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MACNEIL HELPS BREAK 5 WESTFIELD HS RECORDS

Blue Devil Girls Shatter Nine
WHS Indoor Track Records

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In many instances, other than
sports, the bar of achievement gets
lowered in order to reward medioc-
rity; however, it was not the
case with this year’s Westfield
High School (WHS) indoor
track girls. The bar of achieve-
ment, instead, was elevated
in a big way as the Blue Dev-
ils shattered nine WHS girls
indoor track records.

Figuring in five of those
records was junior Emily
MacNeil. Individually, she
broke WHS records in the
300 meters with a time of
44.2 and the 800 meters at
2:18.4 when she placed fifth
at the Meet of Champions
(MOC). Junior Annie Onishi,
seniors Mika Cruz and Jennell
Carter, and MacNeil set the
WHS record in the sprint re-
lay. MacNeil, sophomore Meg
Driscoll, Carter and Onishi
established the new WHS
record in the 4x400 meters
with a time of 4:07.4 at the
MOC and Onishi, sophomore
Mariam Becker-Cohen,
Driscoll and MacNeil set the
WHS record in the 4x800.

During the Union County
(UC) relays on January 5,
which the Blue Devils won
and placed in the top-4 in
every event, seniors Alison
Petrow with a heave of

31’10.5” and Caroline Sheridan with
a toss of 32’4” broke the WHS record
in the shot put relay a total distance
of 64’2.5”. Junior Britany
Mironovich at 4’10” and senior

Amanda Nehring at 4’8” set a new
high jump relay record at 9’6”.

Individually, senior Ja’net Tiller
set a new WHS 55-meter dash record
with a 7.4 and Petrow set a new shot

put record with a 35' 3.75"
toss.

In addition to winning the
UC relay title, the girls won
the UC (individual) champi-
onships and represented them-
selves well in several presti-
gious meets, including the
Group 3 championships.
MacNeil placed fourth in the
800, and MacNeil, Driscoll,
Carter and Onishi placed fifth
in the 4x400 to qualify for the
MOC. Onishi placed ninth in
the 800 and Petrow and
Sheridan placed seventh and
ninth, respectively, in the shot
to qualify as wild cards for the
MOC.

Onishi, Driscoll, senior
Deenie Quinn and MacNeil
placed fourth at the Eastern
States Championships. In the
sprint medley relay, MacNeil,
Onishi, Cruz and Carter
placed first in the UC relays.
MacNeil won the UC 800-
meter title for the third con-
secutive year and Onishi and
Driscoll made it a 1-2-3 sweep
in the event. Onishi, MacNeil,
Driscoll and Cruz also placed
first in the 4x400.

“This was the greatest in-

COCO NETS 360 PTS; KORF, COCO NET 128 RBD EACH

Blue Devil Boys Finish With
Best Hoop Season Since 1977

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The words “Blue Devils” in the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team’s nickname signifies “heat”
and this year’s Blue Devils finished
with a 16-8 record, the best since
1977, and were competitive in nearly
every game. Interestingly, the real
“burn” came with five of their eight
losses.

Two of those burning losses came
at the hands of rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, featuring 6’7” Lance Tho-
mas and 6’9” Derrick Caracter. In
the first, the Raiders held on to grasp
a thrilling, 65-61 victory before a

packed house in Westfield on De-
cember 23. The second came on Janu-
ary 31 in Scotch Plains where the
Raiders clung to a 60-56 victory.

On January 6, with 35 seconds
remaining, then No. 14 Linden took
advantage of a Westfield slip then hit
a jumper with one second left to sting
the Blue Devils, 45-43. On January
13 in Westfield, No. 18 Elizabeth
outlasted the Blue Devils, 65-61.
The final burn came in the Union
County Tournament when Westfield
rallied to take a five-point lead with
2:20 remaining then turned ice cold
to allow Summit to seize a 48-43
victory.

The Blue Devils did have a 56-46
win over Summit in the Butch Kowal
Tournament in Rahway on Decem-
ber 29 and got revenge on Linden
with a victory on February 3.

“We were very competitive and
played with everybody except South
Plainfield who led from start to fin-
ish,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly. “We had players who
could execute the plan and be com-
petitive with the top teams in the
state.”

Senior guard Jan Cocozziello ex-
ecuted the game plan very well and
led the team in scoring with 360

MINEO GETS 4TH; SILBER, 5TH; TOMASSO MAKES TOP-12

Francavilla Finishes Second
At State Wrestling Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School matman, senior Derek
Francavilla (127-lbs), led a band of
four Raiders into the NJSIAA State
Wrestling Tournament at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City on March 12-
13-14 and returned home a second-
place medalist. Raider junior Steve
Mineo (132-lbs) took fourth-place
honors and senior Andrew Silber
(173-lbs) grabbed fifth place. Raider
senior Eric Connolly was defeated in
the preliminary round and Westfield
High School senior Lee Tomasso
(154-lbs) finished in the top-12, just
missing the medal round by one bout.

Region 3, where the Raiders and
Blue Devils compete, represented
itself very well, claiming four cham-
pions. Jimmy Conroy of South
Plainfield won at 105-lbs, Mike Grey
of Delbarton won at 114-lbs, Darrion
Caldwell of Rahway claimed the 121-
lb crown and Mike Gatti of Watchung
Hills captured the 162-lb crown.

Francavilla, in quest of being the
first Raider to win a state champion-
ship in nearly, four decades, made
his first move toward fulfilling that
quest by dominating Tom Roberto of
Notre Dame, 8-2, in the pre-
quarterfinals. The Raiders had three
state champions in the mid-1960s
under Head Coach Mike Sorrentino,
a Union County Wrestling Hall of
Famer. According to Sorrentino,
“Steve Parker won at 148-lbs in 1963,
Harry Wowchuck won at 141-lbs in

1964 and Rudy Lanza won at 135-lbs
in 1965”.

In the quarterfinals, Francavilla
controlled Ron Hickman of South-
ern Regional, 6-1. In the meantime,
the two top-seeds, Bryan Nunziato
of Bergen Catholic and Joe
Bubenheimer of Woodbridge were
bounced into the wrestlebacks.

“He’s rolling along. He’s got a
good situation going,” commented
Raider Head Coach John Scholz af-
ter receiving news that Bubenheimer
and Nunziato were defeated. “He’s
looking good! He had another nice
victory today.”

Aware of the situation, Francavilla
commented, “I was going to wrestle
the same match no matter who I
faced. I was ready to wrestle them. I
did my part. They just didn’t do
theirs.”

In the semis, Francavilla scored a
first-period takedown on Jerome
Greco of Newark Academy then
added an escape and a crucial
takedown in the third period to seal
the bout, 5-1, and advance to the
championship.

“My coaches told me that I just
needed to break a couple of walls
down. I must have done the right
things, because I caught fire and
rolled through these guys,” com-
mented Francavilla who added,
“When I saw the score, 3-1, I knew it
was the match right there when I got
that last takedown.”

In the title bout, Francavilla was
locked in a 5-5 tie with Nick Bridge

of Absegami at the end of regulation,
but Bridge scored a takedown fol-
lowed by a two-point nearfall late in
overtime to win 9-5.

Mineo received a 7-6 shock from
Chris Cartella of Clearview in the
pre-quarterfinals but came back with
a vengeance in the wrestlebacks.
Against Cartella, Mineo was hang-
ing onto a three-point lead and fig-
ured he could just run the clock out,
but two stall calls later and a last
second slip behind by Cartella cost
Mineo the bout.

Beginning the long trip back,
Mineo won a 9-1, majority decision
over Shawn Putnam of Raritan then
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HIS WAY INTO THE 127-LB FINALS…Raider Derek Francavilla, left, arm drags Jerome Greco of Newark
Academy and grapevines his leg in an effort to slither around behind in the 127-lb semifinal bout. Francavilla won, 5-1,
to advance to the title bout.

Steve Kim (Image One Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE 800 METERS…Blue Devil Emily
MacNeil, right, set a new WHS record in the 800 meters.


