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Westfield Bd. of Education 2004-2005 Budget
Recapped; Community to Vote on April 20

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield school district’s to-
tal budget for the 2004-2005 school
year tallies $71,710,802, a 6 percent
increase over the 2003-2004 budget
of $67,661,004.

The 2004-2005 spending plan,
which was approved by the Westfield
Board of Education at its public
meeting on March 2, is the sum of an
operating budget of $69,449,416 and
a debt service of $2,261,386. The
debt service is money owed on the
Westfield High School (WHS) Bond
Referendum that helped to make a
number of improvements to the

school last summer. The money owed
on the referendum is not part of what
Westfield citizens will vote on when
they take to the polls on Tuesday,
April 20.

The community will vote whether
or not to approve the operating bud-

get, the various areas of which have
been the topics of the board’s meet-
ings since the middle of January.

The Special Education portion of
the operating budget calls for
$13,572,504 in funds, a 6.51 percent
overall increase over the 2003-2004

budget of $12,742,414.
In particular, the proposed budget

approves a 9.45 percent increase in
spending for students with special
needs whose educational needs can
only be met at out-of-district schools.
The board attributes this increase in
spending to a concordant increase in
enrollment. The cost of in-district
classes will rise by 7.62 percent, and
other related services will rise 6.93
percent.

The board was able to lower the
cost of the district’s Child Study
Team and the cost of the Special
Education Department’s administra-
tion by a total of 8.92 percent. Spe-
cial Education is the largest single
expenditure in the board’s approved
budget.

Another area of importance in the
2004-2005 spending plan is the ath-
letics budget, which will be increased
by 5.37 percent. Particularly note-
worthy is the increase in funding for
the WHS Ice Hockey team. Last
year’s budget was the first time the
school district gave the team any
funding, and the proposed 2004-2005
budget more than doubles that fund-
ing, to $12,462.

Additionally, the board announced
its commitment to fund all of the
WHS Ice Hockey team’s expenses,
with the exception of ice time, which

Geese Management Program Dominates County
Meeting; Patterson Reveals Freeholder Candidacy

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As expected, the Board of Chosen
Freeholder meeting held on March 11
consisted of one topic and one topic
only – geese. Many angry residents
came out to express their outrage at
the proposed geese management pro-
gram, while several people offered
their support for the proposal.

According to Union County offi-
cials, the geese management pro-
gram aims to control the overabun-
dance of geese in all county parks. A
similar program was implemented
last year, but that program involved
the gassing of excess geese. There
are no plans to do that this year.

A small and peaceful protest was
staged before the meeting outside of
the Union County Administration
Building. Approximately 15 people
held signs and marched along the side-
walk, and there was even someone
dressed up in a full goose costume.

Kerri Blanchard, a Rahway resi-
dent and the apparent leader of the
“pro-geese” movement, came to the
meeting armed with self-conducted
research. Like prior meetings, she
proceeded to verbally attack the Free-
holder board for their plans to cut
back on the geese. Ms. Blanchard
had used the Open Public Records
Act to obtain information on previ-

ous geese management programs,
and she was livid at what she discov-
ered upon receiving the information.

“I was absolutely shocked at the
minimal efforts made at any non-
lethal efforts made to control the
geese,” exclaimed Ms. Blanchard.

She also detailed the contents of a
letter sent by the Fish and Game
Department in 1999 to Union
County. In that letter, says Ms.
Blanchard, the department tested
goose fecal matter and discovered
that “zero percent of the adult geese
in our county parks were infested
with anything. Zero percent.”

“I submit to you that when you do
actual testing on actual geese from
this county, and those results come
back disease-free, you have no
grounds to call geese an imminent
public threat,” opined Ms. Blanchard.

Other members of the public voiced
their opinions as well. Bruce
Blanchard compared the gassing of
geese to “gassing the children,” and
Thomas Kiernan of Garwood sug-
gested that Union County follow the
example of Oyster Bay, Long Island.

According to Mr. Kiernan, in Oys-
ter Bay, the street sweepers have a
special adapter aimed at cleaning up
goose droppings.

“Oyster Bay has never extermi-
nated geese, and does not plan to,”

explained Mr. Kiernan.
However, there was some support

for the goose management program,
which Freeholder Chairman Estrada
pointed out would not involve gas-
sing the geese this time around.

Rahway resident Scott Harris ex-
pressed the opinion that while geese
are beautiful animals, there definitely
is a problem in county parks.

“I have been involved with Rahway
soccer for a long, long time, and I
would say in the last 15 years, the
goose population has gotten really out
of control,” commented Mr. Harris.

He added that his concern extended
beyond athletics, to aspects such as
family picnics and children playing in
the grass, which is full of goose feces.

“Someone has to take control of
the situation and lower the geese
population,” said Mr. Harris.

Vincent Lehotsky of Rahway took
the time to address another, more
personal, issue, connected to the geese.

Mr. Lehotsky – who stated he was
pro-geese – has apparently become
the target of critics on the NJ.com
“Rahway Forum.” He said that the e-
mail address on the pro-geese flier is

the name of the anonymous person
that “was harassing my wife, harassing
my son, harassing my son’s dog Barney
that passed away, and harassing me.”

“So I guess while they (the pro-
geese group) support these dog ha-
rassment programs…the people who
pass out this flier support harassing
Vinnie Lehotsky programs as well,”
expressed Mr. Lehotsky.

He also commented on the distri-
bution of the fliers, pointing out rather
astutely that the people handing out
the fliers should change their target
audience.

The fliers have been distributed to
people in many neighborhoods, most
notably Rahway. However, as Mr.
Lehotsky put it, “if they (the distribu-
tors) had any brains, they would be
passing these fliers out in the parks,
directly to the people who are directly
responsible for feeding the geese.”

County Manager George Devanney
detailed the decision behind the geese
management program, explaining that
Union County has tried a number of
other programs with little or no suc-
cess. He added that the geese popula-
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY SERVICE...Members of the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield spent last Saturday working at the recycling center in Fanwood to
earn money for their charity programs and to serve the community.

                               Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A FAIR VIEW…Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Sullebarger, Public Relations for Fairview Cemetery; Dean
Talcott, caretaker of the Fanwood Nature Center; Richard Ralph, Executive Director of Fairview Cemetery; Dr. Tom
Ombrello, Professor of Botany at Union County College, and Barbara Vincentsen, Chairwoman of the Grounds
Committee for Fairview Cemetery. They met to discuss the future planning for the cemetery, since the cemetery has been
accepted as an Institutional member of the American Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta.

Westfield BOE Meeting
Rescheduled for Mar. 23

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Board of Education
meeting originally scheduled
for Tuesday, March 16, has been
postponed due to inclement
weather to Tuesday, March 23,
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The agenda will include dis-
cussion of the district’s pro-
posed strategic plan and the
tentative 2004-2005 school
budget, with focus on technol-
ogy initiatives.

MS Hires Architectural Firm for Initial
Planning Phase of Community Center
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, the governing body
of the Borough of Mountainside
unanimously passed upon first read-
ing a resolution concerning hiring
the architectural firm of Feitolwitz
and Kosten of Livingston for the
preliminary phase of planning for
the borough’s community center.

Mayor Robert Viglianti announced
that the firm is for now just doing the
initial phase of the project for a fee of
$8,000. The mayor also noted that
the new community center will be
located on a piece of property owned
by the borough on Mountain Av-
enue, called the Barnes Tract.

In other business, the mayor and
council passed a resolution approv-
ing a new traffic design for Mountain
Avenue and New Providence Road.

During last week’s meeting, Mayor
Viglianti noted that the county has
asked the borough to consider losing
three parking spaces on Mountain
Avenue between Sherwood Parkway

and Valley National Bank to re-align
lanes at the light. The county wants
to make a right turn only lane in
addition to a lane going straight.

The mayor had stated that the down-
side was that businesses in the down-
town area would lose three parking
spaces, but noted that he had wit-
nessed many “near miss accidents
because of people staying in the right
hand only-lane and then deciding that
they want to go straight at the light.”

The mayor said the county wants
to accomplish the project in the sum-
mer.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution that Michael
Disco, Jr. would be appointed as a
part-time Assistant Engineer at an
annual salary of $15,000, retroactive
to January 1, 2004.

In addition, another resolution was
passed that John Damato has been
appointed as a temporary Building
Inspector at an hourly rate of $25.
The council also passed a resolution
appointing Councilman Bob Messler

as a representative to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board.

In other business, a resolution was
unanimously passed authorizing the
sale of three surplus vehicles. Coun-
cilman Keith Turner noted that the
vehicles included a 2001 Ford Crown
Victoria with 79,930 miles; a 1989
Chevrolet Caprice with 88,100 miles,
and a 1991 Ford Explorer having
131,023 on it.

Council Examines $5.5 Mil.
Capital Improvement Budget

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Discussion to craft this year’s capi-
tal budget became heated at some
points, and went late into the night
on Tuesday.

Capital projects are currently pro-
posed to total $5,497,771, which Fi-
nance Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse called the “most aggres-
sive capital plan in years.” Last year,
the capital budget totaled approxi-
mately $2.1 million.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea, the monies will have
to be bonded because the town has a
lack of cash on hand. This would
increase the debt service next year
by $500,000.

Contention arose among members
of the council when discussing the
capital requests from the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC). The
DWC had originally requested over $2
million for various downtown improve-
ment projects, which the Finance Com-
mittee cut to $1.57 million.

According to Mr. Gildea, the DWC
has agreed to pay the town back for
a portion of the projects by increas-
ing its assessment to downtown prop-
erty owners.

The proposed projects include a
downtown tree plan ($400,000), a
lighting plan ($460,000), sidewalk
replacement ($550,000) and telecom
interduct ($25,000).

Discussion began when Third Ward

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca raised
concern that crosswalk improve-
ments to the intersection of North
and Central Avenues, totaling
$100,000, would be futile because of
potential improvements to the inter-
section as recommended in the re-
cent traffic study.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said that she has heard a lot from
residents regarding the pavers that have
been put in the downtown. She ques-
tioned, “Is that what we want to do?”

Mayor Gregory McDermott raised
concern that the council may hurt the
downtown with the amount of con-
struction going on, such as the South
Avenue Circle project, the proposed
parking decks and the proposed side-
walk replacement. He used the City
of Summit as an example, stating  the
municipality hurt its downtown busi-
ness owners when it did its beautifi-
cation project.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana spoke in support of spend-
ing the money, and said that the
“kind of conversation I’m listening
to at this table is absolutely ludi-
crous.”

Councilman Ciarrocca said that
he would rather see money spent on
roads and fields than on cosmetic
improvements.

Councilman Echausse said that he
has heard criticism for the pavers at
Elm and East Broad Streets. He said,
“If you ask me, I say defer it.”

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst said that the DWC is also
asking for a large capital project in
its request for the parking deck.

Other items in the capital budget
include $860,000 for a lighted syn-
thetic turf field at Sid Faye and Houlihan
Fields, as well as a study for a larger
field. The Recreation Department is
also requesting $125,000 for replace-
ment of the lights at Tamaques Park
and $74,750 for the repair of the
Tamaques Park tennis courts.

Various road improvements total
over $1 million. Last year, the council
spent $600,000 for road improve-
ments. The town will receive state aid
for the repaving of Rahway Avenue.

In the First Ward, Orenda Circle,
Roanoke Road, Stanley Oval,
Channing Avenue and Ramapo Way
will be repaved. Wychwood Road,
West Court/Sandra Circle and Can-
terbury Lane will be repaved in the
Second Ward. Summit Avenue,
Westfield Avenue and Clover Street
in the Third Ward will be repaved. In
the Fourth Ward, Sandy Hill Road,
Tice Place, Montauk Drive and Green
Briar Court will be done.

Additionally, $250,000 is ear-
marked for sewer/drainage improve-
ments, which include allowing resi-
dents on Springfield Avenue, who
currently have septic systems, to hook
into the sewer line.

The library has requested $79,780
for a new roof and lighting replace-
ment, which is done every three years.

There is also a $200,000 request
for parking pay stations. According
to Parking Director Captain John
Morgan, the new machines would be
installed in the parking lots behind
Baron’s Drug Store, across from the
post office, the North Avenue train
station lot and will replace existing

Mayor to Sign Agreement
With Society for Reeve House

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s regular meet-
ing of the Westfield Town Council,
the governing body approved a reso-
lution allowing the mayor to sign an
agreement with the Westfield His-
torical Society for the Reeve House.
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
abstained from the vote because he is
a member of the society.

Edgar Reeve, who passed away
in 2002, willed the Mountain Av-
enue house to the town, stipulating
that it be used for non-profit or
government use.

The town and the society will
enter into an 18-month lease, dur-
ing which time the society will
attempt to raise the funds needed to
convert the house into office, stor-
age and museum space.

According to Historical Society
President Don Mokrauer, renova-
tions will cost at least $500,000.

The only assistance the society is
requesting from the town is for land-
scaping and snow removal.

In other business, Nelson Place
resident Sharon Stockwell voiced
her concern that the plans for the
parking deck on Prospect and Elm
Streets is still too large. She noted
concerns with the number of rental
units and stated she and her neigh-
bors “find that to be unacceptable.”

In other business, the council
approved the municipal budget on
first reading. A public hearing and
final vote will be held on Tuesday,
April 20.

The operating budget totals
$29.97 million. Operating expenses
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Absentee Ballot Deadline
Nears for BOE Election

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents who will not be in town for the
School Election on Tuesday, April
20, from 2 to 9 p.m., may download
an application form for an absentee
ballot from www.lwvnj.org or
www.njelections.org.

The application form can be printed,
filled out, signed and mailed to the
Union County Clerk no later than
Tuesday, April 13. Absentee ballot
applications can be brought in person

by 3 p.m. on Monday, April 19.
Applications are also available at

the Westfield Board of Education
Business Office at 302 Elm Street
and in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. These forms are not actual bal-
lots, but applications for the ballots.

For more information about
Westfield Public School District’s
2004-2005 school budget, please
visit 302 Elm Street or
www.westfieldnj.com.

accounts for 80 percent of the team’s
total costs.

Other additions to the athletics bud-
get include a new varsity softball coach
and varsity football coach at WHS.

The technology portion of the
district’s budget will rise from
$1,453,607 in the 2003-2004 budget to
$1,647,470 in the board’s approved
2004-2005 budget, an increase of 13.34
percent. Leases on a number of the
district’s computers came to term this
year, and new equipment needed to be
leased to replace it.

The district’s elementary schools will
see 125 computers replaced at the third
grade levels, and three computers will
be purchased for each library. The
district’s intermediate schools will see
28 computers replaced in each Tech-
nology Lab. Edison Intermediate
School will receive 36 new science
computers, and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School will receive 42.

The biggest expenditure in the tech-
nology budget is the purchase of 150
new laptop computers for the faculty at
WHS. The need for the new computers
and the training associated with them
has come under fire at recent board
meetings. Partly as a result of the
board’s insistence that the matter be
looked over carefully, the budget allot-
ment for training on the new laptops
was cut in half. The funds from this
action were then re-allocated to the
athletics budget to help fund the new
coaches.

The Capital Projects section of the
budget includes temporary classrooms
at the elementary level, as well as a
partial ceiling replacement at Edison
Intermediate School.

The board considered making the
track at WHS a budget item, but instead
agreed to seek a bond referendum in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education
2004-2005 Budget Recapped

tion has become too burdensome to
control using other methods, and that
this program will ensure a greater suc-
cess in controlling the number of geese
in county parks.

He also offered to meet with the various
groups to explore additional alternatives to
geese population control.

“By no means has the county stopped
using…non-lethal methods (to control
the geese),” stated Mr. Devanney.

In other news, Bruce Patterson of
Garwood declared that he would be
seeking the Republican nomination to
run for one of the freeholder seats in the
upcoming elections. Mr. Patterson de-
clared that one of his main issues will
pertain to the budget, commenting that
he did not see the need for an increase in
the budget.

“I would offer a challenge to the Free-
holder board to try and keep the budget
increase to zero…I think that would show
some concern to the taxpayers of Union
County,” stated Mr. Patterson.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who an-
nounced he will be running for re-elec-
tion, found it interesting that Mr.
Patterson would propose a zero percent
budget increase. He offered Mr.
Patterson the chance to take further ac-
tion on his proposal.

“If you’re saying that the county
should have a zero…increase, I think
the first thing you better be prepared to
do is to tell a lot of the county employees
that they are going to be out of a job,”
said Freeholder Sullivan.

Also in response to Mr. Patterson’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geese Management Program
Dominates Freeholder Meeting

comments, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella remarked that the budget
meetings have been open to the public,
and that the directors have done a supe-
rior job preparing their individual bud-
gets. Yet, said Freeholder Mirabella,
Mr. Patterson has not attended any of
the budget meetings.

“Silly season has begun in March,”
Freeholder Mirabella joked.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, MARCH 9
* After being stopped for a motor

vehicle violation, Jose Delsol, 37, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the 400 block
of North Avenue, East, and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

* Joseph Massett, 33, of Garwood was
arrested on charges of burglary and theft
for allegedly stealing electrical wire af-
ter entering a locked garage in the 500
block of Downer Street. He was being
held on $10,000 bail, with a 10 percent
cash alternative.

* Jonathan Debevoise, 20, of Westfield
was arrested following a motor vehicle

stop at South Avenue and Sussex Street
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was released on his own recognizance.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
* Antoine Sanford, 25, of Newark was

charged with possession of a fraudulent
insurance card after being arrested at
South and Central Avenues on an active
contempt of court warrant issued by the
Cranford Municipal Court. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
* A three-quarter length black leather

coat was reported stolen from a profes-
sional building located on South Av-
enue, East.

Westfield Stamp Show
Draws Over 100 Visitors

September to finance both the track
repairs and a turf field at the same
location.

The main expenditure in the curricu-
lum portion of the budget is $200,000
for new textbooks that contain up-to-
date information on world events, sci-
ence, and technology. This part of the
budget also contains new initiatives for
teachers at all grade levels that are
designed to help Westfield students
perform better on yearly assessment
tests.

The approved 2004-2005 budget
calls for four new general education
teachers, one new resource center
teacher, and one new guidance counse-
lor, all at WHS.

The approved budget calls for a 6.08
percent increase in the tax levy, which
determines how much Westfield resi-
dents are taxed to fund the school
district’s budget. The total proposed
tax levy is $65,163,192, which comes
to a tax of $6,390 on the average prop-
erty value of a home in Westfield. For
budgetary calculations, the board used
a flat average property value of
$180,000. Each homeowner pays $3.55
on every $100 of the value of his or her
home.

While the above numbers may seem
ungainly and abstract in their financial
impact, each Westfield homeowner can
determine how much he or she will pay
towards the school’s budget by divid-
ing the assessed value of one’s home
by 100, and then multiplying that num-
ber by 3.55. The result of that calcula-
tion is the amount of money, in dollars,
that a homeowner will pay towards the
2004-2005 school district budget if it is
approved.

The annual school board election
takes place on Tuesday, April 20, from
2 to 9 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Stamp Club held it’s annual show this
past Saturday at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal building. Admission was free
and more than 100 individuals, old
and young, took advantage of the op-
portunity to see exhibits of rare and
strange stamps from around the world.
A wide variety of philatelic items
from the six dealers were available for
purchase.

One of the highlights of the show
proved to be the two presentations
given by noted collector and author
Steven Rod. He spoke to youngsters
and their parents about how to get
started in a hobby, which is both edu-
cational and enjoyable. Mr. Rod
showed how the show theme, “Stamp
Collecting – A Family Activity” can
become a reality. Thanks to the coop-
eration efforts of the Westfield Stamp
Club, the Mystic Stamp Company,
Stamp Collector Magazine and the
Westfield Board of Education, there

was a standing room only for both the
morning and afternoon sessions. All
of the children who participated re-
ceived free stamps, catalogues, and
other material to start them on their
way.

Adults who stopped collecting
stamps after their childhood also vis-
ited the show and a number of them
signed up as new members of the club.

Two nationally accredited phila-
telic judges evaluated the exhibits. A
variety of awards were presented. The
club also held a drawing for two free
one-year subscriptions to the bi-
weekly Stamp Collector which where
donated by the magazine.

The club meets on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month, except July August.
The next meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, March 25 at 8 p.m. A talk about
one of the greatest names in American
Stamp collecting will be given.

Visitors are welcome. Please call
(908) 232-0539 for more information.

Candidates Night Scheduled
For SP-F Board of Education

Councilman Turner noted that the
third vehicle was a confiscated truck
from a large fraud investigation six
years ago which has been used by the
police department ever since.

Finally, in other business, the borough
passed upon first reading an ordinance to
place a stop sign at Woodacres Drive and
Whippoorwill Way.

The next Mountainside meeting will
be held on Tuesday, April 12, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
* A Shirewood Lane resident reported

that they were having a party and an
uninvited guest had arrived. The guest
was asked to leave and upon exiting the
home the person kicked out a basement
window.

* A Clydesdale Road resident reported
that the rear window of his 2004 Infinity
FX3 was smashed. The incident occurred

sometime between 1:30 and 8:30 a.m.
* A Longfellow Road resident re-

ported that while his business vehicle
was parked in a lot on Jerusalem Road
someone entered the side door of his
equipment trailer by prying the latch and
removing numerous pieces of landscap-
ing equipment. The incident occurred
sometime between March 11 from 5
p.m. and 7:45 a.m. on March 12.

Nature of Call:
Cardiac
Cardiac Arrest
Motor Vehicle Accident
Burns
Maternity/GYN
DOA
Lift Assist
Fire
Choking/Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Amputation
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Chest Injury
Diabetic Related
Gastro Intestinal Distress
Illness - other
Injury - other
Head/Nack Injury
Poisoning
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Spinal Injury
Stroke
Fracture (suspected)
Syncope
Unconscious
Behavioral Emergency
Pre-Arranged Transport
TOTAL

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for February 2004

13
2
10
1
1
2
12
1
1
1
1
5
1
2
12
20
9
12
2
35
2
7
6
22
9
2
7
1

199

EMT Volunteer Hours: 2,750
Dispatch Volunteer Hours: 254

Historic Preservation Comm.
Sponsors WF Student Contest
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Historic Preservation Commission will
host its Annual Youth Contest for stu-
dents in third, fifth and eighth grades in

the Westfield school district, as well as
Westfield High School U.S. History
students.

Contest entries will be accepted for
essays, art and creative writing to reflect
the following topic: “Why do we want
to preserve Westfield’s architectural his-
tory and what should we preserve?”

Curriculum for students in those
grades and classes includes a study of
New Jersey and/or the town of
Westfield.

Prizes will be awarded for each grade
level. Entries should be sent to: Claire
Gray, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, 07090 or call
(908) 789-4041 for more information.

In addition to the contest, the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission is
donating a copy of its book, “Town of
Westfield, New Jersey: Design Guide-
lines for Historic Sites and Districts” to
each library in the Westfield Public
Schools.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) Council will sponsor the
Board of Education Candidates’ Night
on Monday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m.

The forum will be held in the Board of
Education Meeting Room, located in the
District Administration offices at Ever-
green Elementary School, Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Candidates’ Night provides an oppor-
tunity for the community to see and
assess all of the school board candidates
together, prior to the election on Tuesday,
April 20.

Two candidates are running to fill the
two vacant seats for Scotch Plains: in-
cumbents Craig Nowlin and Lance Por-
ter. One candidate, Seamus Dolan, is
vying for the vacant Fanwood seat.

A representative from the Westfield
League of Women Voters will moderate

the forum. After making introductory
remarks, candidates will respond to ques-
tions submitted by PTA Council and
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Junior Statesmen
Association.

The evening will also provide an oppor-
tunity for questions from the audience.

For community members who are un-
able to attend, the forum will be pre-
sented on Channel 34. Scheduling infor-
mation will be posted on the school
district’s website, www.spfk12.org.

The school board election and vote on
the school budget will take place on
Tuesday, April 20. The polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m. in both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

For more information about Candi-
dates’ Night, please contact Gale Miller,
PTA Council Vice-President, at (908)
889-7934.
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     Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER STORM…On Tuesday, the local area was hit with yet another
storm. Pictured, above, Westfield residents go about their normal routine
despite the snowy weather.

are up 8.9 percent over last year, with
insurance costs rising 19.8 percent. Ad-
ditionally, the town has to contribute
$155,630 to the police and fire pension
funds for the first time in several years.

On the average assessed home of
$177,500, taxes will increase $213, or 15
percent, for the municipal portion of tax
bills. Municipal taxes make up 16.1
percent of the total tax bill.

Last year, municipal taxes increased
by 6 percent, which equaled a $75 in-
crease to homeowners.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss potential litigation with
the New Jersey Builders Association.
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WINNING SPELLERS…The winners of the Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s 18th Annual Spelling Bee Final posed with Kathleen Daly,
Assistant Vice-President and Branch Manager from the Town Bank of
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, with Ms. Daly are: David Schaefer, Kayla
Krasnoo, Candace Hwang, Daniel Fitzpatrick and Patrick Bergen.

Spelling Bee Winners Told
By Junior Woman’s Club
WESTFIELD – The Junior

Woman’s Club of Westfield held its
18th Annual Spelling Bee Final at
Westfield High School (WHS) on
February 4.

Approximately 134 students
from the fourth and fifth grades in
the Westfield school district com-
peted in January to reach the final
round in February.

Out of 20 students remaining, the
top five winners were Patrick Bergen
(First Place) of Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, David Schaefer (Sec-
ond Place) of McKinley Elemen-
tary School, and runners-up Daniel
Fitzpatrick of Wilson Elementary
School, Kayla Krasnoo of Wash-
ington Elementary School, and
Candice Hwang of Wilson School.

These five students went on to

compete in the district competi-
tion on February 18.

The Junior Woman’s Club
thanks the participating students,
as well as guest judges Commu-
nity Editor of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Suzette Stalker and
Westfield Board of Education
member Julia Walker.

The WHS Maintenance Depart-
ment helped organize the event,
while The Town Bank of Westfield
contributed a $50 savings account
to the First Place winner of the
final competition. The Town Book
Store in Westfield contributed a
$15 gift certificate to the Second
Place winner. The McDonald’s in
Garwood donated free coupons to
the competitors.

machines in the lot behind the Rialto
Theatre. He said the machines would
be able to accept dollars and change
and will have smart card technology.

Members of the council will review the
items and discuss them again at a future
meeting before adopting the budget.


