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Candidates Night Scheduled
For SP-F Board of Education

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) Council will
sponsor the Board of Education
Candidates’ Night on Monday,
March 29, at 7:30 p.m.

The forum will be held in the
Board of Education Meeting Room,
located in the District Administra-
tion offices at Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Candidates’ Night provides an
opportunity for the community to
see and assess all of the school
board candidates together, prior to
the election on Tuesday, April 20.

Two candidates are running to
fill the two vacant seats for Scotch
Plains: incumbents Craig Nowlin
and Lance Porter. One candidate,
Seamus Dolan, is vying for the
vacant Fanwood seat.

A representative from the
Westfield League of Women Vot-

ers will moderate the forum. After
making introductory remarks, can-
didates will respond to questions
submitted by PTA Council and
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Junior Statesmen Association.

The evening will also provide
an opportunity for questions from
the audience.

For community members who
are unable to attend, the forum
will be presented on Channel 34.
Scheduling information will be
posted on the school district’s
website, www.spfk12.org.

The school board election and
vote on the school budget will take
place on Tuesday, April 20. The
polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
in both Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

For more information about Can-
didates’ Night, please contact Gale
Miller, PTA Council Vice-Presi-
dent, at (908) 889-7934.
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New Environmental Commission
Chairman Tells of Plans for 2004

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Brian Doyle, the new chairman of
the Scotch Plains Environmental
Commission, says his goal this year
is to broaden the group’s activities
and exposure “so that people know
that Scotch Plains has an Environ-
mental Commission.”

Mr. Doyle, who joined the Com-
mission four years ago and took over
as Chairman in January from Joanne
Ryan, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times recently that the
group was a bit hindered in the past
because of membership turnover and

a lack of people interested in joining.
Now, with the complement of nine
members, he can focus on “giving it
a more public face,” by expanding
the activities in which it is involved.

The commission’s primary func-
tion is serving as an advisory board
to the Township Planning Board.

“We look at plans for upcoming
applications to the (planning) board,”
Mr. Doyle said. “We look at the
environmental impact those projects
have and make comments to the board
that are then used at their meetings.”

The commission also sponsors an
Earth Day Poster Contest for local

students and is involved with an en-
vironmental club at Park Middle
School.

The commission is also looking to
possibly work on joint projects with
other local entities, such as the Town-
ship Recreation Commission and the
Township Library, as well as more
involvement with local schools in an
effort “to raise the commission’s pro-
file.”

Mr. Doyle believes this is possible
because “we’ve got full membership
and fresh blood” as well as, he added,
“the full support of the Township
Council.”

One item on the group’s agenda
this year, he said, is attempting to
hire a tree planner, to be paid with
grant funding, to “evaluate the health
of the trees in town and make recom-
mendations for how to care for them
and maintain them.” Mr. Doyle said
he is also hoping to get a grant to use
in conjunction with the middle school
environmental club.

The commission normally meets
on the third Monday of each month
at the Municipal Building on Park
Avenue.

Back in 1999, the commission,
then led by Marcia Anderson, re-
quested that the Township Council
approve the creation of a Shade Tree
Commission, but the governing body
at the time was unenthusiastic, citing
various liability and regulatory power
concerns. Mr. Doyle told The Times
that “for right now, we’re not going
to go into that” this year. Instead, he
said, he wants the commission to
focus its energies on “trying to do
good things for the town.”

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

As expected, the Board of Chosen
Freeholder meeting held on March 11
consisted of one topic and one topic
only – geese. Many angry residents
came out to express their outrage at
the proposed geese management pro-
gram, while several people offered
their support for the proposal.

According to Union County offi-
cials, the geese management pro-
gram aims to control the overabun-
dance of geese in all county parks. A
similar program was implemented
last year, but that program involved
the gassing of excess geese. There
are no plans to do that this year.

A small and peaceful protest was
staged before the meeting outside of

the Union County Administration
Building. Approximately 15 people
held signs and marched along the side-
walk, and there was even someone
dressed up in a full goose costume.

Kerri Blanchard, a Rahway resi-
dent and the apparent leader of the
“pro-geese” movement, came to the
meeting armed with self-conducted
research. Like prior meetings, she

proceeded to verbally attack the Free-
holder board for their plans to cut
back on the geese. Ms. Blanchard
had used the Open Public Records
Act to obtain information on previ-
ous geese management programs,
and she was livid at what she discov-
ered upon receiving the information.

“I was absolutely shocked at the
minimal efforts made at any non-

lethal efforts made to control the
geese,” exclaimed Ms. Blanchard.

She also detailed the contents of a
letter sent by the Fish and Game
Department in 1999 to Union County.
In that letter, says Ms. Blanchard, the
department tested goose fecal matter
and discovered that “zero percent of
the adult geese in our county parks

Fred Rossi for The Times
CHECKING PLANS…The Scotch Plains Environmental Commission met last Monday to review Planning Board
applications and to hear a brief presentation from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Pictured
above, from left to right, are: Dominick Bratti, Brendon McNamara, Cathy Budzinski, Chairman Brian Doyle and Cindy
Lea Weber.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
COMMUNITY SERVICE...The Fanwood recycling center is busy last Saturday
during the windy March day. Members of the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield helped out at the recycling center to earn money for their charity
programs and to serve the borough.

Geese Management Program Dominates County
Meeting; Patterson Reveals Freeholder Candidacy

S. Plains Council Expected
To Introduce SID Ordinance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will likely introduce an ordinance
in early May that will create a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) for
the downtown area, about 11 months
after the first substantial discussions
about a SID were held.

Earlier this month, the 10-member
steering committee ended six months
of discussions and submitted to the
Council a report containing its rec-
ommendations for the creation of a
SID. The SID will encompass retail
and commercial properties on Park
Avenue from Route 22 to the Fanwood
border, East Second Street, Front Street,
Terrill Road between East Second and
Front Streets, Westfield Avenue be-
tween Park Avenue and Union Avenue
and the blocks of Bartle Avenue, For-
est Road, Church Street, Grand Street,
Mountain Avenue and Sunset Place
adjacent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front
Street and Terrill Road will not be
assessed in the SID’s first year of
existence. Residential properties will
be exempt annually.

The SID’s budget, which will total
about $78,000 in its first year, will be
funded via a six-tiered flat rate for-
mula, in which properties valued up
to $100,000 would pay $250; prop-
erties between $101,000 and
$200,000 would pay $550; those
valued between $201,000 and
$300,000 would pay $800; proper-
ties between $301,000 and $750,000
would pay $1,250; those valued be-
tween $751,000 and $2 million would
pay $1,500; and properties valued
above $2 million would pay $2,000.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
who served on the committee as the
council’s liaison, said at the council’s
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening that she wanted the govern-
ing body to take action on the SID by
the end of May because “the mo-
mentum is there.”

She first asked for an ordinance
introduction on Tuesday, April 27,
but other council members, noting
that the township budget hearing was
set for that same evening, suggested
introducing the SID ordinance at the
council’s Tuesday, May 11, meeting,
with a public hearing set for Tues-
day, May 25.

Mayor Martin Marks said the “only
question remaining” is the level of
support from the business commu-
nity for the SID concept. He said he
hoped that supportive business and
property owners will appear at the
May 25 public hearing.

“They have to demonstrate not
necessarily unanimity,” he said, “but
a substantial number have to come
out and support it.”

Councilwoman Malool warned
that there would likely be a number
of downtown business and property
owners at the public hearing who
will express opposition to, or skepti-
cism about, the SID. This was the
case during the steering committee’s
deliberations, especially its final

meetings in late February. Then, af-
ter most of the SID’s parameters had
been set, several property owners
appeared and expressed opposition.

Mrs. Malool told the council she
was concerned that her colleagues
would be swayed at the public hear-
ing by a small but vocal number of
opponents.

The mayor said, “If it’s important,
the business community has to come
out and support it.”

Council members, who received
the steering committee’s final report
earlier this month, had no questions
or concerns about any of the specif-
ics contained in the report, including
the scope of the SID, its budget,
priorities or its funding formula.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen called it “a step in the right
direction.”

In other business, at the council’s
conference meeting, held during what
was, hopefully, the last snowfall of
winter’s dying days, there was some
discussion of why Scotch Plains Day

was being scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 3. In past years, this one-day
celebration held in the downtown
business district has taken place on a
Saturday.

Council members were curious as
to why the day of the week had been
changed. Normally, it was noted, the
day was held in conjunction with a
high school football game and on a
day when downtown businesses
would be open.

Councilwoman Malool and Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins said
they would speak to organizers to find
out the reasons for the change of day.

The council is expected to intro-
duce a funding ordinance next week
regarding the new communications
tower at the south side firehouse. Mr.
Atkins said he has received a cost
estimate for the new project, which
will replace a decades-old tower with
a modern structure. He said he will
contact the township’s bond counsel
so the funding ordinance can be pre-
pared for introduction next Tuesday.

Four-Point Hike in Municipal Portion
Of Local Property Taxes Slated in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The $19.5 million municipal bud-
get that the Scotch Plains Township
Council will introduce next week
will be financed via a four-point
increase in the municipal portion of
local property taxes — one point
lower than what was initially pro-
posed in late January by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day night, the council held its final
substantive discussion on the 2004
spending plan, with Mayor Martin
Marks saying that the township’s
financial picture was “a little bit
rosier” than seven weeks ago.

Pointing to an improved economy,
a cash surplus nearly double last
year’s level, and a bit higher than was
estimated just two months ago, as
well as the first significant increase
in state aid in three years, the mayor
said there was “a little more wiggle
room” to use some surplus money to
offset the increase in property taxes
this year.

Last year’s township surplus was
about $957,000 — a major factor in
the 18-point municipal tax increase
in 2003. This year, the surplus is

anticipated to total about $1.8 mil-
lion, a few hundred thousand dollars
higher than township officials had
estimated in early January.

Noting the higher increases in the
offing for the county government
and board of education portions of
local property tax bills, Mayor Marks
said that “as much as I’d like to be
able to freeze” municipal property
taxes, “that’s a pretty big stretch”
that would drain too much of the
surplus.

Instead, he favored a three- or four-
point increase, which will be achieved
via additional cuts of $15,000 in the
township’s streets and roads budget,
$20,000 in the police department
budget and $5,000 in the recreation
budget, which will help offset addi-
tional appropriations for sewage fees,
legal services and a required $13,000
township contribution toward a
$117,000 federal grant for new ra-
dios for the fire department. The
approximately $65,000 increase in
state aid and higher surplus will also
help lower the tax increase this year.

Council members quickly came to
a consensus around the four-point
increase with Councilman Frank
Rossi saying it “strikes a fair bal-

ance” while also preserving some
surplus in the event next year’s gov-
erning body faces a difficult year
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                  Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
ANOTHER STORM…On Tuesday, the local area was hit with yet another
storm. Pictured, above, Scotch Plains residents go about their normal routine
despite the snowy weather.
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were infested with anything. Zero
percent.”

“I submit to you that when you do
actual testing on actual geese from
this county, and those results come
back disease-free, you have no
grounds to call geese an imminent
public threat,” opined Ms. Blanchard.

Other members of the public voiced
their opinions as well. Bruce
Blanchard compared the gassing of
geese to “gassing the children,” and
Thomas Kiernan of Garwood sug-
gested that Union County follow the
example of Oyster Bay, Long Island.

According to Mr. Kiernan, in Oys-
ter Bay, the street sweepers have a
special adapter aimed at cleaning up
goose droppings.

“Oyster Bay has never extermi-
nated geese, and does not plan to,”
explained Mr. Kiernan.

However, there was some support
for the goose management program,
which Freeholder Chairman Estrada
pointed out would not involve gas-
sing the geese this time around.

Rahway resident Scott Harris ex-
pressed the opinion that while geese
are beautiful animals, there definitely
is a problem in county parks.

“I have been involved with Rahway
soccer for a long, long time, and I
would say in the last 15 years, the
goose population has gotten really
out of control,” commented Mr. Har-
ris.

He added that his concern extended
beyond athletics, to aspects such as
family picnics and children playing
in the grass, which is full of goose
feces.

“Someone has to take control of
the situation and lower the geese
population,” said Mr. Harris.

Vincent Lehotsky of Rahway took
the time to address another, more
personal, issue, connected to the
geese.

Mr. Lehotsky – who stated he was
pro-geese – has apparently become
the target of critics on the NJ.com
“Rahway Forum.” He said that the e-
mail address on the pro-geese flier is
the name of the anonymous person
that “was harassing my wife, harass-
ing my son, harassing my son’s dog
Barney that passed away, and harass-
ing me.”

“So I guess while they (the pro-
geese group) support these dog ha-
rassment programs…the people who
pass out this flier support harassing
Vinnie Lehotsky programs as well,”
expressed Mr. Lehotsky.

He also commented on the distri-
bution of the fliers, pointing out rather
astutely that the people handing out
the fliers should change their target
audience.

The fliers have been distributed to
people in many neighborhoods, most
notably Rahway. However, as Mr.
Lehotsky put it, “if they (the dis-
tributors) had any brains, they would
be passing these fliers out in the
parks, directly to the people who are
directly responsible for feeding the
geese.”

County Manager George Devanney
detailed the decision behind the geese
management program, explaining
that Union County has tried a num-

ber of other programs with little or
no success. He added that the geese
population has become too burden-
some to control using other methods,
and that this program will ensure a
greater success in controlling the
number of geese in county parks.

He also offered to meet with the
various groups to explore additional
alternatives to geese population con-
trol.

“By no means has the county
stopped using…non-lethal methods
(to control the geese),” stated Mr.
Devanney.

In other news, Bruce Patterson of
Garwood declared that he would be
seeking the Republican nomination
to run for one of the freeholder seats
in the upcoming elections. Mr.
Patterson declared that one of his
main issues will pertain to the bud-
get, commenting that he did not see
the need for an increase in the bud-
get.

“I would offer a challenge to the
Freeholder board to try and keep the
budget increase to zero…I think that
would show some concern to the
taxpayers of Union County,” stated
Mr. Patterson.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who an-
nounced he will be running for re-
election, found it interesting that Mr.
Patterson would propose a zero per-
cent budget increase. He offered Mr.
Patterson the chance to take further
action on his proposal.

“If you’re saying that the county
should have a zero…increase, I think
the first thing you better be prepared
to do is to tell a lot of the county
employees that they are going to be
out of a job,” said Freeholder Sullivan.

Also in response to Mr. Patterson’s
comments, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella remarked that the budget
meetings have been open to the pub-
lic, and that the directors have done
a superior job preparing their indi-
vidual budgets. Yet, said Freeholder
Mirabella, Mr. Patterson has not at-
tended any of the budget meetings.

“Silly season has begun in March,”
Freeholder Mirabella joked.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geese Management Program
Dominates Freeholder Meeting

                  Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
A FAIR VIEW…Pictured from left to right are: Frank Sullebarger Public
Relations for Fairview cemetery, Dean Talcott caretaker of the Fanwood Nature
Center, Richard Ralph Executive Director of Fairview Cemetery, Dr. Tom
Ombrello Professor of Botany at union county College and Barbara Vincentsen
chairwomen of the grounds committee for Fairview Cemetery. They met to
discuss the future planning for the cemetery, since the cemetery has been
accepted as an Institutional member of the American Association of Botanical
Gardens and Arboreta.

Comm. Tower Hearing
To Be Held Next Week

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD -- A hearing before
the Fanwood Planning Board will
be held on Wednesday, March 24,
to discuss the borough’s plans for
a communications tower, Mayor
Colleen Mahr announced at
Monday’s Planning Board agenda
meeting.

This will be a courtesy hearing
only, giving the borough an oppor-
tunity to hear input from the plan-
ning board on this proposal.

The tower, which will be located
on North Martine Avenue, on bor-
ough property, will permit the po-
lice to use and protect the
communication’s system and is esti-
mated to cost the borough $127,000.

The borough sent out notices to
residents within 200-feet prior to
the borough’s first hearing, held
on March 8, and no further notice

will be issued.
The board also reported that the

Master Plan review is underway.
The Master Plan must be revised
once every six years, with 2004
being a sixth year. Proposals from
consultants are currently being re-
viewed and a choice is expected to
be made by the end of the month.

Master Plan subcommittee
chairman, Joseph Higgins ex-
plained that the process will mostly
involve tweaking of language and
clarification of terms, with few
major changes as Fanwood is de-
veloped-out.

A hearing to discuss a variance
for a free-standing sign for Inter-
national Freight Forwarding on
South Avenue will also be held at
the next Planning Board meeting
on Wednesday, March 24, as well
as two hearings involving private
residences.

Gettysburg Honors
Stephanie Heath of SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania has an-
nounced that Stephanie Heath, a
freshman from Scotch Plains, was
placed on the Dean’s Honors List
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment in the spring 2003 term at the
college.

SPFHS DECA Students
Excel at State Conference

DECA STANDOUTS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA stu-
dents Robert Kuchinski and Catherine Milligan celebrate their First Place
finish in the “E-Commerce Business Plan” category at the recent state
conference in Cherry Hill.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) DECA chapter, an associa-
tion of marketing students, garnered
65 awards at their annual statewide
competition in Cherry Hill, also win-
ning First Place awards in five com-
petitive events.

Sixty-two SPFHS students were
among over 1,300 participants from
63 schools in the state, competing in
areas such as financial services, retail-
ing and sports and entertainment mar-
keting.

Senior and DECA President Mike
Hessemer commented, “We were re-
ally pleased with the number of awards
our chapter took home, and I was
definitely impressed with the perfor-
mance of many first-time competi-
tors.”

In the “Free Enterprise Event,” the
team of seniors Mike Hessemer, Ted
Sensor, and junior Jeremy Sanders
won first place for their report on the
government’s role in the free enter-
prise system, which included a visit to
Washington, D.C. to meet with high-
ranking representatives from govern-
ment and private agencies.

Senior Matt Goldberg and juniors
Terrance Charles and Mike Baumwoll
took First Place in the “Civic Con-
sciousness” event for their planning
and execution of various successful
fundraisers, including an art auction
at SPFHS, to raise funds for muscular
dystrophy.

In the “Public Relations” event, se-
niors Katie Bantz and Nick Bruno,
and junior Liz Elko captured First
Place for the group’s work with the
families of the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless and organization of sub-
stance awareness programs for Scotch
Plains middle schools.

In the “Creative Marketing” event,
seniors Sean Colvin, Josh Kay and
Jaime Mannino were awarded Sec-
ond Place was won for their develop-
ment of a new website and promo-

tional program for the Fanwood Rec-
reation Department.

Senior Anne Weber and juniors
Chris D’Annunzio and Dan
Birnbaum garnered a Second Place
trophy for their “Learn and Earn”
project, which involved the re-orga-
nization and upgrade of the DECA
school store.

Seniors Robert Kuchinski and
Catherine Milligan won First Place
for their “E-Commerce Business
Plan.” Terrance Charles received a
First Place trophy for his “Quick
Serve Restaurant Management” role-
play, and Jaime Mannino earned Sec-
ond Place overall in the category of
“Retail Merchandising Management
Level.”

The team of Josh Kay and Ted
Sensor won Second Place in the cat-
egory of “Hospitality Services.” The
Quiz Bowl team of Katie Bantz, Matt
Goldberg, Mike Hessemer and Ted
Sensor were awarded a Third Place
trophy for their outstanding perfor-
mance.

Senior Kurt Bernaba was presented
with an award for his participation in
the “Statewide Civic Consciousness”

project, in which students raised over
$200 for FC squared, a charitable
organization founded by former
SPFHS students to raise money for
cancer research.

Other SPFHS students winning
awards for finishing in the top 10 in
their category included seniors Nick
Bruno, Matt Goldberg, Sean Colvin,
Ryan Breznitsky, and Joe Matrale,
juniors Briana Berry, Lauren Perrotta,
Dori D’Aloisio, John Monti, Sean
Smith, Kyle Rzonca and Chris
Doremus and sophomore Joe
Cepparulo.

Twenty-three SPFHS DECA stu-
dents are now eligible to represent
New Jersey DECA at the
organization’s national competition
to be held in Nashville, Tenn. on
Saturday, May 1.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
* A Shirewood Lane resident re-

ported that they were having a party
and an uninvited guest had arrived.
The guest was asked to leave and
upon exiting the home the person
kicked out a basement window.

* A Clydesdale Road resident re-
ported that the rear window of his
2004 Infinity FX3 was smashed. The
incident occurred sometime between
1:30 and 8:30 a.m.

* A Longfellow Road resident re-
ported that while his business ve-
hicle was parked in a lot on Jerusa-
lem Road someone entered the side
door of his equipment trailer by pry-
ing the latch and removing numer-
ous pieces of landscaping equipment.
The incident occurred sometime be-
tween March 11 from 5 p.m. and
7:45 a.m. on March 12.

SP-F Scholarship Foundation
Slates ‘Dollars For Students’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation will conduct its 37th annual
“Dollars For Students” residential
canvass on Saturday and Sunday,
April 17 and 18.

The organization is seeking con-
tributions to provide financial assis-
tance to deserving Scotch Plains and
Fanwood student residents in their
post-high school education.

Approximately 110 local high
school pupils will be making door-
to-door solicitations and manning
stationary locations throughout
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also adminis-
ters scholarships sponsored by 25
local individuals and organizations,
as well as administering the capital
of 23 established scholarship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
foundation has administered
$1,177,295 in scholarships for the

benefit of local students. Last year,
$106,150 of financial aid was ad-
ministered by the foundation to 100
of the students who applied.

This year, the screening commit-
tee is in the process of evaluating
144 applications from local high
school and college students. With
community donations to enhance the
“Dollars For Students” awards —
which the organization hopes will
total $24,500 – a total of $99,350 is
planned to be given for the 2004-
2005 academic term.

The house-to-house canvass and a
direct mail effort are the foundation’s
only fundraising efforts for its “Dol-
lars For Students” scholarships.

Residents who are not contacted
in person by a student or who do
not find an envelope by their door,
may send donations to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
07023.

akin to last year.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

agreed, saying, “These are very un-
certain economic times.” She favored
the four-point rather than three-point
increase “just for safety’s sake” and
to avoid the possibility of a repeat of
last year’s 18-point tax hike.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool also
favored the four-point increase, say-
ing it would preserve some surplus.
“It makes sense economically” in
planning for the future, she said.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said
she was “comfortable with” the four-
point increase, noting that it would
mean less than a $50 increase for the
average household.

If the budget passes, after the pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, April 27, it
would mean that property tax rates
for the municipal portion of property
taxes would increase from $1.24 per
$100 of assessed value to $1.28 per
$100. Currently, the average home
in Scotch Plains is assessed at
$120,000 and has a market value of
$360,000 to $400,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Four-Point Hike

VISITING READER…Scotch Plains Police Officer Al Sellinger helped stu-
dents at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrate the 100th
birthday of Dr. Seuss by reading to them during his March 2 visit.

Students Mark 100 Days
At Brunner Elementary

SMARTER EACH DAY…Pre-Kindergarten students Isaac Velasquez and
Kate Weideli at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains pose with some of
their 100 Day crafts.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Pre-Kinder-
garten students at Brunner Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated their 100th day of school on
March 9.

The pupils began counting the days
on the first day of school in Septem-
ber. They planned a celebration to
mark that they are 100 days smarter.

The children decorated headbands,
crafted necklaces with 100 Cheerios,
and made booklets to mark the 100th
day. Each class baked a cake and
counted out 100 candles to place on
the top.

Parents helped the students work
at stations, which included counting
out 100 treats to fill a goody bag,
filling a grid with 100 stamps, and
decorating strips of paper measuring
100 inches long.

Evan Flath Receives
Honors at Skidmore

SCOTCH PLAINS – Evan Flath, a
member of the Class of 2004 at
Skidmore College in Sarasota
Springs, N.Y., earned highest honors
for the fall semester. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. James Flath of Scotch
Plains.


