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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle be-

hind the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much
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Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Mental Health Assoc. of Union County

As a Community of SUV’s, We Must
Reduce Gasoline Consumption Now

Westfield Reader Is Outraged By
Inappropriateness of A&E Column

Westfield’s Redevelopment Plans
To Face Financial Showdown

Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott and the
town council are nearing the moment of decision
on the redevelopment and parking deck plans. It
seems that the mayor is solidly behind the idea,
yet it’s hard to judge the position of the indi-
vidual councilpersons.

We understand that there is considerable con-
cern by some of the town leaders that the finances
just don’t work. A bond of about $30-35 million
as well as a hefty yearly operating expense (about
2 percent of facility cost) will be required to yield
a net gain of about 650 new parking spaces. This
is an extraordinarily high figure. The exact finan-
cial estimates are to be presented by the developer
and made public next week.

For all this to go through the council and be
approved, a 6-3 favorable vote will be required.
A public referendum on the issue will not occur.

Voting on the council occurs in rotation by
ward, starting with First Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Peter Echausse. The last to vote will be
freshman councilman James Foerst of the Fourth
Ward. In what is projected to be a close vote,

Councilman Foerst may find himself in position
to cast the deciding vote on the redevelopment.

Within the public, e-mails are buzzing. There
is a strongly organized opposition group of resi-
dents to the plans – plans that are ultimately
funded and guaranteed by property taxes. We
don’t know the exact size of this opposition
group, although it’s substantial – and it’s dead
set against the proposal. They intend to fight.

Given the expected highly unfavorable finances
and the polarized public opposition, all options
are now coming back to the table – including the
simple one – buy the land next to the existing
South Avenue train station parking lot (going in
the westerly direction to the traffic circle). Knock
down Midas Muffler and the gas station and add
several hundred new parking spots – all at a
reasonable price – and easy to build. Since the
State of New Jersey will be starting soon to
rebuild the adjacent traffic circle, this idea is
gaining renewed interest.

If such were to be done, it’s relatively painless
and of reasonable cost.

We are a community of SUV’s and there are
more automobiles in New Jersey than there are
people. We even have trouble finding a place to
park our vehicles and traffic on our streets can be
overwhelming at times.

Gasoline prices are now at a record high. As the
gasoline prices threaten to go through the roof,
the public is left to wonder what is going on – and
what to do about it. The government seems to be
confused as well. They’ve offered no clear or
practical suggestions – and they’ve not even
discussed the most immediate, effective action
to take – reduce consumption.

All this has happened before – several times
since the 1970’s – and the U.S. to overcome the
debilitating dependency that our economy faces
with oil imports from the world cartel has ac-
complished nothing substantial. These imports,
which are a growing percentage of our oil use –
and those that largely come from our enemies –
the Arab states in the Middle East. In fact, the
import dependency has gotten much worse since
the 1970’s.

It seems clear to us that we must organize at the
community level – learn to adjust our habits and
to use simple techniques to cut consumption.
Perhaps start off with driving your smaller car,
plan trips more efficiently, walk when practical
and drive together with your friends when going
out to dinner. It could even be fun – and certainly
satisfying.

This is the biggest weapon we have to counter
the price crisis and dependency on foes. It also
would serve to train us to know how to deal with
a more serious situation should it occur – a real
shortage of supply and rationing.

We think there should be an organized commu-

nity effort to reduce consumption. Families should
be encouraged to audit their gasoline use. Then,
each of us should put a plan together to cut
consumption by say 20 percent. Afterwards, we
should measure our progress, list what works and
what doesn’t – then share this information with
others in the community. It should be an ongoing
effort just like monitoring property taxes and
voting.

If we band together on such a program, our
community can make a real impact on those that
are clearly our energy masters – OPEC. We
would also become a much stronger community
and country as a result.

Hopefully, such a program would spread
throughout the state and the rest of the country.

We call for our leaders to spearhead such a
program to immediately reduce consumption.
Even if our leaders do lead with this initiative, we
call for a grassroots program from the commu-
nity as well – led by individuals, churches, orga-
nizations and schools.

We must get our children involved too, so they
understand the fundamentals and can be prepared
to deal with this when they become adults. Pre-
sumably, when our children grow up, their en-
ergy supply challenges will be even more pro-
nounced. Our children may also provide fresh
insight for those of us today.

Even if our households can afford the added
gasoline cost, we must act. We must demonstrate
our ability to organize, our courage to act and our
capacity to prevail.

There should be no doubt by anyone that we are
up against treacherous world partners – and pos-
sibly multi-national companies of dubious alle-
giance.

Reader Offended by
Pen&Ink Column

In your paper of March 4, you
printed an article written by Michelle
LePoidevin about the movie The Pas-
sion of Christ. In it she states:

“So, for groups seeking to taint this
film with the label “anti-Semitic” it
seems they are just grasping for some-
thing to gripe about in a feeble yet
endless effort to paint themselves as
victims.”

I have not seen the film. I have no
idea if it is anti-Semitic and I am not
Jewish. But I am extremely offended
by this statement. How can it be la-
beled? Surely, at the very least, it can
be described as astoundingly insensi-
tive and tasteless.

Yvonne Carbone
Fanwood

Greensteins Thank
Westfield for Support
The Greenstein family of Roy Elec-

tric Co. wishes to thank all the wonder-
ful people of Westfield who showed
their respect and sympathies to our be-
loved son, Gary. Your words of tender-
ness and sincerity will always be re-
membered.

Roz and Roy Greenstein
Staten Island

Downtown Revitalization Coordinator
Responds to Letter on FW Politics

As someone raised in Westfield pub-
lic schools and Holy Trinity Church, I
was outraged to read last week’s “Pen &
Ink” column. The inappropriateness of
The Leader running an Arts & Entertain-
ment article headlined “God Bless Mel
Gibson for Gifting Us With the Greatest
Truth Ever Told” aside (is this still a
secular community newspaper or did I
miss a memo?), the divisiveness of the
text was astounding.

“So, for groups seeking to taint [The
Passion of the Christ] with the label
‘anti-Semitic’ it seems they are just
grasping for something to gripe about,”
Michelle Le Poidevin wrote, “in a feeble,
yet endless effort to paint themselves as

victims.”
Wow! Apparently those pesky folks

at the Anti-Defamation League are still
bent out of shape about the Holocaust.
And if Ms. LePoidevin is tired of hearing
about something that happened an ocean
away 60 years ago, how about the doors
of Temple Emanu-El being barricaded
just last year because of death threats?
Endless indeed.

I trust that in the next issue of The
Leader, Ms. Le Poidevin will apologize
to the people of Westfield, where we
respect people of all religions...and of no
religion at all.

Bill Crandall
Westfield

I find it necessary to respond to the
recent letter to the editor written by Lon
Levy. He has criticized two individuals
who have given Fanwood countless hours
of their time for one dollar a year – Former
Mayor, Louis Jung and Councilman Stuart
Kline.

It is absolutely ridiculous that Mr.
Levy has accused former Mayor Jung
and Councilman Kline of “some frac-
tious, vicious partisanship” that Mr. Levy
says has infected our national and state
politics.

Mr. Jung has served Fanwood with
integrity and honesty and has always
adhered to bipartisan representation on
all committees and commissions and
always sought bipartisan support for all
projects and undertakings during his ten-
ure as mayor.

Lou Jung has been a dedicated servant
to Fanwood for 22 years. He has served on
the board of education, borough council,
and as mayor. Since January 1, 2004, Mr.
Jung has voiced his opinion just once on a
Fanwood issue, and that because the press
asked him for a comment. Yet Mr. Levy
wants him to show the “same grace” given
to him when he became mayor. He also
wants Mr. Jung to withdraw from politics
– What politics, “Get Over What”?

Councilman Kline, although disre-
spected by Mr. Levy, is a “Man of La
Mancha.” Mr. Kline, during his seven
years on council, never introduced, ap-
proved or voted for a double-digit tax
increase. In fact, this year there have been
several favorable budget developments,
as indicated in Mr. Kline’s recent letter to
the editor.

I take exception to Mr. Levy’s assess-
ment of the election. Downtown redevel-
opment specifically affected 45 landlords
and merchant owners of businesses in the
6.5-acre block of Fanwood’s downtown.

Of the 45, only six had indicated con-
cerns. Three were very vocal without ever
participating in the 22 meetings of the
mayor and council regarding downtown.
Only one of the 45 lives in Fanwood.

Downtown was not the only issue in the
election. Taxes were primary and the
Democratic platform was a reduction of
property taxes – and who wouldn’t vote for
that? A double-digit tax increase by the
current administration is not a reduction in
my book!

In conclusion, ratables are the issue in
Fanwood. The Democrats ran on the plat-
form of property tax reduction. $300,000-
$500,000 in potential annual ratables as

per the plan proposed by the developer,
isn’t all that bad. To have 40,000 square
feet of new, safe and Victorian merchant
space can add a lot to the life style for
Fanwoodians. Redevelopment that in-
cluded Victorian townhouses on LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street using no tax-
payer money, minimal impact on the school
system, and no affordable low-income
housing is the lifestyle I want for myself
and my fellow Fanwoodians.

Clayton Pierce
Fanwood

Michigan Native Feels
At Home in Westfield
As a Michigan native, I never

thought I’d feel at home in Westfield,
New Jersey. My experiences over the
past six years and especially this past
week however, have completely
changed my mind.

When I had to spend two days at the
hospital this week with my sick daugh-
ter, I was overwhelmed by the out-
pouring of support from this commu-
nity.

Because my husband was away,
many friends and neighbors offered
their help with our three younger girls.
For those two days, they were cared
for by several families, who took them
in and nurtured them as they would
their own kids. Still more people
called and offered assistance with our
dog, rescheduling carpools, meals and
all of the other minutia of our every
day lives. Teachers and staff at Wash-
ington School called to offer their
help as well.

When I told my mother in Michi-
gan about all of the support, she shed
a few tears, and expressed how happy
she is that I landed in such a fine
community.

I couldn’t agree more. Thank you
Westfield friends!

Janet Sarkos
Westfield

More Letters on
Pages 5 and 18

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided
with people-oriented services that are
partially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *

“I can’t sleep even though nothing
happened to me.” This was a repeated
cry for help by 75 to 80 Westfield
commuters a week following the at-
tacks of September 11.

“They were having trouble getting
back on the train or bus,” explained
Dr. Nancymarie Bride, Executive Di-
rector of the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County. “Others were
like refugees who escaped from the
tower but left everything behind.”

The Anxiety Disorders Program of-
fered by the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County was in demand
after September 11, and still is help-
ing to make people’s lives better. Last
year, 235 Westfield residents who suf-
fer from anxiety came to the associa-
tion for help.

Celebrating its 60th anniversary this
year, the Mental Health Association
promotes mental health and emotional
well being through advocacy, support
services and providing resources for a
complete range of mental health ser-
vices.

Dr. Bride, who began her career
with the association in 1979 as a clini-
cal director, and specialized counse-
lors run programs such as Domestic
Violence Counseling and Intensive
Family Support Services that offer
help for families of mentally ill per-
sons. A large volunteer network in-
cludes professional people like coun-
selors, psychologists and psychia-
trists.

More than 3,400 individuals and
189 families in Westfield were pro-
vided help by the association in 2003.
One of the programs supported by the
United Fund is the “Choices” Domes-
tic Violence Support Group. Dr. Bride
explained, “Back in 1983, we became
very aware of the need for domestic
violence services for people who did
not require shelter, but as outpatients.”

A total of 132 female victims of
domestic violence in Westfield re-
ceived assistance through the
“Choices” program in 2003. A pro-
gram for abusers began in 1986. Last
year, 187 men from Westfield volun-
tarily came to the association for help.
Confidentiality is also a key to the

services provided.
Dr. Bride further explains that Hu-

man Services budget cuts have devas-
tated many mental health services to
New Jersey’s most vulnerable citi-
zens, most notably young children.
The Mental Health Association of
Union County struggles to continue
to provide support and counseling to
reach parents and young children.

One case study in 2003 reports about
a five-year-old boy whose nursery
school teacher contacted the Mental
Health Association of Union County.
The father of the little boy had been
hospitalized for alcohol abuse. Among
the charges against the father was that
he had forced the little boy to smoke
a whole cigar as a punishment.

The counselor of the nursery school
called on the association for help on
how to handle the little boy’s behav-
ior that was negatively affected by his
trauma. The association intervened
with educational and skill building
support for the counselor to reinforce
her efforts to help the little boy deal
with his fear and anger.

The Mental Health Association of
Union County has long been an advo-
cate for children and established a
Cherish the Children program that
reaches schools, hospitals, etc. by uti-
lizing the arts to encourage good emo-
tional health. In February, the pro-
gram included two puppet shows pre-
sented to the Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

Yet another service provided by the
association includes the Central New
Jersey Job Search Network, begun
after September 11, to help people
who lost their jobs. Just last week,
352 people — mostly from Westfield
and Cranford — communicated on-
line and held support meetings.

On October 22, the Mental Health
Association of Union County will part-
ner with the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs to
present “Music and the Mind,” an
interactive, educational forum to in-
fuse the healing power of music into
our daily lives.

The Mental Health Association of
Union County is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information about
how to support these local service
organizations, please contact Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the
United Fund of Westfield, at (908)
233-2113.

For information about the services
and volunteer opportunities provided by
the Mental Health Association of Union
County, please call (908) 272-0300.

Westfielder Responds to Pen & Ink
Regarding Mel Gibson’s The Passion
I am writing in response to Michelle

LePoidevin’s review of Mel Gibson’s
movie, The Passion of the Christ. While
my initial inclination was to “turn the
other cheek,” I quickly realized, how-
ever, that I was a member of the group
she was referring to who were “grasping
for something to gripe about in a feeble
yet endless attempt to paint themselves
as a victim” and thus I should not feel
constrained by that canon. On behalf of
every member of my family who died
during the Russian Pogroms or in a Nazi
concentration camp and for those yet to
die in some terrorist bombing in Israel, I
deeply apologize for our “endless and
feeble attempts to paint ourselves as
victims.”

In retrospect, I’m not sure who or
what to be more disturbed by, Ms
LePoidevin’s inflammatory article or
The Leader’s decision to publish it. Ms.
LePoidevin writes, “For the onus of
Christ’s crucifixion was placed in the
nail-hammering hands of the Romans
just as it spewed from the mouth of the
Jewish High Priest Caiaphas.” As I re-
call, the word onus means blame or
responsibility. So, even as Mel Gibson
has self -righteously claimed that he
doesn’t blame the Jews for Christ’s cru-
cifixion, Ms. LePoidevin’s feels no such
encumbrance.

Ms. LePoidevin goes on to discuss the
“wolves of Hollywood, who prefer to
shun the truth”. I’m not sure if she was
referring to the Wolf’s of Hollywood,
who happen to own a delicatessen and
are no way involved in the movie busi-
ness, but knowing how so many people
like Ms. LePoidevin are convinced that
Jews run the entertainment industry, I’d

be surprised.
I won’t even bother to dignify Ms.

LePoidevin’s attack on the “blathering,
bobble head” Andy Rooney, who is
widely recognized for his journalistic
talent and integrity.

Eric Zakarin
Westfield

Readers Voice Support
For Passion Column

God Bless Michelle Le Poidevin for
gifting us with one of the best articles
we’ve read about The Passion of the
Christ. There is little that we could add
to her comments except Amen, Amen.
Bravo to Michelle for her courage to
speak what is so patently obvious and
true to any right thinking student of the
Bible. For 2000 years, it has proclaimed
the story of Christ’s crucifixion in words.
Mel Gibson just showed it to us in our
modern day medium. We are so proud of
her and of The Westfield Leader.

Adele and Eugene Gatens
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor


