomores
frequently ask how many courses their
students should select for their sched-
ules. We recommend the following:
English, Science, Mathematics, Social
Studies, Foreign Language, Physical
Education/Health and an elective or free
period.

A second elective may be appropriate
for some students. The decision to take
a second elective should be based on the
student’s interests, the requirements of
the elective course and the pupil’s com-
mitment to other activities in and out of
school.

If you have any questions about se-
lecting the appropriate courses for your
child, please contact his/her guidance
counselor at Westfield High School
(WHS) at (908) 789-4530.

Robert Petix
Principal, WHS

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,480 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

Westfield Resident Asks for Vision,
Restraint in Community Development
My family has lived in Westfield for

100 years. I grew up in Westfield, raised
a family and have lived here all my life.
I served on the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment for 15 years and was vice-
chairman and later chairman of the board
of adjustment, which was a great honor
to me.

While serving on the board of adjust-
ment, in conjunction with my colleges,
I strived to maintain the development
of Westfield with great respect and
reverence for which it deserves.
Westfield is a very special community,
which still has the old town feeling in
the midst of the New York metropolitan
area. Much of this can be attributed to
our forefathers who had leadership, vi-
sion and restraint in our community
development.

I am very concerned about the pro-
posed Westfield redevelopment plans. I
feel, as countless others do, that the
parking decks will be a major detriment
and contrary to positive city planning.
The proposed plan will create more popu-
lation, greater traffic, more school stu-
dents, greater use of resources, greater
debt and a potential financial drain on
our budget. In addition, it will create
more difficult policing, additional staff-
ing and the potential for higher taxes that
are rising much faster than our national
inflation rate at this moment.

I am very much in favor of ground
level parking to be placed in the location
of Midas Muffler and the BP gas station.
This location would provide Westfield
with additional commuter and employee
parking. This approach would still main-
tain an open air and line of sight criteria.
It would greatly reduce the cost, be
easier to police and be a positive impact

on the location and most importantly, its
neighbors.

All Westfielders are living and con-
tending with the region’s urban sprawl.
Let’s not add to this modern phenom-
enon. We need to use good old common
sense and protect Westfield.

I respectfully ask our town govern-
ment to follow in the great traditions of
Westfield. Use leadership with restraint
and vigorously protect our neighbors,
community and very precious way of
life. I sincerely believe that our town
government should strive to enhance the
community, not encumber it.

Lawrence Mannino
Westfield

Westfielder Thanks
Rescue Squad Members

During the Month of March, the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad has a
fundraising drive, the proceeds of which
is used to support this group of trained
volunteers. It’s easy to forget how im-
portant a service they provide the com-
munity, until YOU are the one who
needs them in an emergency.

I wish to thank two volunteers who
responded in a matter of minutes, when
I took a bad spill down my outside stairs,
while shoveling snow during this last
unseasonal storm. They are Kirk Fleming
and Sheena Vamghese. Their concern,
and caring for my comfort during the
ambulance trip to the hospital was ex-
emplary. We can be sure there are a lot
more like them on the squad. Thank you,
all.

Carolyn Klinger-Kueter
Westfield

Westfielders - Join Us

WE CARE
Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development

Join us to ensure the best vision for the future of
Westfield. We believe the current Redevelopment Plans in-
cluding parking garages, retail and apartments are “Out of
Perspective.”

There are many of us now organized, and we are grow-
ing rapidly. We are bi-partisan and desire only the best for
Westfield. Learn more by sending an e-mail to:

If you don’t have e-mail, please call:

info@westfieldredevelopment.com

(908) 232-5716

For more information, see
www.westfieldredevelopment.com

Paid advertisement by WE CARE
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Miss Bethany A. Christensen and Jeffrey S. Broadwell

Miss Bethany Christensen
To Marry Jeffrey Broadwell

Miss Laura M. Wischusen
Marries John B. Hoffman

MR. AND MRS. JOHN BENJAMIN HOFFMAN
(She is the former Miss Laura M. Wischusen)

Miss Laura Marie Wischusen, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Wischusen of Scotch Plains, formerly
of Westfield, was married on Satur-
day, August 23, to John Benjamin
Hoffman. He is the son of the Rever-
end and Mrs. Stephen Hoffman of
Chambersburg, Pa. and Ms. Helen
Hogan of Woods Cross, Utah.

Vows were exchanged by the bride
and bridegroom at an evening Nup-
tial Mass celebrated at the Our Lady
Help of Christians Roman Catholic
Church in Newton, Mass. The Rev-
erend Walter Cuenin and the Rever-
end Stephen Hoffman, father of the
bridegroom, officiated. A reception
followed at the Sheraton Hotel in
Braintree, Mass.

Escorted by her parents, the bride
wore a floor-length, cream-colored
silk gown with a cathedral-length
train trimmed with blush colored
lace. A fingertip-length veil com-
pleted her attire. She carried a bou-
quet of cream-colored roses with min-
iature calla lilies.

Mrs. Christine McCoid of Cranford
was her sister’s matron of honor.
Serving as bridal attendants were
Miss Colleen Price of North
Plainfield, the bride’s cousin, along
with Miss Erin Moore of Long Is-
land, Miss Erin O’Connor and Miss
Alie Stechenberg, both of Boston,
Mass.; Miss Taifa Hibbert of
Plainfield, Miss Laura O’Rorke of
Montclair and Mrs. Kelly Hydock
Cavallo of Doylestown, Pa., friends
of the bride. All wore blush satin
gowns trimmed in lace and carried
bouquets of mixed pastel roses.

Christopher Sherman of Boston, a
college friend of the bridegroom,
was the best man. The groomsmen
included Ryan Johnson and Dr. Aram
Goudsouzian, both of Boston, and
Jeff Schollaert of Baltimore, Md.,

friends of the bridegroom, as well as
Brian Wischusen of Plainfield and
Robert Wischusen of Cranford, broth-
ers of the bride. Ms. Lauren Grousd
of Portland, Me., a friend of the
bridegroom, was a groomswoman.

A 1995 graduate of Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains, the
bride graduated cum laude in 1999
from Providence College in Provi-
dence, R.I., with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Mathematics and Sec-
ondary Education.

She currently is enrolled in a Mas-
ters of Education in Technology and
Education program at Lesley Uni-
versity in Newton, Mass. and is em-
ployed as a mathematics teacher and
Network Coordinator at Trinity
Catholic High School in Newton.

The bridegroom, a 1994 graduate
of Chambersburg Area Senior High
School, graduated magna cum laude
with an AB in History from Bowdoin
College in Brunswick, Me. in 1998.
He received his Juris Doctor, cum
laude, from the Boston University
School of Law in May of 2003 and
is admitted to practice in Massachu-
setts. Mr. Hoffman is employed as
an Associate in the Corporate De-
partment of Hale and Dorr LLP in
Boston.

A rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom, Rev-
erend and Mrs. Stephen Hoffman
and Ms. Helen Hogan, at the Union
Street Restaurant in Newton Center,
Mass.

Mrs. Robert Wischusen and Mrs.
Christine McCoid, the mother and
sister of the bride, hosted a “Boston
Tea Party” bridal shower at the
Sheraton Hotel in Braintree, Mass.

Additionally, Mrs. John Abruzzo,
Mrs. Neil Barbin, Mrs. Russ Cicero,
Mrs. Charles Komar, Mrs. Richard
Harris and Mrs. Paul Winberry hosted
a bridal shower in Scotch Plains at
the home of the bride’s mother.

Following a wedding cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, the couple re-
sides in Waltham, Mass.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl S. Christensen
of Iselin have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Bethany Anne Christensen, to Jef-
frey S. Broadwell. He is the son of
Mrs. Charlotte Broadwell of
Westfield and the late C. Robert
Broadwell.

A graduate of Kean University in
Union, Miss Christensen is employed

as a special education teacher with
the Middlesex County Educational
Services Commission.

Mr. Broadwell received his Bach-
elor of Science degree in Ornamen-
tal Horticulture and Environmental
Design from Delaware Valley Col-
lege in Pennsylvania. He is a self-
employed landscaper.

An August wedding is planned.

Memorial Society to Hear Talk
On Pharmacy Needs of Elderly

Miller-Cory Plans Program
Sunday on Colonial Bedding
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, March

28, Christine Glazer of Cranford will
lead a program on Colonial linens
and bedding at the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield.

“Sleep Tight – Don’t Let the Bed
Bugs Bite…18th Century Bedding”
will be presented between 2 and 5
p.m. at the museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue.

In the Colonial era, all such items
were produced on the family farm.
Flax was grown, harvested, spun into
thread and woven into linen fabric
for clothing and bedding. Wool from
sheep was cleaned, spun into thread
and woven for clothing and blankets.

Samples of linen and woolen bed-
ding will be on display, as well as
samples of mattress stuffing.

Additionally, Cooking Committee
members Laurie and Amy Mills of

Fanwood will demonstrate the art of
cooking over the open hearth, pre-
paring seasonal foods using authen-
tic Colonial recipes and cooking
methods. Taste treats will be avail-
able for visitors to sample.

Costumed docents will guide visi-
tors through the 1740 farmhouse and
answer questions about early Ameri-
can life in New Jersey. The last tour
will begin at 4 p.m. The museum gift
shop will be open as well.

Admission is free for children un-
der six, 50 cents for students and $2
for adults. On Sunday, April 4, Tim
Truedson of Scotch Plains will
present a program on Native Ameri-
can Leather and Beadwork.

For more information about the
museum, its schedule of spring events
or volunteer opportunities, please call
(908) 232-1776.

Mr. McSorley to Speak
About Mathew Brady
SCOTCH PLAINS – This Satur-

day, March 27, at 2 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a
lecture and slide presentation by
Charles F. McSorley entitled
“Mathew B. Brady: Cameraman of
the Civil War.”

The program will focus on Brady’s
efforts to preserve on film a tragic
watershed period in American his-
tory. Mr. McSorley is an indepen-
dent historian and a member of
American Political Items Collectors.

Admission is free and no pre-reg-
istration is required. This program is
being offered through the Horizons
Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, a state
partner of the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information and directions,
please call (908) 322-5007.

FANWOOD – The Plainfield Area
Memorial Society’s annual meeting
will be held on Thursday, April 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the lower level of the
Fanwood train station, located at
North and Martine Avenues.

Barry Gount, owner of Vitamin
Express in Scotch Plains, will dis-
cuss “What Drugs and Vitamins are
Needed for the Elderly.”

Among the topics to be covered
are “Do brand names make a differ-
ence?,” “Controversies on calcium,”
“Importance of reading labels,” “Vi-
tamin E,” “What do RDA numbers
mean?,” “Eye care concerns” and
“Glucosomines and their benefits.”

The Plainfield Area Memorial So-
ciety is a not-for-profit organization
that is not affiliated with any funeral
home. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will follow the presentation and
refreshments will be served.

For further information, please
contact the Plainfield Area Memo-
rial Society, 724 Park Avenue,
Plainfield 07060 or call (908) 889-
6289.WF Optimist Club Seeks

Nominees for Youth Award
WESTFIELD – For the eighth

consecutive year, the Optimist Club
of Westfield is seeking nominations
for its annual Youth Volunteer Award.
The award is given to a senior at
Westfield High School who has dis-
tinguished himself or herself through
volunteer service in the community.

“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principles of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is
pleased to recognize young men and
women who have embraced these
values at an early age,” said Youth
Volunteer Award Chairman Mike
Walsh.

The award includes a cash grant
and will be presented at the Awards
Night ceremony at Westfield High
School on Thursday, June 3.

To nominate a Westfield High
School senior for the Youth Volun-
teer Award, please call Co-Chairman

Marty Silverman at (908) 654-0825
to receive a nomination form.

The Optimist Club of Westfield is
a not-for-profit community service
organization founded in 1989. Its
mission is to enhance the overall
quality of life in Westfield by devel-
oping, initiating and maintaining
projects and programs that prima-
rily benefit the youth and families
of the community. The club works
closely with schools, public agen-
cies and other civic-minded organi-
zations in Westfield to support other
endeavors that are in concert with
its primary objectives. The Opti-
mist Club of Westfield meets
monthly at Ferraro’s and encour-
ages like-minded men and women
to attend. Anyone interested in ob-
taining more information should  call
President Doug Miller at (908) 232-
4068.

Westfield Share Garden
Memberships Available
WESTFIELD – A limited number

of plots are still available this season
through the Westfield Share Garden,
which enables participants to grow
their own organic produce.

These 25-foot by 25-foot plots of
land get full sun, plus have an adja-
cent supply of water. The annual cost
is $30 per plot.

Individuals interested in co-op
membership and having their own
garden are asked to call Warren
Rorden at (908) 233-6607 or Jim
Forgus at (908) 232-6365.

Chelsea Invites Kids
To Easter Festivities
FANWOOD – Children of all

ages are invited to color Easter
eggs and have their picture taken
with the Easter Bunny on Satur-
day, April 10, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at The Chelsea at Fanwood.

The Chelsea is located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to re-
spond by calling The Chelsea at
(908) 654-5200 by Thursday,
April 8.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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REMEMBRANCE OF LOVE…Sister Mindy McDonald was the featured speaker
at the AIDS Compassion Prayer Service that was held March 8 at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church of Westfield. The annual event was part of a weekend of
prayer and reflection organized by the parishes of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church of Westfield. Sister McDonald, an AIDS certified
Registered Nurse and a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace, is pictured standing before
the NAMES quilt, which featured a section in memory of her brother, Ric.

First Baptist Singles
List April Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to gather on
Sundays at 9 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church in Westfield for coffee, cake
and lively discussions on single is-
sues.

Meetings will take place on April
4, 11, 18 and 25 in the lower level
meeting room of the church, located
at 170 Elm Street. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome.

Among other group activities are
winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers. For
more information, please call (908)
889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

First Congregational to Offer
Hymn of Praise on Sunday

Fanwood Presbyterian Sets
Services For Holy Week

Redeemer Announces
Parenting Discussion
WESTFIELD — The Redeemer

Lutheran Church Youth Ministries
will present “Help! I’m a Parent!”
this Sunday, March 28, at 12:15 p.m.
at the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
located at 229 Cowperthwaite Place
in Westfield.

Participants are invited to come for a
pizza lunch and discussion of the psy-
chological dynamics that affect chil-
dren and adolescents. The facilitator
will be Marianne Kehoe, a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker who also holds
a Masters in Divinity degree.

A therapist in private practice in
Cranford, Ms. Kehoe also serves as
Program Director at the Xavier Center,
a retreat center in Convent Station.

Registration is required and may
be done by calling (908) 232-1517.
Childcare is available.

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
present Mendelssohn’s oratorio
Hymn of Praise during the Sunday,
March 28 worship service at 10 a.m.

Directed by Dr. Barbara Thomson
at the organ, the church’s Festival
Chorus will be joined by soloists
Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, so-
prano; Susan MacAdoo, mezzo-so-
prano, and Ronald Naldi, tenor.

All three soloists have had no-
table performing careers, particu-
larly Mr. Naldi, who sings fre-
quently with the Metropolitan Op-

era in New York.
The Hymn of Praise, with texts

taken from the Bible, will be per-
formed in English rather than its in
original German. Among the high-
lights are the soprano/mezzo-so-
prano duet with chorus, “I Waited
for the Lord,” and the tenor aria “He
Counteth All Your Sorrows in the
Time of Need.”

First Congregational is located at
125 Elmer Street. The public is in-
vited to attend the performance. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues, has an-
nounced its schedule for Holy Week
leading up to the celebration of Eas-
ter.

Morning prayers will be held at 7
a.m. on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, April 5, 6 and 7. Maundy
Thursday worship and Communion
will take place at 7:30 p.m. on April
8. Good Friday worship is planned
for 7:30 p.m. on April 9.

Easter Sunday services on April
11 will include a Dawn Worship in
the garden at 7 a.m. and a celebration
service of worship in the Sanctuary
at 10 a.m. This service will be pre-
ceded by special music starting at
9:40 a.m. For more information about
these services, please call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

All Saints’ Lists Schedule
Of Holy Week Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS – Holy Week
services have been announced for
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church,
located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Congregants are invited to gather
on Palm Sunday, April 4, at 8 a.m. for
the blessing and distribution of palms,
the Passion narrative from Luke’s
Gospel and Holy Communion.

The 10 a.m. service will begin in
the Parish Hall with palm blessing
and distribution, followed by a pro-
cession into the church, a dramatic
reading of the Passion from Luke,
Holy Communion and Palm Sunday
music.

The Maundy Thursday service on
April 8 at 8 p.m. will include strip-
ping and cleansing of the altar, set-
ting of the altar of repose and Holy
Communion.

Good Friday services, at 9 a.m.
and 8 p.m. on April 9, will feature the
Passion narrative from John’s Gos-
pel. There will also be a sermon by
the Reverend Jane Rockman, Rec-
tor; the Solemn Collects, and Com-

munion of the pre-Sanctified. Music
will be provided at 8 p.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 11, there
will be an Easter Eucharist at 8 a.m.
A Festival Eucharist will take place
at 10 a.m. with the All Saints’ Choir,
directed by organist and Choirmas-
ter Michael Spassov, with original
music by Mr. Spassov, and a sermon
by the Rector. An Easter Egg Hunt
for children and a special coffee hour
will follow. For further information,
please call (908) 322-8047.
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Francie M. Matthews, Ph. D. & Assoc. 
The Learning Specialists 

Trusted for 20 years in Westfield 
(908) 232-8920 

fm2learn@verizon.net 
 

 

The Arc of Union County
To Hold Candlelight Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE — Plans are
underway for The Arc of Union
County’s 2004 Candlelight Ball, its
40th annual dinner-dance, on Satur-
day, April 17, at L’Affaire in
Mountainside.  This year’s honorary
chairman is Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan.

The festivities will begin with a
cocktail hour at 7 p.m., followed by
dinner and the presentation of annual
awards at 8 p.m.  Reservations cost
$100 per person.

Guy Fleming of Paper, Allied Indus-
trial, Chemical and Energy Workers
International Union Local No. 2-575
will be honored as 2004 Humanitarian
of the Year.

Bed, Bath and Beyond, Inc. will
receive the 2004 Community Service
Award; De’Borah Grichlow of The

Arc of Union County will receive the
2004 Mary Lou Panella Advocacy
Award; Jeanne and Lorenz Schaefer of
Berkeley Heights will be presented
with the 2004 Betty McGhee Spirit of
The Arc Award, and Carl DeYoung
will receive the 2004 Florence M.
Levine Community Achievement
Award.

This year’s Ambassador of Good-
will will be Wesley Fleming, a gradu-
ate of The Arc Murray Hill Child
Development Program.

Proceeds will benefit the programs
and services provided by The Arc of
Union County’s staff and Board of
Directors to empower and support
people with developmental disabili-
ties and their families throughout Union
County.

The Arc maintains 23 residential
homes, the newest being a senior resi-
dential home in New Providence; three
employment and vocational centers,
and five special needs day programs.

These include The Arc Adult Medi-
cal Day Care Center in Roselle; The
Arc Bright Beginnings Child Devel-
opment Center in Cranford; an Early
Intervention Program; Camp Star, and
a private school, The Arc Kohler School
in Mountainside.

This year, a silent auction and gift
raffle will allow guests at the ball to bid
for gifts.  The evening will culminate
with the drawing at 10:30 p.m. of The
Arc’s super 50-50 cash raffle.  Tickets
cost $5 each, or a book of 10 for $50.
The winner need not be present.

Corporate sponsorships are avail-
able.  For additional information about
the Candlelight Ball, making a dona-
tion or becoming a sponsor for the
event, please call (908) 754-7422 or
(908) 754-7826, or send an e-mail to
poneill@arcunion.org.

For information about programs,
membership, or additional services,
please visit www.arcunion.org on the
Internet.

Irritable Bowel Group
To Meet on April 2

COUNTY – The support group for
individuals with Irritable Bowel Syn-
drome (IBS) will meet on Friday,
April 2, from 7 to 8 p.m. in Confer-
ence Room 1 of Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

Discussion and current informa-
tion will be available. The group is
free and open to anyone concerned
with the problems of IBS. For more
information, please call the New Jer-
sey Self-Help Clearing House at (800)
367-6274.

Fanwood Library Reveals
Series of Films For April

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library’s Friday Film Festi-
val will continue in April with four
more films. All films start at 7:30
p.m. at the library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, and are
free of charge.

Intolerable Cruelty (PG-13) will
start off the month on April 2. George
Clooney and Catherine Zeta-Jones
star in this romantic comedy from
the Coen Brothers (O Brother Where
Art Thou?) about men, women and
everything that can go wrong be-
tween them.

The series will continue April 16
with Anger Management (PG-13),
starring Adam Sandler as a usually
mild-mannered man who, after an
altercation aboard an airplane, is re-

manded to the care of an anger man-
agement therapist played by Jack
Nicholson, who could probably use
some anger management himself.

The crime drama-comedy
Matchstick Men (PG-13) will be fea-
tured April 23. Nicolas Cage stars as
a phobic con artist who, with his
protégé, is on the verge of pulling off
a lucrative swindle when his teenage
daughter arrives unexpectedly.

The month’s offerings will con-
clude April 30 with Mona Lisa Smile
(PG-13), starring Julia Roberts. It
tells the story of a novice art history
professor at Wellesley College in
1953 who has a lot to teach about life
and romance.

The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library with the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Library Slates Exhibit
Of Robert Cole Photos
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Defying Grav-

ity,” a photography exhibit by Scotch
Plains resident and Kean University
administrator Robert Cole, will open
on Tuesday, March 30, at 7 p.m. in the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

The exhibit will be held in the lower-
level lounge. A reception will follow
and admission is free. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

For “Defying Gravity,” Mr. Cole
used shots that detail life from coast to
coast, including scenes from Los An-
geles, Provincetown, Mass., Colorado,
Florida and New York City.

The exhibit will run through Wednes-
day, April 21. Library hours are 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday,
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday. For more information, please
call the library at (908) 322-5007.

Discussion to be Held
Regarding The Passion

SCOTCH PLAINS – A discussion of
Mel Gibson’s new film The Passion of
the Christ at the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church in Scotch Plains, will take
place on Saturday, April 3, at 8 a.m.

Willow Grove’s Men’s Fellowship
Group will provide a free pancake
and sausage meal to all who attend.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road and is handicapped-accessible.

The event, designed as an opportu-
nity to create an open dialogue on the
film, will allow people to share their
thoughts, feelings and perceptions on
The Passion, or to learn more about it.

All are invited to attend. Interested
individuals are asked to make ad-
vance reservations by Friday, April
2, but those without reservations will
also be welcome.

To make reservations, please call
the church office at (908) 232-5678
and leave a message for a return call.
Individuals may also e-mail their
reservations to wilgrv@netzero.com.
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– Obituaries – Dr. William Buchanan, 68, Had Worked
As Chemical Engineer at Engelhard

William C. Bornmann

William Bornmann, 86, Was Executive;
Served on Many Church Committees

Charles Rodgers, 75, Retired Florist;
Had Served in the National Guard

William Charles Bornmann, 86, of
Westfield died on Friday, March 12,
at his home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr.
Bornmann was a long-
time Westfield resident.

He had worked at the
Johnson and Higgins In-
surance Company for 30
years, retiring as Vice
President and Head of
the Casualty Depart-
ment in January 1984.

Mr. Bornmann had
also taught mathemat-
ics for five years at Geor-
gia Tech; taught math-
ematics for the United
States War Department
to American soldiers
stationed in Germany
after World War II; was Assistant
Professor of Math at Bridgeport Uni-
versity, and then went into the actu-
arial field, working for the New York
Compensation Insurance Rating
Board until 1953.

He received his bachelor’s degree
from Hamilton College in Clinton,
N.Y., his master’s degree from Co-
lumbia University in New York, and
did additional graduate work at Yale
University.

Mr. Bornmann was very active at

the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, where he served on many
committees.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Dr. Carl Frost Bornmann
and Adelaide Cornelia
Vogel Bornmann, and a
sister, Kathryn
Bornmann.

Surviving are his wife
of 50 years, Gladys Elsie
Crenning Bornmann; a
son, William Carl
Bornmann; a daughter,
Barbara Ann Bornmann;
two sisters, Adelaide
Bornmann and Betty
Steinemann, and two
grandchildren, Amelia
Louise Bornmann and
William Paul

Bornmann.
A memorial service will be held on

Sunday, April 18, at 2 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield.
Interment was private.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the First United
Methodist Church, 1 East Broad
Street, Westfield 07090.
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Charles S. Rodgers, 75, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, March
17, at Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal of Union County in Berkeley
Heights.

Born in Mountainside, he had
lived there and in Westfield before
moving to Scotch Plains in 1954.

Prior to retiring in 2002, Mr.
Rodgers had been employed as a
florist with Summit Hills Florist in
Summit. Earlier, he had worked for
Vance Florist in Westfield for 25
years.

He served in the National Guard
in 1946.

He was predeceased by his first
wife, Jean Rodgers, in 1975.

Surviving are his wife, Peggy
Neuhauser Rodgers; two sons, Rich-
ard Rodgers of Phoenix, Ariz. and
Ray Rodgers of Lakewood, Colo.; a
stepdaughter, Donna Sutera of
Plainfield; his twin brother, Fred
Rodgers of Winthrop, Me.; two sis-
ters, Kay Smith and Jane VanDyke,
both of Toms River; three grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 22, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in

Fanwood. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to RBC Ministries, P.O. Box
2222, Grand Rapids, Mich. 49501.

March 25, 2004

Dr. William Buchanan, 68, of
Westfield died on Thursday, March
18, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., he lived
in Westfield since 1967.

Dr. Buchanan, a chemical engi-
neer, retired from Engelhard Indus-
tries in Edison in 1996. He had also
worked at Allied Chemicals, Inc. in
Springfield from 1974 until 1985
and at GAF from 1967 to 1974.

He held a Bachelor of Science
degree from Drexel University in
Philadelphia, a master’s degree in
chemical engineering from Iowa
State University and a Doctorate of
Philosophy in Chemical Engineer-
ing from the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Dr. Buchanan was a member of the

Holy Cross Church in Springfield,
and was active in the alumni associa-
tions of Drexel University, Iowa State
University and the University of
Pennsylvania.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Marcia S. Buchanan, in 1987.

Surviving are four daughters,
Kaylynn Freels, Linda Fiadino,
Patricia Robinson and Dana Man-
ning; two sons, William Buchanan,
Jr. and Craig Buchanan; a sister,
Shirley Richardson, and 19 grand-
children.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 22, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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•

Norma J. Rothrock, 77
Norma Jean Rothrock, 77, of

Fanwood died on Tuesday, March
16, at the Northside Heart Institute in
St. Petersburg, Fla.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Fanwood 19 years ago. She also
maintained a winter residence in
Seminole, Fla.

Mrs. Rothrock had been the head
teller at United National Bank in
Fanwood for 25 years prior to retir-
ing in 1985.

She was a member of the Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution; the Fanwood
Woman’s Club; the Eastern Star in
Bloomfield and the Faith Lutheran
Church in New Providence.

She was predeceased by her first
husband, Glenn T. Rosamond, in
1982, and a sister, Irene Mazzolla, in
1972.

Surviving are her husband, Robert
S. Rothrock; five children, Lynda R.
Aber of Monmouth Junction, Jill
Schoof of Southwest Harbor, Me.,
Sheryl Allegra of Glenmoore, Pa.,
David Rothrock of Minneapolis,
Minn. and Jeff Rothrock of Florida;
five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, March 23, at the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at the
Mount Hebron Cemetery in Upper
Montclair.
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Barbara C. Stewart, 74
Barbara C. Stewart, 74, of Point

Pleasant Beach died on Saturday,
March 20, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in East Orange, she had been
a resident of Scotch Plains for over
30 years prior to moving to Point
Pleasant Beach.

Mrs. Stewart had been a softball
coach for Scotch Plains Recreation
and with the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Kenneth R. Stewart.

Surviving are two sons, James D.
Stewart and Neil P. Stewart; five
daughters, Colleen Beckenbach, Beth
Grohovsky, Nancy Stewart, Kathleen
Iorio and Amy Stewart; a brother,
Thomas Brady, and 12 grandchil-
dren.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, March 24, from the
O’Brien Funeral Home in Wall. A
Mass followed at St. Peter’s Roman
Catholic Church in Point Pleasant
Beach. Burial took place at the New
Jersey Veterans Cemetery in
Arneytown.

Memorial donations may be made
to Memorial Sloan-Kettering Can-
cer Center, P.O. Box 27106, New
York, N.Y. 10087.

March 25, 2004

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

David A. Lipkin, 94, Navy Veteran;
Former Semi-Pro Baseball Player

David A. Lipkin, 94, of Westfield
died on Saturday, March 6, at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
in Rahway.

Born in Pottstown, Pa., he was a
resident of Irvington prior to moving
to Westfield seven years ago.

Mr. Lipkin, a United States Navy
veteran of World War II, had been
employed for 17 years as a truck
driver with Anheuser Busch Brew-
ery in Newark before retiring 27
years ago.

In the 1930s, he was a semi-pro-
fessional baseball player with the
Tuscan Farm Baseball League. He
had also been a high school and
college basketball referee in Union
and Essex counties.

Mr. Lipkin was inducted into the
Irvington High School Hall of Fame
for football and baseball.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Helen Lodges Lipkin.

Surviving are a daughter, Susan H.
Sanfilippo; a brother, Saul Lipkin,
and two grandsons.

A funeral service was held on
Wednesday, March 10, at the
Mastapeter Funeral Home in Roselle
Park. Interment took place at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Center for Hope Hospice, 176
Hussa Street, Linden 07036.
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Nora T. Dowds, 85
Nora T. Dowds, 85, of Westfield

died on Sunday, March 7, at Westfield
Center-Genesis ElderCare in
Westfield.

Born in Newark, she had been a
Metuchen resident for many years
before relocating to Westfield four
years ago.

Miss Dowds had been a secretary
with Alliance Chemical in Ridgefield
for many years prior to retiring.

She was a member of the Rosary
Society of St. Francis Church in
Metuchen and volunteered with the
Meals on Wheels program in
Metuchen.

Surviving is a brother, James A.
Dowds.

The funeral was held on Wednes-
day, March 10, from the Pettit-Davis
Funeral Home in Rahway, and was
followed by a Mass at St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Church in Rahway.
Interment took place at the Holy
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.
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James T. Kane, 84, Was Navy Veteran;
Had Engineering Consulting Business

James T. Kane, 84, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, March 17, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Bayonne, the son of Irish
immigrants, he lived in Westfield
since 1951.

Mr. Kane owned and operated
James T. Kane P.E. Consulting in
Westfield from 1992 until his retire-
ment in 2002. Between 1970 and
1981, he was the President and owner
of Rings For Drums in Edison.

He attended The Cooper Union in
New York City and received a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y.
Mr. Kane was also a graduate of the
Officers School in Annapolis, Md.

A United States Navy veteran, he
served during and after World War II.

He was a member of the Profes-
sional Engineers of New Jersey.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Anna Kane, and two sons, Kevin G.
Kane and Timothy Kane.

Surviving are three sons, James T.
Kane, Jr., Brian P. Kane and Michael

A. Kane; three daughters, Patricia
Derr, Maureen Kane Berg and
Kathleen Losique, and nine grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, March 20, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.
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Community News

Jeanne Newcomb, 73, Had Been Active
In Presbyterian Church, Scouts, PTA

Jeanne F. Newcomb, 73, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, March 22, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Millington, she lived in
Scotch Plains for more than 60 years.

Mrs. Newcomb had worked in the
Underwriting Department at the
Allstate Insurance Company in
Murray Hill before retiring 12 years
ago. Earlier, she had been a nursery
school teacher in Westfield.

She was a former member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-
Teacher Association and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Booster Club, and
was a former Girl Scout leader.

Mrs. Newcomb also was an active
member of the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church and belonged to its Pres-
byterian Women’s Circle Five.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, James L. Newcomb, Jr., in
1982, and by a daughter, Christie B.
Newcomb, in 1995.

Surviving are a daughter, Nancy J.
Newcomb of New York City; a son,
James L. Newcomb of Toms River,
and two granddaughters.

Funeral services will be at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 26, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment will follow
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will be 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, March 25, at
the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Atlantic Home
Care and Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn 07041 or the Memorial Fund
of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 Martine Avenue, South, Fanwood
07023.

March 25, 2004

“Bobblehead”

Pet Adoptions to be Held
On Weekend of April 4-5

COUNTY – People for Animals
will sponsor a pet adoption event on
Saturday and Sunday, April 4 and 5.

Cats and kittens will be avail-
able both days from noon until 4
p.m. at the PETsMART stores in
Bridgewater at the Promenade
Mall, Routes 28 and 287, and in
the Watchung Square Mall, 1515
Route 22, West, in Watchung.

Dogs will be available on Satur-
day only at the Watchung location
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Among the
prospective adoptees will be
“Bobblehead,” Bob for short, a
young, medium-sized mixed breed
who is described as affectionate.

While his heritage is unknown, he
has a large head, short legs and a
stocky, muscular body. “Bob” walks
well on a leash and behaves well in a

car, according to People for Animals.
To adopt or for more information

about “Bob” and other adoptable
pets, please call (908) 688-1073 and
press 1 for dogs and 3 for cats.

People for Animals Clinic offers
sterilization surgery, including ra-
bies and distemper vaccinations, at
$40 to $45 for cats and $40 to $65 for
dogs. For information, please call
(908) 964-6887.

A HEALTHY LESSON…Cadette Troop No. 916 held a “Leap Into A Healthy
Life” day for Westfield Daisy Girl Scouts on February 28 at Westfield High
School. This marked troop members’ final step to earn their Silver Award.
Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Leigh Couture, Megan Sherman, Lisa
Zavetz and Stephanie Quinton, and bottom row, Lynne Ganley, Danielle
Shoback and Lauren Couture.

Unitarians Expand Hours,
Add Day For Garage Sale

SUMMIT — The Unitarian Church
in Summit, located at 4 Waldron
Avenue at the corner of Waldron and
Springfield Avenues, will add evening
hours to its 27th annual garage sale.

New this year, the sale will begin on
Thursday April 1, at noon and will con-
tinue into the evening, closing at 8 p.m.

The hours for Friday and Saturday,
April 2 and 3, will remain the same.
They are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.

This sale will again include cloth-
ing for men, women and children, as
well as books, tapes, compact disks,
toys, games, linens, jewelry, house-
hold goods, electronic and electrical
items, computers and sporting goods,
among other items. Special finds will
be placed in a Boutique and in a
Better Women’s Clothing section.
This will be the third sale held in the
newly-renovated and expanded
church facility.

Petty Officer Wendy Harris
Assigned to Missile Destroyer
SCOTCH PLAINS – United

States Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Wendy C. Harris, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Harris of Scotch
Plains, recently became part of a
routine, scheduled deployment to
the Mediterranean Sea while as-
signed to the guided missile de-
stroyer USS Gonzalez, home-ported
in Norfolk, Va.

Petty Officer Harris is among more
than 6,500 sailors and Marines to
serve aboard the ships of the USS

Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. En-
terprise is the first United States air-
craft carrier to deploy since the end of
major military operations in Iraq.

The primary mission of Petty Of-
ficer Harris’ ship is to provide multi-
mission offensive and defensive ca-
pabilities. The USS Gonzalez is ca-
pable of operating independently or
as part of a carrier strike group.

A 1989 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Petty Officer
Harris joined the Navy in May 1990.
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John Cheddar
American Literature and
Language Arts Teacher,

Westfield High School, Westfield

John Cheddar

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 29
Hometown: Born and raised in

Woodbridge, Mr. Cheddar currently
resides in Scotch Plains

Education: In 1997, he graduated
from Hofstra University in Long Is-
land, N.Y., where he obtained a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in English and
American Literature with a minor in
Social Psychology.

Currently, Mr.
Cheddar is attending
Drew University in
Madison, where he
is enrolled in the
Master of Arts degree
and Doctoral degree
program in English
Language and Litera-
tures. He will be con-
centrating on Mod-
ern Literature and
Postmodern Litera-
ture.

Previous Experi-
ence: Mr. Cheddar
taught American and World Litera-
ture for four years at St. Peter’s Boys
High School in Staten Island, N.Y.
from 1998 to 2002. While teaching
there, he was also a member of the
Academic Excellence Committee.
He also served as Head Coach for the
school’s wrestling team.

“I am currently in my second year
at Westfield High School, where I
teach American Literature and Lan-
guage Arts,” said Mr. Cheddar. “I am
also an assistant coach for the school’s
wrestling team and an advisor for the
Transition Project.”

A peer education program, the
Transition Project at Westfield High
School (WHS) helps freshmen tran-
sition from intermediate school to
WHS. The group meets during the
school day, 10 times per year, spends
18 hours of training in group facilita-
tion, and includes “nine station mod-
ules which address individual devel-
opment, community and team-build-
ing,” according to the club descrip-
tion on the WHS website.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “I know that I reach my stu-
dents when I see them develop an

original relationship with both the
text and the concepts that we are
exploring by placing their under-
standing in conversation with their
own concerns as individual mem-
bers of our society,” stated Mr. Ched-
dar.

“This synthesis allows students to
realize and appreciate the freedom
that they possess in their own educa-
tion,” he added.

What I Love About
the School District:
“Aside from the op-
portunities that we
have in terms of pro-
fessional develop-
ment, is my feeling
that everyday that I
enter the building I
grow as an educator
and as an individual,”
said Mr. Cheddar.

“My personal
growth is due in large
part to the eclectic
array of pursuits and
perspective offered

by the students, colleagues, and ad-
ministrators that I work with on a
daily basis,” he noted.

“In my two years at Westfield High
School, I have found the Westfield
school district to be a community of
learners and a place where students,
teachers, and administrators are con-
tinually challenged to find opportu-
nities for learning and intellectual
growth,” Mr. Cheddar added.

Favorite Topic to Teach: English
3, which is entitled “American
Voices” at WHS, is Mr. Cheddar’s
favorite topic to teach. Through this
curriculum, the students analyze
ways in which “the voices of the past
have impacted the voices of the
present.” He added that the pupils
also discover and use their voices in
the present in order to affect the
world in the future.

The Future of Education in
America: “I am optimistic about the
future of education in America,” said
Mr. Cheddar. “I believe the focus of
education is in the proper place – on
the students. As educators, we must
continue to create student-centered
classrooms that respectfully chal-
lenge each of our students with a
variety of learning settings and expe-
riences.”

My Goal As An Educator: Provid-
ing his students with an atmosphere
in which they feel able to experiment
with, develop and use their thoughts
in the oral and written form is vital to
Mr. Cheddar.

He stated, “I would like students to
read their literature and their world
with care and precision and continu-
ally challenge themselves to extract
the meaning that exists on and be-
neath the surface.”

“In this space,” he concluded, “I
also hope to nurture lifelong learners
who realize the empowerment and
responsibility that comes with the
ongoing process of education both in
the classroom and beyond.”

Home Life: Mr. Cheddar and his
wife, Alyssa Shanley-Cheddar, will
mark the first birthday of their son,
Jaden, in May. Alyssa specializes in
working with and treating speech –
and language-impaired children.

SPFHS Project Graduation
Seeks Community Support

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) seeks community support
through monetary donations for
Project Graduation 2004, a celebra-
tion for all graduating seniors to be
held on Tuesday, June 22.

The PTA sponsors this event annu-
ally to provide a final social event for
the entire senior class before they
head off to college, trade school or
work in a safe, alcohol and drug-free
environment on what is statistically
the most dangerous night of the year
for high school students.

The event is run with volunteer
support and is financed through do-
nations from parents and guardians,
the districts PTA’s, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Municipal
Alliance, local businesses and civic
groups.

Monetary donations may be sent
to: to Project Graduation, SPFHS
PTA, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains, 07076.

All donations will be acknowl-
edged in a special handout at the
evening graduation ceremony.

Lindsay DeGiralamo to Attend
Nat’l Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD – Lindsay
DeGiralamo of Westfield, a
member of the Class of 2005,
has been chosen to partici-
pate in the National Student
Leadership Conference
(NSLC), a leadership devel-
opment program for outstand-
ing high school students.

Along with 8,000 gifted
high school pupils from
across the United States and 45 coun-
tries around the world, Lindsay will

study, experience, and de-
velop the skills and traits
that define and identify a
leader.

Lindsay will attend spe-
cial workshops and classes
where she will study dis-
tinctions of leadership and
listen to guest speakers.
She will develop her abili-
ties to think on her feet,

engage in critical analysis and com-
municate effectively.

Lindsay DeGiralamo

GLHS Pupils Named Finalists
In Nat’l Scholarship Program

FIVE SCHOLARS…Five students from Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights have been named finalists in the National Merit Scholarship
Program competition. Pictured, left to right, are the finalists: Marissa Deanna,
Bryan Gartner, Alexandra Denby, Eric Lin and Sherrie Hui.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Five
Governor Livingston High School
(GLHS) students, Marissa Deanna,
Alexandra Denby, Bryan Gartner,
Sherrie Hue and Eric Lin, have been
named finalists in the National Merit
Scholarship Program.

The program is an academic com-
petition for recognition and scholar-
ships that began in 1955. High school
students enter the National Merit
Program by taking the PSAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test, which serves as an initial screen
of approximately 1.3 million entrants
each year, and by meeting published

program entry/participation require-
ments.

A variety of information is avail-
able for National Merit Scholarship
Competition (NMSC) selectors to
evaluate —the finalist’s academic
record, information about the
school’s curricula and grading sys-
tem, two sets of test scores, school
recommendation, information about
the student’s activities and leader-
ship, and the finalist’s own essay.

In March, all winners of NMSC
awards will be chosen from the final-
ist group, based on their abilities,
skills, and accomplishments.

Area FDU Students
Receive Term Honors
TEANECK – Fairleigh Dickinson

University’s Metropolitan Campus in
Teaneck has released the names of
students who qualified for the fall 2003
semester Dean’s List and Honors List.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a
student must maintain a 3.2 or better
grade point average out of a possible
4.0. Students must receive a 3.5 grade
point average or better to earn Hon-
ors List status.

Honors List students include Nina
Sado of Scotch Plains and Berkeley
Heights residents Veronica Blanco
and Michael Michejda. Scotch Plains
student Marvin Awaitey was placed
on the Dean’s List.

Governor Livingston
Wins Second Place
In Consumer Bowl
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Four

Governor Livingston (GL) High
School students participated in the
Consumer Bowl Competition spon-
sored by the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs on March 8.

The competition consisted of
competitive questions on all aspects
of consumer law and public speak-
ing activities.

The GL Team competed against
Linden and Plainfield and finished
in Second Place. Team members
were: Chris Manso (Captain/12th
grade), Jess Avecillas (12th grade),
Kika Turnier (12th grade) and Rose
Alvarez (12th grade).

Next year’s team captains, Ali
Sheppard and Ali Slater, attended
the competition as observers.

DRAWING DONORS…Morristown-Beard School’s (MBS) 14th annual blood
drive on February 25 raised 126 pints, handily beating the school’s all-time
donation record. All factions of the Morristown-Beard community, students,
parents, faculty and staff were tapped for donations in the William E. Simon
Athletic Center and were subsequently treated to a buffet of juice and snacks.
MBS student volunteers, junior Roshan Nozari of Westfield, senior John
Cullum of Morristown, and senior Kate Szapiro of Montville, pictured, left to
right, signed in the large crowd of blood donors.

McKinley PTO Announces
Fundraiser for Playground

LADDER TO SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING…”Out
With the Old and in With the New, the McKinley
Playground Needs You” is the slogan developed by
McKinley Elementary School students as the kick-
off campaign slogan for their new playground
fundraiser. Pictured, above, students are excited to
play an important role in designing their new
playground and are anxious to get started raising
the $35,000 needed for this important project.

WESTFIELD – The McKinley
Elementary School Parent-Teacher
Organization (PTO) selected the
slogan “Out with the old in with
the new, McKinley playground
needs you” for its latest fundraising
campaign to raise money for new
playground equipment.

The PTO aims to raise $35,000
for a much-needed
renovation of their
school’s playground,
by purchasing some
more modern, color-
ful and stimulating
play structures for the
school, similar to
those found on other
local elementary cam-
puses.

The current struc-
tures are in disrepair
with broken and miss-
ing equipment. Some
pieces have been
proven unsafe. In gen-
eral, the equipment is
outdated and lacks the
challenges offered by
newer designs.

The PTO, which
strives to involve the
surrounding commu-
nity in its efforts, be-
lieves that this is an
improvement that
would benefit the en-
tire neighborhood and
offer residents in the
McKinley area an al-
ternative to downtown
parks.

The committee
plans to pursue funds
through corporate
grants and giving pro-
grams, foundation
gifts and local busi-
ness and personal donations.

Recently, the Westfield Board
of Education hung two large ply-
wood signs on the exterior walls at
McKinley that will keep the com-
munity abreast of the progress be-
ing made with the raising of funds.

The brightly colored signs
painted by McKinley parent Joanna
Wayner include the slogan and
pictures a playground slide with
each rung of the ladder represent-

ing dollar amounts earned.
Student involvement is key to

the project. The funding campaign
slogan contest was just the initial
phase of getting the children ac-
tively involved in the process.

McKinley School Prinicpal
Claudia Andreski said, “When
children are active in their school,

they take great pride in what they
have accomplished. Life lessons
can be learned through experi-
ences that require their thoughtful
planning and hard work, and our
playground initiative is the per-
fect conduit for creating good citi-
zens.”

For more information or to make
a contribution, please contact Play-
ground Committee Chairperson
Tim Herzog at (908) 789-0404.

Magnet HS Students Reach
Semis in Rutgers Challenge
SCOTCH PLAINS — A team of

eight students from the Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch Plains
has advanced to the finals of the
Rutgers Academic Challenge by
earning the top score in its semi-final
round of competition.

The team competed against 11 other
high school teams in the semi-final
round of the statewide competition,
which took place on March 10 at
Rutgers University in New Brunswick.

The original competition began
with 84 high schools competing; only

three schools — including Magnet
High — remain in the finals.

The Rutgers Academic Challenge
is an interscholastic competition that
promotes academic excellence and
teamwork. Student teams participate
in problem-solving activities and
several “3-Way Quiz” matches. The
competition awards thousands of
dollars in prize money to students
and schools alike.

The Magnet High team that ad-
vanced to the 2004 competition finals
includes: Lucy Guarnera of Hillside;
Crystal Gonzales of Union; Preethi
Moorthy of Scotch Plains; Faye Xu of
Scotch Plains; Eric Whitman of
Westfield; Alex Clark of Scotch Plains;
Eugene Ryan of Roselle Park; and
Jason Katz of Union.

The Rutgers Academic Challenge
activities are based on the state’s
core curriculum content standards.
Students put their problem-solving
and critical-thinking skills to the test
in social students, language arts,
mathematics and science activities.

The 2004 competition began with
statewide competitions, involving 84
high schools. Twelve winners, in-
cluding Magnet High, advanced to
the semi-finals on March 10 at
Rutgers’ New Brunswick campus.
Now, the final three teams will com-
pete at Rutgers on Monday, March
29, for the top award.

The top prize in the contest is a
President’s Cup and a $1,000 cash
award to the winning high school, as
well as $1,000 awards to each of the
eight team members. Second and third
place teams also receive cash awards.

Anti-Tobacco Poster Contest
Winners Told at Franklin

POSTER WINNERS…The winners of the anti-tobacco poster contest at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield included, pictured, left to right: Casey Schuster
(first place); Charles Scott (honorable mention); Victoria Gagliano (honorable
mention); Allie Hoffman (second place); and Robin Ince, Franklin School
Nurse. Not pictured is Johnatan Katz (third place).

WESTFIELD — Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield announced
the winners of its anti-tobacco poster
contest on March 4.

For the third consecutive year,
Franklin School nurse, Robin Ince,

conducted the anti-tobacco program
in the fourth grade over several weeks,
culminating in a poster contest called
“Tar Wars.”

Casey Schuster won first place for
her poster “Smoking: Don’t Be
Tricked!” which pictures a magician
creating the illusion that cigarette
smoking has some benefits.

“Tar Wars”, a national campaign
sponsored by the American Academy
of Family Physicians, taught students
the short- and long-term health and
financial effects of tobacco use. The
program also helped students learn to
resist the pressures influencing youth
to smoke or use any form of tobacco
by critically evaluating various to-
bacco advertisements.

At the end of the campaign, fourth
graders submitted posters with a
“positive message for reasons to re-
main tobacco-free” which were then
judged by a panel of teachers and
presented at a school assembly.

All fourth-grade participants and
winners received prizes for their sub-
missions. Casey Schuster’s award-
winning poster will be judged in the
state contest in Trenton in April. The
state winner will then compete in the
Tar Wars National Poster Contest,
with a grand prize of a family trip to
Disney World.

Leadership Institute for Girls
Planned at Kent Place School

SUMMIT — The Girls’ Leader-
ship Institute at Kent Place School
provides a variety of opportunities
for girls, ages 12 to 14, entering
seventh and eighth grades, to con-
sider new models of leadership and
their own capacities for exercising
leadership.

The institute will hold an Open
House on Wednesday, March 31,
from 7 to 9 p.m. for families inter-
ested in this summer program. Past
participants will attend to share their
program experiences with prospec-
tive girls, while program staff and
counselors will be available to an-
swer questions.

The Open House will be held in
the Commons Room of Mabie House
on the school’s campus at 42
Norwood Avenue.

The institute, which is now in its
ninth year, is a five-day, four-night,
residential summer enrichment pro-
gram for middle school-aged girls
held on the campus of Kent Place
School in Summit.

Participants will interact with
women who have distinguished them-

selves through their career and per-
sonal choices, and enjoy the physical
challenges of a rope course designed
to build strength, trust and self-con-
fidence.

Daily workshops will also provide
information and practice in areas
important for leadership develop-
ment, such as self-esteem, individual
voice, planning and goal setting, or-
ganizational skills and conflict reso-
lution.

Under the direction of Institute
Director Christine Clemens, a Kent
Place Middle School teacher, and
Liz Woodall, Director of Students,
the institute is designed to teach
leadership skills that strengthen
girls’ confidence and self-esteem.
The program aims to motivate each
participant to discover her own voice
and develop her own leadership
goals.

Limited need-based scholarships
are available. For more information,
please contact Eileen Hutton, at (908)
273-0900, extension no. 266, visit
www.kentplace.org, or e-mail
leadership@kentplace.org.

Femia Participates
In Leaders Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS – Brandon
Femia of Scotch Plains was selected to
participate in the National Young Lead-
ers Conference (NYLC) in Washing-
ton, D.C. from March 9 to 14.

A leadership development program for
high school students who have demon-
strated leadership potential and scholastic
merit, Brandon interacted with a variety
of personnel who operate within the three
branches of government, the news media,
and the international community.

Brandon, a student at St. Joseph
High School in Metuchen, also partici-
pated in leadership skill-building ac-
tivities and simulations.

CELEBRATING SEUSS…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr visited Laurie
Feinberg’s class at School One Elementary in Scotch Plains on March 2 to mark
“Read Across America” day. The mayor read “Green Eggs and Ham” by
children’s author Dr. Seuss to the students. Pictured, above, Ms. Feinberg’s
students pose with Mayor Mahr in front of a special bulletin board created to
celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday.
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FRANCAVILLA FINISHES CAREER WITH 111 WINS

Raiders Will Say ‘So Long’
To Eleven Quality Wrestlers

WESTFIELD BOYS CLAIM STATE RECORD 20TH TITLE

Devil Swim Boys Established
State Record, Personal Bests

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the Westfield High School
(WHS) boy swimmers lost their
opener to Bridgewater-Raritan, 90.5-
79.5, critics had doubts if this would
be the year that the New Jersey Pub-
lic School record of 19 state titles,
established by Trenton in 1957 and
tied by the Blue Devils last year,
would be broken. However, for those
of little faith, the Blue Devils put it
all together by season’s end and
brought the new record of 20 home to
Westfield on February 29.

“When we lost our opener to
Bridgewater, the season could’ve
gone into the tank, but the kids never
doubted that they’d be swimming for
a state title,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bruce Johnson. “They com-
mitted to working as hard as they
could, and that’s what they did.”

After graduating 10 seniors with
state tournament experience and hav-
ing another swimmer not return, the
Blue Devils had an uphill battle but
went on to finish with a 14-2 record,
losing only to Bridgewater-Raritan
and top-ranked St. Joseph’s. That
brought the win total to 698 since the
program began in 1934. Johnson’s
coaching victories rose to 134, top-
ping the mark of 132 set by former
coach Perry Coultas (1977-1988).

The Blue Devils glided to their
fifth straight Union County Tourna-
ment title – Westfield’s 47th in 48
years – and placed second at the

Pirate Invitational, touching out
Greenwich, the Connecticut state
champion. Senior Ryan
Bartholomew became the first WHS
individual winner at Pirate since Sean
Schafer in 1994. At the county meet,
Bartholomew became a four-time
winner in the 50-yard freestyle and
also won the 100 free. Chris Heinen
won the 100 fly and 500 free and 12
different Blue Devils swam on the
three winning relays.

One of the highlights of the dual
meet season was the WHS boys and
girls meet with St. Joseph (boys) and
Mount Saint Mary (girls) in front of
a standing room-only crowd.

“Although coming out on the short
end, everybody left pretty happy,
with lots of good swims,” noted
Johnson.

WHS nipped prep powerhouse
Lawrenceville School, the oldest
swim program in New Jersey, 88-82.
Both teams recorded top swims.

After a bye and a win over
Watchung Hills, the Blue Devils over-
whelmed Bridgewater, 102-68, in the
North Section 2 Public A final.

“Pat Daurio’s 2:01.98 in the 200
IM was the highlight swim for us,”
said Johnson.

In the state semifinals, WHS wiped

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Parting is such sweet sorrow,” –
Romeo and Juliet may not particu-
larly be on one’s mind when thinking
about a rugged Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
that was beaten only twice this sea-
son – West Milford and Phillipsburg
–, and captured the Union County
(UC) crown, the District 11 title and
sent four wrestlers to the state tour-
nament. However, the Raiders will
say “so long” to 11 seniors – eight

who competed regularly at the var-
sity level – but will still be competi-
tive next year with several returning
varsity underclassmen and a fine
nucleus from the junior varsity.

During their four-year careers,
these 11 seniors experienced three
District 11 titles, crowned 18 district
champions, 12 Union County
champs, seven Region 3 champs and
had 11 state tournament qualifica-
tions, tallying one second place, two
fourth places, a fifth place and a 7/
8th place. Additionally, this fine har-

vest of talent elevated Raider wres-
tling to state power status.

“I have been coaching them for
five years. I had them for a year in
middle school. (At varsity) they all
found a home for themselves. All 11
guys contributed something to the
program,” said Raider Head Coach
John Scholz.

Of the seniors, Derek Francavilla
experienced three trips to Atlantic
City (AC). This year, he finished as
the Region 3, 125-lb champion,

Blue Devil Girls Continued
As One of Swimming’s Best

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls swim-
ming has definitely continued to shine
and be noticed this past season as
their strength, depth, maturity and
talented youth raised eyebrows.

“It was a great season in so many
ways,” explained first year Blue Devil
Head Coach Jamie Ruszala. “It was
great fun and hopefully I will be able
to continue on to uphold the winning
tradition. There was lots of talent on
the team, particularly in the junior

class that will be coming up next
year. This year’s freshman class pos-
sesses an immense amount of talent;
at least that is what the girls are
telling me. But, there is no doubt that
the Blue Devil girls swimming team
will continue to get only better.”

The Blue Devils finished 12-3,
losing only to powerhouses Mount
St. Mary’s, Immaculate Heart and
East Windsor.

“We choose to compete against
teams like St. Mary and Immaculate
Heart because they offered much

stiffer competition,” said Ruszala.
“In our last swim of the season, the
meet against East Windsor, it was
simply phenomenal, just awesome.
It was an all around great team effort
whereby we set 39 best times and
captured a first place. We power-
pointed more than any time during
the season, so needless to say every-
one including myself was very jubi-
lant.”

The Blue Devils were equally suc-
cessful in tournament competition

Courtesy of Tola Murphy-Baran for The Westfield Leader
DEFINITELY IN A CLASS OF THEIR OWN…The Westfield High School boys swimming team defeated Cherry Hill
East, 90-80, for the New Jersey Public “A” title at The College of New Jersey on February 29. The victory was the 20th
state title for the Blue Devils, which eclipsed the record of 19 set by Trenton in 1957 and tied last year by the Blue Devils.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT CHAMPS, COUNTY CHAMPS, CHAMPS…The Raider wrestling team celebrates after winning the District
11 Tournament. Eleven seniors will graduate from a squad that had experienced three-straight District 11 titles and a
Union County title, crowned 18 district champions, 12 Union County champs, seven Region 3 champs and had 11 state
tournament qualifications.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries and brief afflictions hin-
dered the Westfield High School
wrestling team’s performance
throughout the regular season and in
some early tournaments, but the Blue
Devils healed up somewhat to turn in
a fine performance and place third at
the District 11 (D-11) Tournament.

As a result, the Blue Devils claimed
three champions, two, second places
and a third place. One champion,
senior Lee Tomasso, finished his
wrestling career in style with several

stellar performances in the Region 3
Tournament and the NJSIAA Tour-
nament.

Having finished the regular season
with a 7-11 record, Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz commented, “We
could have just as easily been 11-7 or
better. We had a pretty good team but
we didn’t show it, partly due to in-
jury, partly due to distractions.”

Avoiding serious injury, Tomasso
(152-lbs) was consistent throughout
the season, placed third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and cap-
tured first in D-11. In the Region 3

Tournament, he placed third by
bouncing top-seeded Guy Severini
of South Plainfield, 3-1, and by stop-
ping Boonton’s Matt Rathbun, 6-2.
Tomasso went on to place in the top-
12 at Atlantic City, elevating his
season’s record to 28-8 and his ca-
reer wins to 88.

In his four-years varsity, Tomasso
placed third in the UCT twice and

won it last year to become the
tournament’s Outstanding Wrestler.
He also claimed two D-11 titles and
placed second once.

“Since Lee came to us, I knew what
kind of ability he had. It wasn’t until
the end of his career that he realized
his talent. He opened it up and let it all
go. I’m glad he opened up and gave
himself the opportunity to realize how
good he was,” Kurz expressed.

Senior Rob Mench (103-lbs) had
three fine varsity years, compiling a
65-16 record. Two years ago, he placed
third in D-11, last year he placed
second in the UCT and D-11 and, this
season, he was crowned 103-lb cham-
pion in both tournaments and finished
with a 23-2 record. Mench’s emotions
were rattled in the Region 3 Tourna-
ment when his 7-6 win in the semis
was overturned to a disqualification
due to penalty points, thrusting him
back to the third-place wrestleback
that he lost, 5-3.

“Robbie’s career didn’t end the
way he wanted it to but that doesn’t
take away from his accomplish-
ments,” Kurz pointed out. “He was

TOMASSO ENDS MAT CAREER WITH 88 VICTORIES, MENCH FINISHES 23-2

Senior Lee Tomasso Set Good Example
For Returning Blue Devil Wrestlers

solid for us. I don’t think he lost a
dual meet match in two years. He put
himself at the head of the class in
Westfield wrestling.”

Senior Chris Johnson (189-lbs) had
a fine season going for him until he
injured his knee three weeks before
the districts. His conditioning never
quite recovered in the districts as two
third-period rallies by his opponents
cost him a trip to the regions. He
finished with a 12-3 record.

“Chris worked harder than anyone
during the off season. His work in the
weight room really showed. Chris
had an injury. He was 11-1 heading
into the districts. He tried to get back
(to par). In time, he will realize how
hard he worked and how much it
meant to him,” predicted Kurz.

Senior heavyweight/215-lb Nick
Gismondi wrestled varsity his sopho-
more and senior years but was side-
lined his entire junior year due to a
shoulder injury. Gismondi helped so-
lidify the upper weight classes, pro-
vided key wins and team leadership.

Junior Tom DelDuca (145-lbs) fin-
ished this season with an 18-4 record
and captured his second-straight D-
11 title. He wrestled well in the
regions and placed fourth. Last year
he finished with a 24-5 record and
won the D-11 title at 140-lbs. In his
freshman year, he placed second in
D-11 at 130-lbs.

“Tommy missed a good portion of
the season but came back in time to
win districts and go far in the re-
gions. He only lost by three points to
the person who placed fourth in
states,” said Kurz.

Junior Sam Kramer (112-lbs)
boosted his career record to 52-21 by
finishing 18-6 this season. Last year,
he placed fourth in the UCT and
second in D-11. This year, he placed
second in both tournaments.

“He was disappointed the way his
season ended. I think he learned a lot
this season and he will have a strong
senior year. He had six losses and
four were to Wilson (state qualifier).
Every time he went out on the mat he
gave it his all,” said Kurz.

A pleasant surprise came from
sophomore Andrew Shaffer who
placed second in D-11 at 160-lbs and
finished with a 13-7 record.

“He was by far our most improved
wrestler, raw talent, raw ability,”
expressed Kurz. “This year, he was
more focused. I think he is going to
be one of the key ingredients for our
future.”

Of the remaining returning varsity
starters, sophomore Colin Williard
(171-lbs) placed third in D-11 and
finished with a 9-10 record and jun-
ior Craig Hewit placed fourth in D-
11 at 130-lbs. Varsity starters also
returning are sophomores Matt
Kamal (119-lbs), Steve Cruikshank
(215-lbs) and Alex Lewis (160), and
freshmen Mark Boyd (135-lbs) and
Colin MacKay (119-125).

Blue Devil Girls Continued
As One of Swiming’s Best

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

where they gobbled up third place at
the Pirate Invitational held in West
Windsor on January 11.

“We swam very well at that meet,
although it came down to the last
race when our girls pulled out a 400-
relay victory that secured a third
place finish,” said Ruszala.

The hard-working Blue Devils had
plenty of depth to splash around when
they won their 12th-straight Union
County Tournament title, capturing
three first places, four seconds and
three third-places on January 31.
Junior Jackie De La Fuente touched
first in the 100-yard breaststroke.
Senior Becky Fallon, De La Fuente,
freshman Brittany Reyes and junior
Kirsten Selert delivered a victory in
the 200-medley relay.

“We really shined at that meet,”
said Ruszala. “Westfield has shown
strength and depth each and every
year and, as a team, we really dem-
onstrated that again in the counties.”

More success came when the Blue
Devils, winning nine of 11 events,
thrashed Bridgewater-Raritan, 121-
49, to capture the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A title on
February 23. Junior Amanda Dickson
touched first in the 100-freestyle.
Freshman Kylie Fraser placed first in

the 100-butterfly and senior Susanne
Fowler won the 200-freestyle. De La
Fuente claimed victory in the 100-
breaststroke and Fallon touched first
in the 100-backstroke.

Later, Fowler joined teammates
senior Danielle Heffernan, Reyes and
Selert to win the 200-freestyle relay.
Winning members of the medley
team included Fallon, DeLaFuente,
Reyes and Selert. In the 200 IM, it
was Dickson who touched first for
the victory. Claiming first place in
the 400-relay race was the team of
Reyes, Dixon, freshman Julie
Cederoth and Fowler.

“It was a good meet in terms of the
scoring but not as far as the times,”
said Ruszala. “Most of the swim-
mers simply wanted to power house
high but apparently they fell short or
saved it a bit for the upcoming meet.”

Westfield will graduate Emily
Barnes, Ali Devlin, Fallon, Fowler,
Carolyn Freundlich, Alyson Goodman,
Heffernan, Cassie Lo, Samantha
Tarnofsky, Kellie Layton and Tovah
Tripp. Looking ahead, assuming ev-
eryone gets bigger, stronger and that
they will continue to work hard over
the summer, to fulfill their immense
potential, it’s going to take a super
team to beat Westfield next year.
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Fanwood
JUST LISTED! Pristine! Lovely 
Cape Cod with "colonial charm" 
offers living room with fireplace, 
formal dining room, eat-in 
kitchen, 4 bedrooms and 2 full 
baths. The finished basement has 
a wonderful rec room with bar 
and new carpeting, large laundry 
room and workshop. The newly 
fenced backyard features a 
spacious two-tiered deck and
beautiful gardens. 

Priced at $399,900.

Westfield
JUST LISTED! Impeccable! Ten 

room Colonial home features 

formal living room with fireplace, 

formal dining room, eat-in 

kitchen with granite countertops, 

spacious family room, five 

bedrooms and 4 .1  baths.  

Amenities include box beam

ceilings, 1st floor laundry, CAC. 

A must see at $829,000.

Congratulations Patricia Greiff
Prudential New Jersey Properties proudly congratulates 

Patricia Greiff for her accomplishments in 2003, earning the 

Sales Leader of the Year Award for the Westfield Office, 

membership in the Prudential President's Circle, ranking Pat 

among the top 7% of Prudential real estate agents nationwide 

and the NJAR's Circle of Exellence Silver Level award. 
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David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAVING A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR FUTURE BLUE DEVILS…Senior Lee Tomasso, top, in his four-years of varsity
recorded 88 victories, placed third in the county tournament twice and won it last year to become the Outstanding
Wrestler. He also claimed two District 11 titles, placed second once and, this season, finished in the top-12 in the state.

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Senior Chris Johnson carried an 11-1 record into the districts.

Fred Lecomte (2003-2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAM CAPTAINS AND COACH…Blue Devil swim girls Head Coach Jamie
Ruszala is flanked by team captains Susanna Fowler, left, and Cassie Lo. This
season, the Blue Devils finished 12-3 and won their 12th-straight Union County
Tournament.

Fred Lecomte (2003-2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DYNAMITE IN THE WATER…Junior Kirsten Selert has been a major asset
for the Blue Devils this year.
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Westfield Blue Devil Swim Boys Established
State Public School Record, Personal Bests

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Will Say ‘So Long’
To Eleven Quality Raider Wrestlers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

placed second at AC and turned in a
23-5 record, upping his four-year
varsity record to 111-18. Last year,
he finished fourth at AC at 125-lbs
and in his sophomore season, he
placed 7/8th at 103-lbs. Francavilla
is hoping to attend Columbia Uni-
versity, Rutgers, Boston University
or the University of Virginia.

“Derek was the first wrestler to get
over 100 wins at Scotch Plains. It’s
an amazing task! He’s that individual
where people look at him and say
things can be done,” pointed out
Scholz.

Andrew Silber made the trip to AC
twice at 171-lbs. Last year, after
winning the Region 3 title, he won
two bouts at AC and finished 28-6.
This year, he placed fifth at AC and
finished 31-7, upping his career
record to 90-39. Of his college
choices, Silber is leaning toward
Sacred Heart.

“Each year he kept getting better
and better. He did amazing things,
becoming a region champ last year,
knocking off two really good kids.
This year his style really stunned a
lot of people. He wrestled good com-
petition and, when he lost, he lost by
only a point or two. To wrestle back
and take fifth, that’s hard to do,”
expressed Scholz.

Charlie Bachi (189-lbs), entered
the districts with an 0-17 record his
freshman year but won twice to place
third and qualify for the regions—
the first of four times. In his next
three seasons, he went 61-21, won a
UC crown and two district titles and
finished his 2004 season, 20-5.

“Charlie was able to make the trip
to the regions the four years that he
wrestled,” Scholz mentioned. “This
year, what a great campaign he had,
ranked in the top-eight and beating
really good guys. What a great com-
petitor!”

This year, Eric Connolly won the
UC and district crowns at 140-lbs,
took second in the regions to make
the trip to AC and finished 26-4. In
his four varsity years, he amassed a
90-21 record.

“His sophomore year, coming
down to double overtime at the su-
per regions that would have brought
him to the states,” noted Scholz.
“After last season was over, he made
an oath to himself that he was going
to get better. He finished in the top-
16 in the Beast of the East. I knew
from that point on that I had a com-
petitor.”

Ronnie Ferrara had a great year at
119-lbs, placing second in the dis-
trict and finishing with a 20-10 record.

“Ronnie was one of the light-
weights who was grouped in with the
other kids. He wrestled whatever spot
he could and wrestled all the way
through,” said Scholz. “It’s a credit
that he wrestled all those different
weight classes but not the actual one

that he would have like to have
wrestled.”

Pedro Coyt finished 14-9 at 152
and qualified for the regions and
heavyweight Andrew Loomis, a John
Goles Tournament winner in 2003
who experienced varsity action all
four years, placed second in the dis-
tricts and finished with a 17-10 record.

Yoav Nudell fulfilled a dream when
he won the 160-lb district crown.

“Andrew, we knew that we had a
good heavyweight who we could
depend on. He was that close to
beating quality kids,” said Scholz.

Junior Steve Mineo (130-lbs)
upped his three-year varsity record
to 87-12 by finishing 31-5 this year.
Mineo won his second UC, district
and region crowns in a row and placed
fourth at AC. Junior Marc Fabiano
(215-lbs), a district champ at 189-lbs

last year, finished 16-10 to up his
two-year total to 37-17. Junior AJ
Watson placed third in the district at
145-lbs. Freshman Pat Mineo won
the district title at 135-lbs and fin-
ished 24-6.

“Pat Mineo! What a gamer! No
matter what distractions were out
there he was focused,” expressed

Scholz.
Freshmen Dave DeNichilo (103-

lbs), Sal Gano (112-lbs), Ricky Olsen
(125-lbs) and Damion Gibbs had fine
seasons as did juniors Anthony
Ferrante (135-lbs) and Dakiem
Gaines (130-lbs). Several JVs will
rise up to fill in the vacated spots in
the upper weight classes.

“We are going to be pretty good at
our lower weights next year,” stated
Scholz. “We will have a very scrappy
team!”

out Central Jersey champ
Hillsborough, 107-63. Heinen won
the 200 and 100,
Bar tho lomew
won the 50 and
b a c k s t r o k e ,
Daurio won the
fly and breast-
stroke and Josh
Schoenfeld won
the 100 IM and
500 free.

In the state fi-
nal against
Cherry Hill East
it came down to
the final relay,
with WHS win-
ning behind
Schoenfeld, Dan
Chabanov, Tim
Kolenut and
Heinen in a sea-
s o n - b e s t
3:22.40. Heinen
earlier won the
200 and 100
freestyles and
pulled out a key
win in the 200-free relay with a
22.10 anchor leg. Daurio’s 1:00.98
in the 100 breast was third fastest in
WHS history, ahead of 1968 Olym-
pian Dave Perkowski.

Over the final week, WHS swim-
mers posted 110 best times and moved
up from No. 5 in the state to No. 2, in
the Gannett Rankings. Also, on

March 6-7, WHS put on a strong
show in the state Individual Champi-

onships. Bartholomew swam a 21.60
in the 50 free, second fastest in school
history. Heinen went 52.87 in the
100 fly, fourth fastest in school his-
tory.

The three relays finished with some
of the fastest times in WHS history
also. The medley of Bartholomew,
Daurio, Sam Gurdus and Heinen went

Courtesy of Tola Murphy-Baran for The Westfield Leader
THE GREAT TASTE OF PIZZA…Blue Devil Head Coach Bruce Johnson, with
head shaved, celebrates with his team and crunches on some pizza after winning
the state Public A title.

1:40.54 to place fourth in state (sev-
enth in WHS Top 15 List), the 200

free (Heinen,
K o l e n u t ,
S c h o e n f e l d ,
B a r t h o l o m ew )
went 1:29.14, fifth
in state (third on
Top 15 List) and
the 400 free
( B a r t h o l o m ew,
Kevin Hobson,
S c h o e n f e l d ,
Heinen) went
3:17.77 for fourth
in state (eighth on
Top 15 List).

Also contribut-
ing with wins
throughout the sea-
son were: senior
Dave Hedman; jun-
ior Andrew
Prunesti; sopho-
mores Brandon
Cuba, Kyle Murray
and Dan McGrory,
and freshmen Luke
Baron and PJ

Harley.
“It was a great group of young

men, who worked hard and really did
come together as a team. I didn’t
think we’d be as bad as some people
thought because, despite all the (per-
sonnel) losses, we had a really good
group, talented, hard-working and
nice kids,” said Johnson.

“The support of the parents and
the alums was awesome. Having all
the old guys at states really pumped
the kids up. And Chris McFadden
(’88) stopping by was amazing. He’s
one of the best ever at WHS, and he
took the time to come watch. That’s
just awesome.’’

Coach Johnson contributed the in-
depth information and the quotes.

Courtesy Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
END OF THE SEASON DINNER…The Westfield High School Ice hockey seniors and their parents, recently enjoyed the
end of the season dinner at the Westwood in Garwood.

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECORDING WIN NO. 100…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, recorded his
100th career victory during the Union County Tournament semifinals with an
8-2 conquest of Joe Blackford of Roselle Park.
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Golf Professional Discusses
Hitting Ball Into the Wind

If you are having trouble hitting
golf shots into the wind, there are
three concepts that you might want
to try to help you when it is windy.

The first concept is one of the most
simple golf sayings, “when it is
breezy, swing easy.” The tough part
about this concept is that human
instinct pleads for the player to swing
harder and faster. This could lead
towards disaster. We know harder
and faster are not a good combina-
tion in golf even under normal con-
ditions. Under windy conditions it is
even worse. A player should learn to
swing with normal effort or even
choke down on the grip and swing
more conservatively.

This simple saying relates directly
to the second concept. Try to create
a lower ball flight. If the ball flight is
high, then the ball will tend to float
in the air and it will fall short of the
green or fairway. A simple way to
create a lower ball flight with an iron
is to select a stronger club. If the shot
is a 7-iron under normal conditions
choose a 5-iron and choke down on
the grip. Remember it is breezy, so
swing easy. Take a normal paced

swing but one that is a bite shorter.
Finally, the last concept is to move

the ball back in your stance. Move
the ball back in your stance about
two inches but keep your hands for-
ward. This position will de-loft the
club, making a 7-iron more like a 5-
iron. The ball will not travel as far as
a normal 5-iron shot but it will fly
lower and that is the goal. Hopefully
these concepts will help you next
time it is windy.

Michael Kierner is the Head Teach-
ing Professional at Shackamaxon
Golf & Country Club. For more in-
formation about lessons, please call
(908) 233-3989. MARCH MADNESS...The girls sixth grade WBA basketball team, the

Lockpickers, won the championship game, 17-16, played on March 13 at
Roosevelt School. Maria Neimera sank a free throw with four seconds left to
clinch the title. The team finished the regular season, 7-3. Pictured, left to right,
are: kneeling; Amanda Centrella, Corrine Parsloe, Sadie Burgdorf and Leah
Geoghegan; standing, Alexa Zepka, Suzanne Lemberg, Danielle Cofone, Laura
Kenney and Sara Connery. Missing are Maria Nemiera, Olivia Magninini and
coaches Ray Connery, Rod Geoghegan and Bob Centrella.

Daniel Seeger Makes
Hamilton Lax Team

CLINTON, NY – Daniel Seeger, the
son of Susan and Geoffrey Seeger of
Westfield who was a Westfield High
School graduate, has been selected to
play on the 2004 Hamilton College
men’s lacrosse team.

Last year, the men’s lacrosse team
had the best season in the program’s
55-year history as the Continentals set
a school record with 15 wins, won their
first Upstate Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation title, earned their first NCAA
Tournament berth and advanced to the
NCAA quarterfinals. Presently,
Hamilton is ranked eighth in the La-
crosse Magazine Division 3 Preseason
Top 20 poll.

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 05-06 PRINTED FORMS FOR THE

2004-2005 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 19, 2004 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be ac-
companied by a bid bond, cashier’s check
or certified check made payable to the
Westfield Board of Education for 10 percent
(10%) of the amount of the total bid, how-
ever, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: WILLIAM M. COLE, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 19TH day of MARCH, A.D. 2004, upon
the application of the undersigned, as EX-
ECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

MICHAEL F. REHILL
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEY
MICHAEL F. REHILL
345 KINDERKAMACK ROAD
WESTWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07675
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: EMILY B. SZUBA A/K/A EMILY
BIERYLO SZUBA, Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 19TH day of MARCH, A.D. 2004, upon
the application of the undersigned, as EX-
ECUTORS of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

STELLE SOMMER
JOHN I. BIERYLO

EXECUTORS
ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
P.O. BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on March 23,
2004.  It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the Township Council to be held
at its meeting room in the Township Hall,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey, on April 13, 2004 at 8:00 P.M.  During
the week prior to and up to and including the
date of such meeting copies of the full
ordinance will be available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for the members of the general public
who shall request the same.  The summary
of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO
AUTHORIZE THE REPLACE-
MENT OF THE
ANTENNA\TOWER AT THE
SOUTH SIDE FIRE HOUSE
(CO. NO. 2) IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $380,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHO-
RIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

PURPOSE (S): Replacement of the
antenna\tower at the South Side Fire House
(Co. No. 2) in, by and for the Township,
including removal of the existing tower, con-
struction of a new antenna\tower (with cellu-
lar capability) and related facilities, installa-
tion of communications equipment, improve-
ments to the Fire House in order to accom-
modate the new tower and related facilities
and equipment, replacement of the roof on
the Fire House and installation of a land-
scaping buffer.

Appropriation: $380,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $361,900
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $30,000
Useful Life: 10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 3/25/04, The Times Fee: $58.65

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, April 12, 2004 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following applica-
tion:

WILL AND JOE FARIS, APPLICANTS
(WESTFIELD AUTO SPA), 215 SOUTH
AVENUE EAST, BLOCK 3204, LOT 7,
seeking major site plan approval of the Land
Use Ordinance.

Applicant proposes to renovate an exist-
ing building and make site changes to con-
vert the premises to an automatic drive
through car wash with adjoining drive through
automobile lubrication facility. The use is
permitted as a conditional use in the zone
when it meets all the requirements for such
a conditional use. This application does not
meet all the conditional use requirements
set forth and therefore applicant is seeking
the following “d and c” variances from the
Land Use Ordinance:

LIST OF NEW C.40: 55D-70 c and d
VARIANCES REQUIRED:

Section 18.14C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 25 feet. Proposed is 4.42
and 22.36 feet. (“d” variance)

Section 18.14E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a maximum al-
lowable building coverage of 20%. Proposed
is 24.2%. (“d” variance)

Section 17.02B4 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires the number of
parking spaces per zone is 28. Proposes is
14 spaces.

Section 17.10C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires maximum allow-
able illumination level at the property line of
0.5 foot candles. Greater than 0.5 foot
candles are proposed.

Section 16.04E1 and E3 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires the number
of permitted signs at 1 or 3. Ten are pro-
posed.

Section 16.04E1 and E3 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a maximum
mounting height of  12 feet. Fourteen is
proposed.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $54.06

Warrior Boys Crack
Branchburg Cagers

The Westfield Warriors 4th Grade
Boys Travel Basketball team upset
top-seeded Branchburg, 37-24, to ad-
vance to the Garden State Basketball
League championship. The game was
tied at 22 going into the fourth quarter
when Westfield went on a 15-2 tear to
finish with an impressive victory.

Ned Allen lead all scorers with
nine points while Alex Williams and
Jackson O’Leary netted eight and six
points, respectively. Max Tabak and
Paul Werner added clutch foul shoot-
ing by sinking all their foul shots.
Williams, Nate Mitchell and Mike
Giacone dominated the boards with
15, 14 and 12 rebounds, respectively
while Michael Mondon and Sam
Rosenburgh added tough defensive
play throughout the game.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Correction

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, March 9, 2004 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE NO. 13-01
ADOPTED JUNE 12, 2001 ES-
TABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR MUNICIPAL
EMPLOYEES

was adopted on seconded and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/25/04, The Times Fee: $17.85

WF 7th Girls Defeat
B. Heights in Hoops
The Westfield 7th Grade Girls

Travel Basketball Team advanced
this past week in the Tri-County
League playoffs with a, 36-31, win
over Berkeley Heights. Westfield
advanced to 15-2 in league play
and will meet Branchburg in the
championship game.

Charlotte O’Leary led all scor-
ers with 11 points and netted three
3-pointers while Liz Schoenbach
and Shannon Murray scored 10
and eight points, respectively.
Nicole Blackmon had six assists
and seven points. Shannon Murray
and Dayna Marino controlled the
boards with 15 and 10 rebounds,
respectively. Tara Zierler added
tough defense.

Warrior Boys Capture
Pee Wee League Title
The Westfield Warriors 4th Grade

Boys Travel Basketball Team won
the Union County Pee Wee League
Playoff Championship this past
weekend by defeating St. Mikes of
Union, 44-26, to finish with an over-
all record of 13-1 in league play.
 The Warriors were also regular sea-
son champions.

In the championship game, Alex
Williams and Jackson O’Leary led
the scoring with nine points each
while Nathan Mitchell netted six
points and Max Tabak and Ned
Allen each had five. Michael
Giacone and Peter Mebane, with
12 and 10 rebounds, respectively,
controlled the boards while Paul
Werner had seven steals and
Michael Mondon added six assists.
John Lanzano, Kurt Kowalski and
Sam Rosenburgh all contributed
with intense defensive play.

The Warriors will also play for
the championships of the Garden
State League and the IHM March
Madness Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon Golf Pro Michael Kierner
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BULLET PROOF DOG…Sarah Johnston, center, a student at Jonathan Day-
ton High School in Springfield, raised $495 in pennies – 49,500 coins – in order
to purchase a bulletproof vest for a police dog with the Union County Sheriff’s
K-9 Search and Rescue Unit. She presented the vest to K-9 officers at her school.
Helping her fit the vest on Yaksha, a 5-year-old German shepherd, is Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich, right, and Sgt. Ronald Malcolm. The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders matched her effort by promising a second new vest for the
canine officers.

More Letters to the Editor

Roselle Receives $50,000
Railroad Study Grant

TRENTON – In a continued ef-
fort to promote regional planning as
part of Governor James
McGreevey’s smart growth agenda,
Department of Community Affairs
Commissioner Susan Bass Levin
today presented Roselle Mayor
Garrett Smith with a $50,000 Smart
Future Planning Grant to benefit
Roselle. The funding will support
the borough’s redevelopment plan.

“Smart Future Planning Grants en-
able communities throughout the
state to develop realistic growth
plans,” Commissioner Levin said.
“If we are to preserve our quality of
life in New Jersey, we must work
together to cooperatively and com-
prehensively manage growth. Smart
Future Planning Grants make that
possible.”

“As a newly-elected mayor, I truly
am excited and proud to accept my
first check from the State on behalf
of Roselle and our citizens,” said
Mayor Smith. “With support from
Governor McGreevey and Commis-
sioner Levin, and with grants like
this, we are making real progress

toward Roselle’s future, and I look
forward to making all of Roselle’s
plans come to fruition.”

Specifically, Roselle will use its
Smart Future Grant to coordinate
efforts with nearby Linden on a joint
redevelopment plan. The coordinated
plan will address the communities’
public transportation needs, in an
effort to provide direct access to both
the Northeast Corridor and Raritan
Valley. In addition, the plan will look
at the redevelopment of the St.
Georges Avenue and Chestnut Street
neighborhood.

DCA awards planning grants as
part of its Smart Future Initiative,
which promotes regional planning
between municipalities and counties
throughout New Jersey and is funded
through DCA’s Office of Smart
Growth. The Smart Future Initiative
provides county and municipal plan-
ners access to state experts from
DCA, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the Depart-
ment of Transportation, as well as
funds to work with outside consult-
ants with specialized expertise.

SMAshing SUCCESS…Members of the New Jersey Chapter of FightSMA
(Spinal Muscular Atrophy) extended their appreciation to area residents and
downtown merchants who recently supported Westfield’s First Annual
SMAsquerade, which enabled the chapter to make a significant contribution
toward funding for SMA research and development. The second annual
SMAsquerade will be held on Saturday, October 16. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Mary Jane Prybylski, Kim Rhodes, Margaret Kuehn, Maureen Higgins,
Lisa Simcox and Nancy Murray.

SP-F BOE Member Nowlin Makes
Clarifications on Class Size

As a Scotch Plains - Fanwood Board
of Education member, running for my
second term, I would like to clarify a few
things. First, my wife’s name is Joyce -
not Joanne as reported a couple of weeks
ago, nor Janet as reported three years
ago during my first candidacy (she is
starting to get suspicious!). Joyce has
given me tremendous support for the last
three years as a board member and with-
out her continuing support I would not
run again.

Secondly, I would like to clarify class
size. It was accurately reported that we
strive to keep classes with less than 25 in
kindergarten through third grade, 23-26
in fourth and fifth, and 25-30 in sixth
through twelfth. In reality, our class
sizes are well below these levels, and
they have been for many years.

Currently, our kindergarten classes
average just below 20; first through third
are about 21; fourth and fifth average
about 22. I believe small class size is one
of the most important attributes of our
district, right behind top-notch teachers.

There has also been discussion about
“cuts” in our program, i.e. “The admin-
istration cut $697,759 in order to bring
the budget to its current standing.” Ac-
tually, very little has been cut from
existing programs, less than $50,000 -
all out of the classroom. The rest of the
“cuts” actually came from proposed
increases in programs that had to be
reduced in order to get under the state
mandated cap.

We are very fortunate this year to be
able to add teachers to our ever-increas-
ing student enrollment, allowing us to
keep class sizes under our desired limit.

I would also like to clearly state that I
believe a 5.9 percent increase in our total
budget is not inconsequential. While
this increase is down from last year, it
will still result in an increase in our
property taxes. I’ll save the debate about
property tax reform for another day, but
I acknowledge that property tax increases
are difficult for many of us.

However, we are a so-called “rich”
district which means that over 90 per-
cent of our school budget must be raised
from local property taxes. Contracted
salaries and benefits, which make up
about 75 percent of our budget, are in-
creasing about 4 percent and 20 percent
respectively. So, maintaining the high
quality schools we have in our district is
difficult to balance with affordable prop-
erty taxes. We do this by keeping our
costs efficient.

Our cost-per-pupil is lower than 16 of
21 school districts in Union County, and
our administrative cost-per-pupil is be-
low both the county and state averages.
I believe that the high standards we have
achieved can not only be seen in our
children – 92 percent of our graduating
class of 2003 enrolled in college - but
also in the continuing increase of our
property values.

Craig Nowlin
Scotch Plains

Rahway Resident Takes Issue With
Reporting of Freeholder Meeting

I am writing to respond to an article,
which appeared in the March 18 edi-
tion entitled “Geese Management Pro-
gram Dominates County Meeting.”
Your reporter Mr. Marino did an ex-
cellent job describing the deficiencies
in the non-lethal management efforts
made by the county. When the county
does not even know how many geese
are in the park or how many the park
can support, that can hardly be called
management.

The problem with the article arises in
observations made by Mr. Marino when
he made no attempt to interview any
one involved. I was in the Rahway
River Park every day for three weeks
talking to park users and handing out
leaflets. Mr. Lehotsky’s remarks were
far from astute — they were calculated.
The freeholders hope that by his stating
this, I will believe my efforts were
fruitless and stop going to the park. I am
sure they received many phone calls
from elderly people who I spoke with.

Ever since Mr. Lehotsky’s wife got a
job from the Democratic Councilman
Bob Raichlin who runs the STAR Em-
ployment Program for the county, Mr.
Lehotsky has been attacking Rahway
Republicans at every public platform he
can find. Last month he claimed a man
who attacked him in Bridgewater, where
he works, was sent by people in Rahway.
A month has gone by and no link to
Rahway was found, yet Mr. Lehotsky
did not get up to the microphone to
exonerate those he accused.

As far as his claim that my using the
name Gimli on my e-mail proves I was
harassing him in an anonymous chat

room on the internet, I cannot believe
you would print such baseless non-
sense. Gimli is the dwarf from “Lord
of The Rings.” I doubt I am the only
fan who uses the internet.

Our local papers have seen enough
of Mr. Lehotsky’s behavior to know he
has no credibility. The exception to
this is The News Record, a paper pub-
lished by James Devine, a paid demo-
cratic campaign consultant. Three
weeks ago their frontpage story fea-
tured Vinny Lehotsky because he is
thinking about running for Rahway
City Council as a Democrat.

This is an individual who has spent
ten years criticizing the Democrat free-
holders at every meeting. Now that his
wife has a job for the county, he is
attacking citizens who have problems
with the Democrat freeholders. His
actions speak louder than any words.

Your reporter does the reader a dis-
service by not spelling out what those
connections are. I do not appreciate
your reporter not giving me the oppor-
tunity to respond that evening to Mr.
Lehotsky’s remarks when Mr. Marino
intended to print them.

All the work I have done in my com-
munity has cost my family money. I
spent ten years opposing the now bank-
rupt Rahway Garbage Burner. These
people have an axe to grind with me and
your reporter gave them assistance. I
would ask him to review the code of
journalistic ethics to see how he can
avoid this situation in the future.

Kerri Blanchard
Rahway

More Letters to the Editor

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $439,000

Wonderful open floor plan.  This charming Cape Cod has four bedrooms and two baths.  A
georgous eat-in-kitchen done in 2002 has granite countertops, cherry cabinets and hard-
wood floors.  Two zone heat and CAC, new windows thruout, alarm system, hot tub, basement
recreation room and playroom.  Newly landscaped. (052009359)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $745,000

Classic 5 bedroom Colonial with traditional charm.  Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan,
gourmet custom kitchen, 3 1/2 baths, family room with 3 walls of windows, formal dining
room opens on to 35 x 30 slate patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town, schools
& transportation. (052009349)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $549,900

Well maintained two bedroom, one and one half bath Ranch.  Living room boasts a vaulted
ceiling and a dramatic wood burning fireplace.  The formal dining room has access to deck.
Enjoy the 3 season Florida room with tile floor.  Expansion possibilities. (052009398)

WESTFIELD                  $789,900
Colonial with Great  floor plan.  Living room, formal dining room, family room with wood burning
fireplace, central vacuum, huge eat-in-kitchen, study, laundry/mud room on first floor.  Master bedroom

with master bath/whirlpool, three additional bedrooms and bath.  Great dead end property 100x100.

(052009226)

One Visit Will Convince You Henry West Expanded Cape

Private SettingDutch Colonial

Cellular Antennas Atop Schools
Could Be Dangerous to Kids Health

I am writing in response to the
Westfield Board of Education’s deci-
sion to allow T Mobile to install cell
antennae on Edison and Wilson Schools.
The BOE has a responsibility to educate
and protect our children. I am shocked,
saddened, and greatly disappointed that
they would take that responsibility so
lightly as to even consider putting them
in danger for any sum of money that a
cell antenna would provide.

Despite numerous scientific and medi-
cal studies, there is still no definitive
answer regarding emissions from cell
antennae. I don’t think we need a history
lesson to remind us that there was a time
when we did not know whether ciga-
rettes, lead, asbestos, chemicals in our
water, or even too many antibiotics,
would harm us. Unfortunately, it took
many years for us to find out that the
long and short-term effects can be dev-
astating.

It is my understanding that Fanwood
refused to allow installation of cell an-
tennae at all in their town, so T Mobile
turned next to the Westfield firehouse.
The Historic Society protested because a
cell antenna would compromise the look
of the firehouse. Are we putting historic
preservation over the health and welfare
of our children?

I implore our board of education mem-
bers to reconsider your decision and
look for other ways to increase funding.
Our children are our future; they are not
your revenue and they are not T Mobile’s
guinea pigs.

Catherine Maguire
Westfield

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Scotch Plains Colonial 

Charming, Well-Maintained 1920s Colonial Home. 
Large Eat-In Kitchen. Family Room Addition with 
Wood-Burning Fireplace. Enclosed Front Porch.  
Finished Attic. Short Walk to New York Bus. 
4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths. Offered for $439,000 

DUNCAN SMYTHE 
Coldwell Banker Realtors 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield 
908-301-2021 Office Direct   908-233-5555 Main 

WSF 0149 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, March 23, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON SUN-
DAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2004 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose: To allow any charitable organi-
zation to conduct a raffle on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5, 2004, provided such organization
takes the appropriate steps to secure a
license for the holding of said games of
chance.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 13, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordi-
nance shall from time to time be adjourned,
and all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/25/04, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 05-05 DATA PROCESSING/COM-

PUTER SUPPLIES FOR THE 2004-2005
SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 19, 2004 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be ac-
companied by a bid bond, cashier’s check
or certified check made payable to the
Westfield Board of Education for 10 percent
(10%) of the amount of the total bid, how-
ever, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The New Jersey Economic Development Authority will hold a public hearing at its regular
meeting on April 13, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. at its offices at 36 West State Street, Trenton, New
Jersey to discuss and take action with respect to various applications for private activity bond
financing, including, but not limited to, the following application:

APPLICATION NUMBER: P015588
Project Applicant (& Address): Young Men’s Christian Association of

Westfield, New Jersey
220 Clark Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-4097

Operator of Project (& Address): N/A

Project Address: 422 East Broad Street
and
220 Clark Street
Town of Westfield
Union County, New Jersey

Maximum Amount of Issue Requested: Not exceeding $4,000,000

Description of Project: Financing is sought for (i) the acquisi-
tion of a building located at 422 East
Broad Street, (ii) renovations to a build-
ing located at 220 Clark Street, and (iii)
acquisition of equipment for use at ei-
ther location.

At the meeting, members of the public may appear in person or by attorney to express their
views, which may either be provided orally or may be submitted in writing at the Authority’s
address above, concerning the proposed issuance of bonds and the location and nature of
the Project to be financed thereby.

PRIVATE ACTIVITY BOND FINANCINGS OF THE NEW JERSEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ARE NOT OBLIGATIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, NOR ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY THEREOF.

Funding for such financings are secured privately through conventional lending sources.
This notice is published in accordance with the public notice requirements of Section

147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey on Monday,
April 5, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time
for the following:

PICK-UP TRUCK FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Pick-up truck for the
Westfield Police Department” bearing the
name and address of the bidder, addressed
to the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and must be
in the office of the Clerk on or before the hour
named.

Bids must be accompanied by a proposal
guarantee in the form of a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond in an amount of
10% of the total bid, payable to the Town of
Westfield.  Each proposal must be accom-
panied by a surety company certification
stating that the said Surety Company will
provide the bidder with the required perfor-
mance bond in the full amount to be con-
tracted.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supple-
ment for the law against discrimination (Af-
firmative Action).  Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of the
Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted
with all bids.

Specifications and proposal forms must
be examined and picked up at the office of
the Purchasing Agent, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Mon-
day through Friday between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to do.
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-4160-04
FILE NO. #12299-0333

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LINDA L. PYLES

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker, McCay & Criscuolo,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, Suite 401, P.O. Box 974,
Marlton, New Jersey 08053, an answer to
the Complaint and any Amendments thereof
filed in a civil action, in which CitiFinancial
Mortgage Company, Inc., is plaintiff, and
defendants are Walter Pyles, Jr., et als.,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, Union County and
bearing the Docket No. F-4160-04 within 35
days after March 25, 2004, exclusive of
such date.  If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for the
relief demanded in the Complaint.  You shall
file an answer and proof of service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court,
Hughes Justice Complex, 25 West Market
Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New Jersey
08625, in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney, you
may communicate with the New Jersey State
Bar Association by calling (732) 249-5000.
You may also contact the Lawyer Referral
Service of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 353-4715.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with the
Legal Services office of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
November 8, 1996 made by Walter Pyles
Jr., as mortgagor and Ford Consumer Fi-
nance Company, Inc., as mortgagee, re-
corded on March 19, 1997 in the office of the
Clerk of Union County in Mortgage Book
6198, page 0300.

CitiFinancial Mortgage Company, Inc.
succeeded Ford Consumer Finance Com-
pany, Inc. in all right, title and interest in the
aforesaid note and mortgage by way of
merger and acquisition.

The property being foreclosed is com-
monly known as 932 Carnegie Avenue,
Plainfield, New Jersey.

YOU, LINDA L. PYLES, have been made
a defendant for any interest you may have in
the subject premises by reason of a Child
Support Judgment (J-032397-1998) entered
in the Superior Court of New Jersey on
February 5, 1998 against Walter J. Pyles,
for an unspecified amount, and for any right,
title, claim, or interest you may have in, to, or
against said mortgaged premises. Said judg-
ment remains unsatisfied of record and may
be a lien against the premises being fore-
closed herein.

DONALD F.  PHELAN,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
PARKER, McCAY & CRISCUOLO
Three Greentree Centre, Suite 401
P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $63.75

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Nomahegan Swim Club seeks a
director for its arts & crafts
program, 4 - 4½ hours/day
(starting at 11am), M-F, from late
June into August (flexible).
Director required to develop,
organize, and operate the program
with simple but interesting and
fun projects for children ages 3 to
12. An assistant will be provided.
Rate is $9 - $16/hr, depending on
credentials and experience. Club
closes during inclement weather
and the employees are not paid
when the club is closed. Please
send resume as soon as possible
to Nomahegan Swim Club, P.O.
Box 71, Westfield, NJ 07091.

RENTAL

Westfield Area, Short term, 3-4
Bedrooms; 3 & 1/2 Baths; Attached
Garage; Call for price and terms.

(908) 581-2803

FINAL PERFORMANCES
OF

NATHAN LANE

4 TICKETS FOR SUNDAY
(April 4)

4 TICKETS FOR SATURDAY
(April 3)

CALL (973) 538-5868

THE PRODUCERS

APARTMENT FOR RENT

UNFURNISHED
FANWOOD. Wonderful apartment
in Victorian home across from
train station. No pets. Tenant pays
utilities. $1300/mo.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

HELP WANTED

Westfield Law Office looking for a
part-time secretary. Mondays and
Fridays - duties include receptionist
and light typing.

Please call (908) 654-8000.

SUMMER RENTAL in LBI

Very clean and spacious vacation
home for rent on Long Beach Island.
3BR, 3BA, Fenced-in yard, CA and
more. Only 4 houses to private beach
or bay. $2,200 per wk in July/Aug.
For pics and info call (732) 548-6769.

DINING/KITCHEN SET FOR SALE

Oak Dining Room Set, only four
years old, large table with two
leaves opens to 107". 6 highback
chairs, large china cabinet. Asking
$1,500 OBO. (908) 232-1636.

SCOTCH PLAINS HOME FOR SALE

EXPLORE IT—YOU’LL ADORE IT!
$405,000

You’ll fancy this delightful 3BR/2BA
Split. EIK, D/R and den. H/W and
ceramic tile flooring. New vinyl siding
and windows. For immediate appt
call Mary Jo at (908) 392-4500.

RE/MAX Hills & Valley
(908) 231-8400

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE

Couple with small baby looking to
purchase a house in Westfield.
Husband works in Manhattan so
walking distance to train desired.
Would like to find a house soon
but very flexible with regards to
move date/possession date.

Please call Cathleen
(917) 841-4632.

GARAGE / YARD SALE

Westfield-Redeemer School,
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Tag
Sale-large variety, 9am-2pm,
Saturday, March 27, rain or shine

BALDWIN PIANO FOR SALE

Beautiful Baldwin Acrosonic,
hardwood casing and

exceptional sound, $1500.
(908) 389-1763 FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand AM, A/C,
PWR, Stereo w/Cass,

4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,
Excellent Condition. $2500

Call (908) 665-2527

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) - 801-3200

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree.
SAT, calculus, trigonmetry, alge-
bra, writing, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

HELP WANTED

Private Country Club located in
Westfield is seeking to hire
professional waitstaff & bus
servers. Hours are 10:30AM -
2:30PM. Experience preferred but
not necessary. Benefit packages
available.

Please call (908) 232-4141

SPA / HOT TUB

7 ft, 32 jets, waterfall.
Chemical free system.

2004 model with warranty.
Cost $7,000, sell $3,595.

(973) 292-1118

FURNITURE FOR SALE

ETHAN ALLEN Heirloom cherry
buffet and china closet. 50-1/4” x
16-1/4” x 78”h. $1,150.

Call (908) 233-2964

PART-TIME / PERMANENT

Our busy Westfield Dental practice
is seeking an energetic, self
motivated and detail oriented
person to work as a receptionist/
patient care coordinator.
Experience helpful but not
necessary. M, T, Th & F. 8:30-
3:00pm. (908) 232-6132

EASTER EMPLOYMENT

Specialty food store in Watchung
seeks sales clerks and food prep
people. Flex. hrs. Ask for Mgr. at
HoneyBaked Ham (908) 755-3524

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Admin. Assistant - several FT/PT
Posit. Avail.; Must have strong kwldg.
MS Word/Excel; and ability to work
in fast paced environ. Salary &
Benefits based on exp. Pls. fax
resume to (908) 272-0575 after 5pm

Library Friends Book Sale
To Commence on Tuesday

WESTFIELD — The Annual Book
Sale conducted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will be held
Tuesday through Saturday, March 30 to
April 3, at the library, located at 550
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Sale hours will be 2 to 8:30 p.m. on
Tuesday; 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Saturday. Members of the Friends
will have an opportunity to purchase
books on Tuesday from 9 a.m. to noon.

Friday, April 2, will be half-price
day, while Saturday, April 3, will be
Bag Day. The hours for book donations
to be dropped off are noon to 4:30 p.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 26, and 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 27.

All proceeds go directly to the
Westfield Memorial Library for use in

the children and adult book collections,
as well as updating library equipment
as necessary.

Books are reasonably priced and
cover a wide range of topics, including
history, travel, cooking, mystery, fic-
tion, classics, business and biography,
among other subjects.

Memberships in the Friends, a non-
profit organization, may be purchased
at the door on Tuesday morning. Mem-
bership forms are also available at the
front desk of the library.

Donations to the Friends are wel-
come, tax deductible and benefit the
library. Information is also available on
the Internet at www.westfieldnj.com/
friends.

CHILDCARE HELP

Seeking English speaking nanny
for one child. Full-time, live-out in
Westfield. Valid NJ Driver’s
License and referrences required.

Call (908) 654-8399

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

Part-Time housekeeper needed 5
hrs/day M-F for working couple with
one 11yr.old child. Duties include
housecleaning, preparation of meals
3x week, care of child after-school.
Must have valid NJ drivers license
and own transportation. Salary
negotiable. Contact (908) 518-0224
or via email rod528@verizon.net

DAY CARE SERVICES

Day care provided in Fanwood
 home. References available.

Call (908) 889-0053

Workshop Is Scheduled
On Planter Stenciling
SUMMIT — In their first-ever coop-

erative venture, the Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum and Summit Area Community
School will present a workshop on Sat-
urday, April 3, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Participants will hand-stencil three-
gallon galvanized tubs in an ivy-leaf
pattern. They will then plant the tubs
with pansies, johnny-jump-ups and
miniature daffodils.

“These are all frost-hardy flowers,”
said Nancy Wright, the Arboretum’s
Director of Adult Education, who will
teach the class at the arboretum, located
at 165 Hobart Avenue in Summit. “You
can put the planter outside right away.
They also look pretty in a cool, indoor
location.”

The $42 fee for the class includes all
materials. For more information, or to
register, please call (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 16.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

In accordance with the New Jersey Statutes relating hereto, Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the School
District of the Township of Scotch Plains and the Borough of Fanwood has prepared a tentative budget for the school year beginning
July 1, 2004 and ending June 30, 2005, which is on file and open to inspections at the Secretary’s office in the Administration
Offices, Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

It should be observed that expenditures are shown under a GAAP format (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) approved
by the New Jersey Department of Education. This format shows the School District’s tentative budget by general program rather
than in the line item structure, thus providing the reader with a better understanding of how the District plans to utilize community
resources.

Public Hearing on said budget will be held at the Administration Offices, Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, at 8:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 2004.

The tentative budget will be on file and open for examination from the date of this Notice until MARCH 30, 2004 between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., prevailing time, on regular school days, in the Office of the Secretary, Administration Offices,
Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the
State Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school
district.

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education

Scotch Plains, New Jersey
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Publication Date: March 25, 2004

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2004-2005

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2002 OCTOBER 15, 2003 OCTOBER 15, 2004
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 4,275 4,321 4,412
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 15 10 10
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 509 566 566
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 13 8 8
  Private School Placements 50 54 54
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 1 1
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 33 32 30
  Pupils Received 2 1
  Pupils in State Facilities 3 5
  Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only 4,967 5,085

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
GENERAL FUND
  Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund 10-303 241,681
  Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 47,830,375 51,723,162 55,338,242
  Tuition 10-1300 47,658
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 408,785 400,000 325,000
        SUBTOTAL 48,286,818 52,123,162 55,663,242
Revenues from State Sources:
  Transportation Aid 10-3120 715,918 715,918 715,918
  Special Education Aid 10-3130 2,936,944 2,936,944 2,936,944
  Bilingual Education 10-3140 28,086 28,086 28,086
  Academic Achievement Reward Program 10-3193 103,790
  Consolidated Aid 10-3195 435,846
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 339,644 315,939
        SUBTOTAL 4,124,382 3,996,887 4,116,794
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 197,310
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd -249,222
        TOTAL GENERAL FUND 52,161,978 56,317,359 60,021,717

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 91,819
Revenues from State Sources:
  Distance Learning Network Aid - Pr Yr Carryover 20-3213 2,147
  Distance Learning Network Aid 20-3213 199,395
  Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 730,164 240,985 240,985
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 931,706 240,985 240,985
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 139,745 105,745
  Title VI 20-4417-4418 17,516 17,516
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420 894,019 600,000 600,000
  Other 20-4XXX 102,886 32,125 32,125
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 1,136,650 755,386 649,641
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2,160,172 996,371 890,626

DEBT SERVICE
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 71,691
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 1,980,847 2,593,272 2,607,469
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 1,980,847 2,593,272 2,607,469
       TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE 1,980,847 2,664,963 2,607,469
       TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND 1,980,847 2,664,963 2,607,469
       TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 56,303,000 59,978,693 63,519,812

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
  Regular Programs - Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 18,060,038 18,844,311 19,628,997
  Special Education - Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 3,470,402 3,983,386 4,203,497
  Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 593,906 598,062 625,478
  Bilingual Education - Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 65,486 63,430 68,108
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct 11-401-100-XXX 275,040 281,336 304,518
  School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 651,392 809,646 816,081
  Community Services Programs/Operations 11-800-330-XXX 124,642 130,899 135,067
Undistributed Expenditures:
  Instruction 11-000-100-XXX 2,881,113 3,583,474 3,959,939
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 77,173 82,532 85,715
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 565,663 619,806 672,529
  Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary 11-000-216,217 1,368,874 898,404 1,048,964
  Other Support Services - Students - Regular 11-000-218-XXX 909,195 1,031,650 1,052,614
  Other Support Services - Students - Special 11-000-219-XXX 1,038,135 1,066,769 1,130,808
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,166,805 599,171 622,190
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 540,922 732,552 725,676
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 440,009 1,306,772 1,334,644
  Support Services - General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 766,429 864,154 878,601
  Support Services - School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,853,727 2,465,728 2,495,882
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 1,303,133
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 4,950,529 5,560,186 5,676,690
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,168,522 2,368,479 2,465,979
  Other Support Services 11-000-290-XXX 1,008,337 1,251,616
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 7,180,488 8,009,621 9,742,602
  Food Services 11-000-310-XXX 4,902
        Total Undistributed Expenditures 27,920,823 30,440,914 33,195,966

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 51,161,729 55,151,984 58,977,712

CAPITAL OUTLAY
  Increase in Capital Reserve 10-604 400,000
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 83,597 59,232 87,500
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 916,652 706,143 956,505
        TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY 1,000,249 1,165,375 1,044,005
        GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL 52,161,978 56,317,359 60,021,717

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 91,819
Distance Learning Network Aid:
  Support Services 20-213-200-XXX 112,933
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 20-213-400-XXX 88,609
        TOTAL DISTANCE LEARNING NETWORK AID 201,542
Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 53,284 44,431 44,431
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 98,233 29,558
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 87,368 105,177 134,735
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 66,201 61,819 61,819
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 425,078
        Total State Projects 931,706 240,985 240,985
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 139,745 105,745
  Title VI 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 17,516 17,516
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 894,019 600,000 600,000
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 102,886 32,125 32,125
        Total Federal Projects 1,136,650 755,386 649,641
       TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2,160,175 996,371 890,626

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
  Debt Service - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 1,980,847 2,664,963 2,607,469
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 1,980,847 2,664,963 2,607,469
        Total Expenditures/Appropriations 56,303,000 59,978,693 63,519,812

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Gen. Fund Gen. Fund
(Reserved) Gen. Fund (Reserved) Gen. Fund Gen. Fund Special

Capital (Reserved) Maintenance (Reserved) (Reserved)  Revenue
Budget General Fund Reserve Adult Ed. Reserve Legal Tuition Debt Cap. Res.

Category (Unreserved) Account Programs Acct. Reserves Reserve Service Acct. Totals
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-02
(Prior Budg) 154,097 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 154,097

Approp.
Balances
6-30-02

(from Audit) 989,082 0 0 0 0 0 71,691 0 1,060,773

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-03
(Prior Budg) 1,108,905 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,108,905

Approp.
Balances
6-30-03

(from Audit) 1,114,881 0 0 0 241,681 0 71,691 0 1,428,253

Amount
Budgeted

during
FY 03-04 0 400,000 0 0 0 0 -71,691 0 328,309

Add. Bal. to
be Approp

during
FY 03-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated

during
FY 03-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-04 (est.)
before Trans. 1,114,881 400,000 0 0 241,681 0 0 0 1,756,562

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 03-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-04 (est.)
after Transfer 1,114,881 400,000 0 0 241,681 0 0 0 1,756,562

Amount
Budgeted

in  FY 04-05 0 0 0 0 -241,681 0 0 0 -241,681

Appropriation
Balance

6/30/05 (est.) 1,114,881 400,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,514,881

Current state law requires that unreserved general fund balance (surplus) in excess of the established statutory limitation
(generally 6% of the prior year budget) must be appropriated in the budget for tax relief purposes. Below are the amounts for the
proposed and prior two years given the current statutory limitations:

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
0 0 0

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2003-04 2003-04 2004-05
2001-02 2002-03 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 9,228 9,598 10,020 10,051 10,540
  Total Classroom Instruction 5,373 5,535 5,765 5,828 6,145
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 5,167 5,388 5,536 5,588 5,919
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 147 146 185 192 180
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 60 51 45 48 46
  Total Support Services 1,412 1,522 1,567 1,538 1,631
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,227 1,327 1,419 1,321 1,412
  Total Administrative Costs 1,164 1,126 1,196 1,088 1,127
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 924 948 948 828 911
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,030 1,147 1,230 1,288 1,317
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-
    Salary & Ben. 617 686 799 828 861
  Total Food Services Costs 1 1 0 0 0
  Total Extracurricular Costs 207 223 217 262 271
  Total Equipment Costs 77 36 15 12 18
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 19.6 21.0 22.6 22.6 26.1

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are
contained in the 2004 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http:/
/www.state.nj.us/education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries.
The same calculations were performed using the 2003-04 revised appropriations and 2004-05 budgeted appropriations presented
in this advertised budget. Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures,
transportation, residential costs, and judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement
aids. With the exception of Total Equipment Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the
total comparative per pupil cost, although all components are not shown.
1 T - 3/25/04, The Times Fee: $624.24

LOCAL EXPLORERS…Brooke Bishop, Seasonal Park Naturalist at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside, guided Trailside Ex-
plorer participants through the Watchung Reservation in search of animal
tracks and signs during the annual February Festivities programs. For informa-
tion about spring programs and upcoming events at Trailside, please call (908)
789-3670.

Clark Township Library
Closed for Reconstruction

CLARK – The Clark Library is
closed for reconstruction until the
end of 2004. Special arrangements
have been made with the Rahway
Library to extend full library privi-
leges to Clark residents while the
library is closed.

The Rahway Library is currently
open on Monday and Tuesday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Wednesday
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Additional
hours will be added to the schedule
over the next several months.

Located at 2 City Hall Plaza, the
Rahway Library is handicapped ac-
cessible at both entrances (elevator
from parking garage in rear of build-
ing; ramp at the front of the build-
ing). Parking is available behind
the library. The library telephone
number is (732) 340-1551.

Residents with a valid Clark Li-
brary card may also use neighbor-
ing libraries that participate in a
reciprocal borrowing arrangement
called MURAL. MURAL libraries
may restrict the services they offer
to borrowers from other libraries,
so individuals are advised to call in
advance to determine which ser-
vices will be available to them.

When using other libraries,
Clark residents should bring their
Clark Library card and valid iden-
tification with proof of address to
the other library. For a list of
MURAL libraries or directions to
the Rahway library, please visit
www.clarklibrary.org.

Clark Library material can be
returned in the drop box outside of
the library through the end of this

month. All Clark Library material
can be returned in the drop box
while the library is closed, includ-
ing DVDs and compact disks.

In April, the drop box will be
relocated to the front of the Clark
municipal offices. Library mate-
rial from the Clark and Rahway
libraries can be returned in this
drop box, which will be emptied
several times a day and the mate-
rial transported to the Rahway Li-
brary for check in.

Clark borrowers who have re-
served library material will be tele-
phoned as soon as the item they
requested is available. Reserved
items may be picked up at the Cir-
culation Desk of the Rahway Li-
brary and may be returned to the
Rahway Library or to the drop box
in Clark.

Westfield: Week of March 8
Joseph and Suzanne Kania to

Lawrence Rolnick and Kimberly Ann
Sorrentino, 1170 Lawrence Avenue,
$650,000.

Anthony Hellwig to Stuart and
Shari Berman, 327 Orenda Circle,
$1,298,500.

Edward and Kathleen Grau to Jo-
seph and Susanne Galayda, 326
Brightwood Avenue, $330,000.

David and Linda Kreps to Su-Ellyn
Stern, 505 Woodland Avenue,
$550,000.

Richard and Jane Davis to Brian T.

Recent Home Sales

Harding, LLC, 118 Ferris Place,
$670,600.

Centennial Lodge No. 400,
I.B.P.O. Elks of Westfield to Bright
Developers, LLC, 429 W. Broad
Street, $246,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Matthew and Beth Jarecki, 548
Codding Road, $704,000.

Joy Vreeland and Joseph
Buontempo, 639 Westfield Avenue,
$450,000.

Gregory and Tammy Pryor to
David and Lisa Urbano, 1025
Grandview Avenue, $423,000.

Gardening Programs
On Tap at Arboretum

SUMMIT — The Reeves-Reed
Arboretum, located at 165 Hobart
Avenue in Summit, will hold a
workshop/tutorial called Garden-
ing One-on-One on two Thursdays
from 7 to 9 p.m.

The April 8 class will focus on
light, soil testing and amendments,
tool selection, creating a paper plan,
and locating resources. On April
15, participants will each be granted
a half hour consultation with a
horticulturist.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-8787.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Sesame Street Live! Come see

Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages 3-5 yrs to
group experiences and basic motor
skills through soccer related activi-
ties. Dates: Tuesdays starting April
13 and ending May 25. Hours: 10 to
11 a.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. Cost: $89.

Golf Class: (ages 8 to 13) The
class is held on the following Tues-
days from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on April
6, 13 and 27, and May 4. Classes
will focus on education on the golf
swing, care of the course, and play-
ing safely. Instructor Bill McCluney,
PGA Head Professional, will hold
classes at Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark. Fee: $80.

Karate: Held on Thursdays (ages
6-9) from April 15 to June 3 from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Also offered on
Saturdays (ages 4-7) from April 17
to June 5 from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Fee: $35/class.

14th Annual Road Race will be
held on Saturday, April 24 at
Tamaques Park in Westfield.  The 1-
Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.
followed by the Five Mile run at 9:30
a.m. Both courses will begin and end
in Tamaques Park.  Put on your run-
ning shoes and come join us!

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our
Annual Dance will be held on Fri-
day, April 30 at The Westwood from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for grades Kinder-
garten through 6th Grade.  The
evening will consist of 5x7 father/
daughter photograph; hot buffet din-
ner & dessert, disc jockey to play
the hottest tunes, and an entire

evening of dancing and fun! Cost:
$36/per person.

Summer Camps The Recreation
Department offers a variety of en-
joyable summer camp programs.
Camps include but are not limited
to: Bowling, Tennis, Baseball, Soc-
cer, Basketball, Roller Hockey,
Wrestling, Multi-Sports, and the
Summer Playground Program. Look
for our brochure in the mail!

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The teen center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out! Located in the municipal
building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident
intermediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities include
a Disc Jockey, food, games, movies
and dancing.  The cost is $2 in
advance and $3 at the door.  The
date left for the coming school year
is May 7.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members.

On Thursday April 15 at 7 a.m.: In
person registration begins for
Westfield residents who were not
members last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department-425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: (908)
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Westfield, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed budget

for the 2004-2005 school year will be held on Monday, March 29, 2004, in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 PM.

The budget will be on file in the office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, for examination
by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State Board
of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school district.

Robert Berman
Board Secretary

The Westfield Leader
Publication Date: March 25, 2004

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2004-2005

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2002 OCTOBER 15, 2003 OCTOBER 15, 2004
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 4,926 5,067 5,136
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 4 4
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 709 728 728
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 16 18 18
  Private School Placements 68 64 64
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 32 31 32
  Pupils Received 1
  Pupils in State Facilities 1
  Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only 5,738 5,942

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
GENERAL FUND
  Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund 10-303 1,075,000 1,295,435
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 55,991,817 59,635,597 63,223,227
  Tuition 10-1300 23,858
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 1,937
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 271,117 413,174 367,077
        SUBTOTAL 56,288,729 60,048,771 63,590,304
Revenues from State Sources:
  Special Education Aid 10-3130 4,083,349 4,083,349 4,083,349
  Academic Achievement Reward Program 10-3193 129,398
  Consolidated Aid 10-3195 480,328
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 117,828 347,405
        SUBTOTAL 4,330,575 4,430,754 4,563,677
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 977,567
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd -486,883
        TOTAL GENERAL FUND 60,132,421 66,532,092 69,449,416

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 101,713 112,851
Revenues from State Sources:
  Distance Learning Network Aid 20-3213 288,907
  Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 314,835 282,081 282,081
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 603,742 282,081 282,081
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 110,845 192,948 192,948
  Title VI 20-4417-4418 22,876
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420 976,801 1,131,238 1,131,238
  Other 20-4XXX 95,498 153,523 153,523
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 1,206,020 1,477,709 1,477,709
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,911,475 1,872,641 1,759,790

DEBT SERVICE
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 185,000 63,858
  Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 205,003
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 1,772,910 1,789,067 1,939,965
  Miscellaneous 40-1XXX 105,175 50,000
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 1,878,085 1,839,067 1,939,965
Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 258,124 257,412 257,563
        TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE 2,341,212 2,281,479 2,261,386
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd -35,733
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND 2,305,479 2,281,479 2,261,386
       TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 64,349,375 70,686,212 73,470,592

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
  Regular Programs - Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 23,452,428 25,164,411 25,252,092
  Special Education - Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 3,697,698 3,917,151 4,093,799
  Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 599,653 588,697 636,900
  Bilingual Education - Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 183,251 191,969 200,481
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct 11-401-100-XXX 232,580 288,188 318,569
  School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 737,524 875,837 915,928
Undistributed Expenditures:
  Instruction 11-000-100-XXX 4,307,724 4,886,724 5,010,712
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 104,140 108,579 113,316
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 1,008,411 1,024,548 1,031,340
  Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary 11-000-216,217 1,102,772 1,263,434 1,752,042
  Other Support Services - Students - Regular 11-000-218-XXX 1,563,673 1,657,430 1,769,491
  Other Support Services - Students - Special 11-000-219-XXX 1,143,627 1,196,964 1,141,457
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,245,830 1,349,341 1,426,523
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 1,166,903 1,183,419 1,173,456
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 195,334 243,061 203,093
  Support Services - General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,027,957 1,378,500 1,375,693
  Support Services - School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,699,415 2,883,014 2,882,225
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 1,145,879
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 5,023,394 5,848,862 5,550,012
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 1,949,074 2,082,624 2,184,379
  Other Support Services 11-000-290-XXX 1,181,697 1,190,608
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 7,194,246 8,814,151 9,963,948
  Food Services 11-000-310-XXX 14,302 19,576 16,000
        Total Undistributed Expenditures 30,928,499 35,130,835 37,766,416
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 59,831,633 66,157,088 69,184,185

CAPITAL OUTLAY
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 80,093 164,457 90,231
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 87,370 210,547 175,000
  Capital Reserve-Transfer to Capital Projects 12-000-4XX-931 133,325
       TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY 300,788 375,004 265,231
       GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL 60,132,421 66,532,092 69,449,416

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 101,713 112,851
Distance Learning Network Aid:
  Support Services 20-213-200-XXX 288,907
        TOTAL DISTANCE LEARNING NETWORK AID 288,907

Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 35,857 34,657 34,657
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 50,975 44,675 44,675
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 118,285 137,939 137,939
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 47,729 41,130 41,130
  Nonpublic Technology Initiative 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 23,680
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 61,989 23,680
        Total State Projects 603,742 282,081 282,081
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 110,845 192,948 192,948
  Title VI 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 22,876
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 976,801 1,131,238 1,131,238
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 95,498 153,523 153,523
         Total Federal Projects 1,206,020 1,477,709 1,477,709
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,911,475 1,872,641 1,759,790

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
  Debt Service - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,305,479 2,281,479 2,261,386
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 2,305,479 2,281,479 2,261,386
        Total Expenditures/Appropriations 64,349,375 70,686,212 73,470,592

DEDUCT APPROPRIATIONS INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue 11-1XX-100-930
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Debt Service 12-000-400-933

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/APPROPRIATIONS
        NET OF TRANSFERS: 64,349,375 70,686,212 73,470,592

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

                                Gen. Fund                         Gen. Fund
(Reserved) Gen. Fund (Reserved) Gen. Fund Gen. Fund Special

Capital (Reserved) Maintenance (Reserved) (Reserved)  Revenue
Budget General Fund Reserve Adult Ed. Reserve Legal Tuition Debt Cap. Res.

Category (Unreserved) Account Programs Acct. Reserves Reserve Service Acct. Totals
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-02
(Prior Budg) 2,251,812 229,520 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,481,332

Approp.
Balances
6-30-02

(from Audit) 3,492,390 229,521 0 0 0 0 213,125 0 3,935,036

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-03
(Prior Budg) 666,384 0 0 0 693,704 0 0 0 1,360,088

Approp.
Balances
6-30-03

(from Audit) 4,275,979 229,521 0 0 0 0 248,858 0 4,754,358

Amount
Budgeted

during
FY 03-04 -1,075,000 0 0 0 0 0 -185,000 0 -1,260,000

Add. Bal. to
be Approp

during
FY 03-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated

during
FY 03-04 900,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 900,000

Approp. Bal.
6-30-04 (est.)
before Trans. 4,100,979 229,521 0 0 0 0 63,858 0 4,394,358

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 03-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-04 (est.)
after Transfer 4,100,979 229,521 0 0 0 0 63,858 0 4,394,358

Amount
Budgeted

in  FY 04-05 -1,295,435 0 0 0 0 0 -63,858 0 -1,359,293

Appropriation
Balance

6/30/05 (est.) 2,805,544 229,521 0 0 0 0 0 0 3,035,065

Current state law requires that unreserved general fund balance (surplus) in excess of the established statutory limitation (generally 6%
of the prior year budget) must be appropriated in the budget for tax relief purposes. Below are the amounts for the proposed and prior two
years given the current statutory limitations:

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
89,918 668,034 167,707

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2003-04 2003-04 2004-05
2001-02 2002-03 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 9,081 9,494 10,288 10,186 10,549
  Total Classroom Instruction 5,579 5,762 6,196 6,121 6,221
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 5,290 5,485 5,849 5,744 5,936
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 187 188 214 225 214
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 103 89 133 152 71
  Total Support Services 1,485 1,559 1,635 1,613 1,738
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,268 1,320 1,438 1,416 1,540
  Total Administrative Costs 912 983 1,070 1,074 1,259
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 743 767 811 796 899
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 898 992 1,147 1,142 1,079
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-
    Salary & Ben. 630 690 803 788 736
  Total Food Services Costs 2 3 3 3 3
  Total Extracurricular Costs 205 196 238 234 249
  Total Equipment Costs 22 14 18 28 15
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 16.0 17.8 20.2 20.5 22.2

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained in
the 2004 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations were
performed using the 2003-04 revised appropriations and 2004-05 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total
Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and judgments
against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment Cost, each
of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all components are not
shown.

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the district's

Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and improvements,
and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter an X in column 4. Do
not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335). Complete a detailed
budget for each project.

DESCRIPTION/ACTIVITY PROJECT NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT
Install Drop Ceilings - Edison School WBOE 1 78,000 X

   Temporary Classroom Unit - Wilson School WBOE 2 97,000
        Total Amount: 175,000

1 T — 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $651.78

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Cub Scouts of Wilson School
Take Part in Pinewood Derby

DERBY WINNERS…Members of Cub Scout Pack No. 171 of Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield recently participated in their annual Pinewood Derby.
Overall fourth grade Webelo winners included Tyler Varian, second place, and
Christian Landry, first place.

WESTFIELD – Cub Scout Pack
No. 171 of Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield conducted its
Annual Pinewood Derby on Janu-
ary 24, in which 85 cub scouts par-
ticipated.

Dr. Andrew Perry, Wilson School
Principal; Westfield Police Captain
Robert Compton and Deputy Chief
Daniel Kelly from the Westfield Fire
Department served as judges for the
special awards that were given out
prior to the races.

The award recipients included
Best Design, Kendall Reid, First
Place, and Greg Scott, Second Place;
Best Demonstration of Craftsman-
ship, Justin Mascarich; Best Classic
Design, Nicholas Sanders, and Cra-
ziest Design, Henry Resnikoff.

Parents from the pack helped or-
chestrate the event. Glenn Verchick
was the Master of Ceremonies, while
Giselle and Frank Mascarich, Marc
Swingle, Kevin Varian, Jeff Pollock,
Steve Reid and Ed Goldschmidt all
participated as well. Prior to race
day, Mr. Mascarich held two car
clinics for interested scouts.

The Tiger winners were as fol-
lows: Beckh Robertson, Overall First
Place and Den 2 First Place; Casey
Haviland, Overall Second Place and
Den 1 First Place; Brendan Lenihan,
Den 1 Second Place, and Andrew
Marino, Den 2 Second Place.

Wolf winners included: Doug

Clarkson, Overall First Place and
Den 3 First Place; Brian Moum,
Overall Second Place and Den 2
First Place; Michael Flood, Den 1
First Place; Jack Henry Filipkowski,
Den 1 Second Place; Alec Penn,
Den 2 Second Place, and Aaron
Wenta, Den 3 Second Place.

Bear winners were:  Alex
Breakstone, Overall First Place and
Den 2 Second Place; Kendall Reid,
Overall Second Place and Den 1
First Place; Connor Swingle, Den 1
Second Place, and Andrew Bogin,
Den 2 First Place.

Webelos Fourth Grade winners
were as follows: Christian Landry,
Overall First Place and Den 3 First
Place; Tyler Varian, Overall Second
Place and Den 3 Second Place;
Michael LeFace, Den 1 First Place;
Ned Allen, Den 1 Second Place;
Daniel Amaker, Den 2 First Place,
and Trey Monihan, Den 2 Second
Place.

Webelos Fifth Grade winners were
William Reynolds, Overall First
Place; Justin Mascarich, Second
Place, and Daniel Bentley, Third
Place.

The overall first place winner from
each division was invited to repre-
sent Pack No. 171 in the Patriots’
Path Council District Pinewood
Derby Finals held on March 20. The
Patriot’s Path District encompasses
western Union County.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-2555-03
File No. 7042-02

NOTICE TO REDEEM

U.S. PROPERTY SALE, L.L.C.,
PLAINTIFF VS. RUTH
CARTER; ET ALS.

TO: RUTH CARTER; JOHN DOE HUS-
BAND OF RUTH CARTER, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 10, 2004, the Superior
Court Fixed April 23, 2004, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time,
at the office of the Tax Collector of the CITY
OF PLAINFIELD, located at 515 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey  07061,
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so found
due for principal and interest on its certifi-
cate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 10 BLOCK 113 on the tax duplicate
of the CITY OF PLAINFIELD. Total amount
required to redeem is $32,720.52, together
with interest from February 17, 2004 and
costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred
and foreclosed of and from all right and
equity of redemption of, in and to the lands
and premises above set out and described
in the complaint and every part thereof, and
that the plaintiff be vested with an absolute
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee
simple in said lands and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding,
redemption shall be permitted up until the
entry of final judgement including the whole
of the last date upon which judgement is
entered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on April 5, 2004 in Council Chambers in the
Westfield Municipal Building, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and con-
sider the following application:

04-06(V) BURGERS R US, LLC, 251
NORTH AVENUE, BLOCK 3103,
LOT 8, PROPOSES TO OC-
CUPY THE PREMISES FOR-
MERLY OCCUPIED BY GREAT
HARVEST BREAD COMPANY
FOR CHEE BURGER CHEE
BURGER RESTAURANT.  THE
SEATING CAPACITY IS PRO-
POSED TO INCREASE BY
FORTY–SEVEN SEATS.  THE
APPLICATION IS A MODIFICA-
TION OF UTILIZATION RE-
QUIRING PRELIMINARY AND
FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL.
Applicant seeks a variance from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 17.02C.7.r of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires thirty-nine off street park-
ing spaces.  Proposed is none.
Applicant seeks waivers (per Sec-
tion 8.05D) from Article 9 of the
Land Use Ordinance as it per-
tains to plan information.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 3/25/04, The Leader Fee: $40.80

www.goleader.com
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Association for Library Ser-
vice to Children, a division of the
American Library Association, has
announced the winner of the 2004
Caldecott Medal.

Named in honor of
the 19th century illus-
trator for children,
Randolph Caldecott,
the medal is awarded
annually to the artist of
the most distinguished
picture book for chil-
dren published by an
American publisher in
the previous calendar
year.

This year’s winner is
“The Man Who Walked
Between the Towers,” which is illus-
trated and written by
Mordicai Gerstein
(Roaring Brook Press/
Millbrook Press).

In words and pic-
tures, Gerstein retells
the true story of the
acrobat from Paris,
Philippe Petit, who, in
1974, walked between
the Twin Towers on a
tightrope. The ink and
oil illustrations add a
special dimension to the book and
allow the reader a different perspec-
tive of the glass and steel icons, which
have been forever lost.

Three whimsical tales received
Caldecott Honor awards. “Ella Sa-
rah Gets Dressed,” which is illus-
trated and written by Margaret

Chodos-Irvine (Harcourt, Incorpo-
rated), tells the tale of one young
girl’s search for individuality in the
clothes she wears. The book’s illus-
trations are color prints that empha-
size Ella Sarah’s own ideas about

what to wear.
“What Do You Do

with a Tail Like This?”
illustrated and written
by Steve Jenkins and
Robin Page. (Houghton
Mifflin Company) is as
fun as it is educational
as it teaches about the
body parts of animals.
Jenkins and Page’s cut-
paper collage illustra-
tions nicely set off the
text in this interactive
offering.

In “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the
Bus,” illustrated and
written by Mo
Willems, (Hyperion
Books), the simple il-
lustrations comple-
ment the simple text
of this story about a
pigeon who mimics a
preschooler’s temper
tantrum, making
both a perfect read for
very young readers/lis-
teners.

The first Caldecott Medal was
awarded in 1938. Illustrators nomi-
nated for the award must be citizens
of, or reside in the United States. A
committee of 15 children’s librar-
ians from across the country par-
ticipates in the selection of the award
winner.

AWARD RECIPIENT…Qiaoze Yang, a 16-year-old pianist from Westfield underAWARD RECIPIENT…Qiaoze Yang, a 16-year-old pianist from Westfield underAWARD RECIPIENT…Qiaoze Yang, a 16-year-old pianist from Westfield underAWARD RECIPIENT…Qiaoze Yang, a 16-year-old pianist from Westfield underAWARD RECIPIENT…Qiaoze Yang, a 16-year-old pianist from Westfield under
the tutelage of Sondra Tammam, and a junior at Westfield High School, receivedthe tutelage of Sondra Tammam, and a junior at Westfield High School, receivedthe tutelage of Sondra Tammam, and a junior at Westfield High School, receivedthe tutelage of Sondra Tammam, and a junior at Westfield High School, receivedthe tutelage of Sondra Tammam, and a junior at Westfield High School, received
the Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004 Scholarship Award during the organization’sthe Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004 Scholarship Award during the organization’sthe Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004 Scholarship Award during the organization’sthe Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004 Scholarship Award during the organization’sthe Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004 Scholarship Award during the organization’s
annual Showcase Benefit in Madison on March 14. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.annual Showcase Benefit in Madison on March 14. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.annual Showcase Benefit in Madison on March 14. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.annual Showcase Benefit in Madison on March 14. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.annual Showcase Benefit in Madison on March 14. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.
of Westfield presented the award to Qiaoze.of Westfield presented the award to Qiaoze.of Westfield presented the award to Qiaoze.of Westfield presented the award to Qiaoze.of Westfield presented the award to Qiaoze.

REHEARSAL…Lead characters, Albert Peterson, played by Kelly Braun, andREHEARSAL…Lead characters, Albert Peterson, played by Kelly Braun, andREHEARSAL…Lead characters, Albert Peterson, played by Kelly Braun, andREHEARSAL…Lead characters, Albert Peterson, played by Kelly Braun, andREHEARSAL…Lead characters, Albert Peterson, played by Kelly Braun, and
Rose Alvarez, portrayed by Mia Pafumi, rehearse the opening scene of EdisonRose Alvarez, portrayed by Mia Pafumi, rehearse the opening scene of EdisonRose Alvarez, portrayed by Mia Pafumi, rehearse the opening scene of EdisonRose Alvarez, portrayed by Mia Pafumi, rehearse the opening scene of EdisonRose Alvarez, portrayed by Mia Pafumi, rehearse the opening scene of Edison
Intermediate School’s upcoming production of Intermediate School’s upcoming production of Intermediate School’s upcoming production of Intermediate School’s upcoming production of Intermediate School’s upcoming production of Bye Bye BirdieBye Bye BirdieBye Bye BirdieBye Bye BirdieBye Bye Birdie.....

BBBBByyyyye Be Be Be Be Byyyyye Be Be Be Be Biririririrdie die die die die to Bto Bto Bto Bto Be Se Se Se Se Stagedtagedtagedtagedtaged
AAAAAt Et Et Et Et Edison Idison Idison Idison Idison Intermediate Schoolntermediate Schoolntermediate Schoolntermediate Schoolntermediate School
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Edison Inter-

mediate School in Westfield will
present its upcoming spring musical
Bye Bye Birdie.

The performances will take place
on Thursday, March 25, at 4 p.m.
and Friday, March 26, and Saturday,
March 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Based on the 1967 Broadway show,
dancing and music of the 1950s and
1960s tell the story of a mayor’s teen-
age daughter falling for an Elvis-type
rock star. Parents faint, girlfriends
talk, and boyfriends try to figure out

this rock star’s appeal.
The cast of 67 performers is led by

Kelly Braun, Mia Pafumi, Ashley
Freudenheim and Michael Tarnofsky.
Forty-two students are involved in
the stage crew.

Tickets prices are $8 in advance and
$10 at the door for the evening perfor-
mances. For the Thursday afternoon
show, tickets are $2 for elementary
students and $5 for accompanying
adults. For more ticket information,
please contact Director Dr. David
Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.

WHS Chamber OWHS Chamber OWHS Chamber OWHS Chamber OWHS Chamber Orrrrrchestra,chestra,chestra,chestra,chestra,
Chorale PChorale PChorale PChorale PChorale Prrrrrepareparepareparepare Concere Concere Concere Concere Concerttttt

FREE CONCERT…The Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra and Chorale’sFREE CONCERT…The Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra and Chorale’sFREE CONCERT…The Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra and Chorale’sFREE CONCERT…The Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra and Chorale’sFREE CONCERT…The Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra and Chorale’s
free concert will include performances by Carol Baron, Ryan Leonard and Donfree concert will include performances by Carol Baron, Ryan Leonard and Donfree concert will include performances by Carol Baron, Ryan Leonard and Donfree concert will include performances by Carol Baron, Ryan Leonard and Donfree concert will include performances by Carol Baron, Ryan Leonard and Don
Williams, pictured, above.Williams, pictured, above.Williams, pictured, above.Williams, pictured, above.Williams, pictured, above.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Chamber Or-
chestra and Chorale will present a free
concert next Thursday, April 1, at 7:30
p.m. at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield.

The Chamber Orchestra segment
of the program is entitled, “Concerto
Soloists of Westfield.” Their program
will feature three WHS seniors play-
ing pieces written for a solo instru-
ment with accompaniment from the
orchestra.

Carl Baron will perform Saint-Saäns’
Cello Concerto No. 1 in A minor,
while Ryan Leonard will play Mozart’s
Concerto for Clarinet. Don Williams

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Charlemagne’s eldest son takes
center stage in the UUUUUnion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-
lic Plic Plic Plic Plic Perererererforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arts Companyts Companyts Companyts Companyts Company
production of the musical PPPPPippinippinippinippinippin.
Performances begin at 8 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays, March 26
and 27, and April 2 and 3, and
there will be one matinee perfor-
mance at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March
28. Tickets are $8 to $10. Call the
school, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, at (908)
889-1600 extension no. 318 for
information.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSome Eome Eome Eome Eome Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Evvvvveningeningeningeningening, a

gala to benefit the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO), will be
held on Saturday, April 3, at 7 p.m.
at Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. The black tie ben-
efit begins at 7 p.m. with the cock-
tail hour. There will be a live and
silent auction, along with music
and dancing. For tickets and infor-
mation, please contact the WSO at
(908) 232-9400.

* * * * * * *
The BBBBBradforradforradforradforradford Hd Hd Hd Hd Hayayayayayes Qes Qes Qes Qes Quaruaruaruaruartettettettettet

will bring their sweet sounds of
jazz to The ArThe ArThe ArThe ArThe Arts Gts Gts Gts Gts Guild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahway,
1670 Irving Street, on Friday, April
2, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 at the
door, and $12 if purchased in ad-
vance (cash or checks only). Hayes
has performed with a multitude of
known greats, and has opened for
others, like Max Roach and Hilton
Ruiz. Find out more by calling
(732) 381-7511. Stop for a bite
before the show at The Beat Café,
44 East Cherry Street, just a few
blocks away.

* * * * * * *
UUUUUnvnvnvnvnvei l ing the Ie i l ing the Ie i l ing the Ie i l ing the Ie i l ing the Image:mage:mage:mage:mage:

MMMMMulticultural ulticultural ulticultural ulticultural ulticultural WWWWWomen Aromen Aromen Aromen Aromen Artiststiststiststiststists is
opening at The New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts, 68 Elm Street,
Summit on Sunday, March 28,
from 2 to 5 p.m. in the Palmer
Gallery. The exhibition explores
the connections between the art of
nine contemporary Latino, Afri-
can-American, Asian-American
and Middle-Eastern American
women artists and their experi-
ences — politically, societal and
personal — while being raised in,
currently living in, and/or working
in New Jersey. The exhibit will be
held through May 26. The gallery
is open daily from 12 to 4, and
admission is free.

* * * * * * *
Enjoy the annual spring pops

concert of the NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey ersey ersey ersey ersey YYYYYouthouthouthouthouth
SSSSSymphonyymphonyymphonyymphonyymphony at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth on Sunday, March
28, from 1 to 5 p.m. Take a load off
your tired feet – you can always
return to spring shopping later —
for this free performance.

NNNNNatatatatat’’’’’l Sl Sl Sl Sl Surururururvvvvvey Cites ey Cites ey Cites ey Cites ey Cites WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
As As As As As TTTTTop op op op op TTTTTooooown for Mwn for Mwn for Mwn for Mwn for Music Eusic Eusic Eusic Eusic Ed.d.d.d.d.

CARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, Calif..... – An annual
survey by a partnership of leading
music and educational organizations
named the Westfield school district as
one of the “Best 100 Communities for
Music Education in America for 2004.”

Representing 30 states, the roster
includes school districts whose com-
mitment to quality music education
– measured across a variety of eco-
nomic, curricular and programmatic
criteria – has enabled them to excel
despite cuts in programs across the
country.

For the fifth annual survey, thou-
sands of public school and indepen-
dent teachers, school and district ad-
ministrators, school board members,
parents and community leaders, rep-
resenting communities in all 50 states,
participated in the website-based sur-
vey during January and February.

Participants answered detailed ques-
tions about funding, enrollment, stu-
dent-teacher rations, participation in
music classes, instruction time, facili-

ties, support for the music program,
participation in private music lessons
and other factors in their communi-
ties’ quality of music education. The
responses were verified with district
officials, and the sponsoring organiza-
tions reviewed the data.

Other schools elected for the honor
in New Jersey include: Bergenfield
Borough, Bergenfield; Flemington-
Raritan Regional School District,
Flemington; Hopewell Valley Regional
District, Pennington; Lawrence High
School, Lawrenceville; Linwood City
Schools, Linwood; Millburn Town-
ship Public Schools, Millburn;
Paramus School District, Paramus;
South Brunswick Township,
Monmouth Junction; Union Town-
ship Board of Education, Union;
Watchung Public Schools, Watchung,
and West Milford Township Public
Schools, West Milford.

For more information on the survey
and the results, please visit www.amc-
music.org.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

While not quite up to the spine-
tingling standards set by Dressed to
Kill (1980) or Deathtrap (1982),
filmmaker David Koepp’s adaptation
of Stephen King’s “Secret Window”
nonetheless brings to mind those
modern classics. Though it lacks the
kind of killer ending necessary to
put it in the thriller hall of fame, it is
taut from start to finish.

Placing us at seat’s edge via good
writing and acting performances to
match, Secret Window manages its
entertaining mayhem without the
cheap shot gimmickry too often
employed by today’s lesser purveyors
of suspense. There are a few grizzly
scenes, all right. Slice-and-dice ad-
dicts should be at least partially grati-
fied by one lunatic’s unorthodox use
of a screwdriver. But that’s not what
powers Koepp’s nail-biter. Rather, in
a respectful nod to what Hitchcock
proved was the ultimate scare tactic,
more often than not it’s what’s off
screen that keeps us worried.

Calling upon a favorite mystery
tale cliché, the story quite conviv-
ially introduces us to Mort Rainey,
the young and successful author of
whodunits portrayed by Johnny
Depp. How ideal…at first. Only in
his 30s and already a bestseller with
no day job needed to support his
literary habit. And of course when
we make the scribe’s acquaintance
he’s comfortably ensconced in his
mountain getaway, with nothing
more to trouble him than a case of
writer’s block. Then things begin to
unravel.

For starters, the only reason Mort’s
staring at a blank screen in his up-
state retreat rather than from the
more luxurious confines of what was
once his Riverdale home is because
his wife got that manse in the settle-
ment. As the layers peel back from
what started out as the picture-per-
fect existence, at least from a writer’s
point of view, we learn that his di-
vorce from Amy (Maria Bello) hasn’t
been the most amicable of partings.
Infidelity, you see. But of course all
this has nothing to do with the posi-
tively menacing visitor that comes
rapping on Mort’s wood just shortly
after we meet him … or does it?

The events put in motion follow-
ing the introduction of  John
Turturro’s mysterious caller certainly
had me going, but then I’ve never
been very clever at navigating the
twists and turns of this genre. In
fact, the slightest bend in the dra-
matic road generally has me marvel-
ing at the writer’s ingenuity. Sur-
prise endings? They completely as-
tound me. But that’s where you
come in. Your job is to solve the
puzzle that King’s story dangles be-
fore us. Odds are you’ll do better
than I.

It starts with trying to fathom
what’s behind the intimidating pres-
ence portrayed by Turturro. An ap-
parition in neo-Gothic garb, the
Hillbilly informs that he is John
Shooter of Mississippi. He has a
bone to pick. It seems he has also
penned a story. But he hasn’t made
the trip to form a writer’s workshop.
Instead, it is to charge Mort with
that most hideous of writer’s crimes:
plagiarism. “You stole ma story,”

drawls Turturro’s unseemly charac-
ter, the implied threat hanging on
every syllabic nuance. The audience
shivers. One needn’t be a student of
abnormal psychology to know that
Shooter is several cards short of a full
deck.

Ultimately, we learn that things
aren’t what they originally seemed to
be. But until we find out exactly how
so, the director’s deft unfolding of
the plot keeps us guessing, alter-
nately feeding us a few clues, side-
tracking us, and then repeating the
process.

Along the way, King via Koepp
thickens the stew by introducing a
few other characters. They include
Charles Dutton as Ken, the private
detective; Timothy Hutton as Ted,
Amy’s new beau, and Len Cariou as
the small-town sheriff who, to our
mutual frustration, doesn’t seem to
share Mort’s alarm. We can’t help
but wonder…any hidden agendas
here?

There is a big secret here. The key
to this working, and again showing
his phenomenal range, is Depp,
pound for pound the best young
leading man in films today. You’ll see
why. Suffice it to note that, before
the final credits role, he shows us a
thing or two. Equally no slouch, in
the supporting role department
Turturro unfurls yet another wrinkle
in his seemingly unlimited portfolio
of characters. In a lesser but none-
theless pivotal role, Bello’s estranged
wife adds an important note of un-
certainty to the proceedings. And in
a welcome return to the silver screen,
Hutton’s “other man” prompts just
the right amount of second-guess-
ing.

You may credit King’s understand-
ing of the fear factor for successfully
propelling this movie past its obvi-
ous stereotypes. We, along with the
protagonist, are terrified of Shooter.
Mort insists that he published “Se-
cret Window,” the allegedly pur-
loined story, in an Ellery Queen
magazine two years before our rather
strange plaintiff even wrote his ver-
sion. If that’s true, says Shooter,
then furnish proof of same and he’ll
quit his demands. Otherwise, he
wants the ending changed.

“You ruined ma ending. You have
to make it right,” declares Shooter.
Problem is that we, as well as Mort,
don’t exactly know what making it
“right” means. In short, he is the
bully of bullies. And we suspect
that there is no appeasing him.
Scary, no?

It’s the stuff that nightmares are
made of, and short of waking up,
the only resolution is a great end-
ing, which, ironically enough, this
film doesn’t have. Still, the pains-
taking efforts to distress that pre-
cede the seen-it-before conclusion
practically make up for it. So, you
can bet that more than one movie-
goer arriving home late at night
after a viewing of Secret Window
will see the wisdom in pulling those
shutters tight.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSecrecrecrecrecret et et et et WWWWWindoindoindoindoindowwwww, rated PG-13, is

a Columbia Pictures release di-
rected by David Koepp and stars
Johnny Depp, John Turturro and
Maria Bello. Running time: 106
minutes.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

SSSSSecrecrecrecrecret et et et et WWWWWindoindoindoindoindow: w: w: w: w: TTTTTakesakesakesakesakes
PPPPPanes to Fanes to Fanes to Fanes to Fanes to Frightenrightenrightenrightenrighten

will perform Domenico Dragonetti’s
Concerto for Double Bass.

The WHS Chorale will sing
Passereau’s Il est bel et bon, John
Bennett’s All Creatures Now Are Merry
Minded and Weep O Mine Eyes, Rob-
ert Jones’ Farewell, Dear Love, and
Robert Shaw’s Fa Una Canzona (Sing
Me a Song).

The concert is the first of its kind
scheduled in the WHS music
department’s “Spring Fest” program,
which will run through May.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Sproule, Trio
The next Coffee with Conscience at

First United Methodist Church will
feature bluesy guitarist Caroline Aiken.
Folk songstress, Rachel Bissex will be
opening for Aiken.

The March 21 Coffee With Con-
science concert was recorded by
Westfield TV-36, and can be seen by
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside residents at various
times throughout the month.

For more information about Coffee
With Conscience, contact Maros at
(908) 232-8723, or visit http://
www.coffeewithconscience.com.

literally bump into Marius (Ryan) in
order for them to meet and fall in love.
Some of the best moments of the show
happen when Jillian opens her mouth
to sing. The talented trio in “A Heart
Full of Love” blends powerful voices of
Ryan, Jillian and Lauren.

Simple yet effective “walking” cho-
reography by Gisa DiIorio at the end
of Act I is accented by the waving red
flag of the revolution and the stirring
theme of “One Day More.”

With Act II, enters one the un-
named stars of the show: the barri-
cade. Kudos to its designers and build-
ers! The scene of gunfire and mayhem
juxtaposes with the “Drink with Me”
scene that precedes it. A melancholy
moment in the show, it is tender and
reflective.

Eponine’s heartfelt solo “On My
Own” is similar in approach to the
original cast album. She alternates a
controlled belt and head voice for the
show-stopping song, probably the most
well known in the musical, and wins
over the hearts of the audience who
have experienced similar pain of unre-
quited love.

“Bring Him Home,” a stellar song is
a little overplayed in intensity and
volume. It needs to be whispered at
moments with emotion dripping from
each note. Abe Hiatt’s wonderful last
few notes of falsetto are his best in that
piece.

After being saved by his enemy
Valjean, Javert ponders his unrelent-
ing quest. The strobe light effect on a
frazzled, disheveled Matt Capodicasa
in the suicide scene is powerful and
convincing.

Marius (Ryan Aspell) sells the song
“Empty Chairs and Empty Tables”
with thoughtfulness and soul. An ef-
fective use of the “ghosts” of his friends
lined up on the bridge reflects the
ravages of war.

After that contemplative scene
comes the levity of the wedding scene
where Madame T and Thenardier crash
it in the hopes of blackmailing Marius.
Laura and Devon return in more out-
landish costumes. The characters and
their antics are pretty laughable; good
direction and confidence on the part
of the actors help bring it altogether.
Electricity is in the air when they are
on stage.

A high demand for excellence was
placed on this cast and crew and they
delivered. At the end of each perfor-
mance when they ask the audience for
a donation for the Interfaith Council
for the Homeless of Union County, it
is clear that through this show, these
performers have been touched by the
plight of the poor.

Congratulations to these teens for a
job well done. And to the parents and
directors who have helped shape them
into the stars of tomorrow: thank you
also for making them concerned citi-
zens who will make a better tomorrow
for all.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Romance,” by Linda Kolar, oil, $500.“Romance,” by Linda Kolar, oil, $500.“Romance,” by Linda Kolar, oil, $500.“Romance,” by Linda Kolar, oil, $500.“Romance,” by Linda Kolar, oil, $500.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“Woman with Black Hat” by John Less,“Woman with Black Hat” by John Less,“Woman with Black Hat” by John Less,“Woman with Black Hat” by John Less,“Woman with Black Hat” by John Less,
oil, $1,400.oil, $1,400.oil, $1,400.oil, $1,400.oil, $1,400.
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Take the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the Stage
With Susan M. Dougherty

LegendarLegendarLegendarLegendarLegendary y y y y Les MLes MLes MLes MLes Miserables iserables iserables iserables iserables PPPPPrrrrresentedesentedesentedesentedesented
BBBBBy SP-F Ry SP-F Ry SP-F Ry SP-F Ry SP-F Repereperepereperepertortortortortory y y y y TheatrTheatrTheatrTheatrTheatre e e e e TTTTTrrrrroupeoupeoupeoupeoupe

FOLKSY…“We’re About Nine,” anFOLKSY…“We’re About Nine,” anFOLKSY…“We’re About Nine,” anFOLKSY…“We’re About Nine,” anFOLKSY…“We’re About Nine,” an
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader/The Times
ART APPRECIATION…Students from Union County joined teachers and profes-ART APPRECIATION…Students from Union County joined teachers and profes-ART APPRECIATION…Students from Union County joined teachers and profes-ART APPRECIATION…Students from Union County joined teachers and profes-ART APPRECIATION…Students from Union County joined teachers and profes-
sionals in flooding the Commons area of Union County College on Thursday to viewsionals in flooding the Commons area of Union County College on Thursday to viewsionals in flooding the Commons area of Union County College on Thursday to viewsionals in flooding the Commons area of Union County College on Thursday to viewsionals in flooding the Commons area of Union County College on Thursday to view
the multi-media presentations during the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival.the multi-media presentations during the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival.the multi-media presentations during the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival.the multi-media presentations during the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival.the multi-media presentations during the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival.
Critiques, workshops and performances were held throughout the two-day festivalCritiques, workshops and performances were held throughout the two-day festivalCritiques, workshops and performances were held throughout the two-day festivalCritiques, workshops and performances were held throughout the two-day festivalCritiques, workshops and performances were held throughout the two-day festival
on March 18 and 19.on March 18 and 19.on March 18 and 19.on March 18 and 19.on March 18 and 19.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Last Thursday and Fri-
day, March 18 and 19, the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs sponsored the annual Union County
Teen Arts Festival.

Visual art displays of students’ works
filled the Commons area of Union County
College (UCC), while pupils participated in
performances, master classes, interactive
workshops and critiquing seminars through-
out the building.

Over 2,000 students
and a staff of 50 profes-
sional artists partici-
pated, according to an
estimate by Union
County Freeholder
Chairman Angel
Estrada and Mary
Ruotolo, Freeholder
Liaison to the Cultural
& Heritage Programs
Advisory Board.

According to Free-
holders Estrada and
Ruotolo, the purpose
of the festival is not on
competition, but to
help the pupils “de-
velop perceptual, intel-
lectual and technical
skills; gain cultural
awareness and under-
standing; develop per-
sonal aesthetic values;
and learn self-disci-
pline, critical thinking
and problem solving
through analyzing, in-
terpreting and making
judgments.”

In the Commons
space, presentation panels, tables and
other spaces were used to mount the
artwork, which included acrylics, oils,
quilt collages, tempera, photography,
multimedia sculptures, scratchboard,
digital photo manipulations, and draw-
ings.

Digital imaging pieces by students

from Union High School and Cranford
High School were featured, and visitors to
the festival also appreciated photography
by New Providence High School,
Cranford High School, and Governor
Livingston High School students.

Pupils in Patricia Schreiber’s class at
Union County Vocational-Technical
School in Scotch Plains represented the
art of computer-generated name design
and CD cover design.

Finally, Union High School and New

Providence High School students exhib-
ited glazed pottery in an impressive fash-
ion.

Approximately 36 pieces of artwork will
be selected from the festival for the county’s
Teen Arts Touring Exhibition, which travels
during the year to corporate sites, banks and
libraries in the county.

Throughout the building, students
warmed-up for vocal performances, some
carried musical instruments, and others
filled a classroom in UCC’s science wing
to sculpt the human head with Grigory
Gurevich, and others attended a work-
shop with Mary Kao in the Nomahegan
Building to craft origami blossoms and
stars.

Some of Thursday’s workshops in-
cluded portfolio reviews, monoprinting,
basketry, watercolor, silk painting, collage

techniques, paper
weaving, marbling,
“Etch-a-Sketch
Speed Drawing
Demonstration,”
“Architectural De-
sign and Model
Building,” compos-
ite sketching,
“Drawing Tech-
niques for Expres-
sion,” and a
songwriting work-
shop.

“The Joy of
R h y t h m , ”
playwriting, the art
of comedic acting,
acting improvisa-
tion, video critiques,
“The Art of Edit-
ing,” and an African
dance workshop
were also part of
Thursday’s exercises
in art appreciation
and education.

On Friday, stu-
dents had the oppor-
tunity to learn more
about cartoon illus-
tration, “Ancient

Egyptian Mummy Cases,” “Rhythm Ex-
ploration – Drum Circle Style,” “Poetry and
the Spoken Word Workshop,” and the “Play-
ing with Lines Poetry Workshop.”

For more information on programs
sponsored by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
please visit www.unioncountynj.org.
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
“The Storm,” by Ellen Renner, acrylic,“The Storm,” by Ellen Renner, acrylic,“The Storm,” by Ellen Renner, acrylic,“The Storm,” by Ellen Renner, acrylic,“The Storm,” by Ellen Renner, acrylic,
$250.$250.$250.$250.$250.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Through Tuesday,
March 30, the Westfield Community Room
will be the backdrop for the Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) 80th Annual Mem-
bers’ Exhibition, Salon 2004. Barbara
Zietchick served as Show Chairperson.

Approximately 80 pieces of artwork were
submitted, representing the genres of wa-
tercolor, pastel, oil, pencil drawing, acryl-
ics, monoprint, watercolor collage, sumi
ink and monotype. Other works included
scratchboard, some photography, and
sculptures of soapstone, welded steel and
stoneware.

Artist Jane Annis detailed two fishing
partners in her water-
color “Autumn Morn-
ing,” while John
Curch’s “A Long Walk
Home” and Maria
Halkias Doutis’ “Medi-
terranean Sun” were also
watercolor submittals.

Also in the watercolor
category, Phil Kass pre-
sented his detailed de-
piction of a Westfield
landscape in “Broad
Street Six” and Ann At-
las offered a different
technique of “Window
Shopping in Westfield.”

A pitcher filled with
cosmos came to life in
Fran Maurer’s water-
color piece, “Cosmos,”
pinks and reds were
chosen by Rose Marie
Gatto for her piece,
“Come In,” Ruth
Obeid continued the floral theme with

“Flowering Spring,” and artist Janna Sage
Peterson used watercolor and collage to
create her piece, “Dream of Spring.” Betty
Stroppel also won an award for her water-
color, “Earl’s Eclectic.”

In the category of pastels, artists like
Dolores Brink (“Purple Shadows”) and
Barbara Uhr (“Thiemba”) used rich colors
and textures.

Many oil paintings were submitted in the
show, such as Mary Cho’s garden landscape,
“Melick Farm Orchard Path,” Mary Lou
Gray’s “Lena,” a geometric approach by
Mary Ann Iannitto entitled “Moonlit Still
Life,” and Linda Kolar’s portrait, “Romance.”

Other oil paintings included Sigal Lenz’
“Dance in Red,” which featured a large red
lily, John Less’ portrait, “Woman with Black
Hat,” Arline Melchior’s rendition of a spir-
ited musical conductor in “R. Kubelik,”
Mildred Lubas’ landscape, “A Country Scene
in Poland,” and S. Allyn Schaeffer’s depic-
tion of equestrians in “Waiting Their Turn.”

Artist Marie Gerus used acrylic paints
for her abstract piece, “Spontaneous #5”
and couples ran to seek shelter from a storm
in Ellen Renner’s acrylic “The Storm,”
which mainly used blue and gray tones.

Christine Parker depicted octopuses in
the show’s sole scratchboard submittal, while
WAA President Barbara Schwinn presented
“Iris Reticulata,” a photograph of two purple
irises in a green garden.

Some sculptures included Gladys

Reimers’ pure white bunny with long ears,
“Snow Bunny,” while a soapstone turtle
seemed to escape its perch in Kathleen
Thompson’s “Old Man in the Sea.”

During the Awards Presentation on
March 21, Awards of Excellence were dis-
tributed as follows:

WAA Awards of Excellence ($200 each)WAA Awards of Excellence ($200 each)WAA Awards of Excellence ($200 each)WAA Awards of Excellence ($200 each)WAA Awards of Excellence ($200 each)
Linda Kolar: “Romance”Linda Kolar: “Romance”Linda Kolar: “Romance”Linda Kolar: “Romance”Linda Kolar: “Romance”
Allyn Schaeffer: “Waiting Their Turn”Allyn Schaeffer: “Waiting Their Turn”Allyn Schaeffer: “Waiting Their Turn”Allyn Schaeffer: “Waiting Their Turn”Allyn Schaeffer: “Waiting Their Turn”
Edmund Spiro: “Nature’s Guardian”Edmund Spiro: “Nature’s Guardian”Edmund Spiro: “Nature’s Guardian”Edmund Spiro: “Nature’s Guardian”Edmund Spiro: “Nature’s Guardian”
Marcia Sandmeyer Wilson: “Self-Portrait inMarcia Sandmeyer Wilson: “Self-Portrait inMarcia Sandmeyer Wilson: “Self-Portrait inMarcia Sandmeyer Wilson: “Self-Portrait inMarcia Sandmeyer Wilson: “Self-Portrait in
Bath Tub”Bath Tub”Bath Tub”Bath Tub”Bath Tub”

WAA Awards of Merit ($100 each)WAA Awards of Merit ($100 each)WAA Awards of Merit ($100 each)WAA Awards of Merit ($100 each)WAA Awards of Merit ($100 each)
Dolores Brink: “Purple Shadows”Dolores Brink: “Purple Shadows”Dolores Brink: “Purple Shadows”Dolores Brink: “Purple Shadows”Dolores Brink: “Purple Shadows”
Maxine King: “Contemplation II”Maxine King: “Contemplation II”Maxine King: “Contemplation II”Maxine King: “Contemplation II”Maxine King: “Contemplation II”
Barbara Zietchick: “Beehive II”Barbara Zietchick: “Beehive II”Barbara Zietchick: “Beehive II”Barbara Zietchick: “Beehive II”Barbara Zietchick: “Beehive II”

Sheilia Lenga: “Brandenberg Gate, Berlin”Sheilia Lenga: “Brandenberg Gate, Berlin”Sheilia Lenga: “Brandenberg Gate, Berlin”Sheilia Lenga: “Brandenberg Gate, Berlin”Sheilia Lenga: “Brandenberg Gate, Berlin”

WAA Honorable Mention ($50WAA Honorable Mention ($50WAA Honorable Mention ($50WAA Honorable Mention ($50WAA Honorable Mention ($50

each)each)each)each)each)
Jane Annis: “Autumn Morning”Jane Annis: “Autumn Morning”Jane Annis: “Autumn Morning”Jane Annis: “Autumn Morning”Jane Annis: “Autumn Morning”
Nancy Asher: “The Washing Cup”Nancy Asher: “The Washing Cup”Nancy Asher: “The Washing Cup”Nancy Asher: “The Washing Cup”Nancy Asher: “The Washing Cup”
Mary Paynter: “Tara”Mary Paynter: “Tara”Mary Paynter: “Tara”Mary Paynter: “Tara”Mary Paynter: “Tara”
Janna Sage Peterson: “Dream of Spring”Janna Sage Peterson: “Dream of Spring”Janna Sage Peterson: “Dream of Spring”Janna Sage Peterson: “Dream of Spring”Janna Sage Peterson: “Dream of Spring”
Joan Polishook: “The Workman’s Shoes”Joan Polishook: “The Workman’s Shoes”Joan Polishook: “The Workman’s Shoes”Joan Polishook: “The Workman’s Shoes”Joan Polishook: “The Workman’s Shoes”
Margie Smith: “Joan of Art”Margie Smith: “Joan of Art”Margie Smith: “Joan of Art”Margie Smith: “Joan of Art”Margie Smith: “Joan of Art”

Memorial AwardsMemorial AwardsMemorial AwardsMemorial AwardsMemorial Awards
• • • • • Mary Lou Gray: “Lena” – the KatherineMary Lou Gray: “Lena” – the KatherineMary Lou Gray: “Lena” – the KatherineMary Lou Gray: “Lena” – the KatherineMary Lou Gray: “Lena” – the Katherine
and Denzil Bush Award, $100, oil paint-and Denzil Bush Award, $100, oil paint-and Denzil Bush Award, $100, oil paint-and Denzil Bush Award, $100, oil paint-and Denzil Bush Award, $100, oil paint-
ing;ing;ing;ing;ing;
• Betty Stroppel: “Earl’s Eclectic” – the• Betty Stroppel: “Earl’s Eclectic” – the• Betty Stroppel: “Earl’s Eclectic” – the• Betty Stroppel: “Earl’s Eclectic” – the• Betty Stroppel: “Earl’s Eclectic” – the
Jeannette Golda Award, $150, watercolorJeannette Golda Award, $150, watercolorJeannette Golda Award, $150, watercolorJeannette Golda Award, $150, watercolorJeannette Golda Award, $150, watercolor
painting;painting;painting;painting;painting;
• Joseph Hulsen: “Shadows/Reflections”• Joseph Hulsen: “Shadows/Reflections”• Joseph Hulsen: “Shadows/Reflections”• Joseph Hulsen: “Shadows/Reflections”• Joseph Hulsen: “Shadows/Reflections”
– the Betty Rappold Award, $100, oil– the Betty Rappold Award, $100, oil– the Betty Rappold Award, $100, oil– the Betty Rappold Award, $100, oil– the Betty Rappold Award, $100, oil
painting;painting;painting;painting;painting;
• Veronique Zehnder Hahn: “Beige and• Veronique Zehnder Hahn: “Beige and• Veronique Zehnder Hahn: “Beige and• Veronique Zehnder Hahn: “Beige and• Veronique Zehnder Hahn: “Beige and
Rouge and Gold Landscape” – theRouge and Gold Landscape” – theRouge and Gold Landscape” – theRouge and Gold Landscape” – theRouge and Gold Landscape” – the
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tercolor paintingtercolor paintingtercolor paintingtercolor paintingtercolor painting

Show admission is free. The Com-
munity Room, which is handicapped

accessible, is located inside the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street.

On Saturday and Sunday, March 27
and 28, the exhibition will be presented from
12 to 4 p.m., while every Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday, through March 30,
visitors may attend from 12 to 2 p.m. For
more information, please call (908) 687-
2945 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/waa.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer Street, will present Metropoli-
tan Opera mezzo-soprano
Jane Bunnell and pianist
Clifford Parrish in a free, half-
hour program at noon on
Wednesday, March 31, as the
conclusion of this season’s
Mid-Day Musicales series.

Bunnell’s 13 years with the
Metropolitan Opera began
with her debut as “Anino” in
La Clemenza di Tito. She
has appeared in several “Met”
productions, most notably A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Hansel and Gretel, Le Nozze di Figaro,
Madama Butterfly, and Othello, with
Placido Domingo.

For five seasons, Bunnell sang with the
New York City Opera, and has performed

with the Houston, San Diego, Dallas,
Minnesota, Kansas City and Florida Grand
Opera. In Europe, she sang “Octavian” in

Bonn and Toulouse,
“Rosina” at the Vienna
Volksoper, and “Lucilla” at
the Schwetzingen Festival.

Last, year, Bunnell sang in
Peter Grimes with Sieji
Ozaka, and in Sly and
Othello with Placido
Domingo. This year, brings
appearances at the Met in Le
Nozze di Figaro, Madama
Butterfly and Wagner’s Ring.
She has been on the faculty
of New York University for

eight years and is currently teaching at
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

A $5 soup and sandwich luncheon will
be available in the church social hall fol-
lowing the concert.

Jane BunnellJane BunnellJane BunnellJane BunnellJane Bunnell
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Melody and
harmony filled the social hall of
Westfield’s First United Method-
ist Church on March 20, as sev-
eral up-and-coming musicians
played for the benefit of the Cen-
tral Jersey Chapter of the Names
Project, also known as the AIDS
Memorial Quilt.

The performances, which are
part of the ongoing Coffee with
Conscience Concert Series, fea-
tured the music of soloist Devon
Sproule, and the vocally and acous-

tically accomplished group, “We’re
About Nine.”

Sproule opened both sets with
her clear voice and hauntingly
beautiful lyrics. Only 21 years old,
the singer-songwriter has been per-
forming nationally for over five
years. In June of 2003, she re-
leased her third CD, “Upstate
Songs,” from which many of Sat-
urday evening’s songs and acous-
tic guitar accompaniments origi-
nated. Her songs echoed the hu-
man experience.

A native and current resident of
Virginia, Sproule traveled by car
to perform in Westfield.

“This was a wonderful reason
to make a six hour car trip,” she
commented in between sets.

Sproule was followed by “We’re
About Nine,” a trio which de-
scribes itself as a contemporary-
Americana-folk-rock-group from
Baltimore. The group consists of
Pat Klink on vocals, guitars, and
djembe, Katie Graybeal on vo-
cals, bass and acoustic guitar, and
Brian Gundersdorf on vocals, and
acoustic guitar. The trio is sought
after for performances through-
out the northeast, and in 2002
was voted Top Voted Showcase at

the Falcon Ridge Folk Festival,
coming in first place out of 400
artists.

“We’re About Nine” has re-
ceived numerous additional
awards. They performed songs
from their third and latest CD,
the critically acclaimed “En-
gine,” which was released in the
summer of 2003, as well as fa-
vorites by John Lennon/Paul
McCartney and Bruce
Springsteen.

Recently, the Coffee With Con-
science Series has grown to in-
clude, in addition to performances
at the Springfield Emanuel United
Methodist Church, The Second
Saturdays Coffee House Concert
Series at the Unitarian Church in
Summit.

“I’m particularly excited about
my next concert to be held in
Summit, featuring two wonderful
singer/songwriters, Tom Prasada-
Rao and Cary Cooper. The two
tour under the name ‘The
Dreamsicles.’ Tom has been my
favorite singer/songwriter for the
last three years — and trust me ...
I know quite a few!” said Ahhre
Maros, Coffee With Conscience
promoter.

This next show will be held on
Saturday, April 10, at 8 p.m., at
the Unitarian Church in Summit,
4 Waldron Avenue, at the corner
of Springfield Avenue.

In addition, Maros recently
began producing the Watchung
Art Center Acoustic-Folk Con-
cert Series at the Watchung Art
Center. To be included on
Maros’s e-mail list of upcoming
events, e-mail him at
concerts4causes@aol.com.

Devon SprouleDevon SprouleDevon SprouleDevon SprouleDevon Sproule
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Some crit-
ics might have called it insanity
when Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Drama/
Music Department announced
it would present Les Misérables
as its spring musical. Other
people might have thought it was an
act of pure hubris. After seeing it on
opening night this past weekend, I
would call it brilliant.

An 18-piece timpani-driven orches-
tra sets the opening scene of misery
and degradation of a chain gang in
France in the 1800s that admonish
each other to “Look Down” in order to
survive. Jean Valjean, the lead through-
out the musical that spans some 20
years, has just served 19 years in prison
for stealing a loaf of bread for his
sister’s starving child and later attempt-
ing to escape.

Abe Hiatt, a vo-
cally mature and pro-
ficient junior, plays
the demanding lead
role.

Casting students
in the right role in a
high school is half
the battle. The team
of Producer/Music
Director Laurie
Wellman and Direc-
tor Tom Pedas has to
be credited for know-
ing the students’
voices and talents
and matching them
to roles in which they
can shine. And these
teenagers do shine.

A visual and audi-
tory tapestry com-
prised of threads of
various themes, mu-
sical and thematic,
Les Misérables boasts
a colorful combina-
tion of intrigue, pas-
sion, love, greed, and
compassion.

A stunning lead solo voice of Mat-
thew Capodicasa as Inspector Javert
demonstrates that a high school senior’s
basso profundo can indeed be pro-
found. Replete with Napoleonic hat
and mutton chops, this antagonist
battles with protagonist Valjean from
the get go and continues throughout
the musical that is technically an oper-
etta in nature since all lines are sung.

Stephen Carroll’s velvet lyrical voice
of the Bishop sings sweetly and com-
passionately to thief Valjean. There is
no overdosing on sugar here, however;
in fact, a versatile singer/actor, Stephen
later displays his multifaceted talent in
the role of Joly, one of the revolution-
aries in the show.

In the strong musical number “At
the End of the Day,” the ensemble
gives a glimpse of the burden of wea-
riness the poor feel daily.

A favorite audition song, “I Dreamed
a Dream” is handled well by Jaclyn
Tumolo playing Fantine, the mother

of an illegitimate child named
Cosette. When fellow factory work-
ers steal a letter written by Cosette’s
caretakers, a fight ensues and Fantine
loses her job. This especially well-
played musical number in the fac-
tory showcases a variety of solo voices
that could have handled leads easily
themselves.

Forlorn, Fantine sells her hair for
money and then is taught the harsh
realities of prostitution. Garishly
dressed women of the night topped off
with plumed hats show their vocal
flexibility with raucous sounds and

tender unison blends when needed.
Fantine (Jaclyn Tumolo) uses a beauti-
ful upper register of her voice when
she pleads to Inspector Javert to let her
go for the sake of her child.

Later, effective strobe lighting in the
runaway cart scene sparks reality. At
the end of that scene, the low notes of
Capodicasa’s Javert are ominously evil
in vibrato and intensity.

“Who Am I?” the introspective song
that Valjean sings, is rushed a bit in
tempo, perhaps causing first time au-
dience members not to grasp all of the
lyrics. Otherwise, Pit Orchestra Di-
rector Durand Thomas reins in a
knowledgeable, talented musical en-
semble.

When Paige Mankin sings, “Castle
on a Cloud,” as young Cosette, she
steals the hearts of the audience. That
role and the one of the street urchin,

Gavroche, played by Daniel Pesin on
March 18, got two of the biggest
ovations of the night. Both have an-
gelic voices.

Devilishly wonderful in the role of
innkeeper Thenardier and Madame
Thenardier are Devon Bonstein and
Laura Manziano. As the innkeeper’s
wife, Laura is excellent. There is no

other word for her performance. The
disdain she dumps on young Cosette
is acting at its best. And in “Master of
the House,” with Devon taking the
lead, the audience fairly howls its de-
light.

No wonder the house rocks in that
number; the stage is packed with
crowds of SPFHS’s drama and music
students each doing its character’s bits
while still reacting to the dishonest
innkeeper and his wife.

Devon spits out hilarious lyrics. He
and his wife sail through the number

with ribald ges-
tures as punctua-
tion. He and the
Mrs. should be
sure Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising
Star Award
Nominees, if not
winners. In fact,
there should be a
fair number of
n o m i n a t i o n s
from this talented
cast as well as the
show itself.

Lauren Perrotta,
playing Eponine,
creates tender,
plaintive musical
moments one of
which is “Little he
knows, little he
sees.”

Like Captain
Ahab searching
for Moby Dick,
Inspector Javert
stays hot on the
trail of Jean
Valjean through-
out their lives.

When Javert (Matt) sings, “and if you
fall as Lucifer fell,” it is clear that he
sees life in terms of black and white.
Matt is electric when he sings “This I
swear.”

In the song, ”Red and Black.”
Enjolras (Tuan Nguyen) and Marius
(Ryan Aspell) are the leaders of the
student-supported revolution. Tuan’s
art song quality voice raises support
for the cause. “Do you hear the
People Sing?” which starts pianis-
simo is the signal for the rest of the
crowd to stream down the aisle and
appear on stage. That in itself is
quite a feat with approximately 45 in
the ensemble.

This has always felt like a natural
intermission spot in the show, but it
isn’t. The grownup Cosette, a lovely
senior named Jillian Prefach, has to

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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