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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — If it “takes
a village” to raise a child, the
Town of Westfield can be
mighty proud at the job they
are doing in raising the next
generation of musical stars.

Evita, Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s rock musical, opened in the
Westfield High School (WHS) audito-
rium last Thursday to an appreciative
audience. For this reviewer and those

who came to see the show because they
like it or wanted to support the arts, or
wanted to see their child, student, friend
or classmate, they were in for a magnifi-
cent musical night.

The buzz beforehand, through press
releases and word of mouth, was that
the production would be pretty spec-
tacular. That understates the reality of
the night. It was a magical two hours of
time that will make musical history in
Westfield; the show was that good.

This was not a typical high school
production. It rivaled Paper Mill Play-
house quality. That is no wonder since
many of the students in the cast have
studied and performed with the
Millburn summer conservatory
group. The WHS Playbill
reads like virtual Who’s
Who in high school mu-
sic.

First up is Che
Guevara, played by
Ryan Leonard, who
sets the tempo and
tenor for the night
with his Broadway
quality voice. Ryan is
not merely a handsome
actor who can sing, but
is a performer who makes
the audience sit up and
feast on his every word.
He is not merely pre-
sentation, but a ban-
quet of talent and pol-
ish along with mature
stage presence.

At times, Ryan must perform vocal
calisthenics, complete with octave leaps
that he executes with the ease of a
musical Superman.

The familiar “Don’t Cry for Me Ar-
gentina” theme runs in and out of “Re-
quiem for Evita” and it doesn’t disap-
point. Ryan is emotional, explosive, ex-
citing and exhausting with control of
every note, nuance and movement
throughout not only this song but also
every other one he delivers.

The opening scene itself is impres-
sive with the crowd mourning the loss
of their beloved Eva Peron. The sole
dissenter is narrator Che who feels
that Argentina is being politically mis-
led.

When we first meet Eva, played by
senior Samantha Hooper-Hamersley,
she is charismatic from the moment
she appears. No matter if it is Eva in a
dark wig or the characteristic blonde
chignon of her later career, she com-
mands attention.

Vocally, Samantha plays the diva
better than Madonna. Like the sirens
of Homer’s time, when she opens her
mouth to sing, the audience falls un-
der her spell. No waif-like teen,

Samantha is a substantial Evita with a
Marilyn Monroe body and a Beverly

Sills voice. There isn’t a thin, reedy
note in her repertoire even at the end
when she is dying.

The richness of Samantha’s
lower notes is matched
with a head voice that

is ethereal in qual-
ity. This young lady
has studied and it
shows in her seem-
ingly effortless pro-

duction of vocal ex-
cellence song after song.

Zal Spialter plays Augustin Magaldi,
the performer who knew Eva as a young
girl when she lived in Junin, Argentina
and went from man to man. Zal plays his
part well, convincing the audience that he
is a professional entertainer — his voice is
pleasant and his delivery smooth — just
what the part demands.

The 23-piece orchestra that is made
up of professionals and students is
under the baton of WHS music teacher
Bill Mathews. With only three re-
hearsals, two with the cast, the music
is a marvel.

Of special note are the violinists –
students — whose microphones

make them sound like 14, not
four. Keyboardist WHS in-

strumental teacher Ray
Wojcik could be a one-
man band. His magical
arpeggios are delightful
particularly when they
sound like a harpist’s
glissandos.

The specialty danc-
ing couples, particu-

larly Kim Lam and Nick
Williams, show training,

rehearsal and talent. Cho-
reographed by 2002 WHS

graduate Erica Cenci, who
served with drama direc-
tor Joe Nierle, the danc-
ers feel the Latin beat
and make the audience
experience it. “And the
Money Kept Rolling In”

is alive with pulsating beat and elec-
tricity-like energy.

Some clever staging with the gener-
als and the musical chairs is nicely
done. Their purposely-dissonant song,
“Practicing the Art of Possible” is won-
derfully crisp with exploding conso-
nants and unison tempo and pitch. As
the timing in the song escalates in a
minor key, the musical’s tension builds.

The role of Juan Peron cannot be
overlooked: Jason Mesches, a WHS
senior, has the right amount of savvy
yet naiveté to carry off the role. His
voice is an excellent fit for the political
boss. He has the stature and presence
of a leader who has selected himself a
strong first lady.

Of likewise merit is Chloe
Zeitounian, the 16-year-old mistress
of Peron whom Eva replaces. When
she sings with folksong quality purity,
“Where am I going to?” the audience
really cares. Chloe, a freshman, has the
look and voice of a future star.

Three specific groups in the show
also must be given kudos: the Aristo-
crats in their spectacular black and
white costumes who perform with
marvelous diction and vocal pitch, the

children’s chorus with its simplicity
and unison precision, and the military
squadron of men who needed to enter
the stage singing and managed to do it
marvelously. Their rifle toss number
was impressive as well.

When Eva’s health fails at show’s
end, Samantha’s voice shows frailty,

not lack of quality. Insightful direction
must be credited along with Samantha’s

talent. She wasn’t asked to be less of a
singer, but to let the vulnerability of
the character come through her voice.

Despite Eva’s physical weakness, she
demands to remain the Vice President
of the country. The scene in which
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — In one way
or another, both music and art have
played a big part in the life of
Mountainside resident and Westfield
Art Association (WAA) member, Bob
Yurochko.

Fascinated with the trumpet from
the age of 10,
Yurochko started
playing in church
bands in his native
Johnstown, Pa.
when he was 12 years
old. By the time he
was 15, he was per-
forming gigs as a
musician’s union
member.

“The money I
earned playing with
those bands paid for my first two years
at Penn State,” Yurochko told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. He added that
he also spent a summer working in the
Johnstown steel mills
to earn another year’s
college tuition.

“That job taught
me a lot about the
meaning of life,” he
said.

After graduating
from Penn State with
a Bachelor of Science
degree in Music,
Yurochko worked as
a conductor and in-
structor of jazz and
classical music at
Cranford High
School while con-
tinuing his own edu-
cation at New York
University.

He holds a Master in Arts degree in
Music, as well as 30 credits towards a
doctoral degree. In addition, Yurochko
has studied under the direction of
John Ware of the New York Philhar-
monic and Phil Reucktenwald, the
principle trumpeter of the New York
City Opera.

During his years at Cranford High
School, Yurochko experienced two
big highlights of his music career. His
marching band was selected to per-
form in a Campbell’s Soup commer-
cial and his wind ensemble performed
on “The David Letterman Show” in
honor of the talk show host’s birth-
day.

Yurochko has also taught classi-

cal and jazz music at Kean Univer-
sity, and a course in jazz history for
which he wrote a text book, “A
Short History of Jazz,” a standard
college textbook for jazz history
courses offered at colleges through-
out the country.

While Yurochko always liked art, it
wasn’t until he retired from teaching

four years ago that he
became a fulltime art-
ist.

“I had always
worked on art on the
side,” he said. “I was
always interested, but
I never had the time to
devote fully to it.”

Now Yurochko
spends his days paint-
ing acrylics on canvass
as well as creating

drawings, pastels and watercolors. He
is a member of the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit and the
Chicago Coalition of Artists. He is
also Chairman of the WAA Sketching

Class.
He has exhibited

at the Automatic
Data Processing
Corporation in
R o s e l a n d ,
Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, New
Jersey Gallery West,
Westfield Salon, the
African American
Caribbean Art Expo
in New Jersey, and
the JVC Newport
Jazz Festival in
Rhode Island.

C u r r e n t l y ,
Yurochko is exhib-
iting at the Great
Harvest Bread

Company in Westfield. His work
favors allegorical figures, many of
which represent the field of music,
especially jazz. Landscapes, light-
houses, flowers and ballet dancers
also figure predominantly in
Yurochko’s artwork, where his use of
bright and highly textured colors
instill in his creations a feeling of
depth.

Yurochko and his wife, Trisha, have
been Mountainside residents for 30
years. They have one son, Michael,
who lives and works in Silicon Valley,
Calif.

To view Yurochko’s artwork online,
please visit http://www.rmyart.com/
gallery.html.

“Young Flutist” by Bob  Yurochko, 24 x 30

“Ovation” by Bob Yurochko, 18 x 24

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
with Soloists & Orchestra

Trent Johnson, Music Director

Sunday, March 21 at 3 p.m.

General Admission $18, Students & Seniors $12

First United Methodist Church
One East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey

equiem
Verdi

R
Premiere of Trent Johnson’s

Poem for Viola & Orchestra
Brett Deubner, viola

and

Concert this

Sunday!
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5, the club will present their spring
offering. Two separate productions will
run on the same evening, which is sure
to be a delight. The younger students
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — A while back,
while on playground duty at Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield, fulltime mother of two
Patricia Gagliardi was chatting with
another volunteer mom.

Both women thought it would be
wonderful if the school had an extra-
curricular drama program. The school
already had quite an impressive extra-
curricular schedule, including literary
and computer clubs, golf and much
more, but the one thing it seemed to
be lacking was a drama department.

The conversation on the playground
that day has turned into a dream ful-
filled. Gagliardi, along with mothers
Alison Power and Michelle Williams,
have created an entire drama program
for the students at Holy Trinity School.

The volunteer-based club was re-
cently awarded a grant from the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs to help them realize their
goal.

The women wanted to hire a profes-
sional to run the program and their
wish was answered when Westfield resi-
dent Paul O’Connor came on board in
2003 and everything magically fell into
place. O’Connor’s experience and ex-
pertise in teaching and directing has
been quite an asset to the organization.

Gagliardi told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that O’Connor conducts workshops
for the students every week and that he
is phenomenal.

The club meets on Saturday morn-
ings at the Mountainside campus of
Holy Trinity. This past December, they
performed their first play, The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever and over 400
tickets were sold.

Approximately 59 Holy Trinity stu-
dents are members of the club and
membership is open to all students
who wish to audition. The response
has been so positive that two produc-
tions are planned for late spring.

The club is divided into two sec-
tions. Grades 2 through 5 collaborate,
while the older students in grades 6
through 8, have their own team.
Gagliardi said that dividing the club
allows the students to work on sepa-
rate productions that are age-appro-
priate, and the older students often
pitch in and help out their younger,
fellow schoolmates.

The three-person committee of the
Drama Club works with parent volun-
teers and their help is gladly received,
though Gagliardi made it very clear
that the work is all about the students.

On Friday and Saturday, June 4 and
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Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

By Justin Catalano, a sixth grader at
Deerfield School in Mountainside.

By Lauren Posluszny, a sixth grader
at Edison Intermediate in Westfield.

By Stephanie Scofield, a fourth grader
at Deerfield School in Mountainside.

By Dylan Simon, a sixth grader at
Edison Intermediate in Westfield.

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Artwork from vari-
ous Union County schools is being
showcased for Youth Art Month
(YAM), an annual observance each
March in the state of New Jersey to
emphasize the value of art education
for all children and to encourage sup-
port for quality school art programs.

Union County’s YAM exhibition
will be held at the Les Malamut Art

Gallery on Morris Avenue in Union
through Wednesday, March 24. A
reception is also planned on Saturday,
March 20, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for
all participating artists, their families
and friends, and their art teachers.

Artwork from students in grades
K through 12 will be on display.

The state YAM exhibit will open
on Monday, March 22, in the State
House Annex with a night reception
at 6 p.m.

Other participating schools in
Union County include: Hamilton
Terrace, Mountain Park, Thomas P
Hughes, and Woodruff Elementary
Schools in Berkeley Heights; Deerfield
School in Mountainside; and Wilson
Elementary in Westfield; Winfield
School in Winfield Park.

will perform The Fabulous Fable Fac-
tory and then the older students will
present All I Really Need to Know, I
Learned in Kindergarten.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The annual Union
County Teen Arts Festival will be
held on Thursday and Friday, March
18 and 19, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. on the Cranford Campus of
Union County College (UCC), lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, opposite Nomahegan
Park.

An open reception is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 16, fro 6:30 to
8 p.m. in UCC’s Commons area.
The public is invited to view the
visual art display of student works.

“The Teen Arts Festival show-
cases the artistic and creative abili-
ties of Union County’s youth,” said
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board.

“Students from more than 50
public and private schools partici-
pate at the festival each year. I invite
the public to come and share the
accomplishments of our talented
teens,” added Freeholder Ruotolo.

At the festival, students partici-
pate in performances, master classes,
interactive workshops, and critiqu-
ing seminars led by professional art-

ists in all disciplines – visual arts,
music, theatre, dance, and creative
writing. All of the performances
are open to the public. Assistive
services are available upon request.

To attend the festival, please con-
tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
(908) 558-2550 on weekdays. Re-
lay service users should cal 7-1-1.

“The 2004 Union County Teen
Arts Festival is a wonderful ex-
ample of public and private part-
nership in the arts,” said Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan.

The festival is coordinated by
the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs and
hosted by UCC. Sponsors and sup-
porting agencies of the 2004 Teen
Arts Festival include the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers; Union County Division of Parks
and Recreation; Union County
Prosecutor’s Office; New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State; Elizabeth, Cranford
and Roselle Boards of Education;
the Paper Mill Playhouse and par-
ticipating schools.


