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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The April
art exhibition at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH) in Mountainside
will feature the artwork of the New
Jersey Water Color Society, including
pieces by Plainfield resident Julio Cesar
Ortiz and Verona resident Ann Taylor.

The monthly exhibits are sponsored
by the Auxiliary at CSH. All artwork is

available for purchase with a portion
of the sales benefiting the Auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits may
be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
by entering through the hospital’s East
Wing entrance, 150 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.
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Support education in Westfield
by attending the Education Fund’s
inaugural WWWWWine ine ine ine ine TTTTTasting and Aasting and Aasting and Aasting and Aasting and Auc-uc-uc-uc-uc-
tion Ftion Ftion Ftion Ftion Fundraiserundraiserundraiserundraiserundraiser on Saturday,
March 20, at the James Ward Man-
sion. The event will include a se-
lection of fine wines, cheeses, and
breads, along with a silent auction
with items such as sport and the-
ater tickets, a Westfield Y member-
ship, and a variety of other items
donated by local merchants. Tick-
ets are $75 per person. For further
information, e-mail
edfundwinetasting@comcast.net,
or call (908) 317-9813.

* * * * * * *
Woodward Theatrical’s presen-

tation of The UThe UThe UThe UThe Unsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mollyollyollyollyolly
BBBBBrrrrrooooownwnwnwnwn will be at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre on Sunday, March
21, at 3 p.m. The musical follows
the journey of one very fortunate
woman, determined to rise above
her roots and have it all. Tickets are
$15 to $25, and the theater is
located at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union. Call the box office at (908)
737-SHOW.

* * * * * * *
Meet another local artist on Sat-

urday, March 20, at The Town Book
Store in Westfield from 2 to 4 p.m.
Mountainside resident Gwyn En-
glish Nielsen, who wrote “S“S“S“S“Serererereren-en-en-en-en-
dipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Drrrrream Catcheream Catcheream Catcheream Catcheream Catcher,”,”,”,”,”
will promote her work — the story
of 11-year old Sera, who reads the
dictionary and has a very active
dream life. Find out the lessons in
store for the young heroine.

* * * * * * *
Directed by James Little, the sing-

ers of The CalvThe CalvThe CalvThe CalvThe Calvararararary Chorale y Chorale y Chorale y Chorale y Chorale will be
joined by singers and conductors
from other Summit churches to
bring you over 100 voices in a grand
production of Mendelssohn’s cho-
ral music. “Hear My Prayer,” three
selections from “Sechs Spruche,”
and Part Two of “Elijah,” will be
performed on Sunday, March 21, at
4 p.m. at the Calvary Episcopal
Church, 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit. A free-will offering will be
taken. For more information, call
(908) 277-1547.

* * * * * * *
The trio, WWWWWeeeee’’’’’rrrrre Ae Ae Ae Ae About Nbout Nbout Nbout Nbout Nineineineineine,

has been described as a “three-
part-harmony-singer-songwriter-
adult-alternative-contemporary-
americana-folk-rock-group from
Baltimore.” They will bring their
tunes to Westfield on Saturday,
March 20, as the Coffee With
Conscience series continues at the
First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street. Admission is
$12, and doors open at 7:30 p.m.

GGGGGarrin arrin arrin arrin arrin TTTTTapped bapped bapped bapped bapped by Choraley Choraley Choraley Choraley Chorale
As NAs NAs NAs NAs Neeeeew Mw Mw Mw Mw Music Dusic Dusic Dusic Dusic Diririririrectorectorectorectorector

SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – Summit Chorale
has appointed Richard Garrin as its
new music director beginning with
the 2004-2005 season.
He will replace Garyth
Nair, who has served
the ensemble for 34
years.

A special event to
introduce Maestro
Garrin to the North-
ern New Jersey com-
munity will be held in
June.

“I’m so happy and
excited to be offered
this position,” he
stated. “I hope area
residents will come
out to support us as we celebrate
our  f i r s t  season together. ”
Garrin’s full biography may be
v iewed at
www.richardgarrin.com.

Most recently, Garrin was Music
Director/Conductor of the Master-
works Chorale and Orchestra of
San Mateo, Calif. In his role as

Associate Professor of Music at The
College of San Mateo (CSM), he
directed the CSM Singers, a group

he founded after a long
absence of choral music
at the college.

Summit Chorale,
which is in residence at
Drew University in
Madison, is the oldest
continually active cho-
ral organization in the
state. Composed of
about 60 volunteer sing-
ers, chosen by audition,
the ensemble will hold
its next series of audi-
tions in June.

Funding for Summit
Chorale is made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural & Heritage Affairs.

For more information, please visit
www.summitchorale.org.

Richard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard Garrin

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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In the event you simply can’t find
enough things to be nostalgic about, take
heart. Director Todd Phillips answers
that call with Starsky & Hutch, a limp
yet well-meaning paean to the 70s tele-
vision show.

While it doesn’t quite make up for the
dearth of laughs, please note that it’s as
versatile (and about as stylish) as a revers-
ible jacket. That’s the beauty of it all.
Because it matters not whether you are
familiar with the original action drama,
or if you just washed ashore from Outer
Slobovia. You are a potential ticket buyer.
The film’s reference to the source mate-
rial it’s supposed to be satirizing amounts
to little more than lip service. Oh well…at
least the title is the same.

What Phillips’ movie really should
be called is, “Disguised as a Send-Up
of ‘Starsky & Hutch,’ Ben Stiller and
Owen Wilson Avail Themselves of
the Opportunity to Continue and
Make into a Feature Length Skit their
Very Own Brand of Shtick.”

And aside from that it wouldn’t fit on
a marquis, that’s not a bad thing.

Fact is, they are a good film comedy
team … on the cutting edge, yet also a
throwback to some of the more famous
pairings. So what they need now is some
material that recognizes that fact, places
them in the forefront, and makes it un-
derstood that, whatever the purported
subject, more likely than not it’s merely
a vessel by which to transport their tom-
foolery.

After all, Abbott and Costello were rarely
subordinate to the material, and practically
every Hope and Crosby film was just a
delightful excuse to put those two talents
together. In other words, you’re better than
this, boys.

Unfortunately, by not recognizing this
show biz reality, what happens here is that
folks expecting some great epiphany, either
concerning “Starsky & Hutch,” the televi-
sion series, or the 70s that spawned it, are
going to be disappointed. That is a fright-
ening thought.

But in any case, even if the writers had
done a more incisive job with Stevie Long’s
story, it’s doubtful they could have found
much more to lampoon about the series
than they do. A parody about Pez dispens-
ers would have probably afforded more
philosophical heft. And insofar as the 70s,
how much can you really say about disco,
fondue, and the Carter years without just
getting depressed?

One saving grace is the red and white
Ford Gran Torino, transported intact
from the television show to the movie.
It’s a handsome brute, a Hollywood
thumb-nosing to the otherwise smog-
choked sheet metal of that decade, and
perhaps a cynical razz at an increasingly
uptight society that knee-jerked its way
from the 60s.

Identifying undercover cop David
Starsky’s individualism, the 300+ horse-
power bad ride is portrayed as his only
indulgence. Otherwise, Stiller’s the
straight one; while Owen Wilson’s Ken
Hutchinson is the more rascally of the
two.

We get the feeling that the repartee
between the two cops isn’t half as en-
tertaining as what hi-jinx took place
on the set. If that’s true, the inevitable
DVD, which will doubtlessly memori-
alize every iota and speck of back-
story, would be the better bet.

But if you’re Starsky & Hutch-bound
no matter, what you’ll get in the movie
theater is pretty standard stuff. In Bay
City, crime is on the rise, thanks mostly
to Reese Feldman (Vince Vaughn), co-

caine kingpin and megalomaniac
extraordinaire. No one can take him
down.

What’s making it even more difficult
is the new form of blow he’s developed to
outfox the narcs. Its molecular structure
changed, police dogs can’t detect it. At a
demonstration of its properties reminis-
cent of Auric Goldfinger’s braggadocio
in Goldfinger (1964), Feldman declares
to his lesser colleagues: “If it weren’t
illegal, they’d give me the Nobel Prize.”

So what’s a police department to do?
Why, that’s easy. Simply team two oil
and water crime fighters who otherwise
haven’t been able to get along with any of
their previous partners. And, voila —
control freak Starsky and laissez-faire
Hutch. What a match! Such mergers are
the basis of virtually every buddy-buddy
cop story since time immemorial.

Yet, from the looks of box office re-
ceipts, the huddled masses, yearning to be
entertained, never tire of the redemptive
tale. Not only does it romantically reaf-
firm that there’s a lid for every pot, but it
goes one better. Having found each other,
misfits can right even a world that has
labeled them thusly.

The funny thing is, for a comedy,
Starsky & Hutch is remarkably short of
hilarity. Granted, there is the note of
levity that Stiller and Wilson bring to the
wispy proceedings … an overall silly
good mood that they purvey. But if you
think back afterwards, you’d be hard-put
to recall any specifically humorous lines.

Certainly John O’Brien and Scot
Armstrong, who penned the screenplay
with filmmaker Phillips (Old School),
should be glad that they weren’t paid by
the joke.

There’s no sense in further discussing
the already outlined plot. Simply imag-
ine all the usual stereotypes, arrayed in all
the costumes and characteristics of the
era.

Still, there’s something to be said for the
undemanding absurdity perpetrated by
this film. And, unless I just so happened
to view it with a visiting convention of
nervous laughers, there is apparently a
modicum of lighthearted joy to be de-
rived from its musings. Which, when
further examined, leads us to a curiously
sad commentary on our expectations at
the cinema these days.

It’s as if there is a tacit agreement be-
tween the viewer and the movie company.
What the acquiescent filmgoer is saying is
this: “You don’t stress me; I won’t put a lot
of demands on you. You make fun of the
fashions, poke a few jabs at the quirks
inherent to 70s television; I’ll manage a
reminiscing smirk. You don’t have to be
that funny. Just make it look good. I’ll take
a dive, see? I’ll even chortle where you’d
put the laugh track if it were a sitcom. I
know how. I’ve been trained.”

Turning his or her attentions to the
critical press, the moviegoer contin-
ues: “Don’t you get it? Where does all
your philosophizing get us anyway? I
want to be part of that opening week-
end number that shows this film gross-
ing more than $21 million. I wanna
be a winner. It’s my duty as an Ameri-
can. GNP! GNP! GNP! Just give me a
break from reality, would you, for
gosh sakes?”

Okay, Okay, I say. Take it easy. Who
am I to get in the way of progress? If that’s
how it is, by all means see Starsky &
Hutch, even if your film critic believes
Stiller and Wilson would be more arrest-
ing off the force and in another movie.

* * * * * * *
SSSSStarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Hutchutchutchutchutch, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed by
Todd Phillips and stars Ben Stiller, Owen
Wilson and Vince Vaughn. Running
time: 101 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The First
Congregational Church of
Westfield will present the jazz
group, “Bones, Incorporated” in
a free, half-hour program at noon
on Wednesday, March 24, as part
of their ongoing Mid-Day Musi-
cales series.

The group presents classic and
new jazz music using four trom-
bones and a rhythm section. With
a varied repertoire, the ensemble
often reworks classic American
pop standards and jazz tunes, as
well as new jazz compositions.

“Bones, Incorporated” members
include Matt Bilyk, Eddie Clark,
Rick Stepton and Ben Williams on
trombone, Diane Moser on piano,
Tim Metz on bass, and Russ
“Styles” DiBona on drums. Indi-
vidually, band members have ap-
peared with notable jazz and popu-
lar music professionals.

A $5 soup and sandwich lun-
cheon will be available in the
church’s Social Hall following the
concert.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a part-
ner agency of the National En-
dowment of the Arts, through a
grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.
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Evita
two soldiers carry her to the radio’s
microphone is frighteningly believ-
able. With the reprise of “Don’t Cry
for Me Argentina,” Eva Peron has a
credible death.

Look for Ryan and Samantha, as well
as the entire production, to be major
contenders for the Paper Mill’s Rising
Star Awards. And to the “village” of
Westfield: bravo for continued support
of the arts in the schools, and encour-
agement of the preteens and teens in
their search for fulfillment in the arts.

UUUUUnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continues
TTTTTo Bo Bo Bo Bo Bring Arring Arring Arring Arring Art to Cart to Cart to Cart to Cart to Caregivegivegivegivegiversersersersers

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – For the third year, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders will renew its program of bring-
ing the arts into the homes of fulltime
family caregivers of care recipients
over 60 years of age.

“The time and energy-consuming
responsibilities of fulltime family
caregivers often prevent them from
participating in the arts they love,”
said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board.

“The talent and diversity of our
artists assures a fulfilling creative ex-
perience for the caregivers,” she added.

The free program will provide artists to
come to the caregiver’s home in a series of
visits, bringing art personalized to suit
their individual needs and interests.

Some examples of visits include: stress-
relieving movement techniques; writers
to help document family stories or teach
journal keeping; live musical perfor-
mances, to share with friends or each
other; professional portraits done from
life or favorite old photographs; art projects
for caregivers and care recipients to com-
plete together; lessons in watercolor paint-
ing; keyboard playing and drama.

“Recent studies have shown that
the stress of long-term care-giving re-
sponsibilities can have detrimental ef-
fects on health and emotional well-
being of the caregiver,” indicated Free-
holder Chester Holmes, Liaison to the
Hospice and Home Health Care Ad-
visory Board.

“This program is intended to re-
lieve that stress while it exercises the
caregiver’s creativity,” he added.

In addition to caring for a family
member, the caregiver may also work
a fulltime job outside of the home. As
long as the care recipient is over 60
and both individuals resident in Union
County, they are eligible. While fo-
cused on the caregiver, the program is
designed to benefit the entire family.

The Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs is coordinating this pro-
gram, which is made possible by grants
from the Union County Division on
Aging and the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts.

The program is free to caregivers,
however, voluntary donations are grate-
fully accepted and used to expand the
program.

For more information about arts in
the home, please contact eh Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, 07202, (908) 558-2550, or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay us-
ers should dial 7-1-1.

FFFFFrrrrreeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Offer HEARffer HEARffer HEARffer HEARffer HEART GT GT GT GT Grantsrantsrantsrantsrants
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
local non-profit organizations, indi-
vidual artists and scholars to apply
for funding from the 2004 Union
County HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant Program.

Recognizing the importance of cul-
ture and the arts to the economy and
quality of life, the Freeholder Board
established the HEART Grants in
1998. The program supports projects
related to history, the arts and hu-
manities, and demonstrates a commit-
ment to the artists and non-profit
groups of Union County.

“The response to the HEART Grant
Program in the past years has been
exciting,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “The recipients are a
wonderful mix of creative people –

poets and writers, historians, paint-
ers, photographers, musicians and
dancers – plus arts, history and other
cultural organizations and civic
groups.”

“The services provided by these art-
ists, scholars and organizations directly
benefit the residents of our county,”
said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board. “These cul-
tural assets are a vital part of commu-
nity life, economic development and
cultural tourism in Union County.”

To request HEART Grant infor-
mation, please contact the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202, by calling (908)
558-2550 or e-mailing
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users
may dial 7-1-1.

Author Suzy Kline Visits
Franklin Elementary School

VISITING WRITER…Children’s author Suzy Kline participated in the annual
Visiting Author Day at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield on March 3
and 4. Pictured, left to right, are: fourth graders Kieran Windorf, Rebecca
Dorward and Analisa Lopez during a book-signing sesson.

WESTFIELD — Suzy Kline, the
author of more than 45 children’s
books, visited students at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield on
March 3 and 4.
The Franklin School Parent

Teacher Organization (PTO) annu-
ally sponsors Visiting Author Day.
Ms. Kline has written several picture

books and many children’s book series,
including: “Horrible Harry;” “Herbie
Jones;” “Mary Marony;” “Orp;” “Song
Lee;” and “Molly Zander.”
With assistance from Franklin

School librarian Debra Stern, Ms.
Kline met with small groups of stu-
dents in the library during her two-
day visit. She discussed the inspira-
tions for her stories and her writing
process, and invited teachers and
staff to act out scenes from her books.

Ms. Kline advised students to al-
ways carry small notebooks in order
to jot down ideas for stories. The
Franklin PTO heeded this advice
and bought small notebooks for all
the students in the school.
On both Visiting Author Days, Ms.

Kline spent her lunchtime talking
with students specially selected from
their classrooms to meet with her.
She also autographed her books that
the children had purchased.

Extra Education News

Daniel Seeger Spends
Break in Georgia

WESTFIELD – Hamilton College
in Clinton, N.Y. has reported that
Daniel Seeger of Westfield is par-
ticipating in the school’s Alternative
Spring Break program this month.
He will travel to Broxton Rocks
Nature Preserve in Southeast Geor-
gia. During the week,  he will dig up
and move plants, clean up trash and
clear and maintain trails.

A sophomore at Hamilton, Daniel
is the s o n of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield. He is also a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Katherine Walker Spent
Fall Term in England
SCOTCH PLAINS – Katherine

Walker of Scotch Plains, a junior at
Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania,
spent the fall 2003 semester studying
at Lancaster University in England.

Danielle Fried to Participate
In Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD – Danielle Fried,
a resident of Westfield and a mem-
ber of Westfield High
School’s Class of 2005,
has been chosen to par-
ticipate in the National
Student Leadership
Conference (NSLC), a
leadership develop-
ment program for out-
standing high school
students.

While attending
NSLC, she will join ap-
proximately 8,000 high school stu-
dents from across the United States
and 45 countries in studying, expe-

riencing and developing the skills
and traits that define and identify

a leader.
Danielle will also at-

tend special workshops
and classes where she will
study distinctions of lead-
ership and learn from no-
table guest speakers.

Currently, Danielle vol-
unteers her time at the
Westfield Community
Center, where she will
work as a counselor this

summer. She is also being recruited
to play soccer at various colleges
upon her graduation.

Danielle Fried

Nina Sado of SP Tapped
For Who’s Who Edition

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Metro-
politan Campus of Fairleigh
Dickinson University in Teaneck has
reported that senior and Scotch Plains
resident Nina Sado is among the
students featured in Who’s Who
Among Students in American Uni-
versities and Colleges.

Nina was chosen by the campus
nominating committee and the edi-
tors of the annual directory based on
her academic achievements, service
to society, leadership in extra-cur-
ricular activities and her potential
for continued success.

According to university represen-
tatives, Nina maintains a high aca-
demic average while holding mem-
bership in campus activities.

A student in Fairleigh Dickinson’s
Accelerated Dental Program in con-
junction with the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry in New Jersey,
Nina majors in biology with a minor
in chemistry.

She is a recipient of the President’s
Award for Educational Excellence,
the Besson Family Memorial Schol-
arship Award, the State of New Jer-
sey General Assembly Award, and
the Fairleigh Dickinson University
Campus Service Grant.


