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Assembly OKs Transfer
Of Development Rights Bill
TRENTON – The General Assem-

bly passed legislation Assembly Ma-
jority Leader Joseph Roberts Jr.,
Deputy Speaker Jerry Green, As-
semblyman Reed Gusciora, and As-
sembly Assistant Majority Leader
Linda Greenstein sponsored to cre-
ate a mechanism for municipalities
to accommodate growth and pre-
serve open space through transfers of
development rights.

The bill (A-2480) would permit
adoption of municipal transfer of
development rights (TDR) ordi-
nances. Such local laws would en-
able towns to shift a developer’s rights
to build from one area of town to
another. This would enable a com-
munity to steer development away
from environmentally significant
areas and channel it into another area
of town.

A TDR ordinance would need to
consider a municipality’s projected
growth, capacity and preservation
needs over the next 10 years, as well
as delineating what portions of a
community should be considered as
sending and receiving areas for
growth.

“TDRs are practical mechanisms
for controlling growth so open space
can be protected while still enabling
new housing construction and other
development in different areas of a
community,” said Assemblyman
Green (D-Union).

Under the measure, municipali-
ties that adopt TDR ordinances would
be required to work with their re-
spective county to coordinate on re-
gional development objectives. Prior
to adopting a TDR ordinance, a mu-
nicipality would be required to have
had its initial petition for plan en-
dorsement approved by the State

Planning Commission, either as an
individual municipality or as part of
a county or regional plan. The plan
endorsement would be in effect for a
period of 10 years.

Municipalities adopting ordi-
nances would be required to have a
capital improvement plan and a util-
ity service plan element for the des-
ignated receiving areas. They also
would be required to conduct real
estate market analyses prior to adop-
tion.

TDR agreements have been used
in other areas of the country to pre-
serve and protect open space, natural
resources, farmland, and urban areas
of historical importance. More than
20 states have enacted or amended
statutes to accommodate the TDR
concept.

The measure passed 65-10-4. It
now goes to the Senate for further
consideration.

COMPLETING TOUR OF DUTY…Former Westfield resident Lieutenant
Jonathan Walsh, left, recently was awarded the U.S. Navy Commendation
Medal for his exemplary actions as a port security officer at Ash Shuaiba,
Kuwait.

Union County Democrats
Endorse Slate for Office

ROSELLE PARK – The Regular
Democratic Organization of Union
County, Inc. endorsed its slate of
candidates for the upcoming elec-
tions, backing candidates that are
reflective of the communities
throughout Union County.

The following candidates were
endorsed by the screening commit-
tee: Steve Brozak of Westfield for
District 7 Congressional seat. He
served as a Lieutenant Colonel in
U.S. Marine in the Mid-East fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001 at-
tacks against our country. Mr.
Brozak runs a Westfield-based in-
vestment banking firm that spe-
cializes in working with bio-tech
research companies.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, the long-
est serving sheriff in the state of
New Jersey, will seek reelection.
Sheriff Froehlich has supervised
dramatic crime reductions during
his term and is recognized for run-
ning the most efficient sheriff’s
office in New Jersey.

Surrogate James LaCorte will
seek reelection this November. He
is one of the most active surrogates
in the state of New Jersey and is
recognized for his extraordinary
efforts to better educate the public
about wills and estate planning by
speaking to community groups
throughout Union County.

Incumbent Freeholder Dan
Sullivan will be joined on the ticket
by three newcomers. Freeholder
Sullivan is an Elizabeth resident
who has served on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders for nine years.

Bette Jane Kowalski, a profes-
sional writer and editor will seek a
term on the Freeholder Board. Ms.
Kowalski serves on the Cranford
Public Library’s Board of Trustees
and has worked with the League of

Women Voters and the Cranford
Historical Society as well as serv-
ing as a campaign manager for lo-
cal Democratic campaigns.

Freeholder Candidate Adrain
Mapp is the Plainfield City Coun-
cil President and has served on the
council for six years. He is a certi-
fied public accountant and works
as the Associate Director of Strate-
gic Planning for Bristol-Myers
Squibb Co.

Candidate John Wohlrab is a Lin-
den native and was selected by the
committee to fill the unexpired term
of Senator Nicholas Scutari on the
Freeholder Board. He is expected
to be sworn into office next week.

19122 Wyatt Pinot Noir 2002 $14.99
"Ripe, Lush, fruit-driven Pinot with a big, round mouthfeel and a rich finish."

12156 Heba Morellino di Scansano 2002 $19.99
"This sangiovese-based wine is aromatic, with a most pleasing, soft lushness"

11628 S. Molettieri Irpina Rosso 2001 $19.99
"Dense ruby/purple colored with a distinctive licorice, floral, and black fruit-
scented nose with truffles, earth, and spice in the background"

15567 Colli Ripani Rosso Piceno 2001 $11.99
"a smooth blend of the  montepulciano and sangiovese grapes, loaded with
spicy cherry fruit, and great balance. "

15004 Hirsch Gruner Veltliner #1 2002 $11.99
"Tasty, bright and expressive with pronounced white fruit and limey notes"

18880 Gunderloch Riesling Dry 2002 $18.99
"Peach, mango, lemon and floral aromas. willowy, elegant and expansive on
the palate"

18879 Pietra Porzia Frascati 2002 $11.99
endowed with the intense and fruity fragrance and flavor of white fruit and
flowers.

15484 Laurona Monstant 2000 $23.99
"luscious raspberry and blackberry fruit flavors, and the texture is smooth and
opulent."

17524 Ch. Beauchene Cotes du Rhone 2001 $13.99
"Medium-bodied, with plum, red berry, earth and spice"

19002 Armador Carmenere 2002 $11.99
"Uncommon ripeness and purity, with blackberry and cassis fruit offset by
intriguing cedar, mineral and truffle notes"

19123 Bodegas Olivares Altos de la Hoya 2002 $11.99
"Well-balanced, firm and polished, with sweet plum, toasty oak and mineral
flavors "

18884 Ch. Coupe Roses Minervois 2001 $16.99
"Medium-bodied, complex, and structured, this wine ís pepper-laced, spicy, deep
blackberry-flavored character cries out for a thick, juicy steak."

13290 Alliance Shiraz 2001 $18.99
"fresh, medium-full bodied style with a supple-sweet blackberry/fruit core and
spice tones"

16263 Ch. Martinens Margaux 2000 $33.99
"Vibrant aromas of crushed berries, cherries and licorice"

19094 Hanenhoff Proprietary Red Blend 2001 $21.99
"deep ruby/purple color in addition to pure notes of black currants, espresso,
chocolate, and wood."

10223 Lengs & Cooter Riesling 2001 $17.99
"Intense lime and lemon juice flavors explode at the front of the mouth, followed
by a long, slatey middle palate of translucent brightness"

17336 Jean C. Thevenet Macon Pierreclos 2002 $19.99
"Crisp, clean and delicious... "

12160 Ambra Rosato 2002 $  9.99
"Full of strawberry and spice,great structure and a long crisp finish"

19003 Sequoia Grove Chardonnay 2001 $19.99
This extremely elegant Chardonnay is a lovely amalgam of richness and finesse.

10275 C. Pianrosso Brunello di Montalcino 1998 $ 53.99
"Full-bodied, with big, silky tannins and loads of exciting fruit"

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 908-232-8700
www.townandcountrywine.com

All prices in this ad are valid 3/18/2004 -3/24/2004
Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m.

Sign Up for Our E-mail Newsletter
TODAY!

Get the latest news and information on sales, hot
new wine releases, wine trends and gourmet 

specialties! Simply go to our website...
www.townandcountrywine.com

and enter your e-mail address! All items are available at our Westfield location, please contact other stores for product availability. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not
include sales tax. All wines are 750ml unless otherwise noted. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004

Free Delivery
call

908-232-8700

Spring Food Festival
Saturday, April 10, 2004 

11:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.

20 Great Wines You Should Try

25% Discount
Coupon

on a Case of Wine or More
(Not valid on sale items, must present coupon for discount.

Valid 3/18-3/24)

Amazing Spring Savings!
Blackstone
Merlot $7.88
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004. No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Amazing Spring Savings!
91 Points Wine Spectator

Ch. Souverain
Chardonnay $11.88
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004. No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Amazing Spring Savings!
Lizards Bay
Shiraz $3.99
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004.No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Mark your Calendar!
Live Music, Gourmet Food Tastings,

Unbeatable Sales!

Wine of the Month Club 2004
Join Today... call 908-232-8700 or online at

www.townandcountrywine.com... begin an adventure in wine!
Every month different and exciting wines delivered to your door!

Perfect for the Wine Lover, Collector or as a Gift!

WF Mayor McDermott Gives
Redevelopment Project Status

WESTFIELD – Recently, people have
been asking the Town Council what we
have been doing about the parking rede-
velopment plans in downtown Westfield.
Most of the 2004 year has been spent
with our committees working on the
2004 budget, planning projects for the
year and allowing our three new council
members the opportunity to become ac-
quainted with their new responsibilities.

After three months, we feel we can redi-
rect our energy back to this parking project.

Throughout this project, the most fre-
quently asked questions the council re-
ceives on this subject are; where are we,
who are our partners, what steps have
been taken to build the decks and how
will the public stay engaged? I would
like to address these issues to clarify our
current positions.

The town has hired HKT Nassau to be
the developer on this project. As of today,
HKT has presented to both the council
and the residents, design plans to build
two parking structures in the downtown.

One structure will be located at the
South Avenue train station (lot #3) and
the second structure will be located across
from Trader Joe’s on the north side of
town (lots #1 & 8). These structures will
be a combination of a parking garage and
a mixed use of residential and retail space.

The reason behind this combination
of decks with the residential and retail
space is to allow the town the opportu-
nity to generate revenue to pay back the
cost of these facilities without any addi-
tional tax dollars from the residents.

Granted, HKT Nassau is our partner,
but they are in the development business
to make a profit; we recognize this.
However, the job of each member of the
council is to make sure that Westfield
gets the best project, at the best price.

To help us in our decision making
process, we have hired an outside attor-
ney who specializes in redevelopment
law and Desman Associates for engi-
neering review and construction man-
agement services to assist the town as we
oversee all the design plans, financial
projections and negotiations associated
with the building of these projects.

To date, the engineering firm of
Edwards & Kelcey was hired to do a
complete traffic study encompassing the
entire area surrounding the parking struc-
ture sites on both sides of town along
with the neighboring artery roads. Our
goal is to see what traffic impact these
two facilities will have on the town and
the quality of life issues for the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

The traffic study was started last Octo-
ber so it would allow us to get the best
possible count before the holiday shop-
ping season really began. Due to the
complexity and science of traffic studies,
the town hired an independent traffic firm
of Keller & Kirkpatrick to do a peer
review of the Edwards & Kelcey report.

On Tuesday, March 2, Edwards &
Kelcey made their initial presentation to
the Town Council during our public meet-
ing. This presentation gave the council
and the public their first opportunity to
learn about how the traffic study was
conducted and the initial findings. Spe-
cific questions from the public have
been submitted to both Edwards & Kelcey

and Keller & Kirkpatrick and these ques-
tions will be addressed at a public pre-
sentation. This presentation will be given
to both the council and the public on
Wednesday, March 31 in the Council
Chambers.

While the traffic study was being done,
all geotechnical, topographical, survey and
Phase I and Phase II environmental work
on the two sites was also being done. The
town has to know what, if any, environ-
mental issues we are dealing with includ-
ing old gas or oil tanks, contaminated soil,
etc.

These results of the technical and
environmental work have been finalized
and will be reviewed by the Town Coun-
cil in the coming weeks at a public
meeting. The town is responsible for
cleaning up any problems, whether we
build the parking structures or not; and
any problems that may arise will be
corrected.

On Tuesday night, during our confer-
ence session on March 9 the council
requested that Bob Powell of HKT
Nassau address the council with an up-
date on the new design plans based on
the various charretts that were held dur-
ing the summer and fall months. Spe-
cific issues were then discussed includ-
ing the height of the structures, the
amount of retail space being developed
and the number of residential units that
would be built.

Would they be apartments, condos or
a mix of both? How many affordable
housing units would be included? When
will we review in detail the R. Reading
School Impact report which addresses
the question of how many school age
children could move in to these new
residential units and how will the town
financially support them? Based on the
discussions of this meeting, HKT will
report back to entire Council on these
questions/concerns and will also address
the most important issue of cost.

Until this point, the council and the
residents have not had any in depth dis-
cussions concerning the financials of this
project because all numbers could only
be based on hypothetical models. As a
council, we realize how important these
numbers are and how they will drive the
project.

Now, HKT has specific issues, which
the council and the residents need ad-
dressed. We can now receive estimates
on the cost for construction based on
how big the structures will be and how
many parking spaces the decks can sup-
port. We will know how much revenue
the town should receive and how we will
finance the project. We will know the
results of the traffic studies and the
impact on our downtown and surround-
ing neighborhoods. We will know how
the environmental analysis impacts the
project and what steps will be necessary
to remedy the situation.

Having this information will give the
council and the residents the ability to
make intelligent and constructive deci-
sions about the future of these projects
and the future of our downtown. As
always, the Town Council welcomes
your input on this project, and we will
continue to hold our meetings in public
to keep all of you informed.

Governor to Address
County AARP on Friday
WINFIELD — Governor James

McGreevey will discuss the senior
initiatives in his FY 2005 budget at
an AARP town meeting on Friday,
March 19. The Governor will arrive
at 12:30 p.m., deliver his remarks
and take questions from the audi-
ence.

The town meeting will begin at 11
a.m. at the John F. Buckle Center, 25
½ Roosevelt Drive in Winfield. Also
making remarks will be Senator Nick
Scutari, Assemblyman Gerry Green
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

A complimentary lunch will be
served at noon. Seniors interested in
attending should RSVP to AARP at
(609) 452-3920.

The News on the ‘Net
goleader.com

County GOP Sets
Its Candidate Slate

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Ron Frigerio, Chairman of the
Union County Republican Party,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
most of their slate for the upcom-
ing elections in the county were
chosen last Saturday.

The GOP candidates seeking
election for Union County Free-
holder are Mr. Joseph Renna of
Cranford, Mr. Frank Arena of
Westfield, Mr. Bruce Patterson of
Garwood and Mrs. Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood. Mr.
Michael Panagos of Westfield is
the Republican candidate for
County Surrogate. As of this time,
no GOP candidate for County Sher-
iff has been selected.


