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“Do You Have To Go To Court?”

JON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICK
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Westfielder Raises Health Concerns
With Cell Antenna InstallationsLetters to the Editor

T-Mobile has recently offered to in-
stall cell phone antennas on two of
Westfield schools, specifically, Edison
Intermediate and Wilson Elementary. I
am greatly concerned that the health of
our kids might be compromised by ex-
posing them to unknown risks of cell
phone antennas being installed right
above their heads.

As many of us have heard, there has
been a big controversy about the safety
of cell phones and transmitting anten-
nas. There were several researches made
on behalf of cell phone companies to
prove safety of their equipment; how-
ever, there are also a number of re-
searches pointing to possible links be-
tween those antennas and an increased
number of cancer cases.

While I honor our district’s desire of
finding additional revenues to offset
tax hikes, this case possesses too much
of an unknown risk. Health of our kids
is far more important than any budget
revenues. And because a potential

health risk from cell phone antennas
has never been absolutely dismissed
by any scientific study, but on the
contrary, there have been enough sci-
entific studies to suggest links between
such antennas and health problems, I
don’t want our children to be used as
guinea pigs.

As a mother of school-age children, I
don’t want to find out the worst 10 or 20
years later. Here are a couple of web sites
that I forwarded to members of the board
of education to help them in assessing
possible health risks of the T-Mobile
proposal: http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/mem-
bers/2003/6039/6039.html, and
www.emfguru.org/CellPhone/probable-
health/Probable-health.htm

I urge the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion to reject T-Mobile’s proposal for
the safety of our kids. If you share my
worries, please let your thoughts be
known to the BOE.

Alla Geskin
Westfield

Westfielder Says Clark Park is
Drinking Spot for Teenagers

Residents Raise Concerns, Challenge
Developer’s Traffic Impact Analysis

We, citizens from the third and fourth
wards, have substantial concerns about
the February 2 Traffic Impact Study:
Westfield Mixed Use Redevelopment
prepared by Edwards and Kelcey
(E&K), concerns which, for the most
part, have been heightened by our re-
view of the report prepared by the town’s
independent expert, Keller and
Kirkpatrick (K&K). We have forwarded
these concerns to the mayor and council
and are providing them for consider-
ation of The Leader’s readers.

The E&K study verified that many
key intersections are already operating
at unacceptable levels with significant
delays, even without considering the
redevelopment projects. Specifically, the
intersection of Prospect and Broad fails
(graded “F”) both in the a.m. and p.m.
hours. South Avenue and Central Av-
enue, as well as North and Central, are
graded as “D’s” and “E’s”. With rede-
velopment, North and Central Avenues
will fail and South and Central will go to
a marginal “E”. K&K confirms these
concerns, and proposes traffic improve-
ment measures, but without specifying
the extent of improvement which can be
expected from proposed efforts.

It seems unrealistic for the town to
consider any further development, which
would add additional burdens to these
intersections. This is a major concern of
ours because there is little room for error
at these problem intersections. The study
confirms that: “When traffic systems
(i.e., roads and intersections) operate at
or near capacity, a small increase in cars
results in much larger increase in de-
lays.” Therefore, the validity of the as-
sumptions used by E&K becomes criti-
cal. Here a number of them appear flawed
and underestimated the traffic generated
by the redevelopment projects. The ma-
jor errors and issues they raise are sum-
marized below.

1. The E&K study assumes that: “The
proposed parking facilities [are] not
expected to generate a substantial vol-
ume of new traffic on the local roadway
system.” On its face this assumption
appeared flawed: How can the number
of spots be doubled and traffic be redis-
tributed without generating substantial
new volume on the local street system?
The independent review by K&K con-
firmed this obvious anomaly. The study
significantly underestimated the Peak
Traffic (rush hour) volume, and K&K
expects 275 new morning cars per peak
hour and 423 new evening cars per peak
hour generated by the redevelopment
and parking decks. This includes an
estimate of a 75 percent increase in
commuter trips. Inexplicably, the K&K
analysis, though noting this error, con-
cludes that the additional traffic will
not have an impact on the road system.
This conclusion needs further analysis.

2. Reduction of traffic due to Transit
Village designation is not valid.

The E & K study utilized traffic mini-
mizing numbers for trips and parking
needs from studies based on “Transit
Villages.” However, the redevelopment
project is not by definition a Transit
Village, which is a comprehensive plan
to reduce traffic by design and sets
guidelines for the type of retail that
comes into the community. Most sig-
nificantly, K&K found that the 50 per-
cent and 25 percent trip reduction fac-
tors applied by E&K to retail and resi-
dential trips based on those studies ap-
pears nowhere in those studies. K&K
also found that the Transit Village study
recommendations regarding reduced
parking requirements lacked support-
ing evidence. So these major assump-
tions are invalid.

3. E&K’s estimated “50 percent re-
duction of retail traffic” is also based
on a proposal to limit retail uses to the
same neighborhood type stores that are
already available on South Avenue.
These uses are unnecessary, and un-

A&E Passion of the Christ Column
Left Local Reader Dumbfounded

likely to generate the rents that this
project will require. K&K recommended
that an alternate scenario be consid-
ered, with national chain stores (e.g.
Abercrombie and Fitch) occupying the
retail space. K&K’s scenario increased
area traffic estimates from the Study by
a factor of almost 10.

4. The E&K study, and the K&K
analysis, did not fully consider the im-
pact of the increased traffic on the ma-
jor feeder streets: Summit, Boulevard,
and Westfield Avenue. Where changes
in traffic flow are proposed by E&K,
and additional numbers are projected
by K&K, they do not indicate the effect
on these streets.

5. The study did not consider the
additional development projects that
are planned or in process, including: A)
Newpoint Realty, which secured ap-
proval of 15,600 square foot mini-mall
and 63 parking spaces, and sought a
substantially larger 89,000 square feet
and +300 space parking deck at Central
and South Avenues. B) James Ward,
who has proposed to build luxury “se-
nior” housing directly across the street
from the Prospect Deck. C) Retail and
Residential Development, with mul-
tiple units and parking spaces, close to
completion on Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place. These projects will gen-
erate additional traffic, which has not
been modeled in the study and will
likely exacerbate the already unaccept-
able conditions.

6. The study did not take into account
uncertainties in the various assumptions,
nor did it include a sensitivity analysis of
the assumptions, as is typical with stud-
ies of this nature. Since it does not
include analysis of various possible sce-
narios, the study’s value is limited.

7. The study collected data on a low
traffic day, specifically December 31.
The study did not collect data on Satur-
day, when in town traffic is greater. No
data was collected for certain move-
ments at major intersections.

In summary, this group of concerned
citizens, which includes licensed engi-
neers, attorneys, MBAs, and consult-
ants, believe that the E&K study is not
realistic and that the changes in the
major intersections recommended by
K&K need substantially more analysis
to determine if they would alleviate the
problems. Utilizing the study in its
present form to determine redevelop-
ment impacts would likely result in an
under estimation of traffic. The traffic
and congestion that would result is irre-
versible if the projects move forward
due to the fully developed infrastruc-
ture and traffic density of Westfield.

Catherine Cronin
Roslyn Harrison

Gerard Hickey
Nicholas Karter

Cory Mermer
William West

Westfield

Clark Park is changing its name to
Westfield’s Beer and Liquor Hall for Un-
derage Drinking. That’s right. In fact, Clark
Park has been operating undercover as a
safe haven for teen consumption of alco-
holic beverages for years. And it’s very safe
– if one considers safety to mean complete
freedom from intrusion by the police.

This is truly one of the best deals in town
for teens seeking a central location with
ample space and trees juxtaposed perfectly
to obscure the view. And rest assured,
there’s not a chance the police will pay
attention. This resident has alerted the po-
lice and provided them physical evidence in
the form of very large piles of discarded
bottles and cans six times in the past three
years. Yet there’s been no increased patrol-
ling of the park. In fact, by my accounting
every Saturday and Sunday mornings, the
amount of discarded containers has in-
crease each quarter by over 20 percent since
I began clean-up duty years ago.

Not only is the Beer and Liquor Hall a
great place to get wasted, you also don’t
have to worry about cleaning up after your-
self. Just leave your waste behind for the
residents who abhor the eyesore of your
weekly litter. They’ll clean it up for you.

But be careful teens who are reading:
avoid bringing scrutiny to your haven (or
heaven) by staying squarely situated in the
northwest corner of the Hall near Tuttle and
Dudley. Move further toward Tuttle and
North, and you’re likely to raise the atten-
tion of a town councilman who resides over
there. He will likely be as repulsed as I am
by your litter. Move further northeast, to-
ward Dudley and Clark, and your leftovers
may be seen by another councilman who
lives over that way. And by all means, avoid
littering the lawns on Lawrence Avenue. As
long as you don’t leave your ugly waste near
the property of those that matter, they’ll
keep police focused on issuing parking
tickets, something else that’s probably risen
by 20 percent per quarter, but that’s just a
guestimate based on scuttlebutt. It’s easy to
see that the tickets add no value to our town
and are just a vain attempt by town officials
to manipulate opinion toward the need for
their over-inflated development plans.

And one more piece of advice, as you

drive away from the Hall, be extra careful at
Tuttle and North and on North Ave. in
general. Though warned by a letter to the
editor of The Westfield Leader some time
ago (actually a few months before an inno-
cent Lord & Taylor women lost her life at
the hands and car of a youthful man, driv-
ing, word has it, while intoxicated) that a
traffic light was needed not only so cars
coming from Tuttle could navigate their
way onto to North, but also to slow the
traffic on North as it entered town, no action
has been taken at this dangerous intersec-
tion. Further proof that you need not worry
about extra attention being drawn to the
Hall. Letters like this one may be read by
you, but our elected officials seem so ab-
sorbed with other projects (that will prob-
ably provide them campaign contributions
from contractors in future elections) to take
notice.

After all, the only thing at risk (and its
admittedly theoretical) is a potentially life-
ending accident involving one or two of the
fun-seeking young women or men, because
warnings about drinking and dangerous
intersections were ignored by those who
live in very close proximity and serve our
town. But what are a few lives when there
are practical parking spaces to eliminate,
tickets to be issued, a deck to be built and
political careers hanging in the balance?

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Michelle Le Poidevin’s editorial re-
garding Mel Gibson’s film The Passion
of the Christ has left me dumbfounded.
I am at a complete loss as to how The
Westfield Leader could have allowed
certain statements of Ms. LePoidevin to
be published.

Let me be clear in saying that I have no
objections to Ms. LePoidevin’s seem-
ingly sincere and heartfelt reaction to
the emotions the film has provoked with
her and other moviegoers. She obvi-
ously embraces the film and sees it as a
reaffirmation of her faith. Fine. This
letter does not seek to discuss her per-
sonal artistic or religious opinion.

I do, however, object to her statement
– “So for groups seeking to taint this film
with the label “Anti-Semitic” it seems
that they are just grasping for something
to gripe about in a feeble, yet endless
effort to paint themselves as victims.”

The “they” in this statement are obvi-
ously, in Ms. Le Poidevin’s opinion,
“griping” Jews. Whether the film is or
isn’t anti-Semitic, how unbelievably in-
sensitive and ignorant of her to devalue
that concern.

We regrettably live in a world where
religious fervor often runs the risk of
having violent and even murderous con-
sequences. This scenario has repeated
itself over and over again since the in-
ception of organized religion.

Violence under the veil of religion is
committed every day. Jews, Christians
and Muslims have all been its victims.
Unfortunately, the hateful slur of Jew as
Christ killer is still among us, and anti-
Semitism is experiencing a resurgence
in Europe as we speak. These are con-
cerns for all of us. One would think that
faith, as we are referring to it, would
include sensitivity to the suffering of
others, whether they be “believers” or
not.

Religion is able to stir strong and
sometimes negative emotions within us.
There must be coinciding guidance and
efforts made to ensure that these feel-
ings are put to positive use. Statements
like Ms. Le Poidevin’s only serve to
create dissension and discord in our com-
munity.

Susan Spiegel
Westfield

Isabel Rodrigues
Retail Banking, Service 
Coordination Group Manager
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Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Perfect Switchsm 
makes moving your 
existing accounts to 

Valley simple…safe…
and secure. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance. 

Although this offer is for new account holders only, we 
have similar great options for our current customers.

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Card

sm
…free fi rst order of checks…

free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your existing 

accounts. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

STAMP SHOW SUCCESS...The Westfield Stamp Club show was well attended
last Saturday in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. In
addition to dealers, about 100 of the public attended. A dozen youths were
treated to special classes and provided with samples of the hobby.

Bramnick Pedestrian Bill

Passes Vote in Assembly
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (R-21) announced
that his sponsored Assembly Bill
619, which requires motorists to
stop for pedestrians in or waiting to
enter crosswalks, passed the As-
sembly by a vote of 75-2-0.

The companion bill S860 in the
Senate sponsored by Senator Tho-
mas Kean, Jr. (R-21) is awaiting
action.

Mr. Bramnick said, “I am confi-
dent that the Senate will consider
S860 in a timely fashion. This leg-
islation will help shift driver atti-
tudes and creates a more consider-
ate environment for motorists and
pedestrians alike. I look forward to
seeing it signed into law.”

Community News

A&E Column Described
As Being Anti-Semitic

While the anti-Semitism of Mel
Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ
may be debatable, the anti-Semitism
suggested by Michelle Le Poidevin’s
rhetoric (“G-d Bless Mel Gibson for
Gifting Us With the Greatest Truth
Ever Told”) is not. “So, for groups
seeking to taint this film with the
label “anti-Semitic” it seems they are
just grasping for something to gripe
about in a feeble, yet endless effort to
paint themselves as victims.”

Jane Freeman
Westfield


