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Westfield Bd. of Education 2004-2005 Budget
Recapped; Community to Vote on April 20

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield school district’s to-
tal budget for the 2004-2005 school
year tallies $71,710,802, a 6 percent
increase over the 2003-2004 budget
of $67,661,004.

The 2004-2005 spending plan,
which was approved by the Westfield
Board of Education at its public
meeting on March 2, is the sum of an
operating budget of $69,449,416 and
a debt service of $2,261,386. The
debt service is money owed on the
Westfield High School (WHS) Bond
Referendum that helped to make a
number of improvements to the

school last summer. The money owed
on the referendum is not part of what
Westfield citizens will vote on when
they take to the polls on Tuesday,
April 20.

The community will vote whether
or not to approve the operating bud-

get, the various areas of which have
been the topics of the board’s meet-
ings since the middle of January.

The Special Education portion of
the operating budget calls for
$13,572,504 in funds, a 6.51 percent
overall increase over the 2003-2004

budget of $12,742,414.
In particular, the proposed budget

approves a 9.45 percent increase in
spending for students with special
needs whose educational needs can
only be met at out-of-district schools.
The board attributes this increase in
spending to a concordant increase in
enrollment. The cost of in-district
classes will rise by 7.62 percent, and
other related services will rise 6.93
percent.

The board was able to lower the
cost of the district’s Child Study
Team and the cost of the Special
Education Department’s administra-
tion by a total of 8.92 percent. Spe-
cial Education is the largest single
expenditure in the board’s approved
budget.

Another area of importance in the
2004-2005 spending plan is the ath-
letics budget, which will be increased
by 5.37 percent. Particularly note-
worthy is the increase in funding for
the WHS Ice Hockey team. Last
year’s budget was the first time the
school district gave the team any
funding, and the proposed 2004-2005
budget more than doubles that fund-
ing, to $12,462.

Additionally, the board announced
its commitment to fund all of the
WHS Ice Hockey team’s expenses,
with the exception of ice time, which

Geese Management Program Dominates County
Meeting; Patterson Reveals Freeholder Candidacy

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As expected, the Board of Chosen
Freeholder meeting held on March 11
consisted of one topic and one topic
only – geese. Many angry residents
came out to express their outrage at
the proposed geese management pro-
gram, while several people offered
their support for the proposal.

According to Union County offi-
cials, the geese management pro-
gram aims to control the overabun-
dance of geese in all county parks. A
similar program was implemented
last year, but that program involved
the gassing of excess geese. There
are no plans to do that this year.

A small and peaceful protest was
staged before the meeting outside of
the Union County Administration
Building. Approximately 15 people
held signs and marched along the side-
walk, and there was even someone
dressed up in a full goose costume.

Kerri Blanchard, a Rahway resi-
dent and the apparent leader of the
“pro-geese” movement, came to the
meeting armed with self-conducted
research. Like prior meetings, she
proceeded to verbally attack the Free-
holder board for their plans to cut
back on the geese. Ms. Blanchard
had used the Open Public Records
Act to obtain information on previ-

ous geese management programs,
and she was livid at what she discov-
ered upon receiving the information.

“I was absolutely shocked at the
minimal efforts made at any non-
lethal efforts made to control the
geese,” exclaimed Ms. Blanchard.

She also detailed the contents of a
letter sent by the Fish and Game
Department in 1999 to Union
County. In that letter, says Ms.
Blanchard, the department tested
goose fecal matter and discovered
that “zero percent of the adult geese
in our county parks were infested
with anything. Zero percent.”

“I submit to you that when you do
actual testing on actual geese from
this county, and those results come
back disease-free, you have no
grounds to call geese an imminent
public threat,” opined Ms. Blanchard.

Other members of the public voiced
their opinions as well. Bruce
Blanchard compared the gassing of
geese to “gassing the children,” and
Thomas Kiernan of Garwood sug-
gested that Union County follow the
example of Oyster Bay, Long Island.

According to Mr. Kiernan, in Oys-
ter Bay, the street sweepers have a
special adapter aimed at cleaning up
goose droppings.

“Oyster Bay has never extermi-
nated geese, and does not plan to,”

explained Mr. Kiernan.
However, there was some support

for the goose management program,
which Freeholder Chairman Estrada
pointed out would not involve gas-
sing the geese this time around.

Rahway resident Scott Harris ex-
pressed the opinion that while geese
are beautiful animals, there definitely
is a problem in county parks.

“I have been involved with Rahway
soccer for a long, long time, and I
would say in the last 15 years, the
goose population has gotten really out
of control,” commented Mr. Harris.

He added that his concern extended
beyond athletics, to aspects such as
family picnics and children playing in
the grass, which is full of goose feces.

“Someone has to take control of
the situation and lower the geese
population,” said Mr. Harris.

Vincent Lehotsky of Rahway took
the time to address another, more
personal, issue, connected to the geese.

Mr. Lehotsky – who stated he was
pro-geese – has apparently become
the target of critics on the NJ.com
“Rahway Forum.” He said that the e-
mail address on the pro-geese flier is

the name of the anonymous person
that “was harassing my wife, harassing
my son, harassing my son’s dog Barney
that passed away, and harassing me.”

“So I guess while they (the pro-
geese group) support these dog ha-
rassment programs…the people who
pass out this flier support harassing
Vinnie Lehotsky programs as well,”
expressed Mr. Lehotsky.

He also commented on the distri-
bution of the fliers, pointing out rather
astutely that the people handing out
the fliers should change their target
audience.

The fliers have been distributed to
people in many neighborhoods, most
notably Rahway. However, as Mr.
Lehotsky put it, “if they (the distribu-
tors) had any brains, they would be
passing these fliers out in the parks,
directly to the people who are directly
responsible for feeding the geese.”

County Manager George Devanney
detailed the decision behind the geese
management program, explaining that
Union County has tried a number of
other programs with little or no suc-
cess. He added that the geese popula-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY SERVICE...Members of the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield spent last Saturday working at the recycling center in Fanwood to
earn money for their charity programs and to serve the community.

                               Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A FAIR VIEW…Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Sullebarger, Public Relations for Fairview Cemetery; Dean
Talcott, caretaker of the Fanwood Nature Center; Richard Ralph, Executive Director of Fairview Cemetery; Dr. Tom
Ombrello, Professor of Botany at Union County College, and Barbara Vincentsen, Chairwoman of the Grounds
Committee for Fairview Cemetery. They met to discuss the future planning for the cemetery, since the cemetery has been
accepted as an Institutional member of the American Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta.

Westfield BOE Meeting
Rescheduled for Mar. 23

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Board of Education
meeting originally scheduled
for Tuesday, March 16, has been
postponed due to inclement
weather to Tuesday, March 23,
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The agenda will include dis-
cussion of the district’s pro-
posed strategic plan and the
tentative 2004-2005 school
budget, with focus on technol-
ogy initiatives.

MS Hires Architectural Firm for Initial
Planning Phase of Community Center
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, the governing body
of the Borough of Mountainside
unanimously passed upon first read-
ing a resolution concerning hiring
the architectural firm of Feitolwitz
and Kosten of Livingston for the
preliminary phase of planning for
the borough’s community center.

Mayor Robert Viglianti announced
that the firm is for now just doing the
initial phase of the project for a fee of
$8,000. The mayor also noted that
the new community center will be
located on a piece of property owned
by the borough on Mountain Av-
enue, called the Barnes Tract.

In other business, the mayor and
council passed a resolution approv-
ing a new traffic design for Mountain
Avenue and New Providence Road.

During last week’s meeting, Mayor
Viglianti noted that the county has
asked the borough to consider losing
three parking spaces on Mountain
Avenue between Sherwood Parkway

and Valley National Bank to re-align
lanes at the light. The county wants
to make a right turn only lane in
addition to a lane going straight.

The mayor had stated that the down-
side was that businesses in the down-
town area would lose three parking
spaces, but noted that he had wit-
nessed many “near miss accidents
because of people staying in the right
hand only-lane and then deciding that
they want to go straight at the light.”

The mayor said the county wants
to accomplish the project in the sum-
mer.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution that Michael
Disco, Jr. would be appointed as a
part-time Assistant Engineer at an
annual salary of $15,000, retroactive
to January 1, 2004.

In addition, another resolution was
passed that John Damato has been
appointed as a temporary Building
Inspector at an hourly rate of $25.
The council also passed a resolution
appointing Councilman Bob Messler

as a representative to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board.

In other business, a resolution was
unanimously passed authorizing the
sale of three surplus vehicles. Coun-
cilman Keith Turner noted that the
vehicles included a 2001 Ford Crown
Victoria with 79,930 miles; a 1989
Chevrolet Caprice with 88,100 miles,
and a 1991 Ford Explorer having
131,023 on it.

Council Examines $5.5 Mil.
Capital Improvement Budget

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Discussion to craft this year’s capi-
tal budget became heated at some
points, and went late into the night
on Tuesday.

Capital projects are currently pro-
posed to total $5,497,771, which Fi-
nance Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse called the “most aggres-
sive capital plan in years.” Last year,
the capital budget totaled approxi-
mately $2.1 million.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea, the monies will have
to be bonded because the town has a
lack of cash on hand. This would
increase the debt service next year
by $500,000.

Contention arose among members
of the council when discussing the
capital requests from the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC). The
DWC had originally requested over $2
million for various downtown improve-
ment projects, which the Finance Com-
mittee cut to $1.57 million.

According to Mr. Gildea, the DWC
has agreed to pay the town back for
a portion of the projects by increas-
ing its assessment to downtown prop-
erty owners.

The proposed projects include a
downtown tree plan ($400,000), a
lighting plan ($460,000), sidewalk
replacement ($550,000) and telecom
interduct ($25,000).

Discussion began when Third Ward

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca raised
concern that crosswalk improve-
ments to the intersection of North
and Central Avenues, totaling
$100,000, would be futile because of
potential improvements to the inter-
section as recommended in the re-
cent traffic study.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said that she has heard a lot from
residents regarding the pavers that have
been put in the downtown. She ques-
tioned, “Is that what we want to do?”

Mayor Gregory McDermott raised
concern that the council may hurt the
downtown with the amount of con-
struction going on, such as the South
Avenue Circle project, the proposed
parking decks and the proposed side-
walk replacement. He used the City
of Summit as an example, stating  the
municipality hurt its downtown busi-
ness owners when it did its beautifi-
cation project.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana spoke in support of spend-
ing the money, and said that the
“kind of conversation I’m listening
to at this table is absolutely ludi-
crous.”

Councilman Ciarrocca said that
he would rather see money spent on
roads and fields than on cosmetic
improvements.

Councilman Echausse said that he
has heard criticism for the pavers at
Elm and East Broad Streets. He said,
“If you ask me, I say defer it.”

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst said that the DWC is also
asking for a large capital project in
its request for the parking deck.

Other items in the capital budget
include $860,000 for a lighted syn-
thetic turf field at Sid Faye and Houlihan
Fields, as well as a study for a larger
field. The Recreation Department is
also requesting $125,000 for replace-
ment of the lights at Tamaques Park
and $74,750 for the repair of the
Tamaques Park tennis courts.

Various road improvements total
over $1 million. Last year, the council
spent $600,000 for road improve-
ments. The town will receive state aid
for the repaving of Rahway Avenue.

In the First Ward, Orenda Circle,
Roanoke Road, Stanley Oval,
Channing Avenue and Ramapo Way
will be repaved. Wychwood Road,
West Court/Sandra Circle and Can-
terbury Lane will be repaved in the
Second Ward. Summit Avenue,
Westfield Avenue and Clover Street
in the Third Ward will be repaved. In
the Fourth Ward, Sandy Hill Road,
Tice Place, Montauk Drive and Green
Briar Court will be done.

Additionally, $250,000 is ear-
marked for sewer/drainage improve-
ments, which include allowing resi-
dents on Springfield Avenue, who
currently have septic systems, to hook
into the sewer line.

The library has requested $79,780
for a new roof and lighting replace-
ment, which is done every three years.

There is also a $200,000 request
for parking pay stations. According
to Parking Director Captain John
Morgan, the new machines would be
installed in the parking lots behind
Baron’s Drug Store, across from the
post office, the North Avenue train
station lot and will replace existing

Mayor to Sign Agreement
With Society for Reeve House

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s regular meet-
ing of the Westfield Town Council,
the governing body approved a reso-
lution allowing the mayor to sign an
agreement with the Westfield His-
torical Society for the Reeve House.
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
abstained from the vote because he is
a member of the society.

Edgar Reeve, who passed away
in 2002, willed the Mountain Av-
enue house to the town, stipulating
that it be used for non-profit or
government use.

The town and the society will
enter into an 18-month lease, dur-
ing which time the society will
attempt to raise the funds needed to
convert the house into office, stor-
age and museum space.

According to Historical Society
President Don Mokrauer, renova-
tions will cost at least $500,000.

The only assistance the society is
requesting from the town is for land-
scaping and snow removal.

In other business, Nelson Place
resident Sharon Stockwell voiced
her concern that the plans for the
parking deck on Prospect and Elm
Streets is still too large. She noted
concerns with the number of rental
units and stated she and her neigh-
bors “find that to be unacceptable.”

In other business, the council
approved the municipal budget on
first reading. A public hearing and
final vote will be held on Tuesday,
April 20.

The operating budget totals
$29.97 million. Operating expenses



Page 10 Thursday, March 18, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Absentee Ballot Deadline
Nears for BOE Election

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents who will not be in town for the
School Election on Tuesday, April
20, from 2 to 9 p.m., may download
an application form for an absentee
ballot from www.lwvnj.org or
www.njelections.org.

The application form can be printed,
filled out, signed and mailed to the
Union County Clerk no later than
Tuesday, April 13. Absentee ballot
applications can be brought in person

by 3 p.m. on Monday, April 19.
Applications are also available at

the Westfield Board of Education
Business Office at 302 Elm Street
and in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. These forms are not actual bal-
lots, but applications for the ballots.

For more information about
Westfield Public School District’s
2004-2005 school budget, please
visit 302 Elm Street or
www.westfieldnj.com.

accounts for 80 percent of the team’s
total costs.

Other additions to the athletics bud-
get include a new varsity softball coach
and varsity football coach at WHS.

The technology portion of the
district’s budget will rise from
$1,453,607 in the 2003-2004 budget to
$1,647,470 in the board’s approved
2004-2005 budget, an increase of 13.34
percent. Leases on a number of the
district’s computers came to term this
year, and new equipment needed to be
leased to replace it.

The district’s elementary schools will
see 125 computers replaced at the third
grade levels, and three computers will
be purchased for each library. The
district’s intermediate schools will see
28 computers replaced in each Tech-
nology Lab. Edison Intermediate
School will receive 36 new science
computers, and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School will receive 42.

The biggest expenditure in the tech-
nology budget is the purchase of 150
new laptop computers for the faculty at
WHS. The need for the new computers
and the training associated with them
has come under fire at recent board
meetings. Partly as a result of the
board’s insistence that the matter be
looked over carefully, the budget allot-
ment for training on the new laptops
was cut in half. The funds from this
action were then re-allocated to the
athletics budget to help fund the new
coaches.

The Capital Projects section of the
budget includes temporary classrooms
at the elementary level, as well as a
partial ceiling replacement at Edison
Intermediate School.

The board considered making the
track at WHS a budget item, but instead
agreed to seek a bond referendum in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education
2004-2005 Budget Recapped

tion has become too burdensome to
control using other methods, and that
this program will ensure a greater suc-
cess in controlling the number of geese
in county parks.

He also offered to meet with the various
groups to explore additional alternatives to
geese population control.

“By no means has the county stopped
using…non-lethal methods (to control
the geese),” stated Mr. Devanney.

In other news, Bruce Patterson of
Garwood declared that he would be
seeking the Republican nomination to
run for one of the freeholder seats in the
upcoming elections. Mr. Patterson de-
clared that one of his main issues will
pertain to the budget, commenting that
he did not see the need for an increase in
the budget.

“I would offer a challenge to the Free-
holder board to try and keep the budget
increase to zero…I think that would show
some concern to the taxpayers of Union
County,” stated Mr. Patterson.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who an-
nounced he will be running for re-elec-
tion, found it interesting that Mr.
Patterson would propose a zero percent
budget increase. He offered Mr.
Patterson the chance to take further ac-
tion on his proposal.

“If you’re saying that the county
should have a zero…increase, I think
the first thing you better be prepared to
do is to tell a lot of the county employees
that they are going to be out of a job,”
said Freeholder Sullivan.

Also in response to Mr. Patterson’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geese Management Program
Dominates Freeholder Meeting

comments, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella remarked that the budget
meetings have been open to the public,
and that the directors have done a supe-
rior job preparing their individual bud-
gets. Yet, said Freeholder Mirabella,
Mr. Patterson has not attended any of
the budget meetings.

“Silly season has begun in March,”
Freeholder Mirabella joked.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, MARCH 9
* After being stopped for a motor

vehicle violation, Jose Delsol, 37, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the 400 block
of North Avenue, East, and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

* Joseph Massett, 33, of Garwood was
arrested on charges of burglary and theft
for allegedly stealing electrical wire af-
ter entering a locked garage in the 500
block of Downer Street. He was being
held on $10,000 bail, with a 10 percent
cash alternative.

* Jonathan Debevoise, 20, of Westfield
was arrested following a motor vehicle

stop at South Avenue and Sussex Street
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was released on his own recognizance.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
* Antoine Sanford, 25, of Newark was

charged with possession of a fraudulent
insurance card after being arrested at
South and Central Avenues on an active
contempt of court warrant issued by the
Cranford Municipal Court. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
* A three-quarter length black leather

coat was reported stolen from a profes-
sional building located on South Av-
enue, East.

Westfield Stamp Show
Draws Over 100 Visitors

September to finance both the track
repairs and a turf field at the same
location.

The main expenditure in the curricu-
lum portion of the budget is $200,000
for new textbooks that contain up-to-
date information on world events, sci-
ence, and technology. This part of the
budget also contains new initiatives for
teachers at all grade levels that are
designed to help Westfield students
perform better on yearly assessment
tests.

The approved 2004-2005 budget
calls for four new general education
teachers, one new resource center
teacher, and one new guidance counse-
lor, all at WHS.

The approved budget calls for a 6.08
percent increase in the tax levy, which
determines how much Westfield resi-
dents are taxed to fund the school
district’s budget. The total proposed
tax levy is $65,163,192, which comes
to a tax of $6,390 on the average prop-
erty value of a home in Westfield. For
budgetary calculations, the board used
a flat average property value of
$180,000. Each homeowner pays $3.55
on every $100 of the value of his or her
home.

While the above numbers may seem
ungainly and abstract in their financial
impact, each Westfield homeowner can
determine how much he or she will pay
towards the school’s budget by divid-
ing the assessed value of one’s home
by 100, and then multiplying that num-
ber by 3.55. The result of that calcula-
tion is the amount of money, in dollars,
that a homeowner will pay towards the
2004-2005 school district budget if it is
approved.

The annual school board election
takes place on Tuesday, April 20, from
2 to 9 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Stamp Club held it’s annual show this
past Saturday at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal building. Admission was free
and more than 100 individuals, old
and young, took advantage of the op-
portunity to see exhibits of rare and
strange stamps from around the world.
A wide variety of philatelic items
from the six dealers were available for
purchase.

One of the highlights of the show
proved to be the two presentations
given by noted collector and author
Steven Rod. He spoke to youngsters
and their parents about how to get
started in a hobby, which is both edu-
cational and enjoyable. Mr. Rod
showed how the show theme, “Stamp
Collecting – A Family Activity” can
become a reality. Thanks to the coop-
eration efforts of the Westfield Stamp
Club, the Mystic Stamp Company,
Stamp Collector Magazine and the
Westfield Board of Education, there

was a standing room only for both the
morning and afternoon sessions. All
of the children who participated re-
ceived free stamps, catalogues, and
other material to start them on their
way.

Adults who stopped collecting
stamps after their childhood also vis-
ited the show and a number of them
signed up as new members of the club.

Two nationally accredited phila-
telic judges evaluated the exhibits. A
variety of awards were presented. The
club also held a drawing for two free
one-year subscriptions to the bi-
weekly Stamp Collector which where
donated by the magazine.

The club meets on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month, except July August.
The next meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, March 25 at 8 p.m. A talk about
one of the greatest names in American
Stamp collecting will be given.

Visitors are welcome. Please call
(908) 232-0539 for more information.

Candidates Night Scheduled
For SP-F Board of Education

Councilman Turner noted that the
third vehicle was a confiscated truck
from a large fraud investigation six
years ago which has been used by the
police department ever since.

Finally, in other business, the borough
passed upon first reading an ordinance to
place a stop sign at Woodacres Drive and
Whippoorwill Way.

The next Mountainside meeting will
be held on Tuesday, April 12, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
* A Shirewood Lane resident reported

that they were having a party and an
uninvited guest had arrived. The guest
was asked to leave and upon exiting the
home the person kicked out a basement
window.

* A Clydesdale Road resident reported
that the rear window of his 2004 Infinity
FX3 was smashed. The incident occurred

sometime between 1:30 and 8:30 a.m.
* A Longfellow Road resident re-

ported that while his business vehicle
was parked in a lot on Jerusalem Road
someone entered the side door of his
equipment trailer by prying the latch and
removing numerous pieces of landscap-
ing equipment. The incident occurred
sometime between March 11 from 5
p.m. and 7:45 a.m. on March 12.

Nature of Call:
Cardiac
Cardiac Arrest
Motor Vehicle Accident
Burns
Maternity/GYN
DOA
Lift Assist
Fire
Choking/Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Amputation
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Chest Injury
Diabetic Related
Gastro Intestinal Distress
Illness - other
Injury - other
Head/Nack Injury
Poisoning
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Spinal Injury
Stroke
Fracture (suspected)
Syncope
Unconscious
Behavioral Emergency
Pre-Arranged Transport
TOTAL

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for February 2004

13
2
10
1
1
2
12
1
1
1
1
5
1
2
12
20
9
12
2
35
2
7
6
22
9
2
7
1

199

EMT Volunteer Hours: 2,750
Dispatch Volunteer Hours: 254

Historic Preservation Comm.
Sponsors WF Student Contest
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Historic Preservation Commission will
host its Annual Youth Contest for stu-
dents in third, fifth and eighth grades in

the Westfield school district, as well as
Westfield High School U.S. History
students.

Contest entries will be accepted for
essays, art and creative writing to reflect
the following topic: “Why do we want
to preserve Westfield’s architectural his-
tory and what should we preserve?”

Curriculum for students in those
grades and classes includes a study of
New Jersey and/or the town of
Westfield.

Prizes will be awarded for each grade
level. Entries should be sent to: Claire
Gray, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, 07090 or call
(908) 789-4041 for more information.

In addition to the contest, the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission is
donating a copy of its book, “Town of
Westfield, New Jersey: Design Guide-
lines for Historic Sites and Districts” to
each library in the Westfield Public
Schools.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) Council will sponsor the
Board of Education Candidates’ Night
on Monday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m.

The forum will be held in the Board of
Education Meeting Room, located in the
District Administration offices at Ever-
green Elementary School, Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Candidates’ Night provides an oppor-
tunity for the community to see and
assess all of the school board candidates
together, prior to the election on Tuesday,
April 20.

Two candidates are running to fill the
two vacant seats for Scotch Plains: in-
cumbents Craig Nowlin and Lance Por-
ter. One candidate, Seamus Dolan, is
vying for the vacant Fanwood seat.

A representative from the Westfield
League of Women Voters will moderate

the forum. After making introductory
remarks, candidates will respond to ques-
tions submitted by PTA Council and
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Junior Statesmen
Association.

The evening will also provide an oppor-
tunity for questions from the audience.

For community members who are un-
able to attend, the forum will be pre-
sented on Channel 34. Scheduling infor-
mation will be posted on the school
district’s website, www.spfk12.org.

The school board election and vote on
the school budget will take place on
Tuesday, April 20. The polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m. in both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

For more information about Candi-
dates’ Night, please contact Gale Miller,
PTA Council Vice-President, at (908)
889-7934.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Budget

     Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER STORM…On Tuesday, the local area was hit with yet another
storm. Pictured, above, Westfield residents go about their normal routine
despite the snowy weather.

are up 8.9 percent over last year, with
insurance costs rising 19.8 percent. Ad-
ditionally, the town has to contribute
$155,630 to the police and fire pension
funds for the first time in several years.

On the average assessed home of
$177,500, taxes will increase $213, or 15
percent, for the municipal portion of tax
bills. Municipal taxes make up 16.1
percent of the total tax bill.

Last year, municipal taxes increased
by 6 percent, which equaled a $75 in-
crease to homeowners.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss potential litigation with
the New Jersey Builders Association.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

WINNING SPELLERS…The winners of the Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s 18th Annual Spelling Bee Final posed with Kathleen Daly,
Assistant Vice-President and Branch Manager from the Town Bank of
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, with Ms. Daly are: David Schaefer, Kayla
Krasnoo, Candace Hwang, Daniel Fitzpatrick and Patrick Bergen.

Spelling Bee Winners Told
By Junior Woman’s Club
WESTFIELD – The Junior

Woman’s Club of Westfield held its
18th Annual Spelling Bee Final at
Westfield High School (WHS) on
February 4.

Approximately 134 students
from the fourth and fifth grades in
the Westfield school district com-
peted in January to reach the final
round in February.

Out of 20 students remaining, the
top five winners were Patrick Bergen
(First Place) of Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, David Schaefer (Sec-
ond Place) of McKinley Elemen-
tary School, and runners-up Daniel
Fitzpatrick of Wilson Elementary
School, Kayla Krasnoo of Wash-
ington Elementary School, and
Candice Hwang of Wilson School.

These five students went on to

compete in the district competi-
tion on February 18.

The Junior Woman’s Club
thanks the participating students,
as well as guest judges Commu-
nity Editor of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Suzette Stalker and
Westfield Board of Education
member Julia Walker.

The WHS Maintenance Depart-
ment helped organize the event,
while The Town Bank of Westfield
contributed a $50 savings account
to the First Place winner of the
final competition. The Town Book
Store in Westfield contributed a
$15 gift certificate to the Second
Place winner. The McDonald’s in
Garwood donated free coupons to
the competitors.

machines in the lot behind the Rialto
Theatre. He said the machines would
be able to accept dollars and change
and will have smart card technology.

Members of the council will review the
items and discuss them again at a future
meeting before adopting the budget.
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Candidates Night Scheduled
For SP-F Board of Education

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) Council will
sponsor the Board of Education
Candidates’ Night on Monday,
March 29, at 7:30 p.m.

The forum will be held in the
Board of Education Meeting Room,
located in the District Administra-
tion offices at Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Candidates’ Night provides an
opportunity for the community to
see and assess all of the school
board candidates together, prior to
the election on Tuesday, April 20.

Two candidates are running to
fill the two vacant seats for Scotch
Plains: incumbents Craig Nowlin
and Lance Porter. One candidate,
Seamus Dolan, is vying for the
vacant Fanwood seat.

A representative from the
Westfield League of Women Vot-

ers will moderate the forum. After
making introductory remarks, can-
didates will respond to questions
submitted by PTA Council and
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Junior Statesmen Association.

The evening will also provide
an opportunity for questions from
the audience.

For community members who
are unable to attend, the forum
will be presented on Channel 34.
Scheduling information will be
posted on the school district’s
website, www.spfk12.org.

The school board election and
vote on the school budget will take
place on Tuesday, April 20. The
polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
in both Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

For more information about Can-
didates’ Night, please contact Gale
Miller, PTA Council Vice-Presi-
dent, at (908) 889-7934.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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New Environmental Commission
Chairman Tells of Plans for 2004

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Brian Doyle, the new chairman of
the Scotch Plains Environmental
Commission, says his goal this year
is to broaden the group’s activities
and exposure “so that people know
that Scotch Plains has an Environ-
mental Commission.”

Mr. Doyle, who joined the Com-
mission four years ago and took over
as Chairman in January from Joanne
Ryan, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times recently that the
group was a bit hindered in the past
because of membership turnover and

a lack of people interested in joining.
Now, with the complement of nine
members, he can focus on “giving it
a more public face,” by expanding
the activities in which it is involved.

The commission’s primary func-
tion is serving as an advisory board
to the Township Planning Board.

“We look at plans for upcoming
applications to the (planning) board,”
Mr. Doyle said. “We look at the
environmental impact those projects
have and make comments to the board
that are then used at their meetings.”

The commission also sponsors an
Earth Day Poster Contest for local

students and is involved with an en-
vironmental club at Park Middle
School.

The commission is also looking to
possibly work on joint projects with
other local entities, such as the Town-
ship Recreation Commission and the
Township Library, as well as more
involvement with local schools in an
effort “to raise the commission’s pro-
file.”

Mr. Doyle believes this is possible
because “we’ve got full membership
and fresh blood” as well as, he added,
“the full support of the Township
Council.”

One item on the group’s agenda
this year, he said, is attempting to
hire a tree planner, to be paid with
grant funding, to “evaluate the health
of the trees in town and make recom-
mendations for how to care for them
and maintain them.” Mr. Doyle said
he is also hoping to get a grant to use
in conjunction with the middle school
environmental club.

The commission normally meets
on the third Monday of each month
at the Municipal Building on Park
Avenue.

Back in 1999, the commission,
then led by Marcia Anderson, re-
quested that the Township Council
approve the creation of a Shade Tree
Commission, but the governing body
at the time was unenthusiastic, citing
various liability and regulatory power
concerns. Mr. Doyle told The Times
that “for right now, we’re not going
to go into that” this year. Instead, he
said, he wants the commission to
focus its energies on “trying to do
good things for the town.”

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

As expected, the Board of Chosen
Freeholder meeting held on March 11
consisted of one topic and one topic
only – geese. Many angry residents
came out to express their outrage at
the proposed geese management pro-
gram, while several people offered
their support for the proposal.

According to Union County offi-
cials, the geese management pro-
gram aims to control the overabun-
dance of geese in all county parks. A
similar program was implemented
last year, but that program involved
the gassing of excess geese. There
are no plans to do that this year.

A small and peaceful protest was
staged before the meeting outside of

the Union County Administration
Building. Approximately 15 people
held signs and marched along the side-
walk, and there was even someone
dressed up in a full goose costume.

Kerri Blanchard, a Rahway resi-
dent and the apparent leader of the
“pro-geese” movement, came to the
meeting armed with self-conducted
research. Like prior meetings, she

proceeded to verbally attack the Free-
holder board for their plans to cut
back on the geese. Ms. Blanchard
had used the Open Public Records
Act to obtain information on previ-
ous geese management programs,
and she was livid at what she discov-
ered upon receiving the information.

“I was absolutely shocked at the
minimal efforts made at any non-

lethal efforts made to control the
geese,” exclaimed Ms. Blanchard.

She also detailed the contents of a
letter sent by the Fish and Game
Department in 1999 to Union County.
In that letter, says Ms. Blanchard, the
department tested goose fecal matter
and discovered that “zero percent of
the adult geese in our county parks

Fred Rossi for The Times
CHECKING PLANS…The Scotch Plains Environmental Commission met last Monday to review Planning Board
applications and to hear a brief presentation from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Pictured
above, from left to right, are: Dominick Bratti, Brendon McNamara, Cathy Budzinski, Chairman Brian Doyle and Cindy
Lea Weber.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
COMMUNITY SERVICE...The Fanwood recycling center is busy last Saturday
during the windy March day. Members of the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield helped out at the recycling center to earn money for their charity
programs and to serve the borough.

Geese Management Program Dominates County
Meeting; Patterson Reveals Freeholder Candidacy

S. Plains Council Expected
To Introduce SID Ordinance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will likely introduce an ordinance
in early May that will create a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) for
the downtown area, about 11 months
after the first substantial discussions
about a SID were held.

Earlier this month, the 10-member
steering committee ended six months
of discussions and submitted to the
Council a report containing its rec-
ommendations for the creation of a
SID. The SID will encompass retail
and commercial properties on Park
Avenue from Route 22 to the Fanwood
border, East Second Street, Front Street,
Terrill Road between East Second and
Front Streets, Westfield Avenue be-
tween Park Avenue and Union Avenue
and the blocks of Bartle Avenue, For-
est Road, Church Street, Grand Street,
Mountain Avenue and Sunset Place
adjacent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front
Street and Terrill Road will not be
assessed in the SID’s first year of
existence. Residential properties will
be exempt annually.

The SID’s budget, which will total
about $78,000 in its first year, will be
funded via a six-tiered flat rate for-
mula, in which properties valued up
to $100,000 would pay $250; prop-
erties between $101,000 and
$200,000 would pay $550; those
valued between $201,000 and
$300,000 would pay $800; proper-
ties between $301,000 and $750,000
would pay $1,250; those valued be-
tween $751,000 and $2 million would
pay $1,500; and properties valued
above $2 million would pay $2,000.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
who served on the committee as the
council’s liaison, said at the council’s
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening that she wanted the govern-
ing body to take action on the SID by
the end of May because “the mo-
mentum is there.”

She first asked for an ordinance
introduction on Tuesday, April 27,
but other council members, noting
that the township budget hearing was
set for that same evening, suggested
introducing the SID ordinance at the
council’s Tuesday, May 11, meeting,
with a public hearing set for Tues-
day, May 25.

Mayor Martin Marks said the “only
question remaining” is the level of
support from the business commu-
nity for the SID concept. He said he
hoped that supportive business and
property owners will appear at the
May 25 public hearing.

“They have to demonstrate not
necessarily unanimity,” he said, “but
a substantial number have to come
out and support it.”

Councilwoman Malool warned
that there would likely be a number
of downtown business and property
owners at the public hearing who
will express opposition to, or skepti-
cism about, the SID. This was the
case during the steering committee’s
deliberations, especially its final

meetings in late February. Then, af-
ter most of the SID’s parameters had
been set, several property owners
appeared and expressed opposition.

Mrs. Malool told the council she
was concerned that her colleagues
would be swayed at the public hear-
ing by a small but vocal number of
opponents.

The mayor said, “If it’s important,
the business community has to come
out and support it.”

Council members, who received
the steering committee’s final report
earlier this month, had no questions
or concerns about any of the specif-
ics contained in the report, including
the scope of the SID, its budget,
priorities or its funding formula.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen called it “a step in the right
direction.”

In other business, at the council’s
conference meeting, held during what
was, hopefully, the last snowfall of
winter’s dying days, there was some
discussion of why Scotch Plains Day

was being scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 3. In past years, this one-day
celebration held in the downtown
business district has taken place on a
Saturday.

Council members were curious as
to why the day of the week had been
changed. Normally, it was noted, the
day was held in conjunction with a
high school football game and on a
day when downtown businesses
would be open.

Councilwoman Malool and Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins said
they would speak to organizers to find
out the reasons for the change of day.

The council is expected to intro-
duce a funding ordinance next week
regarding the new communications
tower at the south side firehouse. Mr.
Atkins said he has received a cost
estimate for the new project, which
will replace a decades-old tower with
a modern structure. He said he will
contact the township’s bond counsel
so the funding ordinance can be pre-
pared for introduction next Tuesday.

Four-Point Hike in Municipal Portion
Of Local Property Taxes Slated in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The $19.5 million municipal bud-
get that the Scotch Plains Township
Council will introduce next week
will be financed via a four-point
increase in the municipal portion of
local property taxes — one point
lower than what was initially pro-
posed in late January by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day night, the council held its final
substantive discussion on the 2004
spending plan, with Mayor Martin
Marks saying that the township’s
financial picture was “a little bit
rosier” than seven weeks ago.

Pointing to an improved economy,
a cash surplus nearly double last
year’s level, and a bit higher than was
estimated just two months ago, as
well as the first significant increase
in state aid in three years, the mayor
said there was “a little more wiggle
room” to use some surplus money to
offset the increase in property taxes
this year.

Last year’s township surplus was
about $957,000 — a major factor in
the 18-point municipal tax increase
in 2003. This year, the surplus is

anticipated to total about $1.8 mil-
lion, a few hundred thousand dollars
higher than township officials had
estimated in early January.

Noting the higher increases in the
offing for the county government
and board of education portions of
local property tax bills, Mayor Marks
said that “as much as I’d like to be
able to freeze” municipal property
taxes, “that’s a pretty big stretch”
that would drain too much of the
surplus.

Instead, he favored a three- or four-
point increase, which will be achieved
via additional cuts of $15,000 in the
township’s streets and roads budget,
$20,000 in the police department
budget and $5,000 in the recreation
budget, which will help offset addi-
tional appropriations for sewage fees,
legal services and a required $13,000
township contribution toward a
$117,000 federal grant for new ra-
dios for the fire department. The
approximately $65,000 increase in
state aid and higher surplus will also
help lower the tax increase this year.

Council members quickly came to
a consensus around the four-point
increase with Councilman Frank
Rossi saying it “strikes a fair bal-

ance” while also preserving some
surplus in the event next year’s gov-
erning body faces a difficult year
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                  Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
ANOTHER STORM…On Tuesday, the local area was hit with yet another
storm. Pictured, above, Scotch Plains residents go about their normal routine
despite the snowy weather.
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were infested with anything. Zero
percent.”

“I submit to you that when you do
actual testing on actual geese from
this county, and those results come
back disease-free, you have no
grounds to call geese an imminent
public threat,” opined Ms. Blanchard.

Other members of the public voiced
their opinions as well. Bruce
Blanchard compared the gassing of
geese to “gassing the children,” and
Thomas Kiernan of Garwood sug-
gested that Union County follow the
example of Oyster Bay, Long Island.

According to Mr. Kiernan, in Oys-
ter Bay, the street sweepers have a
special adapter aimed at cleaning up
goose droppings.

“Oyster Bay has never extermi-
nated geese, and does not plan to,”
explained Mr. Kiernan.

However, there was some support
for the goose management program,
which Freeholder Chairman Estrada
pointed out would not involve gas-
sing the geese this time around.

Rahway resident Scott Harris ex-
pressed the opinion that while geese
are beautiful animals, there definitely
is a problem in county parks.

“I have been involved with Rahway
soccer for a long, long time, and I
would say in the last 15 years, the
goose population has gotten really
out of control,” commented Mr. Har-
ris.

He added that his concern extended
beyond athletics, to aspects such as
family picnics and children playing
in the grass, which is full of goose
feces.

“Someone has to take control of
the situation and lower the geese
population,” said Mr. Harris.

Vincent Lehotsky of Rahway took
the time to address another, more
personal, issue, connected to the
geese.

Mr. Lehotsky – who stated he was
pro-geese – has apparently become
the target of critics on the NJ.com
“Rahway Forum.” He said that the e-
mail address on the pro-geese flier is
the name of the anonymous person
that “was harassing my wife, harass-
ing my son, harassing my son’s dog
Barney that passed away, and harass-
ing me.”

“So I guess while they (the pro-
geese group) support these dog ha-
rassment programs…the people who
pass out this flier support harassing
Vinnie Lehotsky programs as well,”
expressed Mr. Lehotsky.

He also commented on the distri-
bution of the fliers, pointing out rather
astutely that the people handing out
the fliers should change their target
audience.

The fliers have been distributed to
people in many neighborhoods, most
notably Rahway. However, as Mr.
Lehotsky put it, “if they (the dis-
tributors) had any brains, they would
be passing these fliers out in the
parks, directly to the people who are
directly responsible for feeding the
geese.”

County Manager George Devanney
detailed the decision behind the geese
management program, explaining
that Union County has tried a num-

ber of other programs with little or
no success. He added that the geese
population has become too burden-
some to control using other methods,
and that this program will ensure a
greater success in controlling the
number of geese in county parks.

He also offered to meet with the
various groups to explore additional
alternatives to geese population con-
trol.

“By no means has the county
stopped using…non-lethal methods
(to control the geese),” stated Mr.
Devanney.

In other news, Bruce Patterson of
Garwood declared that he would be
seeking the Republican nomination
to run for one of the freeholder seats
in the upcoming elections. Mr.
Patterson declared that one of his
main issues will pertain to the bud-
get, commenting that he did not see
the need for an increase in the bud-
get.

“I would offer a challenge to the
Freeholder board to try and keep the
budget increase to zero…I think that
would show some concern to the
taxpayers of Union County,” stated
Mr. Patterson.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who an-
nounced he will be running for re-
election, found it interesting that Mr.
Patterson would propose a zero per-
cent budget increase. He offered Mr.
Patterson the chance to take further
action on his proposal.

“If you’re saying that the county
should have a zero…increase, I think
the first thing you better be prepared
to do is to tell a lot of the county
employees that they are going to be
out of a job,” said Freeholder Sullivan.

Also in response to Mr. Patterson’s
comments, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella remarked that the budget
meetings have been open to the pub-
lic, and that the directors have done
a superior job preparing their indi-
vidual budgets. Yet, said Freeholder
Mirabella, Mr. Patterson has not at-
tended any of the budget meetings.

“Silly season has begun in March,”
Freeholder Mirabella joked.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geese Management Program
Dominates Freeholder Meeting

                  Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
A FAIR VIEW…Pictured from left to right are: Frank Sullebarger Public
Relations for Fairview cemetery, Dean Talcott caretaker of the Fanwood Nature
Center, Richard Ralph Executive Director of Fairview Cemetery, Dr. Tom
Ombrello Professor of Botany at union county College and Barbara Vincentsen
chairwomen of the grounds committee for Fairview Cemetery. They met to
discuss the future planning for the cemetery, since the cemetery has been
accepted as an Institutional member of the American Association of Botanical
Gardens and Arboreta.

Comm. Tower Hearing
To Be Held Next Week

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD -- A hearing before
the Fanwood Planning Board will
be held on Wednesday, March 24,
to discuss the borough’s plans for
a communications tower, Mayor
Colleen Mahr announced at
Monday’s Planning Board agenda
meeting.

This will be a courtesy hearing
only, giving the borough an oppor-
tunity to hear input from the plan-
ning board on this proposal.

The tower, which will be located
on North Martine Avenue, on bor-
ough property, will permit the po-
lice to use and protect the
communication’s system and is esti-
mated to cost the borough $127,000.

The borough sent out notices to
residents within 200-feet prior to
the borough’s first hearing, held
on March 8, and no further notice

will be issued.
The board also reported that the

Master Plan review is underway.
The Master Plan must be revised
once every six years, with 2004
being a sixth year. Proposals from
consultants are currently being re-
viewed and a choice is expected to
be made by the end of the month.

Master Plan subcommittee
chairman, Joseph Higgins ex-
plained that the process will mostly
involve tweaking of language and
clarification of terms, with few
major changes as Fanwood is de-
veloped-out.

A hearing to discuss a variance
for a free-standing sign for Inter-
national Freight Forwarding on
South Avenue will also be held at
the next Planning Board meeting
on Wednesday, March 24, as well
as two hearings involving private
residences.

Gettysburg Honors
Stephanie Heath of SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania has an-
nounced that Stephanie Heath, a
freshman from Scotch Plains, was
placed on the Dean’s Honors List
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment in the spring 2003 term at the
college.

SPFHS DECA Students
Excel at State Conference

DECA STANDOUTS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA stu-
dents Robert Kuchinski and Catherine Milligan celebrate their First Place
finish in the “E-Commerce Business Plan” category at the recent state
conference in Cherry Hill.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) DECA chapter, an associa-
tion of marketing students, garnered
65 awards at their annual statewide
competition in Cherry Hill, also win-
ning First Place awards in five com-
petitive events.

Sixty-two SPFHS students were
among over 1,300 participants from
63 schools in the state, competing in
areas such as financial services, retail-
ing and sports and entertainment mar-
keting.

Senior and DECA President Mike
Hessemer commented, “We were re-
ally pleased with the number of awards
our chapter took home, and I was
definitely impressed with the perfor-
mance of many first-time competi-
tors.”

In the “Free Enterprise Event,” the
team of seniors Mike Hessemer, Ted
Sensor, and junior Jeremy Sanders
won first place for their report on the
government’s role in the free enter-
prise system, which included a visit to
Washington, D.C. to meet with high-
ranking representatives from govern-
ment and private agencies.

Senior Matt Goldberg and juniors
Terrance Charles and Mike Baumwoll
took First Place in the “Civic Con-
sciousness” event for their planning
and execution of various successful
fundraisers, including an art auction
at SPFHS, to raise funds for muscular
dystrophy.

In the “Public Relations” event, se-
niors Katie Bantz and Nick Bruno,
and junior Liz Elko captured First
Place for the group’s work with the
families of the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless and organization of sub-
stance awareness programs for Scotch
Plains middle schools.

In the “Creative Marketing” event,
seniors Sean Colvin, Josh Kay and
Jaime Mannino were awarded Sec-
ond Place was won for their develop-
ment of a new website and promo-

tional program for the Fanwood Rec-
reation Department.

Senior Anne Weber and juniors
Chris D’Annunzio and Dan
Birnbaum garnered a Second Place
trophy for their “Learn and Earn”
project, which involved the re-orga-
nization and upgrade of the DECA
school store.

Seniors Robert Kuchinski and
Catherine Milligan won First Place
for their “E-Commerce Business
Plan.” Terrance Charles received a
First Place trophy for his “Quick
Serve Restaurant Management” role-
play, and Jaime Mannino earned Sec-
ond Place overall in the category of
“Retail Merchandising Management
Level.”

The team of Josh Kay and Ted
Sensor won Second Place in the cat-
egory of “Hospitality Services.” The
Quiz Bowl team of Katie Bantz, Matt
Goldberg, Mike Hessemer and Ted
Sensor were awarded a Third Place
trophy for their outstanding perfor-
mance.

Senior Kurt Bernaba was presented
with an award for his participation in
the “Statewide Civic Consciousness”

project, in which students raised over
$200 for FC squared, a charitable
organization founded by former
SPFHS students to raise money for
cancer research.

Other SPFHS students winning
awards for finishing in the top 10 in
their category included seniors Nick
Bruno, Matt Goldberg, Sean Colvin,
Ryan Breznitsky, and Joe Matrale,
juniors Briana Berry, Lauren Perrotta,
Dori D’Aloisio, John Monti, Sean
Smith, Kyle Rzonca and Chris
Doremus and sophomore Joe
Cepparulo.

Twenty-three SPFHS DECA stu-
dents are now eligible to represent
New Jersey DECA at the
organization’s national competition
to be held in Nashville, Tenn. on
Saturday, May 1.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
* A Shirewood Lane resident re-

ported that they were having a party
and an uninvited guest had arrived.
The guest was asked to leave and
upon exiting the home the person
kicked out a basement window.

* A Clydesdale Road resident re-
ported that the rear window of his
2004 Infinity FX3 was smashed. The
incident occurred sometime between
1:30 and 8:30 a.m.

* A Longfellow Road resident re-
ported that while his business ve-
hicle was parked in a lot on Jerusa-
lem Road someone entered the side
door of his equipment trailer by pry-
ing the latch and removing numer-
ous pieces of landscaping equipment.
The incident occurred sometime be-
tween March 11 from 5 p.m. and
7:45 a.m. on March 12.

SP-F Scholarship Foundation
Slates ‘Dollars For Students’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation will conduct its 37th annual
“Dollars For Students” residential
canvass on Saturday and Sunday,
April 17 and 18.

The organization is seeking con-
tributions to provide financial assis-
tance to deserving Scotch Plains and
Fanwood student residents in their
post-high school education.

Approximately 110 local high
school pupils will be making door-
to-door solicitations and manning
stationary locations throughout
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also adminis-
ters scholarships sponsored by 25
local individuals and organizations,
as well as administering the capital
of 23 established scholarship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
foundation has administered
$1,177,295 in scholarships for the

benefit of local students. Last year,
$106,150 of financial aid was ad-
ministered by the foundation to 100
of the students who applied.

This year, the screening commit-
tee is in the process of evaluating
144 applications from local high
school and college students. With
community donations to enhance the
“Dollars For Students” awards —
which the organization hopes will
total $24,500 – a total of $99,350 is
planned to be given for the 2004-
2005 academic term.

The house-to-house canvass and a
direct mail effort are the foundation’s
only fundraising efforts for its “Dol-
lars For Students” scholarships.

Residents who are not contacted
in person by a student or who do
not find an envelope by their door,
may send donations to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
07023.

akin to last year.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

agreed, saying, “These are very un-
certain economic times.” She favored
the four-point rather than three-point
increase “just for safety’s sake” and
to avoid the possibility of a repeat of
last year’s 18-point tax hike.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool also
favored the four-point increase, say-
ing it would preserve some surplus.
“It makes sense economically” in
planning for the future, she said.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said
she was “comfortable with” the four-
point increase, noting that it would
mean less than a $50 increase for the
average household.

If the budget passes, after the pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, April 27, it
would mean that property tax rates
for the municipal portion of property
taxes would increase from $1.24 per
$100 of assessed value to $1.28 per
$100. Currently, the average home
in Scotch Plains is assessed at
$120,000 and has a market value of
$360,000 to $400,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Four-Point Hike

VISITING READER…Scotch Plains Police Officer Al Sellinger helped stu-
dents at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrate the 100th
birthday of Dr. Seuss by reading to them during his March 2 visit.

Students Mark 100 Days
At Brunner Elementary

SMARTER EACH DAY…Pre-Kindergarten students Isaac Velasquez and
Kate Weideli at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains pose with some of
their 100 Day crafts.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Pre-Kinder-
garten students at Brunner Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated their 100th day of school on
March 9.

The pupils began counting the days
on the first day of school in Septem-
ber. They planned a celebration to
mark that they are 100 days smarter.

The children decorated headbands,
crafted necklaces with 100 Cheerios,
and made booklets to mark the 100th
day. Each class baked a cake and
counted out 100 candles to place on
the top.

Parents helped the students work
at stations, which included counting
out 100 treats to fill a goody bag,
filling a grid with 100 stamps, and
decorating strips of paper measuring
100 inches long.

Evan Flath Receives
Honors at Skidmore

SCOTCH PLAINS – Evan Flath, a
member of the Class of 2004 at
Skidmore College in Sarasota
Springs, N.Y., earned highest honors
for the fall semester. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. James Flath of Scotch
Plains.
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Chase Personal Financial ServicesSM goes to great lengths to help you grow and

protect your assets – by putting the world-renowned financial resources of Chase

and JPMorgan* at your command. You’ll discover a whole new approach to

managing your money. From the everyday banking expertise of Chase to the

sophisticated investment advice of JPMorgan,* our unique team approach offers

integrated solutions to help you manage your financial life more effectively. And

for a limited time, at our Westfield branch, we’ll give you even more – an exquisite

vacation package at your choice of over 500 fine hotels. Just deposit a minimum

of $100,000, not currently held by Chase or its affiliates, in an existing or new

Chase checking account with direct deposit. Don’t delay. This offer is only valid

until March 31, 2004.

A few days in paradise.
A lifetime of financial expertise.

Enjoy a luxury stay at your choice of over 500 exclusive hotels
around the world with a minimum deposit† of $100,000.

To learn more, call Slavica Coto,
Chase Personal Banker, at 908.233.9789 or ask for her

at our Westfield branch at 302 East Broad Street. 

*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through JPMorgan Investments, a
division of Chase Investment Services Corp. (CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an
affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

Securities are:

NOT FDIC INSURED May Lose Value No Bank Guarantee

www.chase.com/pfs

† Vacation vouchers will be awarded 3 months after date of deposit; account must be open and
$100,000 balance must be maintained to receive vacation voucher. Vacation voucher is valid
for one consecutive 3 day/2 night stay at a choice of over 500 hotels for 2 adults and 2
children, is non transferable and valid for one year from date of issue. Limit one per
household. Offer expires March 31, 2004. Restrictions apply.

© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

Deposits are subject to FDIC insurance. 

MEETING OF THE MINDS…Mayor Steve Lonergan of Bogota in Bergen
County, second from right, meets with Fanwood Councilman Stu Kline, left;
Board of Education candidate Seamus Dolan, second from left, and Councilman
Andy Calamaras at the March Fanwood Republican Club meeting.

Stender Urges Restoration
Of Money for Firefighters

Historic Trust Announces
Grant Monies Available

SCOTCH PLAINS – In response
to hundreds of millions in proposed
federal budget cuts to firefighter aid
programs, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender has sponsored Assembly
Resolution 138, which urges the Presi-
dent and Congress to restore federal
funding to local fire departments.

“Firefighters are our first respond-
ers in an emergency,” said Assem-
blywoman Stender. “Adequate fund-
ing for training and necessary equip-
ment is vital to insure an affective
response to a crisis. This severe lack
of funding will cripple their ability
to protect the citizens of this nation.”

In 1999, the United States Con-
gress passed the Firefighter Invest-
ment and Response Enhancement
(FIRE) Act establishing a grant pro-
gram designed to help firefighters
reach the necessary level of prepared-
ness in terms of personnel, training,
equipment and infrastructure. The
proposed federal budget reduces the
FIRE Act funding by $250 million
dollars. In addition, the proposed bud-
get completely slashes funding for
the Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Resources Act (SAFER).

Ultimately, $800 million dollars
will be cut from firefighter assis-
tance programs.

“I hope that the federal govern-
ment will maintain its commitment
to fire services, not just in words or in
photo ops, but with the resources that
fire operations are in desperate need

of to maintain the safety of not only
New Jersey, but America as a whole,”
said Bill Lavin, President of the
Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation.

“New Jersey is particularly in need
of improved training and equipment
due to its proximity to New York
City, international airports, large
population, and the presence of large
sea ports, chemical companies and
refineries that are possible targets of
future terrorist attacks,” said Assem-
blywoman Stender.

A national survey conducted by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency exposed several weaknesses
in fire departments throughout the na-
tion. Many fire departments cannot
meet the four person minimum for an
internal attack on a structure fire. Of
those firefighters who are involved
with a structural fire, many lack formal
training specialized for the task. For-
mal training is also lacking in
firefighters who are involved with emer-
gency service delivery, hazardous ma-
terial calls, and technical rescue.

Additionally, 57 percent of fire
stations have no back up power, 50
percent of all fire trucks are at least
15 years old, most departments can
only provide 50 percent of respond-
ers on a shift with a portable radio,
one in every three firefighters do not
carry a self-contained breathing ap-
paratus, and tens of thousands of
firefighters lack protective clothing.

TRENTON – The New Jersey His-
toric Trust recently released guide-
lines and applications for the fourth
round of funding under the Garden
State Historic Preservation Trust
Fund. This funding will provide at
least $12 million for historic preser-
vation projects throughout the state.

“It is in the historic sites we seek to
preserve today that New Jersey’s
foundations were set,” said Gover-
nor James McGreevey. “By preserv-
ing these sites, we are creating per-
manent reminders of our history that
we can reflect upon, as well as mea-
sure how far we’ve come.”

“This grant round is yet another
example of how Governor
McGreevey and this administration
are working to preserve our past for
future generations to enjoy,” said
Susan Bass Levin, New Jersey His-
toric Trust Board Member and De-
partment of Community Affairs Com-
missioner. “The distribution and use
of these monies ensures that we will
share New Jersey’s history for years
to come.”

Applicants may apply for two types
of grants. Historic Site Management
Grants, which fund building studies,
construction documents and preser-
vation plans, range from $5,000 to
$50,000.

Capital Preservation Grants, which
fund repair, restoration, rehabilita-
tion, adaptive use and improved ac-
cessibility of historic properties, in-
clude Level I Grants ($5,000 to
$50,000) and Level II Grants (50,001
to $750,000). All grants require
matching funds.

Since 2000, nearly $25 million in
matching grants has been awarded to
147 projects throughout the state for
preservation planning, repair and
restoration projects.

Eligible properties are listed, or
are eligible for listing, in the New
Jersey or National Register of His-
toric Places. Eligible applicants are
non-profit organizations or units of
county or municipal government.

Applications are due Monday, May

3. Applications and guidelines are
available on the New Jersey Historic
Trust’s Web site at www.njht.org/
library.htm. To request an applica-
tion by mail, call (609) 984-0473 or
e-mail: njht@dca.state.nj.us.

On Monday and Tuesday, April 5
and 6, the Trust will host Applicant
Clinics, which are 30-minute private
consulting sessions between an ap-
plicant and a Trust staff member.
Call (609) 984-0473 to schedule a
meeting.

Created by the State Legislature,
the New Jersey Historic Trust is a
nonprofit historic preservation orga-
nization affiliated with the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs. Gov-
erned by a 15-member Board of Trust-
ees, the Trust promotes the preserva-
tion of New Jersey’s historic resources
by encouraging cooperative efforts
between public and private agen-
cies, providing financial assistance
and accepting easements on historic
properties.

WF Old Guard to Welcome
Seton Hall U. Professor

Wohlrab Chosen to Replace
Scutari on Freeholder Board
GARWOOD – The Union County

Democratic Committee unanimously
selected John Wohlrab to fill the un-
expired term on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“I’m honored to join a Democratic
team that has worked so hard to
improve the lives of Union County’s
working families,” Mr. Wohlrab said.
“I pledge to join with our freeholders
to preserve open space, to continue
to ensure fiscal responsibility and to
continue the economic progress of
our communities.”

Mr. Wohlrab fills the un-expired
term of Nicholas Scutari, who was
elected to the New Jersey State Senate.

“John is vibrant and energetic and
is a great addition to our team,” said
Charlotte DeFilippo, Union County
Democratic Committee Chair-
woman.

“As a father of three children and
a businessman in our county, no one
has a greater stake in our county’s
future prosperity,” said Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada. “We look
forward to working with John.”

Mr. Wohlrab currently lives in Hill-
side, but will be returning to Linden

upon the completion of construction
of his home there.

He is a long-time community ac-
tivist in Linden, where he has been a
coach of the Linden Police Athletic
Leagues and the Linden Recreation
Leagues.

Mr. Wohlrab has been the sponsor
of the Deerfield Elementary School
annual graduation picnic and was an
organizer of the Mayor’s Humanitar-
ian Committee in the City of Linden,
which provides aid to those in need.

He also served for 14 years as a
member of the Alcoholic Beverages
Control Commission in the City of
Linden, including 12 years as its
chairman.

Mr. Wohlrab is a Magna Cum
Laude graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity where he earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration.
Mr. Wohlrab works as the Director of
Government and Municipal Rela-
tions for Waste Management, Inc., a
publicly traded company and the larg-
est solid waste management com-
pany in the world.

WF Chamber to Host
Identity Theft Program

WESTFIELD – On Thursday,
March 25, at 6 p.m. at the Westfield
“Y,” the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce will present a program
on identity theft.

This program will educate attend-
ees on how to protect themselves
from fraudulent practices. Guest
speakers will include representatives
from government, education, busi-
ness and the legal profession.

The program is free, but seating is
limited. To reserve space contact the
Westfield Chamber office at (908)
233-3021.

Earth Day Activities
Planned in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Clean
Community Committee has an-
nounced that Saturday, April 24, will
be the annual cleanup.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30
a.m. at the south train station parking
area and will be assigned to clean a
specific area. The work should be
completed by noon.

Earth day T-shirts, work gloves
and garbage bags will be furnished to
all participants.

Public Works Director Ray Manfra
chairs the committee and is joined
by Bob McCarthy, Greg Cummings,
Pam Sayles, Linda Talcott and Dean
Talcott.

The committee is working in con-
junction with the Fanwood Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Volunteers are asked to notify the
Fanwood Public Works Department
in advance by calling (908)-322-
7404. Walk-ins are also welcomed.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Old Guard will host Dr. Drew
Gangelosi, a graduate professor at
Seton Hall University, at its Thurs-
day, March 25 meeting.

Dr. Gangelosi, who holds a Doc-
toral degree from the University of
Iowa, will speak on “Brain Pleasures.”

He has been involved for the past
34 years in counseling in the areas of
relaxation, stress management and
interpersonal communications, and
counseled rescue workers following
the September 11 attacks.

The Westfield Area Old Guard, a
social organization of retired men,
meets every Thursday in the Kellogg
Room of the Westfield ‘Y,’ located at
220 Clark Street.

A coffee and social hour takes
place from 9 to 10 a.m., followed by
a business meeting from 10 to 10:30
a.m. Next comes the weekly guest
speaker, with adjournment at about
11:30 a.m. Visitors are welcome.

Interested individuals may also call
Director Mike Gadol at (908) 232-

6222 or George Ryan, Membership
Chairman, at (908) 232-8094 to learn
about Old Guard activities.

Schundler to Speak at
FW GOP Club Meeting

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Repub-
lican Club will continue its very popu-
lar and successful guest speaker series.

The March speaker was Steve
Lonergan, the three-term mayor of
Bogota in Bergen County. The April
guest will be Bret Schundler, former
two-term mayor of Jersey City and
candidate for Governor in 2001. Mr.
Schundler will share with Fanwood
Republicans, his very successful
strategies in reining in the cost of
government in Jersey City and his
similar plans for cutting taxes and
spending statewide.

The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. in
the Fanwood train station. All dues
paying members and their families
are invited.
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Assembly OKs Transfer
Of Development Rights Bill
TRENTON – The General Assem-

bly passed legislation Assembly Ma-
jority Leader Joseph Roberts Jr.,
Deputy Speaker Jerry Green, As-
semblyman Reed Gusciora, and As-
sembly Assistant Majority Leader
Linda Greenstein sponsored to cre-
ate a mechanism for municipalities
to accommodate growth and pre-
serve open space through transfers of
development rights.

The bill (A-2480) would permit
adoption of municipal transfer of
development rights (TDR) ordi-
nances. Such local laws would en-
able towns to shift a developer’s rights
to build from one area of town to
another. This would enable a com-
munity to steer development away
from environmentally significant
areas and channel it into another area
of town.

A TDR ordinance would need to
consider a municipality’s projected
growth, capacity and preservation
needs over the next 10 years, as well
as delineating what portions of a
community should be considered as
sending and receiving areas for
growth.

“TDRs are practical mechanisms
for controlling growth so open space
can be protected while still enabling
new housing construction and other
development in different areas of a
community,” said Assemblyman
Green (D-Union).

Under the measure, municipali-
ties that adopt TDR ordinances would
be required to work with their re-
spective county to coordinate on re-
gional development objectives. Prior
to adopting a TDR ordinance, a mu-
nicipality would be required to have
had its initial petition for plan en-
dorsement approved by the State

Planning Commission, either as an
individual municipality or as part of
a county or regional plan. The plan
endorsement would be in effect for a
period of 10 years.

Municipalities adopting ordi-
nances would be required to have a
capital improvement plan and a util-
ity service plan element for the des-
ignated receiving areas. They also
would be required to conduct real
estate market analyses prior to adop-
tion.

TDR agreements have been used
in other areas of the country to pre-
serve and protect open space, natural
resources, farmland, and urban areas
of historical importance. More than
20 states have enacted or amended
statutes to accommodate the TDR
concept.

The measure passed 65-10-4. It
now goes to the Senate for further
consideration.

COMPLETING TOUR OF DUTY…Former Westfield resident Lieutenant
Jonathan Walsh, left, recently was awarded the U.S. Navy Commendation
Medal for his exemplary actions as a port security officer at Ash Shuaiba,
Kuwait.

Union County Democrats
Endorse Slate for Office

ROSELLE PARK – The Regular
Democratic Organization of Union
County, Inc. endorsed its slate of
candidates for the upcoming elec-
tions, backing candidates that are
reflective of the communities
throughout Union County.

The following candidates were
endorsed by the screening commit-
tee: Steve Brozak of Westfield for
District 7 Congressional seat. He
served as a Lieutenant Colonel in
U.S. Marine in the Mid-East fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001 at-
tacks against our country. Mr.
Brozak runs a Westfield-based in-
vestment banking firm that spe-
cializes in working with bio-tech
research companies.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, the long-
est serving sheriff in the state of
New Jersey, will seek reelection.
Sheriff Froehlich has supervised
dramatic crime reductions during
his term and is recognized for run-
ning the most efficient sheriff’s
office in New Jersey.

Surrogate James LaCorte will
seek reelection this November. He
is one of the most active surrogates
in the state of New Jersey and is
recognized for his extraordinary
efforts to better educate the public
about wills and estate planning by
speaking to community groups
throughout Union County.

Incumbent Freeholder Dan
Sullivan will be joined on the ticket
by three newcomers. Freeholder
Sullivan is an Elizabeth resident
who has served on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders for nine years.

Bette Jane Kowalski, a profes-
sional writer and editor will seek a
term on the Freeholder Board. Ms.
Kowalski serves on the Cranford
Public Library’s Board of Trustees
and has worked with the League of

Women Voters and the Cranford
Historical Society as well as serv-
ing as a campaign manager for lo-
cal Democratic campaigns.

Freeholder Candidate Adrain
Mapp is the Plainfield City Coun-
cil President and has served on the
council for six years. He is a certi-
fied public accountant and works
as the Associate Director of Strate-
gic Planning for Bristol-Myers
Squibb Co.

Candidate John Wohlrab is a Lin-
den native and was selected by the
committee to fill the unexpired term
of Senator Nicholas Scutari on the
Freeholder Board. He is expected
to be sworn into office next week.

19122 Wyatt Pinot Noir 2002 $14.99
"Ripe, Lush, fruit-driven Pinot with a big, round mouthfeel and a rich finish."

12156 Heba Morellino di Scansano 2002 $19.99
"This sangiovese-based wine is aromatic, with a most pleasing, soft lushness"

11628 S. Molettieri Irpina Rosso 2001 $19.99
"Dense ruby/purple colored with a distinctive licorice, floral, and black fruit-
scented nose with truffles, earth, and spice in the background"

15567 Colli Ripani Rosso Piceno 2001 $11.99
"a smooth blend of the  montepulciano and sangiovese grapes, loaded with
spicy cherry fruit, and great balance. "

15004 Hirsch Gruner Veltliner #1 2002 $11.99
"Tasty, bright and expressive with pronounced white fruit and limey notes"

18880 Gunderloch Riesling Dry 2002 $18.99
"Peach, mango, lemon and floral aromas. willowy, elegant and expansive on
the palate"

18879 Pietra Porzia Frascati 2002 $11.99
endowed with the intense and fruity fragrance and flavor of white fruit and
flowers.

15484 Laurona Monstant 2000 $23.99
"luscious raspberry and blackberry fruit flavors, and the texture is smooth and
opulent."

17524 Ch. Beauchene Cotes du Rhone 2001 $13.99
"Medium-bodied, with plum, red berry, earth and spice"

19002 Armador Carmenere 2002 $11.99
"Uncommon ripeness and purity, with blackberry and cassis fruit offset by
intriguing cedar, mineral and truffle notes"

19123 Bodegas Olivares Altos de la Hoya 2002 $11.99
"Well-balanced, firm and polished, with sweet plum, toasty oak and mineral
flavors "

18884 Ch. Coupe Roses Minervois 2001 $16.99
"Medium-bodied, complex, and structured, this wine ís pepper-laced, spicy, deep
blackberry-flavored character cries out for a thick, juicy steak."

13290 Alliance Shiraz 2001 $18.99
"fresh, medium-full bodied style with a supple-sweet blackberry/fruit core and
spice tones"

16263 Ch. Martinens Margaux 2000 $33.99
"Vibrant aromas of crushed berries, cherries and licorice"

19094 Hanenhoff Proprietary Red Blend 2001 $21.99
"deep ruby/purple color in addition to pure notes of black currants, espresso,
chocolate, and wood."

10223 Lengs & Cooter Riesling 2001 $17.99
"Intense lime and lemon juice flavors explode at the front of the mouth, followed
by a long, slatey middle palate of translucent brightness"

17336 Jean C. Thevenet Macon Pierreclos 2002 $19.99
"Crisp, clean and delicious... "

12160 Ambra Rosato 2002 $  9.99
"Full of strawberry and spice,great structure and a long crisp finish"

19003 Sequoia Grove Chardonnay 2001 $19.99
This extremely elegant Chardonnay is a lovely amalgam of richness and finesse.

10275 C. Pianrosso Brunello di Montalcino 1998 $ 53.99
"Full-bodied, with big, silky tannins and loads of exciting fruit"

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 908-232-8700
www.townandcountrywine.com

All prices in this ad are valid 3/18/2004 -3/24/2004
Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m.

Sign Up for Our E-mail Newsletter
TODAY!

Get the latest news and information on sales, hot
new wine releases, wine trends and gourmet 

specialties! Simply go to our website...
www.townandcountrywine.com

and enter your e-mail address! All items are available at our Westfield location, please contact other stores for product availability. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not
include sales tax. All wines are 750ml unless otherwise noted. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004

Free Delivery
call

908-232-8700

Spring Food Festival
Saturday, April 10, 2004 

11:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.

20 Great Wines You Should Try

25% Discount
Coupon

on a Case of Wine or More
(Not valid on sale items, must present coupon for discount.

Valid 3/18-3/24)

Amazing Spring Savings!
Blackstone
Merlot $7.88
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004. No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Amazing Spring Savings!
91 Points Wine Spectator

Ch. Souverain
Chardonnay $11.88
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004. No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Amazing Spring Savings!
Lizards Bay
Shiraz $3.99
(Valid 3/18/2004 to 3/24/2004.No limit, while supplies last.
Valid only when presented with this coupon.)

Mark your Calendar!
Live Music, Gourmet Food Tastings,

Unbeatable Sales!

Wine of the Month Club 2004
Join Today... call 908-232-8700 or online at

www.townandcountrywine.com... begin an adventure in wine!
Every month different and exciting wines delivered to your door!

Perfect for the Wine Lover, Collector or as a Gift!

WF Mayor McDermott Gives
Redevelopment Project Status

WESTFIELD – Recently, people have
been asking the Town Council what we
have been doing about the parking rede-
velopment plans in downtown Westfield.
Most of the 2004 year has been spent
with our committees working on the
2004 budget, planning projects for the
year and allowing our three new council
members the opportunity to become ac-
quainted with their new responsibilities.

After three months, we feel we can redi-
rect our energy back to this parking project.

Throughout this project, the most fre-
quently asked questions the council re-
ceives on this subject are; where are we,
who are our partners, what steps have
been taken to build the decks and how
will the public stay engaged? I would
like to address these issues to clarify our
current positions.

The town has hired HKT Nassau to be
the developer on this project. As of today,
HKT has presented to both the council
and the residents, design plans to build
two parking structures in the downtown.

One structure will be located at the
South Avenue train station (lot #3) and
the second structure will be located across
from Trader Joe’s on the north side of
town (lots #1 & 8). These structures will
be a combination of a parking garage and
a mixed use of residential and retail space.

The reason behind this combination
of decks with the residential and retail
space is to allow the town the opportu-
nity to generate revenue to pay back the
cost of these facilities without any addi-
tional tax dollars from the residents.

Granted, HKT Nassau is our partner,
but they are in the development business
to make a profit; we recognize this.
However, the job of each member of the
council is to make sure that Westfield
gets the best project, at the best price.

To help us in our decision making
process, we have hired an outside attor-
ney who specializes in redevelopment
law and Desman Associates for engi-
neering review and construction man-
agement services to assist the town as we
oversee all the design plans, financial
projections and negotiations associated
with the building of these projects.

To date, the engineering firm of
Edwards & Kelcey was hired to do a
complete traffic study encompassing the
entire area surrounding the parking struc-
ture sites on both sides of town along
with the neighboring artery roads. Our
goal is to see what traffic impact these
two facilities will have on the town and
the quality of life issues for the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

The traffic study was started last Octo-
ber so it would allow us to get the best
possible count before the holiday shop-
ping season really began. Due to the
complexity and science of traffic studies,
the town hired an independent traffic firm
of Keller & Kirkpatrick to do a peer
review of the Edwards & Kelcey report.

On Tuesday, March 2, Edwards &
Kelcey made their initial presentation to
the Town Council during our public meet-
ing. This presentation gave the council
and the public their first opportunity to
learn about how the traffic study was
conducted and the initial findings. Spe-
cific questions from the public have
been submitted to both Edwards & Kelcey

and Keller & Kirkpatrick and these ques-
tions will be addressed at a public pre-
sentation. This presentation will be given
to both the council and the public on
Wednesday, March 31 in the Council
Chambers.

While the traffic study was being done,
all geotechnical, topographical, survey and
Phase I and Phase II environmental work
on the two sites was also being done. The
town has to know what, if any, environ-
mental issues we are dealing with includ-
ing old gas or oil tanks, contaminated soil,
etc.

These results of the technical and
environmental work have been finalized
and will be reviewed by the Town Coun-
cil in the coming weeks at a public
meeting. The town is responsible for
cleaning up any problems, whether we
build the parking structures or not; and
any problems that may arise will be
corrected.

On Tuesday night, during our confer-
ence session on March 9 the council
requested that Bob Powell of HKT
Nassau address the council with an up-
date on the new design plans based on
the various charretts that were held dur-
ing the summer and fall months. Spe-
cific issues were then discussed includ-
ing the height of the structures, the
amount of retail space being developed
and the number of residential units that
would be built.

Would they be apartments, condos or
a mix of both? How many affordable
housing units would be included? When
will we review in detail the R. Reading
School Impact report which addresses
the question of how many school age
children could move in to these new
residential units and how will the town
financially support them? Based on the
discussions of this meeting, HKT will
report back to entire Council on these
questions/concerns and will also address
the most important issue of cost.

Until this point, the council and the
residents have not had any in depth dis-
cussions concerning the financials of this
project because all numbers could only
be based on hypothetical models. As a
council, we realize how important these
numbers are and how they will drive the
project.

Now, HKT has specific issues, which
the council and the residents need ad-
dressed. We can now receive estimates
on the cost for construction based on
how big the structures will be and how
many parking spaces the decks can sup-
port. We will know how much revenue
the town should receive and how we will
finance the project. We will know the
results of the traffic studies and the
impact on our downtown and surround-
ing neighborhoods. We will know how
the environmental analysis impacts the
project and what steps will be necessary
to remedy the situation.

Having this information will give the
council and the residents the ability to
make intelligent and constructive deci-
sions about the future of these projects
and the future of our downtown. As
always, the Town Council welcomes
your input on this project, and we will
continue to hold our meetings in public
to keep all of you informed.

Governor to Address
County AARP on Friday
WINFIELD — Governor James

McGreevey will discuss the senior
initiatives in his FY 2005 budget at
an AARP town meeting on Friday,
March 19. The Governor will arrive
at 12:30 p.m., deliver his remarks
and take questions from the audi-
ence.

The town meeting will begin at 11
a.m. at the John F. Buckle Center, 25
½ Roosevelt Drive in Winfield. Also
making remarks will be Senator Nick
Scutari, Assemblyman Gerry Green
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

A complimentary lunch will be
served at noon. Seniors interested in
attending should RSVP to AARP at
(609) 452-3920.

The News on the ‘Net
goleader.com

County GOP Sets
Its Candidate Slate

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Ron Frigerio, Chairman of the
Union County Republican Party,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
most of their slate for the upcom-
ing elections in the county were
chosen last Saturday.

The GOP candidates seeking
election for Union County Free-
holder are Mr. Joseph Renna of
Cranford, Mr. Frank Arena of
Westfield, Mr. Bruce Patterson of
Garwood and Mrs. Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood. Mr.
Michael Panagos of Westfield is
the Republican candidate for
County Surrogate. As of this time,
no GOP candidate for County Sher-
iff has been selected.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle be-

hind the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Mental Health Assoc. of Union County

As a Community of SUV’s, We Must
Reduce Gasoline Consumption Now

Westfield Reader Is Outraged By
Inappropriateness of A&E Column

Westfield’s Redevelopment Plans
To Face Financial Showdown

Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott and the
town council are nearing the moment of decision
on the redevelopment and parking deck plans. It
seems that the mayor is solidly behind the idea,
yet it’s hard to judge the position of the indi-
vidual councilpersons.

We understand that there is considerable con-
cern by some of the town leaders that the finances
just don’t work. A bond of about $30-35 million
as well as a hefty yearly operating expense (about
2 percent of facility cost) will be required to yield
a net gain of about 650 new parking spaces. This
is an extraordinarily high figure. The exact finan-
cial estimates are to be presented by the developer
and made public next week.

For all this to go through the council and be
approved, a 6-3 favorable vote will be required.
A public referendum on the issue will not occur.

Voting on the council occurs in rotation by
ward, starting with First Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Peter Echausse. The last to vote will be
freshman councilman James Foerst of the Fourth
Ward. In what is projected to be a close vote,

Councilman Foerst may find himself in position
to cast the deciding vote on the redevelopment.

Within the public, e-mails are buzzing. There
is a strongly organized opposition group of resi-
dents to the plans – plans that are ultimately
funded and guaranteed by property taxes. We
don’t know the exact size of this opposition
group, although it’s substantial – and it’s dead
set against the proposal. They intend to fight.

Given the expected highly unfavorable finances
and the polarized public opposition, all options
are now coming back to the table – including the
simple one – buy the land next to the existing
South Avenue train station parking lot (going in
the westerly direction to the traffic circle). Knock
down Midas Muffler and the gas station and add
several hundred new parking spots – all at a
reasonable price – and easy to build. Since the
State of New Jersey will be starting soon to
rebuild the adjacent traffic circle, this idea is
gaining renewed interest.

If such were to be done, it’s relatively painless
and of reasonable cost.

We are a community of SUV’s and there are
more automobiles in New Jersey than there are
people. We even have trouble finding a place to
park our vehicles and traffic on our streets can be
overwhelming at times.

Gasoline prices are now at a record high. As the
gasoline prices threaten to go through the roof,
the public is left to wonder what is going on – and
what to do about it. The government seems to be
confused as well. They’ve offered no clear or
practical suggestions – and they’ve not even
discussed the most immediate, effective action
to take – reduce consumption.

All this has happened before – several times
since the 1970’s – and the U.S. to overcome the
debilitating dependency that our economy faces
with oil imports from the world cartel has ac-
complished nothing substantial. These imports,
which are a growing percentage of our oil use –
and those that largely come from our enemies –
the Arab states in the Middle East. In fact, the
import dependency has gotten much worse since
the 1970’s.

It seems clear to us that we must organize at the
community level – learn to adjust our habits and
to use simple techniques to cut consumption.
Perhaps start off with driving your smaller car,
plan trips more efficiently, walk when practical
and drive together with your friends when going
out to dinner. It could even be fun – and certainly
satisfying.

This is the biggest weapon we have to counter
the price crisis and dependency on foes. It also
would serve to train us to know how to deal with
a more serious situation should it occur – a real
shortage of supply and rationing.

We think there should be an organized commu-

nity effort to reduce consumption. Families should
be encouraged to audit their gasoline use. Then,
each of us should put a plan together to cut
consumption by say 20 percent. Afterwards, we
should measure our progress, list what works and
what doesn’t – then share this information with
others in the community. It should be an ongoing
effort just like monitoring property taxes and
voting.

If we band together on such a program, our
community can make a real impact on those that
are clearly our energy masters – OPEC. We
would also become a much stronger community
and country as a result.

Hopefully, such a program would spread
throughout the state and the rest of the country.

We call for our leaders to spearhead such a
program to immediately reduce consumption.
Even if our leaders do lead with this initiative, we
call for a grassroots program from the commu-
nity as well – led by individuals, churches, orga-
nizations and schools.

We must get our children involved too, so they
understand the fundamentals and can be prepared
to deal with this when they become adults. Pre-
sumably, when our children grow up, their en-
ergy supply challenges will be even more pro-
nounced. Our children may also provide fresh
insight for those of us today.

Even if our households can afford the added
gasoline cost, we must act. We must demonstrate
our ability to organize, our courage to act and our
capacity to prevail.

There should be no doubt by anyone that we are
up against treacherous world partners – and pos-
sibly multi-national companies of dubious alle-
giance.

Reader Offended by
Pen&Ink Column

In your paper of March 4, you
printed an article written by Michelle
LePoidevin about the movie The Pas-
sion of Christ. In it she states:

“So, for groups seeking to taint this
film with the label “anti-Semitic” it
seems they are just grasping for some-
thing to gripe about in a feeble yet
endless effort to paint themselves as
victims.”

I have not seen the film. I have no
idea if it is anti-Semitic and I am not
Jewish. But I am extremely offended
by this statement. How can it be la-
beled? Surely, at the very least, it can
be described as astoundingly insensi-
tive and tasteless.

Yvonne Carbone
Fanwood

Greensteins Thank
Westfield for Support
The Greenstein family of Roy Elec-

tric Co. wishes to thank all the wonder-
ful people of Westfield who showed
their respect and sympathies to our be-
loved son, Gary. Your words of tender-
ness and sincerity will always be re-
membered.

Roz and Roy Greenstein
Staten Island

Downtown Revitalization Coordinator
Responds to Letter on FW Politics

As someone raised in Westfield pub-
lic schools and Holy Trinity Church, I
was outraged to read last week’s “Pen &
Ink” column. The inappropriateness of
The Leader running an Arts & Entertain-
ment article headlined “God Bless Mel
Gibson for Gifting Us With the Greatest
Truth Ever Told” aside (is this still a
secular community newspaper or did I
miss a memo?), the divisiveness of the
text was astounding.

“So, for groups seeking to taint [The
Passion of the Christ] with the label
‘anti-Semitic’ it seems they are just
grasping for something to gripe about,”
Michelle Le Poidevin wrote, “in a feeble,
yet endless effort to paint themselves as

victims.”
Wow! Apparently those pesky folks

at the Anti-Defamation League are still
bent out of shape about the Holocaust.
And if Ms. LePoidevin is tired of hearing
about something that happened an ocean
away 60 years ago, how about the doors
of Temple Emanu-El being barricaded
just last year because of death threats?
Endless indeed.

I trust that in the next issue of The
Leader, Ms. Le Poidevin will apologize
to the people of Westfield, where we
respect people of all religions...and of no
religion at all.

Bill Crandall
Westfield

I find it necessary to respond to the
recent letter to the editor written by Lon
Levy. He has criticized two individuals
who have given Fanwood countless hours
of their time for one dollar a year – Former
Mayor, Louis Jung and Councilman Stuart
Kline.

It is absolutely ridiculous that Mr.
Levy has accused former Mayor Jung
and Councilman Kline of “some frac-
tious, vicious partisanship” that Mr. Levy
says has infected our national and state
politics.

Mr. Jung has served Fanwood with
integrity and honesty and has always
adhered to bipartisan representation on
all committees and commissions and
always sought bipartisan support for all
projects and undertakings during his ten-
ure as mayor.

Lou Jung has been a dedicated servant
to Fanwood for 22 years. He has served on
the board of education, borough council,
and as mayor. Since January 1, 2004, Mr.
Jung has voiced his opinion just once on a
Fanwood issue, and that because the press
asked him for a comment. Yet Mr. Levy
wants him to show the “same grace” given
to him when he became mayor. He also
wants Mr. Jung to withdraw from politics
– What politics, “Get Over What”?

Councilman Kline, although disre-
spected by Mr. Levy, is a “Man of La
Mancha.” Mr. Kline, during his seven
years on council, never introduced, ap-
proved or voted for a double-digit tax
increase. In fact, this year there have been
several favorable budget developments,
as indicated in Mr. Kline’s recent letter to
the editor.

I take exception to Mr. Levy’s assess-
ment of the election. Downtown redevel-
opment specifically affected 45 landlords
and merchant owners of businesses in the
6.5-acre block of Fanwood’s downtown.

Of the 45, only six had indicated con-
cerns. Three were very vocal without ever
participating in the 22 meetings of the
mayor and council regarding downtown.
Only one of the 45 lives in Fanwood.

Downtown was not the only issue in the
election. Taxes were primary and the
Democratic platform was a reduction of
property taxes – and who wouldn’t vote for
that? A double-digit tax increase by the
current administration is not a reduction in
my book!

In conclusion, ratables are the issue in
Fanwood. The Democrats ran on the plat-
form of property tax reduction. $300,000-
$500,000 in potential annual ratables as

per the plan proposed by the developer,
isn’t all that bad. To have 40,000 square
feet of new, safe and Victorian merchant
space can add a lot to the life style for
Fanwoodians. Redevelopment that in-
cluded Victorian townhouses on LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street using no tax-
payer money, minimal impact on the school
system, and no affordable low-income
housing is the lifestyle I want for myself
and my fellow Fanwoodians.

Clayton Pierce
Fanwood

Michigan Native Feels
At Home in Westfield
As a Michigan native, I never

thought I’d feel at home in Westfield,
New Jersey. My experiences over the
past six years and especially this past
week however, have completely
changed my mind.

When I had to spend two days at the
hospital this week with my sick daugh-
ter, I was overwhelmed by the out-
pouring of support from this commu-
nity.

Because my husband was away,
many friends and neighbors offered
their help with our three younger girls.
For those two days, they were cared
for by several families, who took them
in and nurtured them as they would
their own kids. Still more people
called and offered assistance with our
dog, rescheduling carpools, meals and
all of the other minutia of our every
day lives. Teachers and staff at Wash-
ington School called to offer their
help as well.

When I told my mother in Michi-
gan about all of the support, she shed
a few tears, and expressed how happy
she is that I landed in such a fine
community.

I couldn’t agree more. Thank you
Westfield friends!

Janet Sarkos
Westfield

More Letters on
Pages 5 and 18

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided
with people-oriented services that are
partially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *

“I can’t sleep even though nothing
happened to me.” This was a repeated
cry for help by 75 to 80 Westfield
commuters a week following the at-
tacks of September 11.

“They were having trouble getting
back on the train or bus,” explained
Dr. Nancymarie Bride, Executive Di-
rector of the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County. “Others were
like refugees who escaped from the
tower but left everything behind.”

The Anxiety Disorders Program of-
fered by the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County was in demand
after September 11, and still is help-
ing to make people’s lives better. Last
year, 235 Westfield residents who suf-
fer from anxiety came to the associa-
tion for help.

Celebrating its 60th anniversary this
year, the Mental Health Association
promotes mental health and emotional
well being through advocacy, support
services and providing resources for a
complete range of mental health ser-
vices.

Dr. Bride, who began her career
with the association in 1979 as a clini-
cal director, and specialized counse-
lors run programs such as Domestic
Violence Counseling and Intensive
Family Support Services that offer
help for families of mentally ill per-
sons. A large volunteer network in-
cludes professional people like coun-
selors, psychologists and psychia-
trists.

More than 3,400 individuals and
189 families in Westfield were pro-
vided help by the association in 2003.
One of the programs supported by the
United Fund is the “Choices” Domes-
tic Violence Support Group. Dr. Bride
explained, “Back in 1983, we became
very aware of the need for domestic
violence services for people who did
not require shelter, but as outpatients.”

A total of 132 female victims of
domestic violence in Westfield re-
ceived assistance through the
“Choices” program in 2003. A pro-
gram for abusers began in 1986. Last
year, 187 men from Westfield volun-
tarily came to the association for help.
Confidentiality is also a key to the

services provided.
Dr. Bride further explains that Hu-

man Services budget cuts have devas-
tated many mental health services to
New Jersey’s most vulnerable citi-
zens, most notably young children.
The Mental Health Association of
Union County struggles to continue
to provide support and counseling to
reach parents and young children.

One case study in 2003 reports about
a five-year-old boy whose nursery
school teacher contacted the Mental
Health Association of Union County.
The father of the little boy had been
hospitalized for alcohol abuse. Among
the charges against the father was that
he had forced the little boy to smoke
a whole cigar as a punishment.

The counselor of the nursery school
called on the association for help on
how to handle the little boy’s behav-
ior that was negatively affected by his
trauma. The association intervened
with educational and skill building
support for the counselor to reinforce
her efforts to help the little boy deal
with his fear and anger.

The Mental Health Association of
Union County has long been an advo-
cate for children and established a
Cherish the Children program that
reaches schools, hospitals, etc. by uti-
lizing the arts to encourage good emo-
tional health. In February, the pro-
gram included two puppet shows pre-
sented to the Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

Yet another service provided by the
association includes the Central New
Jersey Job Search Network, begun
after September 11, to help people
who lost their jobs. Just last week,
352 people — mostly from Westfield
and Cranford — communicated on-
line and held support meetings.

On October 22, the Mental Health
Association of Union County will part-
ner with the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs to
present “Music and the Mind,” an
interactive, educational forum to in-
fuse the healing power of music into
our daily lives.

The Mental Health Association of
Union County is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information about
how to support these local service
organizations, please contact Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the
United Fund of Westfield, at (908)
233-2113.

For information about the services
and volunteer opportunities provided by
the Mental Health Association of Union
County, please call (908) 272-0300.

Westfielder Responds to Pen & Ink
Regarding Mel Gibson’s The Passion
I am writing in response to Michelle

LePoidevin’s review of Mel Gibson’s
movie, The Passion of the Christ. While
my initial inclination was to “turn the
other cheek,” I quickly realized, how-
ever, that I was a member of the group
she was referring to who were “grasping
for something to gripe about in a feeble
yet endless attempt to paint themselves
as a victim” and thus I should not feel
constrained by that canon. On behalf of
every member of my family who died
during the Russian Pogroms or in a Nazi
concentration camp and for those yet to
die in some terrorist bombing in Israel, I
deeply apologize for our “endless and
feeble attempts to paint ourselves as
victims.”

In retrospect, I’m not sure who or
what to be more disturbed by, Ms
LePoidevin’s inflammatory article or
The Leader’s decision to publish it. Ms.
LePoidevin writes, “For the onus of
Christ’s crucifixion was placed in the
nail-hammering hands of the Romans
just as it spewed from the mouth of the
Jewish High Priest Caiaphas.” As I re-
call, the word onus means blame or
responsibility. So, even as Mel Gibson
has self -righteously claimed that he
doesn’t blame the Jews for Christ’s cru-
cifixion, Ms. LePoidevin’s feels no such
encumbrance.

Ms. LePoidevin goes on to discuss the
“wolves of Hollywood, who prefer to
shun the truth”. I’m not sure if she was
referring to the Wolf’s of Hollywood,
who happen to own a delicatessen and
are no way involved in the movie busi-
ness, but knowing how so many people
like Ms. LePoidevin are convinced that
Jews run the entertainment industry, I’d

be surprised.
I won’t even bother to dignify Ms.

LePoidevin’s attack on the “blathering,
bobble head” Andy Rooney, who is
widely recognized for his journalistic
talent and integrity.

Eric Zakarin
Westfield

Readers Voice Support
For Passion Column

God Bless Michelle Le Poidevin for
gifting us with one of the best articles
we’ve read about The Passion of the
Christ. There is little that we could add
to her comments except Amen, Amen.
Bravo to Michelle for her courage to
speak what is so patently obvious and
true to any right thinking student of the
Bible. For 2000 years, it has proclaimed
the story of Christ’s crucifixion in words.
Mel Gibson just showed it to us in our
modern day medium. We are so proud of
her and of The Westfield Leader.

Adele and Eugene Gatens
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 18, 2004 Page 5

“Do You Have To Go To Court?”

JON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICKJON M. BRAMNICK
������������	�
�����
��������

�������
�����������

��������	
��������

����������

�����
�
��������

�����������������������

��������
���� �!"�#�#�$

������������
���������	
����
����	
����
���	�

Westfielder Raises Health Concerns
With Cell Antenna InstallationsLetters to the Editor

T-Mobile has recently offered to in-
stall cell phone antennas on two of
Westfield schools, specifically, Edison
Intermediate and Wilson Elementary. I
am greatly concerned that the health of
our kids might be compromised by ex-
posing them to unknown risks of cell
phone antennas being installed right
above their heads.

As many of us have heard, there has
been a big controversy about the safety
of cell phones and transmitting anten-
nas. There were several researches made
on behalf of cell phone companies to
prove safety of their equipment; how-
ever, there are also a number of re-
searches pointing to possible links be-
tween those antennas and an increased
number of cancer cases.

While I honor our district’s desire of
finding additional revenues to offset
tax hikes, this case possesses too much
of an unknown risk. Health of our kids
is far more important than any budget
revenues. And because a potential

health risk from cell phone antennas
has never been absolutely dismissed
by any scientific study, but on the
contrary, there have been enough sci-
entific studies to suggest links between
such antennas and health problems, I
don’t want our children to be used as
guinea pigs.

As a mother of school-age children, I
don’t want to find out the worst 10 or 20
years later. Here are a couple of web sites
that I forwarded to members of the board
of education to help them in assessing
possible health risks of the T-Mobile
proposal: http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/mem-
bers/2003/6039/6039.html, and
www.emfguru.org/CellPhone/probable-
health/Probable-health.htm

I urge the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion to reject T-Mobile’s proposal for
the safety of our kids. If you share my
worries, please let your thoughts be
known to the BOE.

Alla Geskin
Westfield

Westfielder Says Clark Park is
Drinking Spot for Teenagers

Residents Raise Concerns, Challenge
Developer’s Traffic Impact Analysis

We, citizens from the third and fourth
wards, have substantial concerns about
the February 2 Traffic Impact Study:
Westfield Mixed Use Redevelopment
prepared by Edwards and Kelcey
(E&K), concerns which, for the most
part, have been heightened by our re-
view of the report prepared by the town’s
independent expert, Keller and
Kirkpatrick (K&K). We have forwarded
these concerns to the mayor and council
and are providing them for consider-
ation of The Leader’s readers.

The E&K study verified that many
key intersections are already operating
at unacceptable levels with significant
delays, even without considering the
redevelopment projects. Specifically, the
intersection of Prospect and Broad fails
(graded “F”) both in the a.m. and p.m.
hours. South Avenue and Central Av-
enue, as well as North and Central, are
graded as “D’s” and “E’s”. With rede-
velopment, North and Central Avenues
will fail and South and Central will go to
a marginal “E”. K&K confirms these
concerns, and proposes traffic improve-
ment measures, but without specifying
the extent of improvement which can be
expected from proposed efforts.

It seems unrealistic for the town to
consider any further development, which
would add additional burdens to these
intersections. This is a major concern of
ours because there is little room for error
at these problem intersections. The study
confirms that: “When traffic systems
(i.e., roads and intersections) operate at
or near capacity, a small increase in cars
results in much larger increase in de-
lays.” Therefore, the validity of the as-
sumptions used by E&K becomes criti-
cal. Here a number of them appear flawed
and underestimated the traffic generated
by the redevelopment projects. The ma-
jor errors and issues they raise are sum-
marized below.

1. The E&K study assumes that: “The
proposed parking facilities [are] not
expected to generate a substantial vol-
ume of new traffic on the local roadway
system.” On its face this assumption
appeared flawed: How can the number
of spots be doubled and traffic be redis-
tributed without generating substantial
new volume on the local street system?
The independent review by K&K con-
firmed this obvious anomaly. The study
significantly underestimated the Peak
Traffic (rush hour) volume, and K&K
expects 275 new morning cars per peak
hour and 423 new evening cars per peak
hour generated by the redevelopment
and parking decks. This includes an
estimate of a 75 percent increase in
commuter trips. Inexplicably, the K&K
analysis, though noting this error, con-
cludes that the additional traffic will
not have an impact on the road system.
This conclusion needs further analysis.

2. Reduction of traffic due to Transit
Village designation is not valid.

The E & K study utilized traffic mini-
mizing numbers for trips and parking
needs from studies based on “Transit
Villages.” However, the redevelopment
project is not by definition a Transit
Village, which is a comprehensive plan
to reduce traffic by design and sets
guidelines for the type of retail that
comes into the community. Most sig-
nificantly, K&K found that the 50 per-
cent and 25 percent trip reduction fac-
tors applied by E&K to retail and resi-
dential trips based on those studies ap-
pears nowhere in those studies. K&K
also found that the Transit Village study
recommendations regarding reduced
parking requirements lacked support-
ing evidence. So these major assump-
tions are invalid.

3. E&K’s estimated “50 percent re-
duction of retail traffic” is also based
on a proposal to limit retail uses to the
same neighborhood type stores that are
already available on South Avenue.
These uses are unnecessary, and un-

A&E Passion of the Christ Column
Left Local Reader Dumbfounded

likely to generate the rents that this
project will require. K&K recommended
that an alternate scenario be consid-
ered, with national chain stores (e.g.
Abercrombie and Fitch) occupying the
retail space. K&K’s scenario increased
area traffic estimates from the Study by
a factor of almost 10.

4. The E&K study, and the K&K
analysis, did not fully consider the im-
pact of the increased traffic on the ma-
jor feeder streets: Summit, Boulevard,
and Westfield Avenue. Where changes
in traffic flow are proposed by E&K,
and additional numbers are projected
by K&K, they do not indicate the effect
on these streets.

5. The study did not consider the
additional development projects that
are planned or in process, including: A)
Newpoint Realty, which secured ap-
proval of 15,600 square foot mini-mall
and 63 parking spaces, and sought a
substantially larger 89,000 square feet
and +300 space parking deck at Central
and South Avenues. B) James Ward,
who has proposed to build luxury “se-
nior” housing directly across the street
from the Prospect Deck. C) Retail and
Residential Development, with mul-
tiple units and parking spaces, close to
completion on Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place. These projects will gen-
erate additional traffic, which has not
been modeled in the study and will
likely exacerbate the already unaccept-
able conditions.

6. The study did not take into account
uncertainties in the various assumptions,
nor did it include a sensitivity analysis of
the assumptions, as is typical with stud-
ies of this nature. Since it does not
include analysis of various possible sce-
narios, the study’s value is limited.

7. The study collected data on a low
traffic day, specifically December 31.
The study did not collect data on Satur-
day, when in town traffic is greater. No
data was collected for certain move-
ments at major intersections.

In summary, this group of concerned
citizens, which includes licensed engi-
neers, attorneys, MBAs, and consult-
ants, believe that the E&K study is not
realistic and that the changes in the
major intersections recommended by
K&K need substantially more analysis
to determine if they would alleviate the
problems. Utilizing the study in its
present form to determine redevelop-
ment impacts would likely result in an
under estimation of traffic. The traffic
and congestion that would result is irre-
versible if the projects move forward
due to the fully developed infrastruc-
ture and traffic density of Westfield.

Catherine Cronin
Roslyn Harrison

Gerard Hickey
Nicholas Karter

Cory Mermer
William West

Westfield

Clark Park is changing its name to
Westfield’s Beer and Liquor Hall for Un-
derage Drinking. That’s right. In fact, Clark
Park has been operating undercover as a
safe haven for teen consumption of alco-
holic beverages for years. And it’s very safe
– if one considers safety to mean complete
freedom from intrusion by the police.

This is truly one of the best deals in town
for teens seeking a central location with
ample space and trees juxtaposed perfectly
to obscure the view. And rest assured,
there’s not a chance the police will pay
attention. This resident has alerted the po-
lice and provided them physical evidence in
the form of very large piles of discarded
bottles and cans six times in the past three
years. Yet there’s been no increased patrol-
ling of the park. In fact, by my accounting
every Saturday and Sunday mornings, the
amount of discarded containers has in-
crease each quarter by over 20 percent since
I began clean-up duty years ago.

Not only is the Beer and Liquor Hall a
great place to get wasted, you also don’t
have to worry about cleaning up after your-
self. Just leave your waste behind for the
residents who abhor the eyesore of your
weekly litter. They’ll clean it up for you.

But be careful teens who are reading:
avoid bringing scrutiny to your haven (or
heaven) by staying squarely situated in the
northwest corner of the Hall near Tuttle and
Dudley. Move further toward Tuttle and
North, and you’re likely to raise the atten-
tion of a town councilman who resides over
there. He will likely be as repulsed as I am
by your litter. Move further northeast, to-
ward Dudley and Clark, and your leftovers
may be seen by another councilman who
lives over that way. And by all means, avoid
littering the lawns on Lawrence Avenue. As
long as you don’t leave your ugly waste near
the property of those that matter, they’ll
keep police focused on issuing parking
tickets, something else that’s probably risen
by 20 percent per quarter, but that’s just a
guestimate based on scuttlebutt. It’s easy to
see that the tickets add no value to our town
and are just a vain attempt by town officials
to manipulate opinion toward the need for
their over-inflated development plans.

And one more piece of advice, as you

drive away from the Hall, be extra careful at
Tuttle and North and on North Ave. in
general. Though warned by a letter to the
editor of The Westfield Leader some time
ago (actually a few months before an inno-
cent Lord & Taylor women lost her life at
the hands and car of a youthful man, driv-
ing, word has it, while intoxicated) that a
traffic light was needed not only so cars
coming from Tuttle could navigate their
way onto to North, but also to slow the
traffic on North as it entered town, no action
has been taken at this dangerous intersec-
tion. Further proof that you need not worry
about extra attention being drawn to the
Hall. Letters like this one may be read by
you, but our elected officials seem so ab-
sorbed with other projects (that will prob-
ably provide them campaign contributions
from contractors in future elections) to take
notice.

After all, the only thing at risk (and its
admittedly theoretical) is a potentially life-
ending accident involving one or two of the
fun-seeking young women or men, because
warnings about drinking and dangerous
intersections were ignored by those who
live in very close proximity and serve our
town. But what are a few lives when there
are practical parking spaces to eliminate,
tickets to be issued, a deck to be built and
political careers hanging in the balance?

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Michelle Le Poidevin’s editorial re-
garding Mel Gibson’s film The Passion
of the Christ has left me dumbfounded.
I am at a complete loss as to how The
Westfield Leader could have allowed
certain statements of Ms. LePoidevin to
be published.

Let me be clear in saying that I have no
objections to Ms. LePoidevin’s seem-
ingly sincere and heartfelt reaction to
the emotions the film has provoked with
her and other moviegoers. She obvi-
ously embraces the film and sees it as a
reaffirmation of her faith. Fine. This
letter does not seek to discuss her per-
sonal artistic or religious opinion.

I do, however, object to her statement
– “So for groups seeking to taint this film
with the label “Anti-Semitic” it seems
that they are just grasping for something
to gripe about in a feeble, yet endless
effort to paint themselves as victims.”

The “they” in this statement are obvi-
ously, in Ms. Le Poidevin’s opinion,
“griping” Jews. Whether the film is or
isn’t anti-Semitic, how unbelievably in-
sensitive and ignorant of her to devalue
that concern.

We regrettably live in a world where
religious fervor often runs the risk of
having violent and even murderous con-
sequences. This scenario has repeated
itself over and over again since the in-
ception of organized religion.

Violence under the veil of religion is
committed every day. Jews, Christians
and Muslims have all been its victims.
Unfortunately, the hateful slur of Jew as
Christ killer is still among us, and anti-
Semitism is experiencing a resurgence
in Europe as we speak. These are con-
cerns for all of us. One would think that
faith, as we are referring to it, would
include sensitivity to the suffering of
others, whether they be “believers” or
not.

Religion is able to stir strong and
sometimes negative emotions within us.
There must be coinciding guidance and
efforts made to ensure that these feel-
ings are put to positive use. Statements
like Ms. Le Poidevin’s only serve to
create dissension and discord in our com-
munity.

Susan Spiegel
Westfield

Isabel Rodrigues
Retail Banking, Service 
Coordination Group Manager
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Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Perfect Switchsm 
makes moving your 
existing accounts to 

Valley simple…safe…
and secure. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance. 

Although this offer is for new account holders only, we 
have similar great options for our current customers.

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Card

sm
…free fi rst order of checks…

free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your existing 

accounts. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

STAMP SHOW SUCCESS...The Westfield Stamp Club show was well attended
last Saturday in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. In
addition to dealers, about 100 of the public attended. A dozen youths were
treated to special classes and provided with samples of the hobby.

Bramnick Pedestrian Bill

Passes Vote in Assembly
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (R-21) announced
that his sponsored Assembly Bill
619, which requires motorists to
stop for pedestrians in or waiting to
enter crosswalks, passed the As-
sembly by a vote of 75-2-0.

The companion bill S860 in the
Senate sponsored by Senator Tho-
mas Kean, Jr. (R-21) is awaiting
action.

Mr. Bramnick said, “I am confi-
dent that the Senate will consider
S860 in a timely fashion. This leg-
islation will help shift driver atti-
tudes and creates a more consider-
ate environment for motorists and
pedestrians alike. I look forward to
seeing it signed into law.”

Community News

A&E Column Described
As Being Anti-Semitic

While the anti-Semitism of Mel
Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ
may be debatable, the anti-Semitism
suggested by Michelle Le Poidevin’s
rhetoric (“G-d Bless Mel Gibson for
Gifting Us With the Greatest Truth
Ever Told”) is not. “So, for groups
seeking to taint this film with the
label “anti-Semitic” it seems they are
just grasping for something to gripe
about in a feeble, yet endless effort to
paint themselves as victims.”

Jane Freeman
Westfield
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Miss Mary A. Korfmacher
To Wed Michael J. McCabe

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS JOHN FITZPATRICK
(She is the former Miss Sonja Eileen Heavey)

Miss Sonja E. Heavey
Weds Thomas J. Fitzpatrick

Michael J. McCabe and Miss Mary A. Korfmacher

Meusels Welcome
Son, Brady Alan

Robert and Kim Meusel of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Brady Alan Meusel, on
Tuesday, February 24,  at 8:18 a.m.
at St. Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

The baby weighed 8 pounds and 7
ounces and measured 20¼ inches in
length at birth. He joins his brother,
Matthew, age three and a half.

Brady’s maternal grandparents are
Nancy and Bill Baton of Westfield
and Gregg and Faith Dickey of Up-
per Montclair.

His paternal grandmother is Bar-
bara Meusel of Frackville, Pa.

The baby’s maternal great-grand-
parents are Doris and Ken Osborne
of Basking Ridge, and Doris Dickey
of Port Orange, Fla.

His paternal great-grandmother is
Elizabeth Prock of Frackville, Pa.

Dr. and Mrs. Walter Korfmacher
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Mary A. Korfmacher, to Michael J.
McCabe. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gerard McCabe of Westfield.

A graduate of Holy Trinity School
in Westfield and Westfield High
School, the bride-elect earned her
Bachelor of Science degree in El-
ementary Education from Saint
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia,
Pa. in 2002.  She is a fourth-grade
teacher at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield.

Her fiancé graduated from Holy
Trinity School in Westfield and St.
Joseph’s High School in Metuchen.
He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Information Systems from
Saint Joseph’s University in Phila-
delphia in 2002 and is a computer
teacher at Immaculate Conception
High School in Montclair.

The future bridegroom is also a
Boys Junior Varsity Basketball Coach
and Head Track Coach at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains.

The couple will be married in July.

Miss Sonja Eileen Heavey, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Heavey
of West Palm Beach, Fla., formerly
of Silver Spring, Md. and Westfield,
was married on Friday, August 8, to
Thomas John Fitzpatrick. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Fitzpatrick
of Tequesta, Fla.

The nuptials took place at Saint
Clare Catholic Church in North Palm
Beach, Fla., with the Reverend Wil-
liam D. O’Shea officiating and Jon
Dipert performing on the bagpipe. A
dinner reception followed at The
Colony Hotel in Palm Beach, Fla.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a dress of Aupioni silk and
French Alencon lace. It was designed
with a V-neckline, basque waist and
long sleeves tapering to a point. The
dress, appliquéd with lace, sequins and
pearls, had a full silk skirt and cathe-
dral-length train. The bride wore a
pearl-enhanced, cathedral-length veil
held in place with a silver tiara, and
carried a bouquet of white and peach
colored roses with stephanotis.

Miss Siobhan Brady of Dublin,
Ireland, the bride’s college class-
mate, was the maid of honor. The
bridal attendants included Mrs. Molly
Daly of Lantana, Fla. and Mrs.
Ramona McMullin of Seattle, Wash.
All wore floor-length dresses of dark
blue silk and carried bouquets of
white and peach colored roses simi-
lar to that of the bride.

Timothy Daly of Lantana, Fla., the
bridegroom’s friend and classmate,
served as best man. The groomsmen
were the bride’s brothers, Paul
Heavey of London, England and
Matthew Heavey of Miami, Fla.

A 1993 graduate of Paint Branch
High School in Burtonsville, Md.
and the National University of Ire-
land in Galway, Ireland, the bride is
a police officer with the North Palm
Beach Department of Public Safety
in North Palm Beach, Fla.

She additionally serves as President
of the Palm Beach County Crime Pre-
vention Officers Association; super-
vises the Police Explorer Program,
and is a certified Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education (D.A.R.E.) instruc-
tor, as well as a volunteer soccer coach.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
Jupiter High School in Jupiter, Fla.
and Barry University in Miami, Fla.
A detective with the North Palm
Beach Department of Public Safety
in North Palm Beach, he is also a
certified paramedic and firefighter.

The rehearsal dinner and party were
hosted by the parents of the bride-
groom at McCarthy’s Restaurant in
Tequesta.

The bride’s cousins gave a shower
for her at the Whitehall Club House
in West Palm Beach.

Following an extensive wedding
trip to Canada and Alaska, the couple
resides in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Historical Society to Salute
N.J.’s ‘Big Little Railroad’

FANWOOD — The Historical So-
ciety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will present a slide program covering
36 years of the Jersey Central Lines,
New Jersey’s “Big Little Railroad,”
on Tuesday, March 23, at 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood train station, located at North
and Martine Avenues.

Walter A. Appel of Scotch Plains,
a lifelong railroad buff and retired
insurance company investment ex-
ecutive, will be the guest lecturer.

He will discuss the main rail line
that ran between Jersey City and
Scranton, Pa., passing through
Roselle, Cranford, Westfield,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Mr. Appel, who was a trains and
travel feature columnist for the former
Newark News, has written several
books and numerous magazine ar-
ticles on trains and model railroading.

His latest book, “Jersey Central
Lines in Color, Vol. 3,” is a chrono-
logical timeline with text and will
serve as the basis for next week’s
program.

The meeting is open to everyone.
Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the program. Further infor-
mation is available from Historical
Society President Richard Bousquet
at P.O. Box 261, Scotch Plains 07076
or (908) 232-1199.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Ways to Trace Ancestry

WESTFIELD – This Sunday,
March 21, the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield will feature a
program entitled “Find Your
Ancestors…How to do a Genealogy
Search!” between 2 and 5 p.m.

The Reverend John Mills of Fanwood
will explain to visitors how they can
search for information inexpensively,
as well as the procedures to follow
using such resources as family history,
records and modern technology.

Additionally, costumed docents will
be on hand to guide visitors through
the fully furnished farmhouse. The
last tour will begin at 4 p.m.

Eighteenth-century cooking meth-
ods will be demonstrated in the Frazee
Building by Joan Barna of Scotch
Plains and Arlene Soong of Plainfield.

They will prepare seasonal foods over
the open hearth and offer taste treats for
visitors to sample. The museum’s gift

shop, managed by Deborah Bailey of
Westfield, will also be open.

The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue. Admission is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under six.

On Sunday, March 28, Christine
Glazer of Cranford will present
“Sleep Tight – Don’t Let the Bed
Bugs Bite! – 18th Century Linens
and Bedding.” For more information
about the museum, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Library Friends to Hold
Children’s Book Sale
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will sponsor a Children’s Book Sale
at the library on Saturday, March 27,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bag Days (when individuals may
fill a bag for $4) will be Monday and
Tuesday, March 29 and 30, from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m.  Donations may be
dropped off at the library, located at
Constitution Plaza, during regular
library hours. The deadline for do-
nating items is Thursday, March 25.

Donations of books, videos, au-
diotapes, compact disks, DVDs,
games and puzzles are welcome. 
However, individuals are asked not
to submit magazines or textbooks.
For more information, please call the
library at (908) 233-0115.

Free Foot Screenings
To Be Offered at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD — Foot Solutions

of Millburn, a specialty footwear
and pedorthic center, will offer com-
plimentary foot evaluations at the
Westfield “Y” on Monday, March
22, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

The evaluations will be done using
contemporary computer technology. A
representative will then offer solutions
for any foot problems that are detected.

Foot Solutions will also partici-
pate in the Westfield “Y”’s Health
Fair on Sunday, March 28, from noon
to 3 p.m. The “Y” is located at 220
Clark Street. For additional informa-
tion, please call Michael Johnson at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.
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One Voice to Shed Spotlight
On Two Men of the Bible

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Gather on April 5
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will meet on Monday, April 5,
following the 7:30 p.m. Mass at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

A video presentation entitled “The
Last Supper” will be shown. All
women of the parish are invited and
guests are welcome. The church is
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue.

Wisdom’s Light Program
To Explore Original Sin

SCOTCH PLAINS – The dramatic
Easter musical One Voice will be
presented next month by Torn Cur-
tain Productions (TCP) at the Evan-
gel Church, located at 1251 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

One Voice follows the events of the
Easter story from the perspective of
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus,
two of the Bible’s lesser-known but
key figures whose lives intersect with
that of Christ and who became His
followers. Joseph provided the tomb,
while Nicodemus helped carry
Christ’s body.

The musical will be performed on
Friday and Saturday, April 2 and 3,
and Thursday and Friday, April 8 and
9. Doors will open at 7 p.m. each
night, with the show starting at 7:30
p.m. All are welcome and there will
be no admission charge.

Written by Deborah Craig-Claar
and Robert Sterling, the musical com-
bines solos and choral numbers with
dramatic passages. Mr. Sterling also

is the creator of “The Choice,” a
musical TCP has produced in the
past.

Bob Olsen of Westfield is Director
of the musical and will also play
Nicodemus, opposite TCP veteran
Marc Perrella of Fanwood as Joseph.
Rounding out the cast are Broadway
veteran Edmund Nalzaro of
Piscataway, Luci Paiva of Scotch
Plains, Synnove Reilly of Berkeley
Heights and Myla Willams of New
York City.

Based in Scotch Plains, TCP is a
dramatic theatrical group that is af-
filiated with the Evangel Church. It
includes between 75 and 90 members
and stages productions twice a year.

This production is part of the on-
going “Church Without Walls”
project, which involves several area
churches. They include the Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains, Calvary
Tabernacle in Cranford, Christ Fel-
lowship in Elizabeth and the Evan-
gel Chapel in Bridgewater.

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to a forum on “Is Sin Origi-
nal?” at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March
30, at the First Congregational
Church, located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield.

Christian tradition teaches that
disobedience to God by Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden was the
origin of sin and that sin is inherited
by all of humanity.

The forum, to be held in the Coe
Fellowship Room of the church, will
explore how the concept of original
sin fits in with contemporary scien-
tific understanding of creation and
the human condition.

Participants will review what St.
Paul thought and what John Calvin
wrote. They will then turn to Rela-
tional Theology to understand in a
different way the origin of sin and

how humans are involved in sin.
Relational Theology views the re-

ality of the universe and God as
thoroughly interdependent. All of
creation, human and non-human, and
God are seen as interdependent in a
dynamic process of growth and evo-
lution from a less perfect state to a
more perfect state.

The last session in the series on
Relational Theology will take place
on Tuesday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m.
The question of whether the Resur-
rection is real will be explored in
light of Relational theology.

Reverend John Mills, Pastor of the
First Congregational Church of
Closter, will facilitate this session of
the Wisdom’s Light ministry. There
is no registration fee, but interested
individuals are asked to call (908)
233-2494 to confirm plans to attend.Hadassah Chapter to Present

46th ‘Celebration of the Arts’

ARTISTIC ENDEAVOR…Jeanne Goldstein, left, and Karen Rose of Short
Hills confer on details of Westfield Hadassah’s 46th annual “Celebration of the
Arts.” The event will take place on Saturday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Montclair Art Museum in Montclair. Funds raised will benefit the Emergency
Trauma Unit at Hadassah hospitals in Israel.

WESTFIELD — Westfield
Hadassah’s 46th annual “Celebra-
tion of the Arts” will take place on
Saturday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Montclair Art Museum, located
at 3 South Mountain Avenue in
Montclair.

This event will be co-chaired by
Geralyn Lichtenstein of Westfield,
Evelyn Hollander of Scotch Plains,
and Karen Rose of Short Hills. Jeanne
Goldstein of Westfield, incoming
President of Westfield Hadassah, is
serving as Reservations Chairwoman.

Members and their guests are in-
vited to attend a gala evening featur-
ing food, music and art. Contributors
to Hadassah at the Sponsor level and
above will receive a gift of a limited
edition serigraph by renowned artist
Yaacov Agam, considered one of the
pioneers of the kinetic art move-
ment. The serigraph will be from Mr.
Agam’s “The Twelve Tribes” series.

The Westfield Chapter of Hadassah
consists of more than 800 women
members and male associate mem-
bers who reside in Union County and
surrounding areas.

Monies raised from “Celebration
of the Arts” will benefit the Emer-
gency Trauma Unit at Hadassah hos-
pitals in Israel, which provide treat-

ment to patients on a non-discrimi-
natory basis. For reservations or more
information about this event, or about
Hadassah, please call Mrs.
Lichtenstein at (908) 654-5855.

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tel: 908-654-5200  •  Fax: 908-789-0451
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Chelsea Senior Living, LLC,
a name you know and

trust, is pleased to
introduce senior
independent
living, set within
the friendly

community of
Fanwood.

“...Carefree living with as much or
as little as you want to do.”

Amenities & Services:
i rental apartments, studios, one-bedroom, 

two-bedroom apartments
i fully equipped kitchens
i daily continental breakfast
i walking distance to shopping
i emergency response system… and more

Skills Workshop Slated
At Echo Lake Church
WESTFIELD — The Echo Lake

Church of Christ has invited mem-
bers of the public to participate in a
Skills Exchange Workshop on Satur-
day, March 20, at the church, located
at 419 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Workshop themes will include
“Crocheting 101,” “Creative Move-
ment,” “Baking Bread,” “First-time
Home Buying,” “Accounting and Tax
Preparation” and “Health and Fit-
ness.”

The workshop will begin at 3 p.m.
and conclude with a light dinner to
be served at 6:30 p.m. There is no
charge for this event.

To facilitate planning, interested
individuals are asked to contact
Keri Smith by email at
elakeskillexchange@hotmail.com or
to call the church at (908) 233-4946.

First Baptist Posts Topics
For Book Club, ALPHA

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has revealed the dates for
two upcoming events at the church.

The Reverend Dee Dee Turlington,
Senior Pastor, will lead the Women’s
Book Club this Saturday, March 20,
in a discussion of Phillip Yancey’s
“What’s So Amazing About Grace.”

The book club meets at 10 a.m.,
preceded by Women’s Walk Aero-
bics, which begins at 9 a.m. All
women are invited to attend either or
both of these events.

On Sunday, March 21, the ALPHA
Group will convene for a lecture and
discussion concerning “Why Did
Jesus Die?” This question has re-
ceived worldwide attention with the

recent debut of Mel Gibson’s film
The Passion of The Christ.

ALPHA will begin at 5:30 p.m.
with a free supper and casual conver-
sation, and conclude at 7:45 p.m. All
are invited to attend. For more infor-
mation on any of these programs,
please call (908) 233-2278.

‘Y’ Posts Museum Trip
To See Jewelry Exhibit
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, has
announced a trip to the Newark Mu-
seum on Thursday, April 15, for lunch
and a guided tour of the museum’s
exhibit entitled “Baubles, Bangles
and Bling Bling.”

From the beaded necklaces of an-
cient Egyptians to the flashy, large-
scale “bling bling” worn by stars and
their fans today, this exhibit explores
how jewelry has held complex social
and cultural meanings for centuries.

The $35 fee includes coach trans-
portation, lunch in the Museum Cafe
and a guided tour. The bus will leave
Westfield at 11 a.m. and return be-
tween 4 and 4:15 p.m.

The trip is open to the public and
participants may sign up at the “Y”
front desk. Interested persons are
asked to register by Monday, April 5.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2700.

Girl Scout Troops to Kick Off
Westfield Cookie Booth Sales
WESTFIELD – Local Girl Scout

troops will hold their cookie booth
sales at the following times and loca-
tions in Westfield:

Sunday, March 21, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Elm Street Stop and Shop;
Friday, March 26, 5 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield train station and 3 to 6 p.m.
at Wachovia Bank, Elm and East
Broad Streets.

Saturday, March 27, 9 a.m. to noon
at Fleet Bank on Elm Street and at
the South Avenue CVS, and from 10
a.m. to noon at the North Avenue
Drug Fair.

Wednesday, March 31, 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. at the Elm Street Stop and Shop.

Saturday, April 3, 9:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Children’s Place on
East Broad Street.

Friday, April 16, 5 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield train station, and Satur-
day, April 17, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Elm Street Stop and Shop and
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Post Office on Central Avenue.

Revenues from cookie sales sup-
port the Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Council and the individual
troops.

Mackie Furniture
Established 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield
Featuring Harden, Madison Square, American of Highpoint, 

Lexington, Moosehead, Statton & Superior

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5616283

Nichols & Stone

SAVE
50% OFF

All 
Nichols & Stone

Kitchens & Dining 
Room Sets
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DEATH NOTICE
Robert D. Blood, 66, Prudential Retiree;
Active In Local Girls’ Softball League

Robert D. Blood of Boonton Town-
ship died on Saturday, March 13,
2004 at his home following a long
illness. He was 66.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Westfield for 40 years before mov-
ing to Boonton Township two years
ago.

Mr. Blood was Vice-President/
Comptroller of the Group Depart-
ment of the Prudential Insurance Co.
of America in Roseland for 42 years
before retiring in 1997.

He graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1965 with a bachelor’s
degree in business.

He was Past President and an ac-
tive coach with the Westfield Girls’
Softball League, and loved all types
of animals.

His first wife of 42 years, Nancy
(nee Carlson), died in 1998.

He is survived by his wife of one
year, Joan Lionetti-Blood; three
daughters, Debi Lynn Rittenhouse
of Monmouth Junction, Cheri Ann
Pate of Ringoes and Kelly Jean
Angilly of Meriden, Conn., and his
seven cherished grandchildren,
Adam, Shawn, Robert, Katie, Eric,
Emily and Scott.

A memorial gathering, to which
all friends are invited, will be held on
Saturday, March 20, from 1 to 4 p.m.
at the home of his daughter, Debi.
For further information, please con-
tact the Mackey Funeral Home, 107
Essex Avenue, Boonton.

Memorial contributions in Bob’s
name may be made to either the
American Cancer Society, Morris

County Unit, 669 Littleton Road,
Parsippany N.J. 07054-4836 or to a
local Associated Humane Society.

March 18, 2004

Marleen J. Parness
Marleen Joy Parness of Westfield

died on Thursday, March 11, at home.
Born in Queens, N.Y., she lived in

Westfield for 23 years.
Mrs. Parness, a Certified Public

Accountant, co-owned Parness and
Parness P.C. in Westfield since 1981.

She was a member of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and of
a parent-teacher organization in
Westfield.

Mrs. Parness was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in accounting from
Queens College in New York City in
1975 and a master’s degree in taxa-
tion from Pace University six years
later.

She was predeceased by her
mother, Rose Wachter Wolff.

Surviving are her husband, Rich-
ard Parness; a daughter, Ellyn Parness
of Westfield; a son, Matthew Parness
of Westfield; her father, Henry Wolff,
and two sisters, Gail Zwilling of
Syosett, N.Y. and Marsha Kovener
of Massapequa Park, N.Y.

A funeral service was held on Sun-
day, March 14, from the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union. Inter-
ment took place at the Beth Israel
Cemetery in Woodbridge.

Memorial donations may be made
to Have A Chance, 26 Schoolhouse
Lane, Morristown 07960.

March 18, 2004

Jean Hollyman, 83, Was Photographer;
Career Included International Travels
Jean Burnes Hollyman, who

worked for Holiday Magazine as a
globe-trotting photographer in the
golden years of travel magazine pho-
tojournalism following World War
II, along with her now ex-husband,
Tom, died on Thursday, March 4, at
the Richard L. Rosenthal Hospice
Residence in Stamford, Conn. She
was 83 years old. The cause of her
death was emphysema, said her fam-
ily, which she contracted after years
of smoking cigarettes.

Regarded in journalistic circles as
a dashing team, Jean and Tom
Hollyman chronicled the first five
years of post-war
Europe as they
lived out of their
suitcases.

Only two
weeks before the
death of Ms.
Hollyman, in an
article in The New
Yorker, “La Vie
En Rose,” Roger
Angell described
taking a trip in
the late 1940s on
board the “slow-
poke liner De
Grasse -- the only
French Line ves-
sel as yet restored
to the Atlantic run
after the war,”
with the
Hollyman photo-
graphic team as
fellow passengers.  Both were off to
Europe for another Holiday Maga-
zine assignment.

Of the opportunity to work during
this halcyon era, Roger Angell writes
that journalists such as he and the
Hollymans “were lucky…” but that
“only one anecdote continues to
work. Late one night aboard the De
Grasse, Evelyn is dancing with our
friend Tom Hollyman, a Holiday pho-
tographer, and Jean Hollyman with a
young purser. At our tiny table, with
its crowded champagne glasses and
triangular white G.C.T. ashtrays, I
am in deep converse with a fellow
passenger, Alfonso Bedoya, the
Mexican movie actor who was such
a hit last year as the bandito chief in
the ‘Treasure of the Sierra Madre.’”

 Born in Westfield, New Jersey,
the second child of Maud and Leo
Burnes, on May 1, 1920, Ms.
Hollyman graduated from the School
of the Holy Child before establishing
herself as a fashion photographer in
New York City. A fashion model
when she first arrived in New York,
she turned to photography after a
skiing accident injured her knee.

In her day, she was noted for her
work in fashion photography for Lord
& Taylor, Peck and Peck, Glamour
and Seventeen magazines.

While working as a successful stu-
dio fashion photographer, Ms.
Hollyman met her husband. The
Hollymans’ first joint assignment for
Holiday Magazine came during their
honeymoon in 1946, when they were
sent to Bermuda. The new bride found
herself stringing together a hard-wire
cable necklace of some 40 flashbulbs
to light up a seaside cavern for which
she manually calculated the exposure.

“We never worked so hard in our
lives,” Ms. Hollyman later told a re-
porter for the Bridgeport Post. “We did
30 pages of pictures in two weeks flat.”

In 1947, while on assignment in
Wales, Ms. Hollyman later said that
she was one of the first women to
ever descend deep into a coal mine.
A family photograph shows Ms.
Hollyman holding a drill, clad in
miner’s clothes and fashionable es-
padrilles on her feet, which were
splashed with coal slurry.

After their first Holiday assign-
ment in Bermuda, the couple went
on to work for the magazine for the
next five years on assignments in
Europe, the United States and Latin
America. On one of their first assign-
ments in London, the Hollymans
spent hours with Lord Bertrand
Russell and had high tea with Prime
Minister Attlee at 10 Downing Street.

While in London, they received a
letter of assignment from then man-
aging editor of Holiday Magazine,
Ik Shulman. It read: “Go to the French
Riviera, Portugal, Lichtenstein, An-
dorra and one or two other places (we
haven’t made up our mind which).
Go in whatever order appeals to you.
And let us know what you need in the

way of research or dough.”
This kept them in Europe for a

whole year, traveling with smug-
glers in Andorra and photographing
Prince Rainier, the Aga Khan and
many of the major luminaries of
post-war Europe. At the French
Riviera, the author Somerset
Maughan told Ms. Hollyman he was
sorry he was late for his photo ses-
sion. “You see,” he told her, “I have
just finished killing off a character.”

In Cannes, the Aga Khan walked
into the casino with Ms. Hollyman
on his arm while her husband took
his picture. She had been having a

drink by herself
when the royal
party was enter-
ing. Someone
noticed the party
included an un-
lucky 13. They
invited Ms.
Hollyman to join
the Aga Khan as
his escort.

 “She walked
past me with her
nose in the air,”
said her husband,
Tom Hollyman,
to a reporter later.
“She was then
seated at the head
table with the
Aga Khan,
where she drew
out the numbers
for a charity

raffle. She had on a $1,500 nylon
evening skirt (we were the first drip-
dry tourists in the world) and a six
dollar white blouse and 10-cent hair
ribbon. I stayed away from her until
she started the drawing. Then I heck-
led her with “one more, please.”

Retiring to raise a family in 1951,
the Hollymans moved to Weston,
Conn. In 1961, they moved to San
Juan, Puerto Rico, where Ms.
Hollyman shot various assignments
for women’s magazines and other
publications.

Ms. Hollyman also shot production
stills for the highly acclaimed film
Lord of the Flies, directed by Peter
Brook, for which her husband was
director of photography. She assisted
as an actors’ casting agent for the film,
recruiting the more than 20 boys from
local schools in San Juan.

The Hollymans returned to the
United States mainland in 1964 and
divorced in 1966. Ms. Hollyman
moved to Weston, Conn. and worked
at the Famous Photographer’s School
in Westport, Conn., collaborating with
noted photographers Richard Avedon,
Philippe Halsmann and Irving Penn.

After the Famous Photographer’s
School closed, she returned to
freelance photography work. In later
years, she moved to Westport, Conn.,
where she also volunteered for the
Red Cross.

She is survived by a son, Burnes
Hollyman of Austin, Tex.;  a daugh-
ter, Stephenie Hollyman of New York
City; a daughter-in-law, Mignette,
and three grandchildren, Anna-Mar-
garet, Helen-Leigh and Mary-Louise
Hollyman.

Services and interment were pri-
vate.

March 18, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Jean Stillwell Meitz, 72

Jean Stillwell Meitz, 72, of
Hopewell, Va. died on Sunday, March
14, at her residence after an extended
illness.

Born in Westfield, N.J., she was a
graduate of Westfield High School
and earned a bachelor’s degree at
Penn State. Mrs. Meitz had worked
for a non-profit organization as a coun-
selor for teenagers before retiring.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Albert L. and Edith H. Stillwell.

Surviving are her daughter, Donna
J. Ellis, son-in-law, Billy R. Ellis, and
granddaughter, Cheyenne, of
Hopewell; a grandson, Billy R. Ellis,
Jr. of Florida; a sister, Mary J. Davidson
of Teaneck, N.J.; two foster daugh-
ters, Danielle M. Shafer and Nikki
Burney; three nieces and one nephew.

A memorial service will be held at
the Faith Lutheran Church in
Disputanta, Va. at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Crater Community Hos-
pice, 840 West Roslyn Road, Suite
E, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 or St.
Joseph of Arimathea Church at P.O.
Box 116, Colonial Heights, Va.
23834.

March 18, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Yvonne Snevily, 77, Active Volunteer;

Enjoyed Opera, Travel and People

Ernest Powell, 87, Was Postal Carrier;
Recipient of National YMCA Award

Ernest R. Powell, 87, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, March 8, in
Arlington, Tex.

Born in North Carolina, he had
been a resident of Boardman, N.C.,
before relocating to the Scotch Plains-
Westfield area many years ago.

A United States Navy veteran of
World War II, Mr. Powell had been a
mail carrier with the United States
Post Office in Westfield for 38 years
prior to retiring. He subsequently
worked as a house painter.

Mr. Powell was a 50-year member
of the YMCA Men’s Club in Westfield
and held various offices within the
organization. In 2000, he received
the National YMCA Service Award
for dedicated volunteer service.

The same year, a pavilion at Camp
Speers-Eljabar, a YMCA camp in
Dingman’s Ferry, Pa., was named in
his honor.

Mr. Powell served as a Sunday school
teacher and as financial secretary of the
Board of Trustees at the Bethel Baptist
Church in Westfield. He also was a 60-
year member of Free and Accepted
Masons Lodge No. 38 in Plainfield,
where he had been lodge worshipful
master, secretary and treasurer.

He was a member many years ago
of the Westfield Negro History Club.

He was predeceased by his wife of
66 years, Willnette Powell, in June
of 2003.

Surviving are two sons, Russell
Powell and Kim Powell; three daugh-
ters, Jackie Crawley, Donna Smith
and Vicki Worley; a sister, Alice
Bazley; 14 grandchildren; 24 great-
grandchildren and two great-great-
grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, March 13, at the Bethel Bap-
tist Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Judkins Colonial Home
in Plainfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to Camperships at Camp Speers-
Eljabar, YMCA Camp, in care of Y’s
Men’s Club of Westfield, 220 Clark
Street, Westfield 07090.

March 18, 2004

Yvonne H. Snevily, 77, of Stock-
ton (Delaware Township) died peace-
fully at her residence on Wednesday,
March 10.

Born May 3, 1926 in Forest Hills,
N.Y. to the late Raymond L. and
Sallie Mesick Hunter, she had re-
sided in Stockton for the past 29
years, having previously lived in
Oldwick and Westfield, N.J.

Mrs. Snevily graduated from
Westfield High School where she
met her husband, Robert V. Snevily,
who died in 1992. They were mar-
ried in July 1947. She spent the early
years of her married life helping
support her husband through law

school. She then became a home-
maker and mother.

Later in life, she performed volun-
teer work for the Hunterdon County
Meals on Wheels; the American Heart
Association; the Prallsville Mill in
Stockton and the Hunterdon Ex-
change in Flemington, N.J.

She also was President of the Vis-
iting Homemakers Service of
Hunterdon County from 1976 to
1980. An avid bridge and tennis
player, Mrs. Snevily was a member
of both the Westfield Tennis Club
and the Echo Lake Country Club.

She also enjoyed collecting fans
and lecturing on them, spoke French
fluently, read voraciously and enjoyed
opera, travel, and being with people.

Mrs. Snevily was a member of Saint
Luke’s Episcopal Church and then
later St. Philip’s Episcopal Church,
New Hope, Pa. Her friends will miss
both her laughter and sense of fun.
She also had a strong sense of right
and wrong, was a dutiful and loving
mother and will be greatly missed.

Mrs. Snevily is survived by three
children, Kirk Snevily of Bedminster,
N.J., Lea D. Plummer of Flemington,
N.J., and Hunter St. Clair Snevily of
Moscow, Idaho; five grandchildren;
two sisters, Diane DeHossen of
Chatham, N.J. and Judith Hunter
Wilson of Stamford, Conn., and one
brother, Raymond Hunter of Hono-
lulu, Hawaii.

A public memorial service was held
on Saturday, March 13, in St. Philip’s
Episcopal Church of New Hope. Pri-
vate interment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home in
Flemington. Condolences may be sent
by visiting www.holcombefisher.com.

Memorial contributions may be di-
rected to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church,
10 Chapel Road, New Hope, Pa. 18938
or to Hunterdon Hospice, 2100 Wescott
Drive, Flemington, N.J. 08822.

March 18, 2004

Richard Renga, 64, Active Parishioner
At St. Helen’s Church in Westfield

Richard Vincent Renga, 64, of
Plainfield died on Thursday, March
11, at home.

Born in Newark, he had been an
Irvington resident prior to moving
to Plainfield in 1970.

Mr. Renga was employed for 30
years as a purchasing agent for the
City of Plainfield.

He served as President of the Pas-
toral Council, a member of the Lit-
urgy Committee, a Eucharistic min-
ister, a lector and a volunteer for the
Homeless Program shelter, all at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Additionally, Mr. Renga was a soup
kitchen volunteer at St. Joseph’s So-
cial Service Center in Elizabeth and
coordinator of the soup kitchen at St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in
Plainfield. He also was active in the
Right to Life movement.

He graduated with a bachelor’s
degree from Seton Hall University
in South Orange.

Surviving are his wife of 38 years,
Catherine G. Renga; two daughters,
Mary Catherine Carr and Ann Marie
Dubanowitz; two sons, Michael
Renga and Peter Renga; a brother,
Robert Renga, and five grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 15, at the Higgins
Home For Funerals in Plainfield. A
Mass followed at St. Helen’s Church.
Interment took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to St. Mary’s Dinner Program, 516
West Sixth Street, Plainfield 07060
or to the Problem Pregnancy Cen-
ter, 576 Inman Avenue, Colonia
07067.

March 18, 2004
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James T. Summers, 39
James Terrence Summers, 39, of

Scotch Plains died on Friday, March
5, at University Hospital in Newark.

Born in Newark, he had resided
there prior to moving to Scotch Plains
three years ago.

Mr. Summers was employed for 16
years as a computer technician with
Royal Dalton in Somerset. He had
previously been a medical technician
at JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Surviving are two brothers, Gregory
Summers and Jason Summers, and
three sisters, Johnnese Summers, De
Von Summers and Johnell Summers.

A service was held on Friday,
March 12, at the Rose of Sharon
Community Church in Plainfield.

Arrangements were handled by the
Judkins Colonial Home in Plainfield.

March 18, 2004

Sidney B. Winans, 81
Sidney Beach Winans, 81, of

Fanwood died on Monday, March
15, at his home.

Born and raised in Livingston, he
had lived there before moving to
Fanwood 52 years ago.

Mr. Winans had been employed as
an insurance adjuster with Aetna Life
and Casualty in New York City prior
to retiring 20 years ago.

He was a longtime member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

He earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration
from Upsala College in 1954.

Mr. Winans served as a Second
Lieutenant in the United States Army
during World War II.

Surviving are his wife, Margaret
Geery Winans; three sons, Clifford
G. Winans, Roger S. Winans and
Christopher R. Winans; a daughter,
Lorraine Winans Dartoozos, and five
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, March 20, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Visitation will
be from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday at
the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Muhlenberg Foundation for
MRMC, in care of The Department
of Cardiology, Park Avenue and
Randolph Road, Plainfield 07061.

March 18, 2004
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Principal Kenneth Shulack Announces Honor Roll
For Second Marking Period at Roosevelt Intermediate
WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-

mediate School Principal Dr. Kenneth
Shulack has reported that 264 students
or 55 percent of the seventh and eighth
grade student body were named to the
Second Marking Period Honor Roll
for the 2003-2004 school year.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 33 STUDENTS

Kathryn Abruzzo Molly Hudelson
Nicole Aloupis Elizabeth Lisooey
Thomas An Maria Lomaka
Kimberly Berke Catherine Maguire
Sara Birkenthal Shannon Murray
Ryan Brown Lauren Nemiroff
Julia Burns Ryan Ragoza
Michael Carpetto Anne Re
Amanda Chang Christopher Rhodes
Aaron Davidson Joshua Schwartz
Christopher Delafuente Eriene-Heidi Sidhom
Daniel Dickstein Marguerite Sulmont
Margaret Flannery Ravi Tamboli
Amanda Garfinkel Mark Vander Schaaf
Briana Goncalves Stephanie Wang
Tara Handza Alan Workman

Daniel Zavaro

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 85 STUDENTS

Michael Abbattista Kathleen Masterson
Julian Applebaum Joseph McGrath
David Babetski Kathryn Millen
Trevor Barnes Charlotte Morabito
Samuel Berse Daniel Morse
Ankita Bilolikar Anna Morton

Max Blum Amanda Mosner
Peter Boyes Taylor Murtishaw
Amy Brown Elaheh Nozari
Ariel Burns Mairead O’Boyle
Erin Cahill K. Nicole Papadopoulos
Jack Camillo Kiran Patankar
Shelby Carlin William Scott Perry
Kristen Caruana Alexander  Powell
Spencer Cassidy Edward Purcell
Kristina Chabrier Thomas Purcell
Panos Chantzis Philip Queller
Harry Choi Samuel Rackear
Craig Dyer Justin Ramalho
Lauren Farrell Philip Reynolds
Matthew Fechter Christiana Ricciuti
Michael Foley Nicole Rosenberg
Elizabeth Fredas Jenna Roth
Anne Fruchtman Hannah Rubin
Natalie Golikov Brigid Ryan
Christopher Graf Katherine Sheridan
Kelsey Greenfield Jacob Shiffman
Eric Hagstrom Melissa Shulman
Brian Hart Amanda Simmons
Gabrielle Jakub Todd Souders
Christopher Jenkins Maxwell Sugarman
Connor Jennings Daniel Sullivan
Will John Lauren Sullivan
Emily Kline Michael Tormey
Charles Laird Alexandra Tunis
Dan Liu Andrew Wenta
Allison Lowenstein George Wharam
Daniel Ludlum Peter Williams
Gregory Luppescu Patrick Younger
Taylor Manetti Michael Zhu
Kathryn Martin Arielle Ziering
F. William Mascarich, 3rd Tara Zierler

Steven Zilberberg

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 55 STUDENTS

Marlee Austin Benjamin Maimon
Erin Bange Harry Marino
Cameron Banta Daniel Markowski
Caitlin Burke Pratik Mehta
Stephen Chan Zachary Minken
Alex Colucci Kimberly Morowski
Jordana Confino Gregory Morrissey
Kyle Cortley Marissa Mumford
Lauren Couture Haley Mustard
Leigh Couture Kevin Neylan
Emily Cozzi Alexandra Pecora
Joshua David Josephine Reinhardt
William Eisenberg Crista Ricci
Cornelius Fitzpatrick Sari Schwartz
Vincent Fitzpatrick Erin Scialabba
Christopher Frank Kevin Shallcross
Katherine Gelinne Allison Sharkey
Matthew Gralla Melissa Souto
Britta Greene Danielle Tepper
Peter Griesmer Elena Tinfow
Brandon Heroux Lindsay Tishberg
Caitlin Hewett Lindsay Walsh
Lauren Krichilsky Cindy Wang
Ryan Kuppersmith Daniela Weiner
Max Lazar Hannah Weisman
Da (Deborah) Lee Domenick Wissel
Mary Mahoney Eric Zagorski

Xinyi (Ed) Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 91 STUDENTS

Timothy Adamcik Benjamin Hiller
Alexandra Annis Lauren Huff
Stephen Aswad Melanie Jackson
Andrew Bakst Christine Kandigian
Claire Bennett Michael Kane
Andres Betancourt Dean Kowalski

Anusuya Bharadwaj Tim Kuehn
Matthew Blutfield Eunsol-Vickt Lee
Laryssa Borkowsky Kathryn Lewis
Jessica Campo Nicholas Li Volsi
Robert Castelo Allison MacDonald
AJ Cerami Joseph Maran
Christopher Chin Catherine Marvin
Tyler Clark Matthew McCurdy
Raymond Connery Rebecca McNulty
Caitlin Corkery Katherine Meylor
Andrew Cunningham Robert Miller
Barbara D’Agosto Christopher Morina
Ian Devaney Michael Mosier
Michael Dibble Gregory Nelson
Benjamin Dornfeld Michael Nika
Jared Dornfeld Corrinne Parkinson
Emily Doskow Kevin Paul
Rose Driscoll Ionna Protogiannis
Elizabeth Engel Stephanie Quinton
Josefine Eriksson Kimberly Ripperger
Craig Esposito Andrew Rosenberg
Meghan Evans Stephanie Rowe
Brian Fabiano Kirk Sabnani
Matthew Feniger Daniel Santry
Maya Fine Pincus Kelley Seeger
Bryan Fitzpatrick James Seip
Michael Fitzpatrick Luke Shane
Alexander Fruchtman Megan Sherman
Nicholas Fusaro Deborah Siegel
Brittney Gallagher Alexandra Sisto
Melissa Gallagher Sean Sullivan
Rachel Ganz Ann-Marie Valentine
Paige Geraghty Emily Walus
Aidan Granstrand Michael Weinberg
Rachel Gray Zacharie Weingarten
Matthew Green Hannah Wharam
Jared Greene Trevor Yee
Alexander Greenspan Katherine Young
Elizabeth Hawkins Michelle Zaffuto

Lisa Zavetz

“Can You Afford to Grow Old?”
This program is designed to teach about financial
independence and protection for you and your family.
Learn how you can:

• Build and maintain your financial independence.
• Improve your quality of life.
• Prepare yourself and family for the escalating costs

of long-term care.
• Take advantage of affordable protection options.
• Preserve the value of your estate for your family. 

“Medicare—Do You Know Your Rights?”
This program is designed to teach seniors and their caregivers
how to become better healthcare consumers. It will also show
how to combat fraud, waste and abuse of the Medicare system.
The program is part of a nationwide effort sponsored by the
federal Administration on Aging. Learn how you can:

• Know what supplies are covered under the Medicare
program.

• Cover the cost of rehabilitation following hospitalization.
• Qualify for home care services that may be covered by

Medicare.
• Prevent errors that can cost you and your loved ones.

These free programs are sponsored by Brighton Gardens
of Mountainside, a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted Living and a
Reminiscence Neighborhood, which focuses on
residents’ memory impairment. 

“Can You Afford to Grow Old?”
by Glenn Davis & Associates,

True Investments, Inc.

Date Friday, March 26, 2004
Time 6:30pm

“Medicare—Do You Know Your Rights?”
by Bob Cadnet, Coordinator, New Jersey Healthcare

Advocate Volunteer Effort (NJ HAVE)

Date Wednesday, March 31, 2004
Time 6:30pm

Place Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
1350 Route 22 West,
Mountainside, NJ 07902

RSVP required to 908-654-4460
Light refreshments will be served

Open to the public—
all seniors and caregivers welcome

Free Educational Seminars
for Seniors, Families and Professionals

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

ABOUT THE EVENTS

BUDDING REPORTERS…This month, the student reporters at Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains finalized the 2004 edition of the newspa-
per, Coles in the News. The Coles Newsroom is part of the school’s After-
School Enrichment Program. The publication is distributed to the entire
student body and staff. The reporters are enrolled in the second, third and
fourth grades. Pictured, left to right, are: Jamie Rauch, Ross Hankin, Sophia
Randazzo, John Posyton, Priya Kamdar, Dylan Takats, Andrew Olin,
Taylor Diken, Katherine DeMarco, Samantha Diaz, Alexandra Ehrenthal
and Marc Schilissel.

Dr. Paskowitz to Head
Summit Speech School

Dr. Pamela Paskowitz

NEW PROVIDENCE — The Sum-
mit Speech School has named Dr.
Pamela Paskowitz as its new Execu-
tive Director. She will begin her ten-
ure on Thursday, July 1.

Currently, she serves as the director
of school, research, and re-
lated services at the Clarke
School for the Deaf in
Northampton, Mass., where
she administers the kinder-
garten through eighth grade
program.

In addition to teaching at
various levels at Clarke
School, her professional
experience includes serving as an
adjunct professor in the special edu-
cation/early childhood department
at Loyola College and working in the
Baltimore County public schools as
a special education teacher, a speech/

language pathologist, and a speech/
language resource clinician.

Dr. Paskowitz earned a Doctorate
degree in Speech/Language Pathol-
ogy from Ohio University, her
Master’s in Education degree from

Smith College, and a
bachelor’s degree in speech
pathology from Mount Saint
Agnes College.

The school provides educa-
tional, therapeutic, and social
services to hearing-impaired
children in a completely audi-
tory/oral program. No sign lan-
guage is used. The school typi-

cally enrolls more than 150 students
from about 100 different New Jersey
communities each year.

For more information, please
call  (908) 508-0011 or visi t
www.summitspeech.com.

Megan Hobson Earns
Honors at Skidmore
WESTFIELD – Skidmore Col-

lege in Sarasota Springs, N.Y. has
reported that Megan Hobson of
Westfield received highest honors
for the fall 2003 semester. The
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gene
Hobson of Westfield, Megan is a
member of the Class of 2004.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

 

Michelle Hart
Seventh Grade English Teacher,

Park Middle School, Scotch Plains
By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 24
Hometown: Raised in Harmony,

near Philipsburg, Ms. Hart currently
resides in Randolph.

Education: At Montclair State
University in Upper Montclair, Ms.
Hart earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in
English, as well as her
secondary education
teacher’s license.
Presently, she is work-
ing toward teaching
certification as a
Teacher of the Handi-
capped at Montclair
State.

Previous Experi-
ence: Ms. Hart has
served as a student
teacher in Livingston.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When:
“I can just tell when
the light bulb goes on in their head.
Their face literally lights up,” said Ms.
Hart. “It is also nice to hear phrases
such as ‘Oh, I get it’ and ‘Oh, so you
mean…’ and then the student repeats
the exact point I was getting at. Also,
with English it is easy to tell if I have
reached a student through the quality
and depth of their writing pieces.”

What I Love About the School
District: “I feel very fortunate to
have been hired in this district. The
district provides opportunities for
professional development, which has
been very beneficial as a new
teacher,” said Ms. Hart. She noted
that her experience in the district has
“been fabulous” thus far.

“Park Middle School is truly a
wonderful place to work,” she said.
“All of my colleagues have been
very supportive and Park truly is a
family. Furthermore, I love the fact
that there are many opportunities for
the teachers, students, and parents to
interact such as our recent Coffee
House and the staff verses student
basketball game. This allows for the
community to foster a unique, yet
embracing culture.”

The Coffee House, according to
Ms. Hart, is an annual event spon-
sored by the music department, which
provides an arena for students to
“show off” their talents.

“This year’s Coffee House included
a step performance, numerous singing
performances, instrumental perfor-
mances, and dance routines, as well as
a band,” said Ms. Hart. “It is an oppor-
tunity for the students’ peers, commu-
nity members, and teachers to see their
talents outside of the classroom.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “My fa-
vorite unit to teach is the
multicultural/diversity unit. This unit
consists of a couple different activi-
ties that I feel are very valuable to the
students,” said Ms. Hart. “The stu-
dents are able to participate in litera-
ture circles where their peers are
reading the same book and then they

Michelle Hart

are able to discuss it. I feel this
activity is very beneficial to the stu-
dents because it ties their written,
oral and listening skills. The best
part is that sometimes the least ex-
pected student becomes the ‘leader’
of the group.”

“As a culmination to the literature
circles, the students
write a letter to the
author of their book,”
she added. “This is a
wonderful experience
for the students be-
cause they can give
their feedback to a ‘fa-
mous’ person. What’s
even better is that
oftentimes we receive
letters back from the
authors.”

“Another reason
why I like this unit so
much is that there are
great short stories that
we read,” explained

Ms. Hart. “For example, ‘On the Side-
walk Bleeding’ by Evan Hunter, which
is a student favorite, ‘The Song of the
Trees’ by Mildred Taylor, and my per-
sonal favorite, ‘The Scarlet Ibis’ by
James Hurst.”

“These short stories tackle the topic
of multiculturalism/diversity in dif-
ferent and unique ways and the chil-
dren are engaged throughout the read-
ing of these pieces,” she concluded.

The Future of Education in
America: “Based on what I have
learned about how children achieve
success, parents and the rest of the
community have to continue to play
an active role in the life of their
children,” said Ms. Hart.

“Furthermore, educators need the
opportunity to continue honing their
skills through grants offered by the
district and businesses alike,” she said.

My Goal As An Educator: To reach
as many students as possible on any
given day is Ms. Hart’s ultimate goal.

“Not only do I want to educate my
students,” she said, “but make their
education memorable. If they remem-
ber what I have taught them, then they
will be able to apply it to their life.”

Home Life: Currently looking for
a condominium in the area of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood or surrounding
towns, Ms. Hart frequently visits her
parents and younger brother on the
weekends in Harmony.

Westfield PTC to Present
Annual Awareness Expo

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parent-Teacher Council (PTC)/Spe-
cial Education Committee will hold
its 11th Annual Awareness Expo on
Tuesday, March 30, at 7:15 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street in Westfield.

The evening of workshops will be
presented by specialists from the pro-
fessional community who donate their
time to speak on a variety of topics
related to the educational needs of
children.

Parents, educators and profession-
als from Westfield and many of the
surrounding districts attend the expo,
which is free and open to the public.

The program includes two, one-
hour “break out” type sessions, cov-
ering an assortment of child related
topics, including the following:

• “Customizing Reading Instruc-
tion to Maximize Potential” by Dr.
Francie Matthews of Francie M.
Matthews & Associates, Westfield;

• “Social Skills Training for Chil-
dren with Communications Disor-
ders” by Westfield licensed social
worker Janice Bryk;

• “ADHD and Beyond: Develop-
ments in the Identification and treat-
ment of ADHD and related disor-
ders” by Dr. Lewis Milrod, a pediat-

ric neurologist from Union;
• “The Unwritten Rules of Friend-

ship All Children Need to Learn” by
Dr. Natalie Elman, author, learning
consultant and speech pathologist
from Springfield;

• “The Use of Exercise, Movement
and Physical Therapy to Enhance
Learning” by Beth Richardson, a
physical therapist in the Westfield
school district;

• “Beyond See Spot Run: An In-
troduction Various Specialized Read-
ing Programs” by Sandy Stanton, spe-
cial education teacher and private in-
struction;

• “So — What About College?” by
Alice Hunnicutt, Statewide Parent Ad-
vocacy Network (SPAN) project di-
rector for transition from school to
adult life; and

• “Planning for the Future: Special
Needs Estate Planning” by Douglas
Vogel, Co-Founder of S.N.A.P. (Spe-
cial Needs Advocate for Parents).

The Special Education Committee,
a sub-committee of the Westfield PTC,
acts as a support network, an informa-
tion resource, and a watchdog on is-
sues concerning special education.

The committee hosts the expo as
part of its annual fundraiser for the
Katherine E. Cuthbertson Memorial
Fund, named in honor of a little
Westfield girl with severe disabilities
who overcame significant obstacles
to be one of the first fully “included”
children in New Jersey.

Each year, the fund provides for a
limited number of monetary awards
to eligible Westfield High School
seniors and recognizes the student’s
personal achievement and growth
through both their schooling and
outside activates. The fund is also
used to provide free educational pro-
grams for parents and teachers.

For more information about the
Awareness Expo, the PTC/Special Edu-
cation Committee or to make a dona-
tion to the Katherine E. Cuthbertson
Memorial Fund, please call (908) 789-
7523 or e-mail mbging@comcast.net
or visit www.westfieldnj.com/
specialeducation.
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MACNEIL HELPS BREAK 5 WESTFIELD HS RECORDS

Blue Devil Girls Shatter Nine
WHS Indoor Track Records

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In many instances, other than
sports, the bar of achievement gets
lowered in order to reward medioc-
rity; however, it was not the
case with this year’s Westfield
High School (WHS) indoor
track girls. The bar of achieve-
ment, instead, was elevated
in a big way as the Blue Dev-
ils shattered nine WHS girls
indoor track records.

Figuring in five of those
records was junior Emily
MacNeil. Individually, she
broke WHS records in the
300 meters with a time of
44.2 and the 800 meters at
2:18.4 when she placed fifth
at the Meet of Champions
(MOC). Junior Annie Onishi,
seniors Mika Cruz and Jennell
Carter, and MacNeil set the
WHS record in the sprint re-
lay. MacNeil, sophomore Meg
Driscoll, Carter and Onishi
established the new WHS
record in the 4x400 meters
with a time of 4:07.4 at the
MOC and Onishi, sophomore
Mariam Becker-Cohen,
Driscoll and MacNeil set the
WHS record in the 4x800.

During the Union County
(UC) relays on January 5,
which the Blue Devils won
and placed in the top-4 in
every event, seniors Alison
Petrow with a heave of

31’10.5” and Caroline Sheridan with
a toss of 32’4” broke the WHS record
in the shot put relay a total distance
of 64’2.5”. Junior Britany
Mironovich at 4’10” and senior

Amanda Nehring at 4’8” set a new
high jump relay record at 9’6”.

Individually, senior Ja’net Tiller
set a new WHS 55-meter dash record
with a 7.4 and Petrow set a new shot

put record with a 35' 3.75"
toss.

In addition to winning the
UC relay title, the girls won
the UC (individual) champi-
onships and represented them-
selves well in several presti-
gious meets, including the
Group 3 championships.
MacNeil placed fourth in the
800, and MacNeil, Driscoll,
Carter and Onishi placed fifth
in the 4x400 to qualify for the
MOC. Onishi placed ninth in
the 800 and Petrow and
Sheridan placed seventh and
ninth, respectively, in the shot
to qualify as wild cards for the
MOC.

Onishi, Driscoll, senior
Deenie Quinn and MacNeil
placed fourth at the Eastern
States Championships. In the
sprint medley relay, MacNeil,
Onishi, Cruz and Carter
placed first in the UC relays.
MacNeil won the UC 800-
meter title for the third con-
secutive year and Onishi and
Driscoll made it a 1-2-3 sweep
in the event. Onishi, MacNeil,
Driscoll and Cruz also placed
first in the 4x400.

“This was the greatest in-

COCO NETS 360 PTS; KORF, COCO NET 128 RBD EACH

Blue Devil Boys Finish With
Best Hoop Season Since 1977

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The words “Blue Devils” in the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team’s nickname signifies “heat”
and this year’s Blue Devils finished
with a 16-8 record, the best since
1977, and were competitive in nearly
every game. Interestingly, the real
“burn” came with five of their eight
losses.

Two of those burning losses came
at the hands of rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, featuring 6’7” Lance Tho-
mas and 6’9” Derrick Caracter. In
the first, the Raiders held on to grasp
a thrilling, 65-61 victory before a

packed house in Westfield on De-
cember 23. The second came on Janu-
ary 31 in Scotch Plains where the
Raiders clung to a 60-56 victory.

On January 6, with 35 seconds
remaining, then No. 14 Linden took
advantage of a Westfield slip then hit
a jumper with one second left to sting
the Blue Devils, 45-43. On January
13 in Westfield, No. 18 Elizabeth
outlasted the Blue Devils, 65-61.
The final burn came in the Union
County Tournament when Westfield
rallied to take a five-point lead with
2:20 remaining then turned ice cold
to allow Summit to seize a 48-43
victory.

The Blue Devils did have a 56-46
win over Summit in the Butch Kowal
Tournament in Rahway on Decem-
ber 29 and got revenge on Linden
with a victory on February 3.

“We were very competitive and
played with everybody except South
Plainfield who led from start to fin-
ish,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly. “We had players who
could execute the plan and be com-
petitive with the top teams in the
state.”

Senior guard Jan Cocozziello ex-
ecuted the game plan very well and
led the team in scoring with 360

MINEO GETS 4TH; SILBER, 5TH; TOMASSO MAKES TOP-12

Francavilla Finishes Second
At State Wrestling Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School matman, senior Derek
Francavilla (127-lbs), led a band of
four Raiders into the NJSIAA State
Wrestling Tournament at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City on March 12-
13-14 and returned home a second-
place medalist. Raider junior Steve
Mineo (132-lbs) took fourth-place
honors and senior Andrew Silber
(173-lbs) grabbed fifth place. Raider
senior Eric Connolly was defeated in
the preliminary round and Westfield
High School senior Lee Tomasso
(154-lbs) finished in the top-12, just
missing the medal round by one bout.

Region 3, where the Raiders and
Blue Devils compete, represented
itself very well, claiming four cham-
pions. Jimmy Conroy of South
Plainfield won at 105-lbs, Mike Grey
of Delbarton won at 114-lbs, Darrion
Caldwell of Rahway claimed the 121-
lb crown and Mike Gatti of Watchung
Hills captured the 162-lb crown.

Francavilla, in quest of being the
first Raider to win a state champion-
ship in nearly, four decades, made
his first move toward fulfilling that
quest by dominating Tom Roberto of
Notre Dame, 8-2, in the pre-
quarterfinals. The Raiders had three
state champions in the mid-1960s
under Head Coach Mike Sorrentino,
a Union County Wrestling Hall of
Famer. According to Sorrentino,
“Steve Parker won at 148-lbs in 1963,
Harry Wowchuck won at 141-lbs in

1964 and Rudy Lanza won at 135-lbs
in 1965”.

In the quarterfinals, Francavilla
controlled Ron Hickman of South-
ern Regional, 6-1. In the meantime,
the two top-seeds, Bryan Nunziato
of Bergen Catholic and Joe
Bubenheimer of Woodbridge were
bounced into the wrestlebacks.

“He’s rolling along. He’s got a
good situation going,” commented
Raider Head Coach John Scholz af-
ter receiving news that Bubenheimer
and Nunziato were defeated. “He’s
looking good! He had another nice
victory today.”

Aware of the situation, Francavilla
commented, “I was going to wrestle
the same match no matter who I
faced. I was ready to wrestle them. I
did my part. They just didn’t do
theirs.”

In the semis, Francavilla scored a
first-period takedown on Jerome
Greco of Newark Academy then
added an escape and a crucial
takedown in the third period to seal
the bout, 5-1, and advance to the
championship.

“My coaches told me that I just
needed to break a couple of walls
down. I must have done the right
things, because I caught fire and
rolled through these guys,” com-
mented Francavilla who added,
“When I saw the score, 3-1, I knew it
was the match right there when I got
that last takedown.”

In the title bout, Francavilla was
locked in a 5-5 tie with Nick Bridge

of Absegami at the end of regulation,
but Bridge scored a takedown fol-
lowed by a two-point nearfall late in
overtime to win 9-5.

Mineo received a 7-6 shock from
Chris Cartella of Clearview in the
pre-quarterfinals but came back with
a vengeance in the wrestlebacks.
Against Cartella, Mineo was hang-
ing onto a three-point lead and fig-
ured he could just run the clock out,
but two stall calls later and a last
second slip behind by Cartella cost
Mineo the bout.

Beginning the long trip back,
Mineo won a 9-1, majority decision
over Shawn Putnam of Raritan then

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HIS WAY INTO THE 127-LB FINALS…Raider Derek Francavilla, left, arm drags Jerome Greco of Newark
Academy and grapevines his leg in an effort to slither around behind in the 127-lb semifinal bout. Francavilla won, 5-1,
to advance to the title bout.

Steve Kim (Image One Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE 800 METERS…Blue Devil Emily
MacNeil, right, set a new WHS record in the 800 meters.
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Blue Devil Girls Shatter Nine
WHS Indoor Track Records
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door team I have coached. The spirit,
enthusiasm, work ethic, drive and
positive attitude that this team pos-
sessed was amazing! They were a
‘team’ in every sense of the word,”
exclaimed Blue Devil Head Coach
Jen Buccino.

Out of a squad of 70 girls, 14 will
graduate and all will be competing in
girls spring track that will feature
over 100 Blue Devils.

“We look very strong and well-
rounded in our events for the spring
season,” said Buccino.

Of the 58 remaining girls, a wealth
of talent is expected to return next
winter. Heading the talent will be
MacNeil, Onishi, Mironovich,
Becker-Cohen, Rachel Barrett and
Driscoll. Others who will add strength
are: Christina Henry (shot put),
Lauren Nolan and Danielle Parkinson

(hurdles), Caitlyn Berkowitz (dis-
tance), Allison Fleder, Kristen Ryan
and Erica Ammermuller (sprints),
Gillian Kape, Ayn Wisler, Jen
Danielsson and Maureen Hughes
(middle distance and distance), and
Meredith Kender and Gillian Kape
(high jump).

“Starting with the captains Jennell
Carter, Ja’net Tiller, Laura Pietruszki,
Deenie Quinn and Alison Petrow,
and trickling right down to the rook-
ies and the freshmen, every single
member of the team was on a com-
mon mission – to be the very best that
she could be,” stated Buccino. “In
my opinion they deserved every suc-
cess they achieved. I could not have
been prouder of their accomplish-
ments this season and they have so
much more to look forward to this
spring, and next year.”

points – 15 points-per-game (ppg) –
and in 3-pointers with 25. Last year,
he pumped in 348 points. Cocozziello
also had strength driving to the bas-
ket for a layup or drawing a foul to
earn a free trip to the charity line.
Defensively, he was the team’s chief
thief with 37 steals and tied with
forward Joe Korfmacher in rebounds
with 128.

“We knew Jan would play as hard
as he could every game. He was our
leading scorer and he did a good job
offensively and defensively,” said
Everly.

Korfmacher, a senior, averaged 5.9
ppg for a 143 total and was second on
the team in steals with 35.

“He was a good roll player. He was
one of our better rebounders and
defenders. He always played the other
team’s top forward. He had a solid
jump shot that would keep the de-
fense honest,” said Everly.

Senior forward Terrance Bryant
had a great season, averaging 9.4 ppg
for 243 points and he was dangerous
from the perimeter, nailing 21 3-
pointers.

“Terrance was a nice surprise,”
commented Everly. “He turned on
offensively and defensively. Terrance
is so flexible that he could go inside
and go outside.”

Senior forward Tyshon Blackmon

averaged 8.2 ppg for 197 points, had
53 assists and pulled in 119 rebounds.

“He was our best post player,” said
Everly. “He was very active under
the boards and he showed that he
could score. He’s only 6’1” but he
played like he was 6’7”. We were
really a small team with our biggest
guy being only 6’3”.”

Junior point guard Eric Hayes, who
scored 272 points as a sophomore,
totaled 217 points this season and led
the team in assists with 61.

“Eric sacrificed a little for us this
year,” Everly pointed out. “We had
other players who could shoot. He
was unselfish and created things for
people.”

Junior Bryan Power added a lot of
muscle under the board and grabbed
123 rebounds, but he also contrib-
uted 123 points for a 5.1 ppg aver-
age.

“He was a JV last year, worked
hard over the summer and it paid
off,” expressed Everly. “He was a
good defensive rebounder and could
hit jump shots.”

Junior guard Billy Hearon came
off the bench to contribute 84 points
and 54 assists.

“He was a very good defender,”
said Everly. “We looked for him to
play the defense at the end of the
game where we really needed it.”

Blue Devil Boys Finish With
Best Hoop Season Since 1977

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

BOND ORDINANCE:  593-2004
(FINAL ADOPTION)

March 11, 2004

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY ADOPTED
BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON MARCH 11, 2004, AND THE 20 DAY PERIOD OF
LIMITATION WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR PROCEEDING QUESTIONING
THE VALIDITY OF SUCH BOND ORDINANCE CAN BE COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED
IN THE LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

Sharda Badri, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

ORDINANCE 593-2004
Intro:2/26/2004

FINAL ADOPTION 3/11/04

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF A LOAN TO THE
UNION COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY FOR THE ACQUISITION OF
REAL PROPERTY FOR A NEW JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER IN AND
FOR THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRI-
ATE THE SUM OF $4,300,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE
OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, as follows:

Section l.  The County of Union, State of New Jersey (the “County”) is hereby authorized,
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:37A-79, to make a loan to the Union County Improvement Authority
(the “Authority”) for the acquisition by the Authority of real property in the City of Linden (the
“City”) for use as the site of a new County Juvenile Detention Center.  Said property to be
acquired has a street address of 1075 Edward Street and is designated as Block 580, Lot
7 on the Tax Assessment Map of the City.   It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the
County is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with the Authority setting forth the
terms of the County’s loan and (2) the County Manager is hereby authorized to execute the
loan agreement on behalf of the County.

Section 2.  The sum of $4,300,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of
making the improvement described in Section l hereof (hereinafter referred to as “purpose”).
Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and
the down payment appropriated by this ordinance.  Said improvement shall be made as a
general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property
specially benefited.

Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) said purpose is not a current expense
of said County, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance of obligations
of said County pursuant to the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey
Statutes, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”), and (3) the estimated cost of said purpose
is $4,300,000, and (4) $205,000 of said sum is to be provided by the down payment
hereinafter appropriated to finance said purpose, and (5) the estimated maximum amount
of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $4,095,000, and (6) the cost
of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, does not include any amount to finance the cost
of such purpose, including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs,
legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent
permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $205,000, appropriated for
down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets
heretofore adopted for said County, are now available to finance said purpose.  The sum of
$205,000 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said
purpose.

Section 5.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said County of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $4,095,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined
within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined
by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.

Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said County of an
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $4,095,000 are hereby authorized to be issued
pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event
that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby
authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the
bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant
to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys
raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be
applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.

Section 7.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date,
shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations
prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations
prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by
the Chairperson of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, by the County Manager and by the
County Treasurer and shall be under the seal of said County and attested by the Clerk or
Deputy Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders.  Said officers are hereby authorized to
execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to
determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also
the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the County Treasurer who is hereby
authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided
by law.

Section 8.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of forty years computed from the date
of said bonds.

Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of said County, and that such statement so filed shows that
the gross debt of said County, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased
by this ordinance by $4,095,000 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by
this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.

Section 10.  Any funds received from the State of New Jersey or any of their agencies or
any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in aid of such
purpose, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if bond anticipation
notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of
bonds authorized for such purpose shall be reduced accordingly.

Section 11.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by
the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and is available for public inspection.

Section 12. The County intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvement described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the County incurs such costs
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the County hereby states its reasonable
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or
notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

Section 13.  The full faith and credit of the County are hereby pledged to the punctual
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.
Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the County, and the
County shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the County for
the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as
to rate or amount.

Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof
after final passage.
1 T - 3/18/04, The Leader Fee: $194.82

David B. Corbin (2003-2004 Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DEFENDER…Blue Devil senior forward Joe Korfmacher, No. 22,
always defended well against the opponent’s top forward. Korfmacher pulled
down 128 rebounds as did Jan Cocozziello to share the team lead, scored 143
points and was second on the team in steals with 35.

Steve Kim (Image One Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECORD HOLDERS IN THE 4X400…Pictured, left to right, Meg Driscoll,
Annie Onishi, Emily MacNeil and Deenie Quinn set the WHS indoor track
record for the 4x400 meters.

David B. Corbin (2003-2004 Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS EVERYWHERE…Senior guard Jan Cocozziello, No. 30, led the
Blue Devils with 360 points, 25 three-pointers and 37 steals. He also tied for the
lead in rebounds with 128.
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Francavilla Takes Second, Mineo Gets Forth, Silber Grabs Fifth
At New Jersey State Wrestling Championship in Atlantic City

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

smothered Randy Dunkin of Bergen
Catholic with a bear hug before pin-
ning him in 36 seconds with an under
hook and an arm bar.

“I’m not holding back now. There
is no reason to,” stated Mineo after
his quick pin. “I’m going all out.
This is the culmination of all my
hard work. The finish does not mat-
ter. All that matters is my perfor-
mance and that I wrestle to the best
of my ability.”

Nursing a 4-3 lead late in the third
period, Mineo took Anthony Castro
of St. John Vianney to the mat with a
bear hug and added a three-point
nearfall to win 9-3 and advance to
the wrestleback semifinals where he
decisioned Wes Juelg of Lenape, 10-
6. In the bout for third place, he was
decisioned, 6-2, by Sal Tirico of Lodi.

Silber pinned Jared Duffy of
Phillipsburg in 4:59 then reached the
quarterfinals with a 4-0 decision over
Brandon Timms of Rancocas Valley.
After losing to top-seeded Vince
Jones of Winslow Township, 11-3,
Silber began his comeback by de-
molishing Dan Zander of Gateway
via, 17-0, technical fall in 3:51 In
addition to his two takedowns, Silber
polished up on his arsenal of tilts and
single grapevine with a Jacob’s hook
nearfall to advance to the wrestleback
quarterfinals.

“I was a little bit lazy on my feet in
the beginning because I didn’t want
to get into any situations that I
couldn’t handle. I knew that I would
be fine once I got on top. Once I got

the takedown I went to work and
started turning him,” explained Silber.

Silber followed with a 5-1 win
over Greg Soto of Ocean Township
then was nipped, 8-7, by Dayton
Frost of Pequannock. In the bout for
fifth, Silber punished Jon Butler of

Point Beach, 13-2.
Raider Eric Connolly (142-lbs) had

a lead over Andrew Coles of Eastern
but fell victim to a fall to halt his
chances of advancement.

Tomasso advanced to the pre-
quarterfinals with a 5-2 decision over

Mike Donohue of Livingston then
was bounced into the wrestlebacks
after losing to Scott Giffin of East-
ern. Tomasso kept his wits and decked
Dan Woods of Demarest in 3:10.

“He was on top and was trying to
throw a cradle, but I got his arms on

the other side of my head and put him
on his back,” explained Tomasso.

Although wrestling well he was
defeated, 5-0, by Dave Richmond of
Warren Hills, falling just one shy of
making the top eight.

Pleased, Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said, “Lee did everything
he had to do. He was aggressive. He
had a couple of nice shots. The other
kid did what he had to do. He
(Tomasso) had an awesome career.
He went out strong.”

“It was great just to get here. It’s
the end of the road (for wrestling)
because I will be playing soccer next
year. I wanted to leave everything on
the mat so I won’t regret it in years to
come. I think I did that,” said
Tomasso.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
105: — Jim Conroy (South Plainfield) d.
John Trumbetti (St. Joseph [Montvale]),
3-1 OT
114: — Mike Grey (Delbarton) d. Nick
Manochio (Manalapan), 12-5
121: — Darrion Caldwell (Rahway) p.
Jeff Zanetti (JP Stevens), 2:44
127: — Nick Bridge (Absegami) d. Derek
Francavilla (Scotch Plains-Fanwood), 9-
5 OT
132: — Mark Savino (Lawrence) d. Cory
Dunn (Rutherford), 8-2
137: — Dan Valimont (Jefferson) d. Nick
Orio (Eastern), 7-5
142: — Rory O’Donnell (St. Joseph
[Montvale]) d. Jack Decker (Seton Hall
Prep), 12-7

147: — Andrew Flanagan (Bound Brook)
p. Randy Moore (Camden Catholic), 1:07
154: — Steve Martell (Caldwell) d. Kody
Hamrah (Bishop Ahr), 4-3
162: — Mike Gatti (Watchung Hills) d.
Trevor Suter (Paulsboro), 4-3
173: — Vince Jones (Winslow Twp) p.
Mike Whalen (Parsippany), 1:04
191: — Ryan Goodman (Absegami) d.
Doug Umbehauer (Lenape), 8-5
217: — Anthony Orio (Eastern) d. Zeb
Davis (Lenape), 3-1
Hwt: — Diego Crespo (Paramus Catho-
lic) d. Kevin Davis (Toms River East), 3-
2 2OT

THIRD PLACE:
105: — Dave Smith (Paulsboro) d. Matt
Pagan (Bishop Ahr), 11-4
114: — John Mangini (Hillsborough) d.
Voris Tajada (Cherokee), 2-1 2OT
121: — Kyle Milanese (Delran) d. Bryan
Tracy (Paulsboro), 3-1
127: — Joe Bubenheimer (Woodbridge)
p. Bryan Nunziato (Bergen Catholic), 3:20
132: — Sal Tirico (Lodi) d. Steve Mineo
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood), 6-2
137: — Zack Tanelli (Millburn) p. Bob
Whalen (Belvidere), 2:50
142: — Matt Pendle (Raritan) p. Tom
Spellman (Kittatinny), 4:52
147: — Mark Ring (Washington) d. Alex
Caruso (Watchung Hills), 4-0
154: — Zack Shanaman (Pingry) d. Dave
Richmond (Warren Hills), 12-7
162: — Nick Barber (Kingsway) d. Rick
Kurtz (Delaware Valley), 3-0
173: — Mike Somma (Hunterdon Cen-
tral) d. Dayton Frost (Pequannock), 9-4
191: — Mike Eastman (Jefferson) d. Ian
McCleaf (Pemberton), 8-7
217: — Bill Beiermeister (Boonton) d.
Konran Dudziak (St Peter’s Prep), 2-1
2OT
Hwt: — Dennis Landolt (Holy Cross) d.
Frank McGrath (St. Augustine), 7-4

FIFTH PLACE (REGION 3 ONLY):
173: — Andrew Silber (Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) md. Jon Butler (Pt. Pleasant
Beach), 13-2
191: — Rich Vitale (River Dell) won by
forfeit over Shane Mallory (New Providence)

SEVENTH PLACE (REGION 3 ONLY):
121: — Baldwin (New Providence) d.
Robert Au (Phillipsburg) 10-9
127: — Rob Hickman (Southern Re-
gional) d. Paul Galipeau (Parsippany
Hills), 4-2
162: — Lior Zamir (Fairlawn) p. Angelo
DiLeo (Seton Hall Prep), 3:33
217: — Roy Dragon (Bridgewater-Raritan)
p. Steve Carbone (Cranford), 4:45

Darrion Caldwell (Rahway)
121-lb State Champion

Steve Mineo (Scotch Plains-Fanwood)
Fourth Place – 132-lbs

Edwin McCray
(Rahway) – 127-lbs

1st Round Wrestleback

Eric Connolly – 142-lbs
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood)

Preliminary Round

Ryan Wilson – 114-lbs
(Rahway)

1st Round Wrestleback

Ross Baldwin
(New Providence)

Seventh Place – 121-lbs

Steve Carbone
(Cranford)

Eighth Place – 217-lbs

Shane Mallory
(New Providence)

Sixth Place – 191-lbs

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: ROBERT LEONARDO, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 12TH day of MARCH, A.D. 2004, upon
the application of the undersigned, as EX-
ECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

KIMBERLY LEONARDO
EXECUTOR

313 HAVEN AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076

1 T - 3/18/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO MAINTAIN CONTROL…Raider Andrew Silber, right, tries to
control Vince Jones of Winslow Township in the 173-lb semifinal bout. Jones
ended up winning the title and Silber finished fifth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING HIS CAREER IN STYLE…Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, facing,
wrestled some of the finest bouts of his career during the last day of the Region
3 Tournament and at the state tournament.
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JOYFUL RESULTS…Surgent’s gymnasts Kelly Bohlinger and Lauren
Oberlander from Westfield celebrate after placing third and seventh, respec-
tively, in their age groups at the 2004 JOGA C State Championship meet.

Surgent’s Gymnast Girls Take
Second at State Championship

The Surgent’s Elite School of Gym-
nastics girls team from Westfield
took second place with a total of
97.075 in the Jersey Optional Gym-
nastics Association Level C NJ State
Championship meet held in Febru-
ary at Envision Gymnastics in
Eastampton. Over 220 girls aged 8-
18 on 28 teams competed in several
age groups. Surgent’s qualified 21
girls for the meet.

In the age 8-9 group, Megan
McClusker and Lauren Oberlander
finished sixth and seventh overall with
scores of 29.0 and 28.95, respectively.
McClusker placed eighth on the un-
even bars at 6.5 and ninth on vault and
floor exercise. Oberlander took fifth

on floor at 8.15 and ninth on the
balance beam at 7.05. Lindsay
Ripperger finished 11th overall with a
score of 28.5 and sixth on bars at 7.0.
MaryKate Walch finished 14th over-
all, including 12th on bars. Sarah
Seitz placed sixth on floor at 8.125.
Sarah Murphy took third on vault at
7.9. Kelly-Anne Crowley scored 7.6
on vault and 7.65 on floor. Brittny
Gallagher took fifth on vault at 7.85.
Laura Kent scored a 7.35 on vault and
7.5 on floor. Erin McAuliffe scored a
7.55 on floor and 7.0 on the beam.

In the two age 10 groups, Sarah
Shields from Westfield captured first
overall in her group with a score of
29.95, also taking first on bars at 7.7
and fifth on vault at 7.6. Kelly
Bohlinger placed third in her group at
30.45 and second on floor with an 8.5.
Marissa Mastrocola finished sixth with
a 29.1 and third on bars at 7.35.

In age 11, Erika Seale placed ninth
at 29.4 and second on bars at 7.7.
Allison Przygocki finished 16th over-
all and 10th on bars at 7.15.

In age 12, Kristina Chabrier and
Jamie Bornstein finished in first and
second with overall scores of 32.775
and 30.25, respectively. Chabrier fin-
ished first on beam and floor with
scores of 8.3 and 8.675, second on
bars at 7.9 and fourth on vault at 7.9.
Bornstein captured second on vault
and floor with scores of 8.1 and 8.15,
fifth on bars at 7.55 and ninth on
beam at 6.45.

In age 13, Stephanie Waryn, Julia
Valentin and Emily Kline finished in
the top 10. Waryn placed third overall
at 32.15, including first on bars at 8.4,
second on beam at 8.1 and fifth on
floor at 8.0. Valentin placed sixth
overall at 30.1, including fourth on
vault at 8.05 and eighth on bars at 7.5.
Kline finished 10th overall at 29.475,
and placed ninth on beam at 7.3 and
bars at 7.15. Allison Lowenstein
scored 6.9 on vault and floor.

FSPY Gymnasts Look Strong
At Madison Area ‘Y’ Meet

METUCHEN CYO CHAMPS…The Saint Helen’s 7/8th grade girls basketball
team recently won the Metuchen CYO title by defeating Saint Ann’s of Raritan.
Gabrielle O’Leary and Erin Miller were co-MVPs. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; O’Leary, Miller and Diana Venzia; middle row, Stephanie Slodyzcka,
Rose Driscoll, Ali MacDonald, Danielle Infantino and Claire Bennett; back row,
Coach John O’Leary, Head Coach Ed Miller and Assistant Coach Rich Infantino.
Missing is Alison Oberlander.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) A and B gymnastic
teams competed with teams from
South Mountain, Madison,
Montclair and South Brunswick Ys
at Madison Area Y on February 29.

In the Level 9 age 15 and under
group, Allegra Kenwell took third
on the uneven bars. In the 16+ group,
Kate Breuninger placed third on the
bars. Both have qualified to com-
pete in the Regional and National
Championship meets at Level 9.

In Level 8, 12U group, Lindsay

Robinson placed third on vault and
fifth in the all-around. Gina Pelosi
also competed in the 12U group. In
the 13+ group, Laurel Devlin cap-
tured first in the all-around and
third in vault, unevens and floor
exercise. Jenna Skoller placed
fourth in the all-around and second
on vault. All four girls will be com-
peting at the Regionals and Na-
tionals.

In B Division, 11U group, Olivia
Dunham took second in the all-
around as well as second in the
balance beam and unevens.
Samantha Mazzucco placed first
on the unevens and second on the
floor. Victoria Shack also competed
in the 11U group. In the 12+ group,
Matejek placed fifth in the all-
around.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BID

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

CONCESSION CONTRACT
FOR SCOTCH HILLS COUN-
TRY CLUB

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until April 1 2004, at 10:00 a.m. The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Town-
ship”) shall not be responsible for any bid
mailed which is lost in transit or delivered
late by the Postal Service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes which are clearly marked “Scotch
Plains Township Concession Contract”,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076". No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any Bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between Bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Specifications and bid forms may
be obtained from the Office of Recreation,
Municipal Building, Township of Scotch
Plains, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed Bid Package must accompany the
bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall ex-
ecute said Contract. The Bid Security shall
be in the amount of one hundred dollars
($100.00)

All bid Security, except the Bid Security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11 1 et seq. In the event of an equal or
tie bid, the Township shall award the bid in
accordance with state statutes. (Under Com-
petitive contracting the township may award
the contract not only based upon most ad-
vantages price, but other factors as well)

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

Upon the signing of the contract, the suc-
cessful bidder will deposit with the Town-
ship a Certified Check or Cashier’s Check in
the amount $2500.00 to insure faithful per-
formance of the contract. Said monies will
be held in trust by the Township for the
duration of the contract and will be returned
to the Concessionaire following a complete
inspection of the leased premises by a Town-
ship Representative

In the event that there are damages to the
building, equipment or any other County
owned property described herein which were
caused by other than normal wear and tear,
repair costs for said damages will be esti-
mated by the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and the full amount including labor will
be deducted from the $2500.00.

The successful bidder must comply with
the requirements of P. L. 1075. C. 127.

The successful bidder will be required to
properly execute the contract forwarded by
the Department of Law within ten 5 days of
their receipt. In addition, the performance
bond and the insurance requirements shall
be returned with the executed contracts.
Failure to do so within the time require herein
will constitute a breach of the specifications
and may result in the voidance of the bid
award.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the ‘Law Against
Discrimination’ approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, and the Ameri-
cans With Disability Act.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

1 T - 3/18/04, The Times Fee: $99.45

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, March 9, 2004 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC” (NO STOPPING OR
STANDING & TIME LIMIT
PARKING - CHURCH AVE.)

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC” (NO U-TURN – CHURCH
AVE.)

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE NO. 3-01
ADOPTED JUNE 12, 2001 ES-
TABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR MUNICIPAL
EMPLOYEES

were adopted on seconded and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 3/18/04, The Times Fee: $30.09

5K Road Race Set
For This Saturday

The Winters End Road Races pre-
sented by Commerce Bank are now
entering their second year and will
feature 5K, 5 Mile, and 1 Mile races.
The event will once again be held in
Rahway River Park in Rahway with
the 5K and 5 Mile starting at 9:30
a.m. on Saturday, March 20.

The PracticeHard Mile will begin
at 10:40 a.m. Enjoy great awards, hot
soup and other refreshments, custom
t-shirts, music by our dj, and the
$250 cash drawing! For information
and online registration go to
www.practicehard.com or call (908)
245-3000.

PEE WEE MAT CHAMPIONS…The 22nd Annual Metuchen Grapplers Nov-
ice Tournament was held on March 14. In the Pee Wee 60lb. division, Tyler
Kovacs, top, of Scotch Plains took first place with two pins. Jack Bunting,
platform 2, of Westfield took second, Jack Gokey, platform 3, of Bridgewater
took third and Andrew Ramirez of Cranford took fourth.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield 7th Girls
Advance in Hoops
The Westfield 7th Grade Girls

Travel basketball team advanced
to the semifinal round of the Tri-
County Basketball League last
week with an impressive, 48-32,
win over North Plainfield 7&8th
grade to improve its league record
to 14-2.

Nicole Blackmon and Charlotte
O’Leary led the scoring attack
with 18 and 17 points, respec-
tively. Liz Schoenbach had six
steals and five assists while Diana
Venezia and Shannon Murray
controlled the boards with 17 and
15 rebounds, respectively. Dayna
Marino, Tara Zierler,  Kim
Townsend and Amanda Simmons
also contributed with hard team
defense.
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The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

Westfield 
Enchanting Victorian 

Move-in condition nine room Victorian home features 
five bedrooms and three and one-half baths. Fabulous 
family room addition opens to backporch overlooking 
patio and pool. Beautiful deep property 80x326. Just a 

few blocks from town, train and schools. 
Presented at $1,175,000.
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DONATIONS FOR PETS…Chris Lestarchick of Troop 33 in Scotch Plains
collected over 100 lbs of dry dog and cat food and 125 lbs of cat litter, plus canned
pet food, treats, toys and money, which were all donated to Best Friend Dog &
Animal Adoption, Inc. Chris is working to become an Eagle Scout, and this
collection fulfilled requirements of the Family Life Badge. His collection filled
up his family car. He is pictured donating it to volunteer Irene Jakubowski at
the Best Friend Second Chance Resale Shop in Scotch Plains.

WF Foundation Awards
Grants To Local Agencies

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield Founda-
tion recently awarded $22,355 in
grants to local agencies and pro-
grams.

First quarter funding was awarded
to Union County College, to pro-
vide scholarships for Westfield resi-
dents attending the college and who
are in need of financial assistance.

The Rahway Hospital Foundation
received funding to purchase art-
work for the oncology unit of the
hospital.

Project ’79 at Westfield High
School received support to fund the
“Oresteia Project,” a multi-disci-
plinary, drama-based program open
to all Project ’79 students.

Trustees also approved a grant to
support a newly developed rowing
club at Westfield High School. The
grant will enable the school to pur-
chase a used boat for practice and
races.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra received a grant, which assists

them in running an educational out-
reach program for middle-high and
high school students.

The Westfield Adult School re-
ceived funding to promote new
courses being offered this spring
and support was provided to help
underwrite costs of the Education
Fund of Westfield’s annual 5K
fundraiser.

“The Westfield Foundation is de-
lighted to support these fine pro-
grams and organizations,” said Gail
Cassidy, President of the Founda-
tion.

The Foundation was established
in 1975 to enhance and support the
quality of life of the citizens of
Westfield. The Foundation is an in-
dependent, non-profit organization
funded entirely by contributions.
Since its beginning, the Foundation
has donated over $3 million to local
organizations.

For more information on the
Westfield Foundation, or to make a
contribution, please contact Eliza-
beth Chance at (908) 233-9787. Gadabout Group Schedules

Visit to Ironbound Section
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Seniors Gadabout
Group has announced a trip to the
Ironbound section of Newark on
Thursday, March 25, with visits to
Portuguese neighborhoods and
several area landmarks.

Among these landmarks will be
the Peddie Memorial Baptist
Church, built in 1890,  which
blends Byzantine, Gothic and Ro-
manesque architecture.

The itinerary also includes St.

Casimir’s Roman Catholic Church,
which was built for the area’s Pol-
ish population, and the studio of
Newark painter and sculptor
Emilio Serio. Mr. Serio created
the studio at the former site of the
old Polish National Catholic
Church.

The bus will depart from Echo
Plaza in Mountainside at 9:30 a.m.
The cost is $66 each. For reserva-
tions, please call Loretta at (908)
232-1404.

HEARTS TO TROOPS…Tiger Cub Den No. 8 from Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield made valentines for troops currently serving in at Camp Arifjan in
Kuwait. Pictured are, back row from left to right: Emma Pettit, Kevin Echausse,
Tommaso Wagner and Chris Pettit; front row: Kevin Stelmach, Michael
Kieselstein, Will Kieselstein, Emily Clauss and Kevin Clauss. The cubs also
recently sang at Engel House in Cranford as part of their community service work.

Free Women’s
Investment Seminar

To be Held in Garwood
GARWOOD – Stewart Ritter, Se-

nior Vice President/Investments for
Wachovia Securities in Westfield,
has announced that he will be host-
ing his first complimentary invest-
ment seminar of the year, entitled,
“The Biggest Mistakes Women In-
vestors Make and How to Avoid
Them,” at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March
23, at the Westwood in Garwood.

The seminar is geared towards the
specific investment concerns women
share, and shows how women can
take greater control of their finances.

“Women have traditionally been
neglected when it comes to finan-
cial education,” Mr. Ritter said.
“Women investors face several
unique concerns when investing and
should therefore consider taking a
unique approach to financial plan-
ning. One of the most important
tools for any investor is knowledge,
and that is why I am providing this
free educational seminar for
women.”

Groups from women’s clubs and
organizations as well as individual
investors are encouraged to attend
the seminar. Tickets are free, but
space is limited. For more informa-
tion and to request complementary
tickets call Rose DeSimone at (908)
789-7827.

knowledge of the proper placement
of objects, plants, and furniture
within rooms.  With the use of Feng
Shui, good health, love and abun-
dance are all increased. Dates:
Thursdays April 8, 15 & 22. Times:
7 –9 p.m.

Sweet Gatherings: What’s Your
Specialty?  Cookies, brownies,
pies?  Bake your best creations
each week, bring copies of the reci-
pes and share your secrets with
friends.  Taste other delicacies, swap
ideas and enjoy your dessert!
Dates: Mondays, April 19 & 26 and
May 3 & 10. Times: 12-2 p.m.

Women’s Softball League: Con-
tact Yvette Easley at (908) 654-
7131. Games will be played at Town-
ship Ball fields beginning at 6 p.m.
Fees and regulations are set by league
officials.  Season begins mid-April
and runs through mid-July.

One Day Trips: The Community
School of Scotch Plains/Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department are jointly offering the
following day trips:

Historic Philadelphia, Indepen-
dence Hall, Saturday, May 1. Fee is
$35 per person.  Bus departs at 8:15
a.m. and returns approx. 6 p.m.
Register by April 1.  Bus will leave
from Park Middle School.  Need a
minimum of 15 people.

Touring and Tea at Liberty Hall,
Friday, May 14. Fee: $45 per person.
Bus will depart at 12 noon and return
approx. 4:30 p.m.  Register by April
14.  Bus will leave from  Brookside
Park on Hetfield Ave.  Need a mini-
mum of 15, maximum 24.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
The Smartest Weasel in the

World Science Workshop (1st-5th
grade): Weasel Robots-  The wea-
sel has two motors, a 3-speed gear
box & 2 photo sensors.   It’s all
yours to make and keep.  Learn
about gears, sensors, electronic
components, circuit boards and
more.  Design and program your
own robot.    Please bring a lunch.
Date: Monday and Tuesday,
April 5 and 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fee:
$110 per person

Adult Programs
Beginner Bridge Lessons:

Classes will be taught by Wendy
Golding, instructor for the past four
years.  You will receive handouts
each week to help you along.  There
will be 25 minutes of instruction
followed by questions/answers and
then hands-on playing.  Need a
minimum of eight players to have
the class. Dates: Fridays, April 16-
June 18 (10 classes). Times: 10
a.m. to 12 p.m.

 Intermediate/Advanced Bridge
Lessons: Wendy Golding, Instruc-
tor, will teach the concepts the
class is most interested in learning.
A syllabus is handed out as well as
a class schedule.  (need a minimum
of eight players) Dates: Fridays,
April 16-May 14 (5 classes) Times:
12:45-2:45 p.m.

Feng Shui: Feng Shui, the 3,000
year old Chinese Art of Placement,
reveals the intimate relationship
between the needs of the inner soul
and the energy centers of our living
spaces.  Through this excellent
beginners course, you will gain the

Governor Increases
Security on NJ Transit
TRENTON – In response to a se-

ries of coordinated bomb attacks on
Madrid’s commuter train system,
Governor James McGreevey an-
nounced increased measures to en-
hance New Jersey’s emergency pre-
paredness along transportation
routes.

“We are working hard every day to
ensure that our communities are safe
and secure,” said Governor
McGreevey.

The additional measures include
increased presence along New Jer-
sey Transit transportation centers and
are coordinated by the newly formed
Homeland Security Branch. The new
branch, formed last month, increases
the state’s capacity to respond to an
elevated threat level or any event
requiring the concerted efforts of
law enforcement, intelligence and
emergency response workers.

To maintain continued vigilance,
citizens are encouraged to contact
the New Jersey Office of Counter-
Terrorism at 1-866-4-SAFE-NJ to
report any unusual or suspicious ac-
tivity. Homeland security prepared-
ness tips can be found online at
www.njhomelandsecurity.com or the
State Police website, www.njsp.org
and clicking on the Office of Emer-
gency Management icon.

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $545,000

Custom home on a private cul-de-sac.  This home features four bedrooms and two and one
half baths.  Formal dining room, living room, custom kitchen, family room with brick and
brass fireplace.  Two car garage.  Enjoy the custom brick patio and professionally landscaped
property.  Many extras! (052009378)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $764,900

Classic 5 bedroom Colonial with traditional charm.  Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan,
gourmet custom kitchen, 3 1/2 baths, family room with 3 walls of windows, formal dining
room opens on to 35 x 30 slate patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town, schools
and transportation. (052009349)

MOUNTAINSIDE                    $569,900

This home features four bedrooms and two and one half baths.  Hardwood floors through-
out, entertainment sized living room with woodburning fireplace.  Located on over 1/3 acre
of landscaped property with flowering trees and shrubs.  Abundant storage.  Close to school .
(052009373)

WESTFIELD                  $749,000

Spacious five bedroom, four 1/2 bath, recently renovated.  Living room, formal dining room,
gourmet kitchen, family room, den, finished basement.  Wood burning fireplace, three car
garage.  Professionally landscaped property.  Close to town, train and schools. (052009119)

Sunny Split Stately Residence

Dutch Colonial Dutch Colonial
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Westfield: Week of March 1
Walter and Gail Jebens to Jeffrey

and Karen Rea, 93 Barchester Way,
$885,000.

Peter and Kara Korn, Jr. to Sean
and Colleen McDonald, 514 Kimball
Turn, $1,075,000.

Christoph and Ulrike Leutwyler to
Stephen and Alison Costalos, 126
Harrison Avenue, $565,000.

Thomas Curry and Nicole Gaul to
Charles Deeck, 913 South Avenue,
West, $385,000.

Agnese Cuccaro to Fiorenza
D’Aprano, 607 Hort Street, $357,500.

Kurt and Amanda Hines to James
and Kate Hill, 248 Hazel Avenue,
$487,500.

Richard Buontempo to Andrew and
Carol Rickert, 506 Codding Road,
$686,086.

Walter Sawyer to Attila and Ana
Agh, 610 Stirling Place, $150,000.

Steven Mocur and J&M Blaze,
LLC to Sanjiv and Anuradha Dutta,
249 Windsor Avenue, $200,000.

Jennifer Killoran to Erez and Me-
lissa Liebermann, 552 Washington
Street, $525,000.

Arnold Claman to Michael and
Patricia Price, 6 Rutgers Court,
$650,000.

Eric and Lorienne Mathisen to
Harry and Marian Romano, 207
Welch Way, $466,000.

Robert and Suan Koket to Judith
Gorski, 300 Ayliffe Avenue,
$435,000.

Dorothy Lanza to Joseph and Jan
Macik, 113 Virginia Street, $315,000.

Recent Home
Sales

CLASSIFIEDS

MARCH IS RED CROSS MONTH…Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott
signed the proclamation, proclaiming March as Red Cross Month for the
Westfield /Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross. Pictured from
left to right are: (back row) Deputy Fire Chief Daniel Kelly, Chapter Chair;
Claude Fusco, Treasurer; Angela Bellino, Vice Chair; Dennis Kinsella, Execu-
tive Director; (front row) Ernest Winter, Life Member and Mayor McDermott.

Mayor McDermott Declares
March as Red Cross Month
WESTFIELD – March is National

Red Cross Month and to celebrate
this event, Mayor Greg McDermott
declared by proclamation stating so
for the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter.

The Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter is a not-for profit organization that
has been serving the communities of
Westfield and Mountainside for over
85 years. Their mission is to improve
the quality of human life, to enhance
self-reliance and concern for others;
and to help people avoid, prepare and

cope with disasters.
The chapter offers a wide range of

services in the areas of disaster ser-
vices, armed forces emergency ser-
vices, International tracing, health
& safety, blood services, and senior
& community services.

Disaster training and preparedness
is a main focus of the American Red
Cross and in keeping with this the
chapter will be participating in a
“mock drill,” simulating a shelter to
gain experience for the DAT (Disas-
ter Action Team) volunteers. Disas-
ter preparedness courses are offered
at the chapter, free of charge, to those
who are interested.

For more information on disaster
services or to join the DAT team, call
the Chapter or log onto their web site
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

FURNITURE FOR SALE

ETHAN ALLEN Hairloom cherry
buffet and china closet. 50-1/4” x
16-1/4” x 78”h. $1,300

Call (908) 233-2964

HOME FOR RENT

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Nestled in
the forest! Spacious 3 bedroom
home, beautiful wooded location.
Close to NYC transportation,
school & shopping. $1800/mo.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD -- Freshly painted,
2 bedroom, 2 bath Townhome
with loft, family room, large rear
yard, laundry room, all appliances,
great storage, walk to town &
transportation. $1850/mo.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

RUMMAGE SALE

Sunday, March 21
9 am - 1 pm

Temple Beth O’r
111 Valley Rd., Clark
For more information
Call (732) 381-8403

DAY CARE SERVICES

Day care provided in Fanwood
 home. References available.

Call (908) 889-0053

EASTER EMPLOYMENT

Specialty food store in Watchung
seeks sales clerks and food prep
people. Flex. hrs. Ask for Mgr. at
HoneyBaked Ham (908) 755-3524

HELP WANTED

Private Country Club located in
Westfield is seeking to hire
professional waitstaff & bus
servers. Hours are 10:30AM -
2:30PM. Experience preferred but
not necessary. Benefit packages
available.

Please call (908) 232-4141

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
Sunday, March 21, 9AM

659 Willow Grove Rd
(in front of Tamaques School)
Furniture & Household items

SALE - HOUSE CONTENTS

Saturday, 3/20, 9AM - 4PM
DinRm, Chambers Stove, refrig,

bed, Barbie’s, toys, dishes,
linens & more...

315 Oak Sreet, Garwood

HOUSE FOR SALE

Exclusive Listing - Be the 1st to
see this well maintained 3Bd/2BA
Split in desirable neighborhood.
Brick front w/new vinyl siding.
Hardwood floors. Fenced in rear
yard. Call Mary Jo for appt. at
(908) 392-4500.

RE/MAX HILLS & VALLEY
(908) 231-8400 ext. 21 SPA / HOT TUB

7 ft, 32 jets, waterfall.
Chemical free system.

2004 model with warranty.
Cost $7,000, sell $3,595.

(973) 292-1118

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand AM, A/C,
PWR, Stereo w/Cass,

4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,
Excellent Condition. $2500

Call (908) 665-2527

AUTO FOR SALE

91 Buick Skylark - GREAT
commuter car! Working AC, PS,
PW, PD, AM/FM Cassette, NEW
Brakes, NEW Muffler/Pipes, NEW
Inspection good for TWO years!!!

Please email Jim at :
JimR1000@yahoo.com

THE PRODUCERS
LANE & BRODERICK

FINAL PERFORMANCE
4/4 SUNDAY MATINEE, 3PM

4 ORCH, 4 MEZZ, 4 BALC
ALSO AVAILABLE

3/27 SAT & 3/28 SUN EVES
EXCELLENT LOCATIONS

NO BROKERS
CALL (973) 538-5868

TICKETS FOR SALE

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree.
SAT, calculus, trigonmetry, alge-
bra, writing, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

PRESCHOOL FITNESS INSTRUCTOR

Fit 2 Go, LLC is looking for a P/T
instructor who is kind/patient to
teach fitness to young children.
Will Train. Must have car and be
willing to travel in N.J. Call Tobi
Becker at (908) 233-5785.

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Fast-paced challenging orthodon-
tic office. Experience preferred
but willing to train the right career-
minded individual. Chance for
excellent bonus. Fax resume to:

(908) 232-7721

ASTROLOGY
POWER CRYSTAL
Spiritual Advisor

Help on All Problems of Life.
(908) 789-8582

All Readings 1/2 Price with Ad
Avail. for Parties & Occasions

DENTAL SECRETARY

For a fast-paced challenging
orthodontic office in Westfield.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Fridays, good typing & computer
skills. Dental & Insurance
knowledge preferred. Chance for
excellent bonus. Fax resume to:

(908) 232-7721

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Experienced provider for our
Mountainside home. One infant;
five days per week; References
required.

Call (917) 597-0664

 

HOME FOR SALE

OPEN HOUSE, 1 - 4 PM
SUNDAY, 3/21/04

708 TAMAQUES WAY
WESTFIELD
Meticulously maint. 7 rm home
totally updated throughout incls.
wndws, siding, furnace/CAC,
HWH, kitchen, baths & much
more. Deck off Din. Rm overlkg
magnificent prpty. Adjacent to
Tamaques Pk. Short distance to
NY transp, schools, park & town
shopping. A must see! Dirs:
Rahway Ave. to Leigh, right to
Surry to Tamaques.  $479,000.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065
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SING-A-LONG…Children’s entertainer Donna Lisa of Westfield is pictured
surrounded by some of her young fans. She will perform two shows at the
Westfield Memorial Library this Saturday, March 20, at 10 and 11 a.m. Tickets
are still available and may be obtained by calling (908) 789-4090.

Entertainer Donna Lisa
To Perform at WF Library

WESTFIELD –Children’s enter-
tainer Donna Lisa will perform a free
program of original songs and an
original story at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library on Saturday, March 20.

Entitled “Toucan You Can and
Other Whimsical Friends,” the pro-
gram will feature songs from the
entertainer’s album, “Toucan You
Can,” as well as a related story, “Tou-
can and the Rainforest,” and pup-
pets.

She will be accompanied by David
Davis on keyboards, and three young
singer/performers, Alyssa Hart, 18,
Jimmy Walsh, 12, and Melanie
Rome, 12.

There will be two performances,
at 10 and 11 a.m. Both shows will be
approximately 45 minutes long. The
program is geared for children aged
three through six and their parents,
but seven-year-old siblings can also
attend.

The performer, a Westfield resi-
dent, has published songs and stories
for children with CAM-USA, Chapell
Music and Taylor Associates. She
has performed throughout the tri-

state area and in California.
Some tickets are still available and

attendees must be Westfield Library
cardholders. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

For more information or to obtain
tickets, please call the children’s li-
brarian at the Westfield Library at
(908) 789-4090.

Assembly OKs Bill Establishing
Affordable Housing Commission

TRENTON – The Assembly passed
legislation Assemblymen Jerry Green,
John Burzichelli, Joseph Vas and Louis
Manzo sponsored to establish a joint
legislative committee to study the
issue of affordable housing opportu-
nities within the state.

“Having a safe, decent place to
live is a fundamental part of the
American Dream,” said Assembly-
man Green (D-Union), chairman of
the Assembly Housing and Local
Government Committee. “Regretta-
bly, affordable housing in no easier
to find in New Jersey today than it
was almost 20 years ago when the
‘Fair Housing Act’ became law.”

The Green/Burzichelli/Vas/Manzo
measure (A-148) would create the
“Joint Committee on Affordable Hous-
ing” to provide legislative oversight of
the “Fair Housing Act.” The commit-
tee would be charged with reviewing
and shaping solutions to address the
state’s affordable housing needs.

“The lack of affordable housing in
New Jersey has long been at crisis
levels,” said Assemblyman
Burzichelli (D-Gloucester). “The
nature and magnitude of this prob-
lem demand the establishment of a
joint legislative committee to study
the issue on an ongoing basis and
provide recommendations to help
meet the challenge of providing af-
fordable housing opportunities.”

Under the bill, the 14-member com-
mittee would consist of seven members

of the Senate – including two members
of the Senate Community and Urban
Affairs Committee – and seven mem-
bers of the Assembly – including two
members of the Assembly Housing and
Local Government Committee.

Senate members would be appointed
by the Senate President; Assembly
members by the Assembly Speaker.

The committee would be required
to make an annual report of its find-
ings and recommendations to the
governor and legislature.

The Assembly passed the measure
77-2. It now goes to the Senate for
further consideration.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Sesame Street Live!: Come see

Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Soccer Squirts: This course will
introduce children ages three to
five years to group experiences and
basic motor skills through soccer
related activities. Dates: Tuesdays
starting April 13 and ending May
25. Hours: 10 to 11 a.m. or 1 to 2
p.m. Cost: $89.

Golf Class (ages 8 to 13): The
class is held on the following Tues-
days from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on April
6, 13, 27, and May 4. Classes will
focus on education on the golf
swing, care of the course, and play-
ing safely. Instructor Bill
McCluney, PGA Head Profes-
sional, will hold classes at Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark. Fee:
$80.

14 th Annual Road Race: will be
held on Saturday, April 24, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield.  The
1-Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.
followed by the Five Mile run at
9:30 a.m. Both courses will begin
and end in Tamaques Park.  Put on
your running shoes and come join
us!

Daddy-Daughter Dance: Our
Annual Dance will be held on Fri-
day, April 30, at The Westwood
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for kinder-
garten through sixth grade.  The
evening will consist of 5x7 father/
daughter photograph; hot buffet
dinner & dessert, disc jockey to
play the hottest tunes, and an entire
evening of dancing and fun! Cost:
$36/per person.

Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department offers a variety of en-
joyable summer camp programs.
Camps include, but are not limited
to: Bowling, Tennis, Baseball, Soc-
cer, Basketball, Roller Hockey,
Wrestling, Multi-Sports, and the
Summer Playground Program.
Look for our brochure in the mail!

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The teen center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out! Located in the municipal
building.

The “Night Place”: This popu-
lar program is offered to all resi-
dent intermediate school youths.
Held at Edison Intermediate School
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities
include a Disc Jockey, food, games,
movies and dancing.  The cost is $2
in advance and $3 at the door.  The
dates left for the coming school
year are as follows: March 19 and
May 7.

Memorial Pool News:  Registra-
tions are now being accepted from
last year’s pool members. On Thurs-
day April 15 at 7 a.m. In person
registration begins for Westfield
residents who were not members
last year.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department-425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: (908)
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

Legislators Announce
Children’s Day Program

WESTFIELD – Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Eric Muñoz,
MD and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
announced that they will kick off the
International Children’s Day Cel-
ebration for the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict on Thursday, March 25, with a
workshop for mayors, school board
members, superintendent of schools
and their representatives.

“In many other parts of the world,
International Children’s Day is a joy-
ous celebration of childhood,” said
Senator Kean.

The holiday evolved from the 1925
“World Conference for the Well-
Being of Children” held in Geneva,
Switzerland. During the conference,
delegates from 54 countries debated
at length and adopted a document
known as the “Geneva Declaration
Protecting Children.”

“The issues discussed in 1925 fo-
cused on poverty, prevention of child
labor, education and other issues re-
lated to the welfare of children,”
noted Senator Kean. “Many of these
same issues still hold true in the State
of New Jersey today.”

Representatives Kean, Muñoz and
Bramnick will conduct an art ex-
change among fourth grade students
from the elementary schools located
in the 21st Legislative District. Se-
lected artwork will be submitted by
the participating elementary schools
and showcased the last week of May
at the Statehouse in Trenton.

The Thursday, March 25, work-
shop will be held in Summit’s City
Council Chambers located on 512
Springfield Avenue, Summit. The
program is scheduled for 8:30 to 10
a.m. Individuals interested in par-
ticipating in the 21st District pro-
gram should contact their local
mayor, school board president or
superintendent of schools.

Area Students Receive
ASK Statewide Test

AREA – NJ ASK (New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge) were administered to third and
fourth grade public school students
throughout the state beginning on
Tuesday, March 16. This was the
second year of the exam, which was
created to respond to state and fed-
eral priorities to measure student
performance in the early grades. For
more information, please see
www.s ta te .n j .us /n jded /news/
0315njask.htm.

African Violet Show
Kicks Off Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Union County Chapter of the Afri-
can Violet Society will hold its
50th Anniversary Show and Sale
tomorrow and Saturday, March 19
and 20, in the Parish Hall of the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located
at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The show, in which entries will
be judged, will take place from 6
to 9 p.m. on Friday and from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. Ad-
mission is free. The event will
include a sale of Lyndon Lyons
Greenhouse and member plants;
an educational exhibit, and expert
potting of purchased leaves.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 16, 2004,
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the 30th
day of March 2004, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached, in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey, at which time and place any person who
may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said
ordinance.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1831
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE TOWN CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD CHAP-
TER 13, “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC” BY AMEND-
ING CERTAIN PROVISIONS
THEREOF

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union that the Code of the Town of Westfield,
Chapter 13, “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” be
amended in the following particulars:

SECTION I.
That Section13-21.5 “Handicapped Park-

ing Space-On Street” be amended by add-
ing the following:

Pursuant to the authority granted to this
municipality by N.J.S.A. 39:4-197, the fol-
lowing locations are hereby designated as
restricted parking spaces for use by per-
sons who have been issued special vehicle
identification cards by the Division of Motor
Vehicles.  No other persons shall be permit-
ted to park in these spaces.

535 Pierson Street
Easterly side, beginning at a point 636

feet north of the north side of Hyslip Avenue
and extending to a point 50 feet north thereof.

330 Livingston Street
Easterly side, beginning at a point 335

feet north of the north side of Ripley Place
and extending to a point 50 feet north thereof.

SECTION II.
In the event that any section, part or pro-

vision of this ordinance shall be held to be
unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such
holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unconstitutional
or invalid.

SECTION III.
This ordinance shall take effect after pas-

sage and publication as soon as, and in the
manner provided by law.
1 T - 3/18/04, The Leader Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, APRIL 12, 2004, at 8:00 p.m. in
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to
hear the application of Elshiekh Enterprises,
LLC, for 2401 Hamlette Place, Block 7201,
Lot 20, R-3 Zone which proposes a minor
subdivision of one lot into two lots. The
following variances are required:

Lot 20.01

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., Col. 3-Lot
Area

Required: 6,000 square feet
Proposed: 5,490 square feet

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., Col. 6-Lot
Width

Required: 60 feet
Proposed: 50 feet

Lot 20.02

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., Col. 3-Lot
Area

Required: 6,000 square feet
Proposed: 5,491 square feet

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., Col. 6-Lot
Width

Required: 60 feet
Proposed: 50 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 3/18/04, The Times Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17631-02
File No. 6782-02

NOTICE TO REDEEM

B & C INVESTMENT ENTER-
PRISE, L.L.C., PLAINTIFF/
MORTGAGEE VS. JAMES
GALLIMORE, HIS HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE, AND INTEREST; ET
ALS.

TO: JAMES GALLIMORE, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE,
AND INTEREST; MRS. JAMES
GALLIMORE, WIFE OF JAMES
GALLIMORE; HATTIE ROOKS, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE, AND INTEREST; JOHN DOE HUS-
BAND OF HATTIE ROOKS, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MARY
E. BRADFORD, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES,
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE, AND IN-
TEREST; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
MARY E. BRADFORD, SAID NAME BE-
ING FICTITIOUS; ELMORA & WEST END
B. & L. ASSN; COMMERCIAL TIME
SALES CO.; ROBERT GLEN ENTER-
PRISES;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 5, 2004, the Superior Court
Fixed April 23, 2004, between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the office
of the Tax Collector of the CITY OF ELIZA-
BETH, located at 50 Winfield Scott Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey  07201, as the time
and place when and where you may pay to
the plaintiff the amount so found due for
principal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:

LOT 218, BLOCK 12 on the tax duplicate
of the CITY OF ELIZABETH. Total amount
required to redeem is $39,896.37, together
with interest from January 21, 2004 and
costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred
and foreclosed of and from all right and
equity of redemption of, in and to the lands
and premises above set out and described
in the complaint and every part thereof, and
that the plaintiff be vested with an absolute
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee
simple in said lands and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding,
redemption shall be permitted up until the
entry of final judgement including the whole
of the last date upon which judgement is
entered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 3/18/04, The Leader Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: MARTHA WILLIAMS, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 12TH day of MARCH, A.D. 2004, upon
the application of the undersigned, as EX-
ECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

JAMES V. WILLIAMS
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
P.O. BOX 2088
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 3/18/04, The Leader Fee: $23.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
APRIL 1, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment will hold a public hearing to
consider the following appeal(s):

Douglas and Maria Ackerman for two
(2) Variances to permit the construction of
an addition at the property located at 2549
Mountain Avenue (Block 4602, Lot 27),
Scotch Plains, from the following sections
of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph C, Col-
umn 8 whereby minimum side-yard set-
back required is ten (10) feet; proposed:
approximately seven (7) feet [by plan]; and

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph C, Col-
umn 9 whereby minimum total for both side-
yard setbacks is twenty-five (25) feet; pro-
posed: approximately twelve and one-half
(12-1/2) feet [by plan].

Emanual and Diane Wiesen for two (2)
Variances to permit the expansion of the
existing garage and second-floor addition at
the property located at 1244 Sleepy Hollow
Lane (Block 15601, Lot 31), Scotch Plains,
from the following sections of the Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column
8 whereby minimum side-yard setback re-
quired is thirty (30) feet; existing and pro-
posed: twenty-three (23) feet; and

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column
9 whereby minimum total for both side-yard
setbacks is sixty-five (65) feet; proposed:
approximately thirty-nine (39) feet [by plan].

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the Zoning Board of

Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 3/18/04 Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, APRIL 12, 2004, at 8:00 p.m. in
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to
hear the application of Dominick Verdic for
219 Scotland Street, Block 2802, Lot 2, R-
3A Zone which proposes a minor subdivi-
sion of one lot into two lots. The following
variance is required:

Lot 2.01

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H., Col. 7a: -
side Yard, Corner Lot

Required: 15 feet
Proposed:   5 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 3/18/04, The Times Fee: $23.97

More Letters to the Editor
Speed Hump Construction Was

Done Because of a Few Loud Voices
Having written to The Leader and to

Westfield’s Mayor and Town Council
about the speed humps on Benson Place,
South Chestnut Street, and Gallows Hill
Road, I received a response from Mayor
McDermott dated March 8. Mr.
McDermott explained that the speed
humps were installed to address the con-
cerns of residents who complained about
speeding and increased traffic created by
the Garwood Shop Rite. Mr. McDermott
also stated that striping and more signs
will be added, and “once a sufficient
period of time has passed, (the town will)
determine if the desired outcome is being
satisfied.”

I live in this neighborhood, and I am
not aware of increased speeding or traffic
as a result of the new Shop Rite. What I
am aware of is a small cadre of complain-
ers and obstructionists who protest change
of any sort in the area. If it hadn’t been for
this handful, Westfield would be collect-
ing substantial taxes from the Shop Rite,
and streets near Temple Emanu-El would
not be filled with pedestrians every time
the synagogue holds religious services or
a cultural event.

The signs already erected to warn
drivers of the humps are unsightly. The
addition of more signs and striping will

not relieve the inconvenience of driving
10 miles per hour on through streets.

Speed humps belong in parking lots
and on driveways, not on through streets
that everyone regularly uses. Placing
speed humps on Benson Place, Gallows
Hill Road, and South Chestnut Street
creates a hazard for drivers and their
cars. If you cross the humps at the 25
mph speed limit, you jolt your back and
possibly damage your car. The humps
also create unnecessary noise. Just listen
when a truck with unsecured cargo goes
over one.

As I have already asserted, the solu-
tion that the town implemented for the
alleged increased traffic and speeding
suits a handful of residents and inconve-
niences everyone else in town. That the
town pacifies a few unhappy people in
this extreme way is outrageous. What-
ever happened to radar and fines? Why
not permanently erect those signs that
tell people how fast they’re driving? If
these don’t protect children in the area,
residents of busier streets may have to
rely on good, old fashioned fences. The
rest of us should obey the speed limit,
but we shouldn’t be forced to crawl.

Lynn Mollick
Westfield

Native Westfielder Takes Issue
With Robert Ratner’s Letters

Riegel of Westfield BOE Comments
On Budget, Westfield Leader Quote

The purpose of my letter is two-fold:
to comment on the board of education’s
budget development process, and to
address a quote attributed to me in a
recent Westfield Leader article and
mentioned in subsequent letters to the
editor.

Communicating information about
the school budget process is compli-
cated, and our goal is to keep commu-
nity members informed. The Westfield
Leader covers our meetings extensively,
and we appreciate their efforts in help-
ing us communicate with the public. An
article appearing in the March 4
Westfield Leader reported the correct
tentative budget increase but misquoted
me as stating that the increase was
“small.” Reviewing the videotape of
our March 2 Board meeting confirms
this reporting error. Apparently, my
comment on a later topic was mistak-
enly attributed to my budget remarks.

As Chairperson of the board’s Fi-
nance Committee and vice president of
the board, I take the board’s role in
developing the budget very seriously.
We’ve worked very hard to develop a
budget that reflects the community’s
educational priorities, addresses rising
costs in areas over which we have little
control and deals with continuing en-
rollment growth, all while recognizing
the financial burden placed on resi-
dents.

On March 2, the board approved a 6
percent tax increase for the school
district’s tentative budget for 2004-
2005. We have little discretion over the
majority of the budget, for costs such as
insurance, utilities, special education
and negotiated salary contracts. And

even with this increase, many legiti-
mate requests for spending could not be
accommodated. Our responsibility is to
ensure the educational excellence ex-
pected by the community, while re-
maining fiscally responsible. This bud-
get meets those objectives.

To help residents understand the im-
pact of annual increases, the board has
historically applied the rate increase to
the average assessed value of houses in
Westfield, which is calculated by the
town’s Tax Assessor to be $180,000.
(Of course, market values far exceed
assessed values, with current market
values more than doubling assessed val-
ues.) The 6 percent tax increase equates
to 19 cents on each $100 of assessed
valuation, which represents a $342 tax
increase for the average assessed house.

The school budget vote is on Tues-
day, April 20. In the coming weeks,
after the board approves the final bud-
get on March 29, we look forward to
presenting the final details of the bud-
get to the public through presentations
at schools, the annual TV 36 budget
message, regular airings of our board
meetings, the Emphasis (mailed to ev-
ery resident) and on our website,
westfieldnj.com.

Residents are also welcome to sub-
scribe on-line to the Synopsis, which
summarizes our regular board meet-
ings.

In the meantime, I invite the public to
attend our Budget Hearing on Monday,
March 29 at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.
The Board also welcomes e-mails to
boe@westfieldnj.com.

Anne Riegel
Westfield Board of Education

Reader Defends Robert Ratner’s
Right to Write Letters to Editor

As a native Westfieldian who rarely
gets to leave the politics of Washington,
D.C. it is somewhat dismaying for me to
come home and remember that the lib-
eral condescension which characterizes
many intellectuals at school is alive and
well at home. In particular, I’m referring
to the tiresome Robert Ratner, who I
frequently find in the editorial pages of
The Leader.

Contrary to what he says in his most
recent letter, the Bush administration
did use the fact that Saddam Hussein is
a mass murderer, along with a plethora
of other reasons, for liberating the most
awful regime in the worst region of the
world. Also, if Mr. Ratner thinks that the
administration should start basing its
national security strategy on the “moral
imperative to rid the world of psychotic
mass murderers,” he’s going to find that
this type of policy, though positive, is a
lot harder when many of those psychotic
mass murderers garner a surprising
amount of support, whether it be in the
United Nations or in the “peace” move-
ment. (Somehow I think that Mr. Ratner
sheds crocodile tears when he complains
that we have not disarmed North Korea).

I would like to thank The Leader for
being so kind to allow Mr. Ratner to use
its pages as a refuge until big, bad John
Ashcroft knocks down his door and takes
him to a kangaroo court in the White
House basement. I also want to thank
Mr. Ratner for imparting his wisdom
upon his readers, particularly those to
the right of him who aren’t blessed with
his high IQ. Indeed, the only people that
shouldn’t thank Mr. Ratner belong to my

university, which doesn’t need my tu-
ition money now that I can rely on his
frequent contributions to a community
newspaper for enlightenment.

Also to the dismay of my university,
Mr. Ratner must be thanked for his inci-
sive analysis about this election. Prior to
reading him, I was under the impression
that this election had something to do
with the nexus of terrorism, human rights,
violent religious extremism and inse-
cure chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons in the most instable part of the
world.

Now I know that defeating that threat
shouldn’t be part of the national security
strategy of the United States; rather, it
should be about big boy ideas, like de-
feating that stupid man in the oval office
and all of his mean friends. Please Mr.
Ratner, spare us your wisdom and The
Leader’s page space. If I wanted to read
writing like yours, I’d turn to
MoveOn.org or The Nation.

I’d also like to remind readers of one
of the best pieces of writing about the
current conflict, which graced the pages
of The Leader over two Septembers ago:
“The first war of the 21st century is not
going to be over by year’s end or next
summer or the next presidential
election…In the coming conflict, there
will be no driving back a single enemy or
encircling our foe and then cutting him
off. It’s not going to be pretty or easy or
simple or quick.”

David Hodges
Junior, American University

Washington, D.C.

I am saddened by the harsh criticism
and vitriol contained in recent letters to
the editor, particularly those targeting
other letter writers, such as Robert Ratner.

I read Bob Ratner’s letters when they
appear, and contrary to his critics, they
are not disrespectful, or mere “ravings”
or “ramblings.” Quite to the contrary,
they are civil, cogent, well thought out,
and make the reader think about impor-

tant issues of the day, whether local or
national in nature. That a reader may not
agree with the admittedly strong views
expressed by Bob Ratner does not give
that reader license to engage in personal
attacks on his character.

Bob Ratner’s letters address the mer-
its of important social and political is-
sues. His critics are certainly free to do
likewise. Criticizing the writer on a per-
sonal level because you disagree with
the content of his writing is not the way
to do so. More seriously, calling upon
others to do so borders on chilling our
society’s basic principles of free speech
and expression. The Leader should con-
tinue to provide a forum for varied and
responsible viewpoints, and not be pres-
sured to suppress the views of certain
citizens just because others disagree with
them.

Charles Stotter
Westfield

Cranford Resident Finds Faults
With County Prescription Drug Plan
The following is a statement I deliv-

ered at the regular meeting of the Union
County Freeholders on February 26 re-
garding their ill conceived and contro-
versial prescription drug plan.

This is a follow up to my statement at
your regular meeting of February 5. It is
to provide further on my perspective of
the county’s prescription plan as pre-
sented by then Freeholder Director
Scanlon in the county’s official publi-
cation in late October 2003.

The plan clearly stated that all county
residents age 55 and over would be
entitled to discounts of 20 to 50 percent
on prescription drugs for an annual pre-
mium of $19. There was no fine print
nor were any qualifications on the 20 to
50 percent discounts.

I have challenged the merits and the
veracity of the plan as administered by
ADD-HEALTH, the county’s prescrip-
tion provider. What intrigues me, if not
disturbs me, is that I, armed with only a
pencil, a small piece of paper and a
large curiosity have been able to con-
clude that the plan is not feasible, that it
is statistically impossible, whereas you,
the county with your $360,000,000 bud-
get and your sophisticated computers,
still erroneously persist that “…the plan
offers subscribers options…”

On feasibility, at the minimum 20
percent discount, the county plan would
permit each plan subscriber to purchase
annually only $95 of drugs before ex-

hausting the $19 premium. That is woe-
fully inadequate. According to a com-
prehensive study by TIME Magazine
(February 2), the estimated per capita
prescription drug usage by Americans
is $654. Why would it be any less for
Union County residents?

At the annual $654 figure and the
minimum 20 percent discount offered
by the county, the annual prescription
discount would be $130 for only a $19
premium. This would mean a per mem-
ber ADD-HEALTH plan deficit of
$112, ignoring the cost of operations
and profit. This further translates to an
annual deficit of about $112,000 for
the reported 1,000 subscribers to the
plan – again, ignoring overhead and
profit.

The county’s plan is not feasible, it is
statistically impossible, unless the
county is proposing to subsidize the
deficit with taxpayers’ dollars.

From a personal perspective, I have
spent (for my wife) $624 for filling
three name brand prescriptions and re-
ceived a discount of 3.69 percent, not
the minimum discount of 20 percent
stated by the county.

The Freeholders have a clear and
compelling responsibility to remove the
myth enveloping this plan and to speak
clearly to county residents.

Gregory Sgroi
Cranford

Westfielder Disagrees With A&E
Articles on Youth Art, Passion

As a longtime resident of Westfield, I
look to The Westfield Leader for the
town’s events, news and general infor-
mation. After reading the March 4 edi-
tion, I have to take exception to the
writings of Michelle Le Poidevin.

In the article on “WF District’s Youth
Art Month Display Left Us Longing For
More,” her criticism of some of the
children’s art strikes me as mean spir-
ited. As one of the original members of
the committee to place art in the stores
around town, I can assure you the pur-
pose was not to put work out there for
critiquing. These are the works of young
children and, as adults, we should be
praising and encouraging them for their
efforts. Ms. Le Poidevin, in her role as
art critic, has attacked the works of fourth,
fifth, and sixth graders. “Talk about un-
inspired!”

In her Pen & Ink column on The
Passion of the Christ, Ms. Le Poidevin,
instead of providing us with a “review”
of the movie, directs her comments solely
towards those who might question the
movie’s focus. When she addresses those
groups who are calling the film “Anti-
Semitic,” she states, “”they are just grasp-
ing for something to gripe about in a
feeble, yet endless effort to paint them-
selves as victims.” Perhaps the proper
venue for her opinions would be writing
for a religious based publication. I found
her pontificating offensive.

Finishing up with the Queen of Arts
column, The Leader once again has given
a large amount of space for Ms. Le
Poidevin to write about scrapbooking.
As a reader, I would be happier if the
author spent more time actually
scrapbooking and less time writing.

Barbara Karp
Westfield

Jewish People Do Not Go Around
Looking for Anti-Semitism

I have read Michelle Le Poidevin’s
columns with a curiosity as to why a
paper such as The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times would
publish them. Her views of the world
around her, and especially here in
Westfield, truly astound me.

This week, the column was about the
movie The Passion of the Christ. I must
say that I have not seen the movie, so I
cannot comment on its message or con-
tent. I am more concerned about the
comments made in her column concern-
ing Jewish groups that have expressed
concern about certain scenes and refer-
ences in the movie.

To say “they are just grasping for
something to gripe about in a feeble, yet
endless effort to paint themselves as
victims” is both condescending and de-

grading. None of the people in these
groups have a need to paint themselves
as anyone’s victims. The inference that
groups like the Anti-Defamation League
goes about its business of flushing out
hate and prejudice in a feeble way with
some agenda of painting Jews as victims
is ridiculous.

Let me assure Ms. Le Poidevin that
Jews do not have a need to “paint”
themselves as victims. We do not go
about our lives looking for anti-Semitism,
and the statement that we do is insulting
at the very least.

But be assured that when we do find it,
it will be pointed out, as the past has
taught us if we do not speak up for
ourselves, no one will.

Barbara Simon
Westfield

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

More Community/Area News

Solar Talk to Be Focus of
Historical Society Meeting

WESTFIELD – “What We’ve
Learned From the Sun From New
Jersey’s Observatory in California”
will be the presentation by Philip
Goode on Friday evening, March 26,
at 7:30 pm in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Mr. Goode is a Distinguished Pro-
fessor at New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology. He is the Director of the
Center for Solar-Terrestrial Research
at NJIT.

He is also Director of Big Bear
Solar Observatory located in the
mountains of Southern California.
Goode splits his time between New
Jersey and California. The observa-
tory is the premier university- based
solar observatory in the United States,
and is one of the leading solar obser-
vatories in the world.

In his presentation, Mr. Goode will
show and discuss images of the sun
taken from Big Bear. Much of the
work at the observatory is observa-
tions in conjunction with NASA sat-
ellites. These studies of our star ad-
vance our understanding of the fun-
damental nature of stars. As well, the
observatory makes forecasts on solar
storms that can impact satellites and
disrupt telecommunications. In his
presentation, he will show images of
the Sun from the ground and from
space and explain their meaning.

Currently, Mr. Goode has raised
funds for and is leading an effort to
build the world’s largest solar tele-
scope and the world’s largest off-
axis telescope. The new telescope
will come into first operation in 2006.
He will briefly discuss this exciting
and challenging project. He also will

briefly talk about the Rovers on Mars,
and show a homemade video of the
mission.

A twenty-year resident of Westfield,
Mr. Goode was educated in Califor-
nia (Berkeley) and New Jersey
(Rutgers) where he was a state swim-
ming champion. He has been a fac-
ulty member at Rutgers and a mem-
ber of the technical staff at Bell Labo-
ratories in Murray Hill. Currently, he
is a faculty member at NJIT and Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology.

The meeting is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served at the end of the program.

Off. Chisholm Departs
For Mediterranean

SCOTCH PLAINS – United States
Navy Petty Officer First Class James
Chisholm, a 1996 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, re-
cently departed on a routine, sched-
uled deployment to the Mediterra-
nean Sea while assigned to the guided
missile destroyer USS Bulkeley, home
ported in Norfolk, Va.

Petty Officer Chisholm’s ship, with
a crew of more than 350 sailors, will
join forces involved in Operations
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Free-
dom, to increase the United States’
presence throughout the 5th Fleet’s
area of responsibility.

The primary mission of the Bulkeley
is to provide multi-mission offensive
and defensive capabilities. Capable
of operating independently or as part
of a carrier strike group, the vessel’s
flexibility provides presence with a
purpose and strike power to support
joint allied forces afloat and ashore.

AARP Chapter Announces
Details of Upcoming Trips

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) has announced dates and
itineraries for several upcoming trips.

A three-day, two-night trip is
planned for April 28 to 30, for a tour
of the Cape May area. It will include
a trolley tour of Cape May’s Victo-
rian Village, with stops at the historic
Physick House and its Carriage House
Museum.

Meals and gratuities are prepaid,
including breakfasts, a dinner and
show at Elaine’s Theater, and a lun-
cheon with a Victorian fashion show
at the Washington Inn.

While staying at the Atlas Inn and
Island Beach Resort, the group will
also take excursions to Smithville
Village, Atlantic City, the Secret
Garden, Cape May Point and its fa-
mous lighthouse, and the U.S.S.
Atlantis. The cost is $305 for double
and triple occupancy and $370 for
singles.

A five-day, four-night tour of
Canada has been moved up a day,
and is now scheduled for June 13 to
17. It will feature a visit to Niagara
Falls, with cruises aboard the Maid
of the Mist and the S.S. Dalhousie
with dinner.

Bus stops will be made at the fa-
mous floral clock, the Seneca Nation
Casino, an Imax movie, the Welland
Canal, Rossi Glass Complex and Casa
Loma. There will also be an all-day
tour of Toronto. Most tips are in-
cluded. Rates are $450 for double
and triple and $549 for single ac-
commodations.

For reservations or additional in-
formation on these trips, please call
Trips and Tours Chairwoman Marie
Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

Another multi-night trip is cur-
rently being planned for a tour of
Chicago and its surrounding area in
mid-October. Complete details will
be announced at the AARP chapter’s
regular meeting on Monday, April 5.

Seminar to Offer Guidelines
For Financial Independence

MOUNTAINSIDE – Brighton
Gardens of Mountainside, located at
1350 Route 22, West, will present a
free seminar entitled “Can You Af-
ford to Grow Old?” on Friday, March
26, at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will
be provided.

Designed to teach people about
financial independence and protec-
tion for themselves and their fami-
lies, the program will feature guest
speaker Glenn Davis of True Invest-

ments, Inc., based in Newark.
Topics will include building and

maintaining financial independence;
improving one’s quality of life; pre-
paring for the escalating costs of
long-term care; taking advantage of
affordable protection options and
preserving the value of one’s estate.
Reservations are required and may
be made by calling (908) 654-4460.

A Sunrise Senior Living Commu-
nity, Brighton Gardens offers assisted
living and a Reminiscence Neigh-
borhood, which focuses on residents
with memory impairment.
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Get Outta
The House

CSH ACSH ACSH ACSH ACSH April Arpril Arpril Arpril Arpril Art Et Et Et Et Exhibit to Ixhibit to Ixhibit to Ixhibit to Ixhibit to Includencludencludencludenclude
PPPPPieces bieces bieces bieces bieces by Cesar Oy Cesar Oy Cesar Oy Cesar Oy Cesar Orrrrrtiz and tiz and tiz and tiz and tiz and TTTTTaylorayloraylorayloraylor

WATERCOLOR SCENE…Verona resident Ann Taylor’s painting, “Pelican BayWATERCOLOR SCENE…Verona resident Ann Taylor’s painting, “Pelican BayWATERCOLOR SCENE…Verona resident Ann Taylor’s painting, “Pelican BayWATERCOLOR SCENE…Verona resident Ann Taylor’s painting, “Pelican BayWATERCOLOR SCENE…Verona resident Ann Taylor’s painting, “Pelican Bay
Industry,” pictured, above, will be included in the New Jersey Water Color Society’sIndustry,” pictured, above, will be included in the New Jersey Water Color Society’sIndustry,” pictured, above, will be included in the New Jersey Water Color Society’sIndustry,” pictured, above, will be included in the New Jersey Water Color Society’sIndustry,” pictured, above, will be included in the New Jersey Water Color Society’s
exhibition at Children’s Specialized Hospital in April.exhibition at Children’s Specialized Hospital in April.exhibition at Children’s Specialized Hospital in April.exhibition at Children’s Specialized Hospital in April.exhibition at Children’s Specialized Hospital in April.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The April
art exhibition at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH) in Mountainside
will feature the artwork of the New
Jersey Water Color Society, including
pieces by Plainfield resident Julio Cesar
Ortiz and Verona resident Ann Taylor.

The monthly exhibits are sponsored
by the Auxiliary at CSH. All artwork is

available for purchase with a portion
of the sales benefiting the Auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits may
be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
by entering through the hospital’s East
Wing entrance, 150 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-3720, extension no. 5379.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Support education in Westfield
by attending the Education Fund’s
inaugural WWWWWine ine ine ine ine TTTTTasting and Aasting and Aasting and Aasting and Aasting and Auc-uc-uc-uc-uc-
tion Ftion Ftion Ftion Ftion Fundraiserundraiserundraiserundraiserundraiser on Saturday,
March 20, at the James Ward Man-
sion. The event will include a se-
lection of fine wines, cheeses, and
breads, along with a silent auction
with items such as sport and the-
ater tickets, a Westfield Y member-
ship, and a variety of other items
donated by local merchants. Tick-
ets are $75 per person. For further
information, e-mail
edfundwinetasting@comcast.net,
or call (908) 317-9813.

* * * * * * *
Woodward Theatrical’s presen-

tation of The UThe UThe UThe UThe Unsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mnsinkable Mollyollyollyollyolly
BBBBBrrrrrooooownwnwnwnwn will be at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre on Sunday, March
21, at 3 p.m. The musical follows
the journey of one very fortunate
woman, determined to rise above
her roots and have it all. Tickets are
$15 to $25, and the theater is
located at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union. Call the box office at (908)
737-SHOW.

* * * * * * *
Meet another local artist on Sat-

urday, March 20, at The Town Book
Store in Westfield from 2 to 4 p.m.
Mountainside resident Gwyn En-
glish Nielsen, who wrote “S“S“S“S“Serererereren-en-en-en-en-
dipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Ddipity & the Drrrrream Catcheream Catcheream Catcheream Catcheream Catcher,”,”,”,”,”
will promote her work — the story
of 11-year old Sera, who reads the
dictionary and has a very active
dream life. Find out the lessons in
store for the young heroine.

* * * * * * *
Directed by James Little, the sing-

ers of The CalvThe CalvThe CalvThe CalvThe Calvararararary Chorale y Chorale y Chorale y Chorale y Chorale will be
joined by singers and conductors
from other Summit churches to
bring you over 100 voices in a grand
production of Mendelssohn’s cho-
ral music. “Hear My Prayer,” three
selections from “Sechs Spruche,”
and Part Two of “Elijah,” will be
performed on Sunday, March 21, at
4 p.m. at the Calvary Episcopal
Church, 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit. A free-will offering will be
taken. For more information, call
(908) 277-1547.

* * * * * * *
The trio, WWWWWeeeee’’’’’rrrrre Ae Ae Ae Ae About Nbout Nbout Nbout Nbout Nineineineineine,

has been described as a “three-
part-harmony-singer-songwriter-
adult-alternative-contemporary-
americana-folk-rock-group from
Baltimore.” They will bring their
tunes to Westfield on Saturday,
March 20, as the Coffee With
Conscience series continues at the
First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street. Admission is
$12, and doors open at 7:30 p.m.

GGGGGarrin arrin arrin arrin arrin TTTTTapped bapped bapped bapped bapped by Choraley Choraley Choraley Choraley Chorale
As NAs NAs NAs NAs Neeeeew Mw Mw Mw Mw Music Dusic Dusic Dusic Dusic Diririririrectorectorectorectorector

SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – Summit Chorale
has appointed Richard Garrin as its
new music director beginning with
the 2004-2005 season.
He will replace Garyth
Nair, who has served
the ensemble for 34
years.

A special event to
introduce Maestro
Garrin to the North-
ern New Jersey com-
munity will be held in
June.

“I’m so happy and
excited to be offered
this position,” he
stated. “I hope area
residents will come
out to support us as we celebrate
our  f i r s t  season together. ”
Garrin’s full biography may be
v iewed at
www.richardgarrin.com.

Most recently, Garrin was Music
Director/Conductor of the Master-
works Chorale and Orchestra of
San Mateo, Calif. In his role as

Associate Professor of Music at The
College of San Mateo (CSM), he
directed the CSM Singers, a group

he founded after a long
absence of choral music
at the college.

Summit Chorale,
which is in residence at
Drew University in
Madison, is the oldest
continually active cho-
ral organization in the
state. Composed of
about 60 volunteer sing-
ers, chosen by audition,
the ensemble will hold
its next series of audi-
tions in June.

Funding for Summit
Chorale is made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural & Heritage Affairs.

For more information, please visit
www.summitchorale.org.

Richard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard GarrinRichard Garrin
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In the event you simply can’t find
enough things to be nostalgic about, take
heart. Director Todd Phillips answers
that call with Starsky & Hutch, a limp
yet well-meaning paean to the 70s tele-
vision show.

While it doesn’t quite make up for the
dearth of laughs, please note that it’s as
versatile (and about as stylish) as a revers-
ible jacket. That’s the beauty of it all.
Because it matters not whether you are
familiar with the original action drama,
or if you just washed ashore from Outer
Slobovia. You are a potential ticket buyer.
The film’s reference to the source mate-
rial it’s supposed to be satirizing amounts
to little more than lip service. Oh well…at
least the title is the same.

What Phillips’ movie really should
be called is, “Disguised as a Send-Up
of ‘Starsky & Hutch,’ Ben Stiller and
Owen Wilson Avail Themselves of
the Opportunity to Continue and
Make into a Feature Length Skit their
Very Own Brand of Shtick.”

And aside from that it wouldn’t fit on
a marquis, that’s not a bad thing.

Fact is, they are a good film comedy
team … on the cutting edge, yet also a
throwback to some of the more famous
pairings. So what they need now is some
material that recognizes that fact, places
them in the forefront, and makes it un-
derstood that, whatever the purported
subject, more likely than not it’s merely
a vessel by which to transport their tom-
foolery.

After all, Abbott and Costello were rarely
subordinate to the material, and practically
every Hope and Crosby film was just a
delightful excuse to put those two talents
together. In other words, you’re better than
this, boys.

Unfortunately, by not recognizing this
show biz reality, what happens here is that
folks expecting some great epiphany, either
concerning “Starsky & Hutch,” the televi-
sion series, or the 70s that spawned it, are
going to be disappointed. That is a fright-
ening thought.

But in any case, even if the writers had
done a more incisive job with Stevie Long’s
story, it’s doubtful they could have found
much more to lampoon about the series
than they do. A parody about Pez dispens-
ers would have probably afforded more
philosophical heft. And insofar as the 70s,
how much can you really say about disco,
fondue, and the Carter years without just
getting depressed?

One saving grace is the red and white
Ford Gran Torino, transported intact
from the television show to the movie.
It’s a handsome brute, a Hollywood
thumb-nosing to the otherwise smog-
choked sheet metal of that decade, and
perhaps a cynical razz at an increasingly
uptight society that knee-jerked its way
from the 60s.

Identifying undercover cop David
Starsky’s individualism, the 300+ horse-
power bad ride is portrayed as his only
indulgence. Otherwise, Stiller’s the
straight one; while Owen Wilson’s Ken
Hutchinson is the more rascally of the
two.

We get the feeling that the repartee
between the two cops isn’t half as en-
tertaining as what hi-jinx took place
on the set. If that’s true, the inevitable
DVD, which will doubtlessly memori-
alize every iota and speck of back-
story, would be the better bet.

But if you’re Starsky & Hutch-bound
no matter, what you’ll get in the movie
theater is pretty standard stuff. In Bay
City, crime is on the rise, thanks mostly
to Reese Feldman (Vince Vaughn), co-

caine kingpin and megalomaniac
extraordinaire. No one can take him
down.

What’s making it even more difficult
is the new form of blow he’s developed to
outfox the narcs. Its molecular structure
changed, police dogs can’t detect it. At a
demonstration of its properties reminis-
cent of Auric Goldfinger’s braggadocio
in Goldfinger (1964), Feldman declares
to his lesser colleagues: “If it weren’t
illegal, they’d give me the Nobel Prize.”

So what’s a police department to do?
Why, that’s easy. Simply team two oil
and water crime fighters who otherwise
haven’t been able to get along with any of
their previous partners. And, voila —
control freak Starsky and laissez-faire
Hutch. What a match! Such mergers are
the basis of virtually every buddy-buddy
cop story since time immemorial.

Yet, from the looks of box office re-
ceipts, the huddled masses, yearning to be
entertained, never tire of the redemptive
tale. Not only does it romantically reaf-
firm that there’s a lid for every pot, but it
goes one better. Having found each other,
misfits can right even a world that has
labeled them thusly.

The funny thing is, for a comedy,
Starsky & Hutch is remarkably short of
hilarity. Granted, there is the note of
levity that Stiller and Wilson bring to the
wispy proceedings … an overall silly
good mood that they purvey. But if you
think back afterwards, you’d be hard-put
to recall any specifically humorous lines.

Certainly John O’Brien and Scot
Armstrong, who penned the screenplay
with filmmaker Phillips (Old School),
should be glad that they weren’t paid by
the joke.

There’s no sense in further discussing
the already outlined plot. Simply imag-
ine all the usual stereotypes, arrayed in all
the costumes and characteristics of the
era.

Still, there’s something to be said for the
undemanding absurdity perpetrated by
this film. And, unless I just so happened
to view it with a visiting convention of
nervous laughers, there is apparently a
modicum of lighthearted joy to be de-
rived from its musings. Which, when
further examined, leads us to a curiously
sad commentary on our expectations at
the cinema these days.

It’s as if there is a tacit agreement be-
tween the viewer and the movie company.
What the acquiescent filmgoer is saying is
this: “You don’t stress me; I won’t put a lot
of demands on you. You make fun of the
fashions, poke a few jabs at the quirks
inherent to 70s television; I’ll manage a
reminiscing smirk. You don’t have to be
that funny. Just make it look good. I’ll take
a dive, see? I’ll even chortle where you’d
put the laugh track if it were a sitcom. I
know how. I’ve been trained.”

Turning his or her attentions to the
critical press, the moviegoer contin-
ues: “Don’t you get it? Where does all
your philosophizing get us anyway? I
want to be part of that opening week-
end number that shows this film gross-
ing more than $21 million. I wanna
be a winner. It’s my duty as an Ameri-
can. GNP! GNP! GNP! Just give me a
break from reality, would you, for
gosh sakes?”

Okay, Okay, I say. Take it easy. Who
am I to get in the way of progress? If that’s
how it is, by all means see Starsky &
Hutch, even if your film critic believes
Stiller and Wilson would be more arrest-
ing off the force and in another movie.

* * * * * * *
SSSSStarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Htarsky and Hutchutchutchutchutch, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed by
Todd Phillips and stars Ben Stiller, Owen
Wilson and Vince Vaughn. Running
time: 101 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The First
Congregational Church of
Westfield will present the jazz
group, “Bones, Incorporated” in
a free, half-hour program at noon
on Wednesday, March 24, as part
of their ongoing Mid-Day Musi-
cales series.

The group presents classic and
new jazz music using four trom-
bones and a rhythm section. With
a varied repertoire, the ensemble
often reworks classic American
pop standards and jazz tunes, as
well as new jazz compositions.

“Bones, Incorporated” members
include Matt Bilyk, Eddie Clark,
Rick Stepton and Ben Williams on
trombone, Diane Moser on piano,
Tim Metz on bass, and Russ
“Styles” DiBona on drums. Indi-
vidually, band members have ap-
peared with notable jazz and popu-
lar music professionals.

A $5 soup and sandwich lun-
cheon will be available in the
church’s Social Hall following the
concert.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a part-
ner agency of the National En-
dowment of the Arts, through a
grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Evita
two soldiers carry her to the radio’s
microphone is frighteningly believ-
able. With the reprise of “Don’t Cry
for Me Argentina,” Eva Peron has a
credible death.

Look for Ryan and Samantha, as well
as the entire production, to be major
contenders for the Paper Mill’s Rising
Star Awards. And to the “village” of
Westfield: bravo for continued support
of the arts in the schools, and encour-
agement of the preteens and teens in
their search for fulfillment in the arts.

UUUUUnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continuesnion County Continues
TTTTTo Bo Bo Bo Bo Bring Arring Arring Arring Arring Art to Cart to Cart to Cart to Cart to Caregivegivegivegivegiversersersersers

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – For the third year, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders will renew its program of bring-
ing the arts into the homes of fulltime
family caregivers of care recipients
over 60 years of age.

“The time and energy-consuming
responsibilities of fulltime family
caregivers often prevent them from
participating in the arts they love,”
said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board.

“The talent and diversity of our
artists assures a fulfilling creative ex-
perience for the caregivers,” she added.

The free program will provide artists to
come to the caregiver’s home in a series of
visits, bringing art personalized to suit
their individual needs and interests.

Some examples of visits include: stress-
relieving movement techniques; writers
to help document family stories or teach
journal keeping; live musical perfor-
mances, to share with friends or each
other; professional portraits done from
life or favorite old photographs; art projects
for caregivers and care recipients to com-
plete together; lessons in watercolor paint-
ing; keyboard playing and drama.

“Recent studies have shown that
the stress of long-term care-giving re-
sponsibilities can have detrimental ef-
fects on health and emotional well-
being of the caregiver,” indicated Free-
holder Chester Holmes, Liaison to the
Hospice and Home Health Care Ad-
visory Board.

“This program is intended to re-
lieve that stress while it exercises the
caregiver’s creativity,” he added.

In addition to caring for a family
member, the caregiver may also work
a fulltime job outside of the home. As
long as the care recipient is over 60
and both individuals resident in Union
County, they are eligible. While fo-
cused on the caregiver, the program is
designed to benefit the entire family.

The Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs is coordinating this pro-
gram, which is made possible by grants
from the Union County Division on
Aging and the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts.

The program is free to caregivers,
however, voluntary donations are grate-
fully accepted and used to expand the
program.

For more information about arts in
the home, please contact eh Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, 07202, (908) 558-2550, or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay us-
ers should dial 7-1-1.

FFFFFrrrrreeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Oeeholders Offer HEARffer HEARffer HEARffer HEARffer HEART GT GT GT GT Grantsrantsrantsrantsrants
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
local non-profit organizations, indi-
vidual artists and scholars to apply
for funding from the 2004 Union
County HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant Program.

Recognizing the importance of cul-
ture and the arts to the economy and
quality of life, the Freeholder Board
established the HEART Grants in
1998. The program supports projects
related to history, the arts and hu-
manities, and demonstrates a commit-
ment to the artists and non-profit
groups of Union County.

“The response to the HEART Grant
Program in the past years has been
exciting,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “The recipients are a
wonderful mix of creative people –

poets and writers, historians, paint-
ers, photographers, musicians and
dancers – plus arts, history and other
cultural organizations and civic
groups.”

“The services provided by these art-
ists, scholars and organizations directly
benefit the residents of our county,”
said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board. “These cul-
tural assets are a vital part of commu-
nity life, economic development and
cultural tourism in Union County.”

To request HEART Grant infor-
mation, please contact the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202, by calling (908)
558-2550 or e-mailing
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users
may dial 7-1-1.

Author Suzy Kline Visits
Franklin Elementary School

VISITING WRITER…Children’s author Suzy Kline participated in the annual
Visiting Author Day at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield on March 3
and 4. Pictured, left to right, are: fourth graders Kieran Windorf, Rebecca
Dorward and Analisa Lopez during a book-signing sesson.

WESTFIELD — Suzy Kline, the
author of more than 45 children’s
books, visited students at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield on
March 3 and 4.
The Franklin School Parent

Teacher Organization (PTO) annu-
ally sponsors Visiting Author Day.
Ms. Kline has written several picture

books and many children’s book series,
including: “Horrible Harry;” “Herbie
Jones;” “Mary Marony;” “Orp;” “Song
Lee;” and “Molly Zander.”
With assistance from Franklin

School librarian Debra Stern, Ms.
Kline met with small groups of stu-
dents in the library during her two-
day visit. She discussed the inspira-
tions for her stories and her writing
process, and invited teachers and
staff to act out scenes from her books.

Ms. Kline advised students to al-
ways carry small notebooks in order
to jot down ideas for stories. The
Franklin PTO heeded this advice
and bought small notebooks for all
the students in the school.
On both Visiting Author Days, Ms.

Kline spent her lunchtime talking
with students specially selected from
their classrooms to meet with her.
She also autographed her books that
the children had purchased.

Extra Education News

Daniel Seeger Spends
Break in Georgia

WESTFIELD – Hamilton College
in Clinton, N.Y. has reported that
Daniel Seeger of Westfield is par-
ticipating in the school’s Alternative
Spring Break program this month.
He will travel to Broxton Rocks
Nature Preserve in Southeast Geor-
gia. During the week,  he will dig up
and move plants, clean up trash and
clear and maintain trails.

A sophomore at Hamilton, Daniel
is the s o n of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield. He is also a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Katherine Walker Spent
Fall Term in England
SCOTCH PLAINS – Katherine

Walker of Scotch Plains, a junior at
Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania,
spent the fall 2003 semester studying
at Lancaster University in England.

Danielle Fried to Participate
In Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD – Danielle Fried,
a resident of Westfield and a mem-
ber of Westfield High
School’s Class of 2005,
has been chosen to par-
ticipate in the National
Student Leadership
Conference (NSLC), a
leadership develop-
ment program for out-
standing high school
students.

While attending
NSLC, she will join ap-
proximately 8,000 high school stu-
dents from across the United States
and 45 countries in studying, expe-

riencing and developing the skills
and traits that define and identify

a leader.
Danielle will also at-

tend special workshops
and classes where she will
study distinctions of lead-
ership and learn from no-
table guest speakers.

Currently, Danielle vol-
unteers her time at the
Westfield Community
Center, where she will
work as a counselor this

summer. She is also being recruited
to play soccer at various colleges
upon her graduation.

Danielle Fried

Nina Sado of SP Tapped
For Who’s Who Edition

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Metro-
politan Campus of Fairleigh
Dickinson University in Teaneck has
reported that senior and Scotch Plains
resident Nina Sado is among the
students featured in Who’s Who
Among Students in American Uni-
versities and Colleges.

Nina was chosen by the campus
nominating committee and the edi-
tors of the annual directory based on
her academic achievements, service
to society, leadership in extra-cur-
ricular activities and her potential
for continued success.

According to university represen-
tatives, Nina maintains a high aca-
demic average while holding mem-
bership in campus activities.

A student in Fairleigh Dickinson’s
Accelerated Dental Program in con-
junction with the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry in New Jersey,
Nina majors in biology with a minor
in chemistry.

She is a recipient of the President’s
Award for Educational Excellence,
the Besson Family Memorial Schol-
arship Award, the State of New Jer-
sey General Assembly Award, and
the Fairleigh Dickinson University
Campus Service Grant.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — If it “takes
a village” to raise a child, the
Town of Westfield can be
mighty proud at the job they
are doing in raising the next
generation of musical stars.

Evita, Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s rock musical, opened in the
Westfield High School (WHS) audito-
rium last Thursday to an appreciative
audience. For this reviewer and those

who came to see the show because they
like it or wanted to support the arts, or
wanted to see their child, student, friend
or classmate, they were in for a magnifi-
cent musical night.

The buzz beforehand, through press
releases and word of mouth, was that
the production would be pretty spec-
tacular. That understates the reality of
the night. It was a magical two hours of
time that will make musical history in
Westfield; the show was that good.

This was not a typical high school
production. It rivaled Paper Mill Play-
house quality. That is no wonder since
many of the students in the cast have
studied and performed with the
Millburn summer conservatory
group. The WHS Playbill
reads like virtual Who’s
Who in high school mu-
sic.

First up is Che
Guevara, played by
Ryan Leonard, who
sets the tempo and
tenor for the night
with his Broadway
quality voice. Ryan is
not merely a handsome
actor who can sing, but
is a performer who makes
the audience sit up and
feast on his every word.
He is not merely pre-
sentation, but a ban-
quet of talent and pol-
ish along with mature
stage presence.

At times, Ryan must perform vocal
calisthenics, complete with octave leaps
that he executes with the ease of a
musical Superman.

The familiar “Don’t Cry for Me Ar-
gentina” theme runs in and out of “Re-
quiem for Evita” and it doesn’t disap-
point. Ryan is emotional, explosive, ex-
citing and exhausting with control of
every note, nuance and movement
throughout not only this song but also
every other one he delivers.

The opening scene itself is impres-
sive with the crowd mourning the loss
of their beloved Eva Peron. The sole
dissenter is narrator Che who feels
that Argentina is being politically mis-
led.

When we first meet Eva, played by
senior Samantha Hooper-Hamersley,
she is charismatic from the moment
she appears. No matter if it is Eva in a
dark wig or the characteristic blonde
chignon of her later career, she com-
mands attention.

Vocally, Samantha plays the diva
better than Madonna. Like the sirens
of Homer’s time, when she opens her
mouth to sing, the audience falls un-
der her spell. No waif-like teen,

Samantha is a substantial Evita with a
Marilyn Monroe body and a Beverly

Sills voice. There isn’t a thin, reedy
note in her repertoire even at the end
when she is dying.

The richness of Samantha’s
lower notes is matched
with a head voice that

is ethereal in qual-
ity. This young lady
has studied and it
shows in her seem-
ingly effortless pro-

duction of vocal ex-
cellence song after song.

Zal Spialter plays Augustin Magaldi,
the performer who knew Eva as a young
girl when she lived in Junin, Argentina
and went from man to man. Zal plays his
part well, convincing the audience that he
is a professional entertainer — his voice is
pleasant and his delivery smooth — just
what the part demands.

The 23-piece orchestra that is made
up of professionals and students is
under the baton of WHS music teacher
Bill Mathews. With only three re-
hearsals, two with the cast, the music
is a marvel.

Of special note are the violinists –
students — whose microphones

make them sound like 14, not
four. Keyboardist WHS in-

strumental teacher Ray
Wojcik could be a one-
man band. His magical
arpeggios are delightful
particularly when they
sound like a harpist’s
glissandos.

The specialty danc-
ing couples, particu-

larly Kim Lam and Nick
Williams, show training,

rehearsal and talent. Cho-
reographed by 2002 WHS

graduate Erica Cenci, who
served with drama direc-
tor Joe Nierle, the danc-
ers feel the Latin beat
and make the audience
experience it. “And the
Money Kept Rolling In”

is alive with pulsating beat and elec-
tricity-like energy.

Some clever staging with the gener-
als and the musical chairs is nicely
done. Their purposely-dissonant song,
“Practicing the Art of Possible” is won-
derfully crisp with exploding conso-
nants and unison tempo and pitch. As
the timing in the song escalates in a
minor key, the musical’s tension builds.

The role of Juan Peron cannot be
overlooked: Jason Mesches, a WHS
senior, has the right amount of savvy
yet naiveté to carry off the role. His
voice is an excellent fit for the political
boss. He has the stature and presence
of a leader who has selected himself a
strong first lady.

Of likewise merit is Chloe
Zeitounian, the 16-year-old mistress
of Peron whom Eva replaces. When
she sings with folksong quality purity,
“Where am I going to?” the audience
really cares. Chloe, a freshman, has the
look and voice of a future star.

Three specific groups in the show
also must be given kudos: the Aristo-
crats in their spectacular black and
white costumes who perform with
marvelous diction and vocal pitch, the

children’s chorus with its simplicity
and unison precision, and the military
squadron of men who needed to enter
the stage singing and managed to do it
marvelously. Their rifle toss number
was impressive as well.

When Eva’s health fails at show’s
end, Samantha’s voice shows frailty,

not lack of quality. Insightful direction
must be credited along with Samantha’s

talent. She wasn’t asked to be less of a
singer, but to let the vulnerability of
the character come through her voice.

Despite Eva’s physical weakness, she
demands to remain the Vice President
of the country. The scene in which

Bob Bob Bob Bob Bob YYYYYurururururochko: Fochko: Fochko: Fochko: Fochko: Fusingusingusingusingusing
PPPPPassion for Massion for Massion for Massion for Massion for Music, Arusic, Arusic, Arusic, Arusic, Arttttt

All Photos Courtesy of Bob Yurochko
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“Afghan Kids” by Yurochko, 24 x 36

“De Riguer” by Yurochko, 18 x 24

“Dreaming” by Yurochko, 18 x 24

“Echo Lake Park” by Yurochko, 24 x 36

“Turnadot” by Yurochko, 22 x 28

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — In one way
or another, both music and art have
played a big part in the life of
Mountainside resident and Westfield
Art Association (WAA) member, Bob
Yurochko.

Fascinated with the trumpet from
the age of 10,
Yurochko started
playing in church
bands in his native
Johnstown, Pa.
when he was 12 years
old. By the time he
was 15, he was per-
forming gigs as a
musician’s union
member.

“The money I
earned playing with
those bands paid for my first two years
at Penn State,” Yurochko told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. He added that
he also spent a summer working in the
Johnstown steel mills
to earn another year’s
college tuition.

“That job taught
me a lot about the
meaning of life,” he
said.

After graduating
from Penn State with
a Bachelor of Science
degree in Music,
Yurochko worked as
a conductor and in-
structor of jazz and
classical music at
Cranford High
School while con-
tinuing his own edu-
cation at New York
University.

He holds a Master in Arts degree in
Music, as well as 30 credits towards a
doctoral degree. In addition, Yurochko
has studied under the direction of
John Ware of the New York Philhar-
monic and Phil Reucktenwald, the
principle trumpeter of the New York
City Opera.

During his years at Cranford High
School, Yurochko experienced two
big highlights of his music career. His
marching band was selected to per-
form in a Campbell’s Soup commer-
cial and his wind ensemble performed
on “The David Letterman Show” in
honor of the talk show host’s birth-
day.

Yurochko has also taught classi-

cal and jazz music at Kean Univer-
sity, and a course in jazz history for
which he wrote a text book, “A
Short History of Jazz,” a standard
college textbook for jazz history
courses offered at colleges through-
out the country.

While Yurochko always liked art, it
wasn’t until he retired from teaching

four years ago that he
became a fulltime art-
ist.

“I had always
worked on art on the
side,” he said. “I was
always interested, but
I never had the time to
devote fully to it.”

Now Yurochko
spends his days paint-
ing acrylics on canvass
as well as creating

drawings, pastels and watercolors. He
is a member of the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit and the
Chicago Coalition of Artists. He is
also Chairman of the WAA Sketching

Class.
He has exhibited

at the Automatic
Data Processing
Corporation in
R o s e l a n d ,
Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, New
Jersey Gallery West,
Westfield Salon, the
African American
Caribbean Art Expo
in New Jersey, and
the JVC Newport
Jazz Festival in
Rhode Island.

C u r r e n t l y ,
Yurochko is exhib-
iting at the Great
Harvest Bread

Company in Westfield. His work
favors allegorical figures, many of
which represent the field of music,
especially jazz. Landscapes, light-
houses, flowers and ballet dancers
also figure predominantly in
Yurochko’s artwork, where his use of
bright and highly textured colors
instill in his creations a feeling of
depth.

Yurochko and his wife, Trisha, have
been Mountainside residents for 30
years. They have one son, Michael,
who lives and works in Silicon Valley,
Calif.

To view Yurochko’s artwork online,
please visit http://www.rmyart.com/
gallery.html.

“Young Flutist” by Bob  Yurochko, 24 x 30

“Ovation” by Bob Yurochko, 18 x 24

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
with Soloists & Orchestra

Trent Johnson, Music Director

Sunday, March 21 at 3 p.m.

General Admission $18, Students & Seniors $12

First United Methodist Church
One East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey

equiem
Verdi

R
Premiere of Trent Johnson’s

Poem for Viola & Orchestra
Brett Deubner, viola

and

Concert this

Sunday!

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDRESSING THE CROWD…As the adored EvitaADDRESSING THE CROWD…As the adored EvitaADDRESSING THE CROWD…As the adored EvitaADDRESSING THE CROWD…As the adored EvitaADDRESSING THE CROWD…As the adored Evita
Peron, senior Peron, senior Peron, senior Peron, senior Peron, senior Samantha Hooper-Hamersley, addressedSamantha Hooper-Hamersley, addressedSamantha Hooper-Hamersley, addressedSamantha Hooper-Hamersley, addressedSamantha Hooper-Hamersley, addressed
fans while singing “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.” Thefans while singing “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.” Thefans while singing “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.” Thefans while singing “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.” Thefans while singing “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina.” The
demanding title role was played not only to an appreciativedemanding title role was played not only to an appreciativedemanding title role was played not only to an appreciativedemanding title role was played not only to an appreciativedemanding title role was played not only to an appreciative
audience of Argentinean fans on stage, but a packedaudience of Argentinean fans on stage, but a packedaudience of Argentinean fans on stage, but a packedaudience of Argentinean fans on stage, but a packedaudience of Argentinean fans on stage, but a packed
auditorium at Westfield High School.auditorium at Westfield High School.auditorium at Westfield High School.auditorium at Westfield High School.auditorium at Westfield High School.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VOCAVOCAVOCAVOCAVOCAL GENIUS…Ryan Leonard, who portrayed Che,L GENIUS…Ryan Leonard, who portrayed Che,L GENIUS…Ryan Leonard, who portrayed Che,L GENIUS…Ryan Leonard, who portrayed Che,L GENIUS…Ryan Leonard, who portrayed Che,
doubted the political path that Argentina took under thedoubted the political path that Argentina took under thedoubted the political path that Argentina took under thedoubted the political path that Argentina took under thedoubted the political path that Argentina took under the
influence of Eva Peron. A Westfield High School senior, Ryaninfluence of Eva Peron. A Westfield High School senior, Ryaninfluence of Eva Peron. A Westfield High School senior, Ryaninfluence of Eva Peron. A Westfield High School senior, Ryaninfluence of Eva Peron. A Westfield High School senior, Ryan
demonstrated a wide vocal range in his role, as well as superiordemonstrated a wide vocal range in his role, as well as superiordemonstrated a wide vocal range in his role, as well as superiordemonstrated a wide vocal range in his role, as well as superiordemonstrated a wide vocal range in his role, as well as superior
actingactingactingactingacting ability. ability. ability. ability. ability.
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5, the club will present their spring
offering. Two separate productions will
run on the same evening, which is sure
to be a delight. The younger students

Photo Courtesy of Patricia Gagliardi

DIRECTING DRAMA...In December of 2003, Paul O’Connor of Westfield,DIRECTING DRAMA...In December of 2003, Paul O’Connor of Westfield,DIRECTING DRAMA...In December of 2003, Paul O’Connor of Westfield,DIRECTING DRAMA...In December of 2003, Paul O’Connor of Westfield,DIRECTING DRAMA...In December of 2003, Paul O’Connor of Westfield,
center, directed the Holy Trinity Interparochial School students in their first play,center, directed the Holy Trinity Interparochial School students in their first play,center, directed the Holy Trinity Interparochial School students in their first play,center, directed the Holy Trinity Interparochial School students in their first play,center, directed the Holy Trinity Interparochial School students in their first play,
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Over 400 tickets were purchased.Over 400 tickets were purchased.Over 400 tickets were purchased.Over 400 tickets were purchased.Over 400 tickets were purchased.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — A while back,
while on playground duty at Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield, fulltime mother of two
Patricia Gagliardi was chatting with
another volunteer mom.

Both women thought it would be
wonderful if the school had an extra-
curricular drama program. The school
already had quite an impressive extra-
curricular schedule, including literary
and computer clubs, golf and much
more, but the one thing it seemed to
be lacking was a drama department.

The conversation on the playground
that day has turned into a dream ful-
filled. Gagliardi, along with mothers
Alison Power and Michelle Williams,
have created an entire drama program
for the students at Holy Trinity School.

The volunteer-based club was re-
cently awarded a grant from the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs to help them realize their
goal.

The women wanted to hire a profes-
sional to run the program and their
wish was answered when Westfield resi-
dent Paul O’Connor came on board in
2003 and everything magically fell into
place. O’Connor’s experience and ex-
pertise in teaching and directing has
been quite an asset to the organization.

Gagliardi told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that O’Connor conducts workshops
for the students every week and that he
is phenomenal.

The club meets on Saturday morn-
ings at the Mountainside campus of
Holy Trinity. This past December, they
performed their first play, The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever and over 400
tickets were sold.

Approximately 59 Holy Trinity stu-
dents are members of the club and
membership is open to all students
who wish to audition. The response
has been so positive that two produc-
tions are planned for late spring.

The club is divided into two sec-
tions. Grades 2 through 5 collaborate,
while the older students in grades 6
through 8, have their own team.
Gagliardi said that dividing the club
allows the students to work on sepa-
rate productions that are age-appro-
priate, and the older students often
pitch in and help out their younger,
fellow schoolmates.

The three-person committee of the
Drama Club works with parent volun-
teers and their help is gladly received,
though Gagliardi made it very clear
that the work is all about the students.

On Friday and Saturday, June 4 and

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/The Times
FOLLOW HER LEAD…SamanthaFOLLOW HER LEAD…SamanthaFOLLOW HER LEAD…SamanthaFOLLOW HER LEAD…SamanthaFOLLOW HER LEAD…Samantha
Hooper-Hamersley convincing por-Hooper-Hamersley convincing por-Hooper-Hamersley convincing por-Hooper-Hamersley convincing por-Hooper-Hamersley convincing por-
trayed the defiant Eva Duarte.trayed the defiant Eva Duarte.trayed the defiant Eva Duarte.trayed the defiant Eva Duarte.trayed the defiant Eva Duarte.
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Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

By Justin Catalano, a sixth grader at
Deerfield School in Mountainside.

By Lauren Posluszny, a sixth grader
at Edison Intermediate in Westfield.

By Stephanie Scofield, a fourth grader
at Deerfield School in Mountainside.

By Dylan Simon, a sixth grader at
Edison Intermediate in Westfield.

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Artwork from vari-
ous Union County schools is being
showcased for Youth Art Month
(YAM), an annual observance each
March in the state of New Jersey to
emphasize the value of art education
for all children and to encourage sup-
port for quality school art programs.

Union County’s YAM exhibition
will be held at the Les Malamut Art

Gallery on Morris Avenue in Union
through Wednesday, March 24. A
reception is also planned on Saturday,
March 20, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for
all participating artists, their families
and friends, and their art teachers.

Artwork from students in grades
K through 12 will be on display.

The state YAM exhibit will open
on Monday, March 22, in the State
House Annex with a night reception
at 6 p.m.

Other participating schools in
Union County include: Hamilton
Terrace, Mountain Park, Thomas P
Hughes, and Woodruff Elementary
Schools in Berkeley Heights; Deerfield
School in Mountainside; and Wilson
Elementary in Westfield; Winfield
School in Winfield Park.

will perform The Fabulous Fable Fac-
tory and then the older students will
present All I Really Need to Know, I
Learned in Kindergarten.

County County County County County TTTTTeen Areen Areen Areen Areen Arts Fts Fts Fts Fts Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The annual Union
County Teen Arts Festival will be
held on Thursday and Friday, March
18 and 19, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. on the Cranford Campus of
Union County College (UCC), lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, opposite Nomahegan
Park.

An open reception is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 16, fro 6:30 to
8 p.m. in UCC’s Commons area.
The public is invited to view the
visual art display of student works.

“The Teen Arts Festival show-
cases the artistic and creative abili-
ties of Union County’s youth,” said
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board.

“Students from more than 50
public and private schools partici-
pate at the festival each year. I invite
the public to come and share the
accomplishments of our talented
teens,” added Freeholder Ruotolo.

At the festival, students partici-
pate in performances, master classes,
interactive workshops, and critiqu-
ing seminars led by professional art-

ists in all disciplines – visual arts,
music, theatre, dance, and creative
writing. All of the performances
are open to the public. Assistive
services are available upon request.

To attend the festival, please con-
tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
(908) 558-2550 on weekdays. Re-
lay service users should cal 7-1-1.

“The 2004 Union County Teen
Arts Festival is a wonderful ex-
ample of public and private part-
nership in the arts,” said Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan.

The festival is coordinated by
the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs and
hosted by UCC. Sponsors and sup-
porting agencies of the 2004 Teen
Arts Festival include the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers; Union County Division of Parks
and Recreation; Union County
Prosecutor’s Office; New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State; Elizabeth, Cranford
and Roselle Boards of Education;
the Paper Mill Playhouse and par-
ticipating schools.


