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Township Council Passes More
Ordinances Restricting Parking

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

In an effort to ease traffic conges-
tion around Park Middle School, the
Scotch Plains Township Council
passed several ordinances at its meet-
ing on Tuesday evening while intro-
ducing other ordinances affecting
vehicle operation in the same area as

well as parking near the high school.
Stopping and standing will be pro-

hibited on the north side of Church
Street between Park Avenue and For-
est Road. Parking along the first 215
feet of the south side of Church Street
will be limited to two hours between
6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on all days except
Sunday. U-turns will be prohibited
on Church Street between Park Av-
enue and Forest Road.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said
that vehicle traffic around Park
Middle School “is very heavy” dur-
ing the morning drop-off and after-
noon pick-up. She said the council,
through the newly-enacted ordi-
nances, was “trying to make it a safe
environment” for students.

The council introduced another
ordinance that will allow cars to make
right-hand turns only out of the park-
ing lot of a professional building
across from the middle school dur-
ing the morning drop-off hours and
afternoon pick-up hours.

The council also re-introduced an
ordinance that will limit parking
along a 230-foot section of Concord
Road starting from a point 100 feet
south of Old Farm Road. Parking on
both sides of the street will be re-
stricted to two hours between 8 a.m.

and 3 p.m. on school days. A similar
ordinance was introduced last month,
but was withdrawn after a resident
pointed out some contradictory lan-
guage in the original ordinance. A
public hearing on these ordinances
will be held at the council’s March
23 meeting.

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance that adjusts sal-
ary ranges for certain municipal po-
sitions, including Chief Financial
Officer ($80,000-$120,000), Town-
ship Attorney ($50,000-$90,000),
Director of Parks and Recreation
($60,000-$88,000), Assistant Town-
ship Attorney ($30,000-$50,000),
Principal Librarian ($50,000-
$65,000) and Librarian ($35,000-
$52,000).

The council also passed a resolu-
tion securing the services of Jersey
Professional Management (JPM) to
facilitate and coordinate the shared
services activities between Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the board of
education. The three entities will
each pay $3,000 for JPM’s services,
which Councilman Frank Rossi said
have been provided for the past sev-
eral years.

It was announced that Police Chief
Marshall Nelson and Captain John
Shebey will both be retiring on Fri-
day, April 30. Mayor Martin Marks
said the township was “losing two
very capable gentlemen.”

No announcements on successors
have yet been made.

Mayor Marks also said it is likely
that the 2004 municipal budget will
be formally introduced at the
council’s next meeting, meaning that
a public hearing will be held at its
Tuesday, April 27 meeting. The coun-
cil has been spending the past month
examining the $19.5 million spend-
ing plan submitted at the end of
January by Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins. A five-point hike in the
municipal portion of local property
taxes will finance the proposed 4.9
percent increase in expenditures, al-
though it’s possible that the spend-

Residents Raise Safety, Cell Concerns
With New FW Communications Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

A special meeting regarding the
proposed new communications tower
to be located at Borough Hall was
held on Monday night.

Residents who live within 200 feet
of the expected site of the new tower
were sent letters informing them of
the meeting. Police Chief Donald
Domanoski and Police Captain Ed-
ward White, as well as a consultant
hired by the borough, Mark Gatanis
from Salient Associates, presented
information to the residents attend-
ing the meeting.

The current tower needs to be re-
placed immediately for several rea-
sons: it is leaning and therefore un-
safe; there is currently only a tempo-
rary fix for lightning suppression, to
protect equipment, and the height of
the tower, at 60 feet, does not provide
complete reception for the new emer-
gency communications system. The
radio system was upgraded last year
with an $80,500 grant.

The new tower would be 120 feet

in height. The police explained that
this height is needed to allow radio
communication in all locations. The
old system, which was VHF (Very
High Frequency, a band of radio
frequencies falling between 30 and
300 megahertz), could not penetrate
certain buildings, such as the con-
crete school buildings in the area.

The new system, which is UHF

(Ultra High Fidelity, a band of radio
frequencies from 300 to 3,000 mega-
hertz), needs the additional height to
function fully.

The police stated that the new tower
will “enhance our communication
capabilities.”

In his presentation, Mr. Gatanis
displayed a large photograph of the
site on borough grounds where the

tower would be located, with an im-
age of the proposed tower digitally
added. The lattice tower style was
chosen as the best option for
Fanwood’s needs.

The governing body decided that
the best location would be on the
strip of ground between the parking
lot behind Borough Hall and the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Passes Budget;
Addresses NJASK, GEPA Test Score Queries

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education adopted its tentative
2004-2005 school budget, which will
be passed on to the Union County
Superintendent for approval in order
for the board to hold a public hearing
on the budget on Tuesday, March 30.

The board approved the 2004-2005
tax levy at $55,338,242 which breaks
down to a 7.5 percent tax increase
for Scotch Plains households and a
5.1 percent increase for Fanwood
homes.

In other business, the board ad-
dressed recently published news-
paper articles concerning standard-
ized testing results at its Thursday
night  meeting, and discussed the
district’s own perspectives and ex-
pectations.

Assistant Superintendent Marga-
ret Hayes explained to the public and
board members that the test results
presented in the fall to the commu-
nity by the district may look slightly
different than the results printed in
the newspapers.

The discrepancy is because the
district does not include the results
of special education students or lim-
ited English speaking students in its
data if the number is less than 20
students in a category, while the
state does include these “sub” cat-
egories in its printed data, Dr. Hayes
said.

The state of New Jersey does not
require the district to print the “sub”
categories when they include under
20  students because this information
has the potential to expose the pri-
vacy of those individuals when there
is a small number of students, ac-
cording to Dr. Hayes.

As tests such as the New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge (NJASK) for third and fourth
graders and Grade Eight Proficiency
Assessment (GEPA) are rapidly ap-
proaching this spring, the adminis-
tration wanted to assure the public
that “we try to ensure all of our
students do as well as possible on the
tests,” said Dr. Hayes. She  added test
preparation “is embedded into daily
instruction.”

The results are heavily analyzed
each year to find the areas where
perhaps the curriculum or method of
instruction needs to be altered. The
goal, according to Dr. Hayes, is to be
consistent in each grade throughout
the schools in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district.

Vice President Linda Nelson said
that the district is very confident in
the students, and especially thanked
the teachers who work hard to pre-
pare students for these tests.

The board also heard a presenta-
tion by Park Middle School Princi-
pal Lisa Rebimbas and Assistant Prin-
cipal Kevin Holloway about the Per-
fect 7 Program that was held on
February 26 at Park Middle School.

“It was a day of team building,
acceptance, community and respect,”
Ms. Rebimbas said about the event,
which featured encouraging games,
building bridges with straws and the
expression of feelings through writ-
ing poems, singing songs and paint-
ing murals.

The board applauded the efforts of
the Park Middle School administra-
tion for fostering such community
based programs at the school.

During the public portion of the
meeting, a concerned parent asked
the board if the district provided
class lists and student addresses to
various types of marketers who in
turn send students advertisements in
the mail.

The board responded that it did not
give out that kind of information to
the public, but tried to think of other

ways businesses might be receiving
this information.

The board will hold its regular
public meeting and the budget hear-
ing on Tuesday, March 30.

School board elections are rapidly
approaching and will be held on Tues-
day, April 20.

Board President Lance Porter
added in a final note that he hoped
that although three BOE members
are running for re-election unop-
posed, taxpayers will still come out
to vote for the budget.

                 Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
LEANING TOWER OF PISA?…The communications tower at Fanwood
Borough Hall is leaning and needs to be replaced. A special meeting was held on
Monday night so that area residents could be informed of the new tower.

               Benjamin B. Corbin and Lauren S. Pass for The Times
NEW CONSTRUCTION…Construction of condominiums by K. Hovnanian is underway in Scotch Plains between Route
22 and Diamond Hill Road. Inset is a photo of the house that previously stood on the property. Residents had objected
to the construction, citing drainage problems in the area.

Debate Continues Over State Aid Application
In Fanwood; Residents Expressed Concern

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Discord continued among the
mayor and council regarding the is-
sue of an application for state aid to
reduce property taxes. Heated words
were exchanged at Tuesday’s regular
meeting of the governing body, in-
cluding those from residents during
the portion of the meeting where the
public can address elected officials.

The subject was raised when
Democrat Councilwoman Donna
Dolce gave her Administration and
Finance report, and a resolution went
up for a vote to authorize the applica-
tion.

Democrat Mayor Colleen Mahr
stated, “The exact amount of the aid
is still to be determined by our audi-
tors. I met with them late last week,
and they are taking the lead with the
application. The deadline has been
extended from March 12 to March
23. The amount of the aid that has
been discussed is $400,000.”

Republican Councilman Stuart
Kline stated that he has not seen the
application itself and cannot vote on
it “sight unseen.” He also asked why
it is taking so long to complete a
three-page application. Mr. Kline said
that the $400,000 figure is higher
than the original estimate he was
told, and asked if the amount would
be higher by the time the application
is completed.

It had been discussed previously
that the figures in the current budget
would most likely be reduced by the
time the final spending plan is ap-
proved. The reason given is that the
application demanded a budget be
shown by the deadline, but that be-
tween now and the final budget, as
always, discussion and reductions
will be done.

With regard to the current budget
that is being included in the applica-
tion, Councilman Kline stated, “I
believe our application is intellectu-
ally and morally dishonest,” adding
he would abstain from a vote on the
resolution regarding the application.

Republican Councilman Andrew
Calamaras felt the council needs to
pare down the budget further, and
stated, “It is a challenge to my integ-
rity to vote for (the application), but
I don’t want to be seen as voting
against it, so I am going to abstain.”

In response, Mayor Mahr pointed
out that the budget was introduced
and passed by all governing body
members. She said she believes “it
was not dishonest” and that it was
“open to the public.” She maintained
it is in Fanwood’s best interest to get
money that is available.

Democrat Councilman Jack
Molenaar said, “I do not believe we
have been intellectually and morally
dishonest. I think we have worked
very hard on this budget.”

Councilman Kline also questioned
the accounting firm handling the
application.

Councilwoman Dolce responded,
“This resolution is saying that there
are capable people reviewing the
application.” She explained that this
is the normal process, to “delegate”
and “authorize” the firm to go over
the form for the borough.

Democrat Council President
Katherine Mitchell expressed confi-
dence in the borough’s long history
of working with the accounting firm,
and stated, “As a taxpayer myself,
I’d like to see something coming
back to Fanwood as tax relief for us.”

Seven residents took the opportu-
nity to ask questions and voice opin-
ions during the open microphone
period of the meeting. Each speaker
from the audience is allowed a maxi-
mum of five minutes. Afterwards,
Mayor Mahr responded to their state-
ments.

One resident expressed concern
over the 11 percent increase in the
budget, and stated that the Demo-
crats had used the term “stacked the
deck” about the total budget amount
that would be included in the aid
application sent to the state.

Mayor Mahr responded that the 11
percent increase was “alarming” and
was the reason why the aid was being
requested.

“We are not over inflating the bud-
get,” stated Mayor Mahr. “We met
together as a team, we came up with

those numbers as a group. Other
department heads are giving us the
figures, and we base the preliminary
budget on that information.”

The resident also asked if there
would be any repercussions from the
state if the borough changed the bud-
get after the award was given.

Mayor Mahr stated, “We will be
going back and working on the bud-
get. Trenton expects that to happen,
especially for towns that are on a
calendar year. It is fine to make
changes. The money received (from

the state aid) must go to the reduc-
tion of taxes. We are not allowed to
adopt a budget until we hear the
award total.”

Several residents spoke in support
of Councilman Kline’s and Council-
man Calamaras’ decision to abstain
from voting on the application, while
several others in the audience ex-
pressed support of the mayor and
council members who are in favor of
the aid application.

There was one heated exchange
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Times
THEY GAVE IT THEIR ALL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
basketball team beat three top ranked teams before losing to a fine Shabazz
team in the NJSIAA final on March 8.  The Lady Raiders enjoyed a successful
season by winning the County tournament.

detention basin. One ornamental tree
will need to be relocated for the
building of the tower.

Councilman Stuart Kline asked Mr.
Gatanis to review the possible loca-
tions for the tower and explain why
this site was chosen. The new tower
cannot be built on the old tower’s
current space at the front of Borough
Hall because the base of the new
tower is larger and there is not enough
room for it. The detention basin it-
self was ruled out due to water drain-
age issues.

Mr. Gatanis stated that the chosen
spot was considered the “best loca-
tion” also because it is “nestled be-
tween trees and is set back from
property lines.”

When asked if the tower could be
built closer to the building itself,
Mr. Gatanis explained that it would
be a problem because the moorings
for the tower go 16 to 20 feet into the
ground, and “would encroach on the
integrity of the building founda-
tion.”

Before opening the meeting to
the public, the mayor and council
expressed their opinions on the
project.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
felt that “a lot of thought has gone
into this” and that the tower “poten-
tially could someday save lives.”

Council President Katherine
Mitchell agreed, saying that, “the
primary purpose of the tower is to
improve communication.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr emphasized
that the current tower has “outlived
its usefulness,” is “structurally un-
safe,” and that the new tower is an
“investment in the first responders’
future here.”

Six residents came to the micro-

phone to ask questions and to
voice their concerns regarding the
tower.

Several residents questioned the
mayor and council as to the possibil-
ity of a cellular provider wanting to
use the tower in the future.

Mayor Mahr responded, “We have
not been approached nor are we
searching for” a cellular service to
pay for lease of the tower.

Residents felt that the cell compa-
nies “will automatically come once
the tower is up” and to believe other-
wise is “naïve.”

There was a lengthy discussion
regarding the option of a “mono pole”
type tower, referred to as “a flagpole
on steroids.”

This type of tower was considered
during the selection process, but con-
cluded that it was not the best choice
for Fanwood’s needs.

The four main concerns among
residents were the view of the large
tower from their homes, the possible
effect on the resale value of their
properties, the continued availabil-
ity for children to use the detention
basin for play, and the safety of chil-
dren near the tower.

The mayor and council assured
residents that, although it is not an
official function of the detention
basin, children will continue to be
allowed to play in the basin. With
regards to safety issues, a large fence
will be built surrounding the base of
the tower, to prevent anyone from
climbing onto the tower.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
it was decided that shrubbery will
be planted along the outer edge of
the detention basin, to reduce the
view of the tower for surrounding
houses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Residents Raise Safety, Cell
Concerns With New Tower

 

333 South Ave. East
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-232-8700
www.townandcountrywine.com

All prices in this ad are valid
3/11/2004 -3/17/2004

Hours:
Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m.

Sign Up for Our E-mail Newsletter
TODAY!

Get the latest news and information on sales,
wineries, wine trends and gourmet specialties!

Simply go to our website...
www.townandcountrywine.com

and enter your e-mail address!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

All items are available at our Westfield location, please contact other stores for product availability. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not
include sales tax. All wines are 750ml unless otherwise noted. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. Valid 3/11/2004 to 3/17/2004

Free Delivery
call

908-232-8700

Spirits
Bushmills Irish Whiskey 1 Lit. $25.99 
Black Bush 750 ml. $29.99 
Jameson 1780 750 ml. $28.99 
Jameson Irish Whiskey 750 ml. $32.99 
Knappogue Castle
Single Malt Irish Whiskey 750 ml. $19.99 
Killbegan 750 ml. $11.99
John Power 750 ml. $14.99
Bushmills 10 yr Old 750 ml. $31.99
Irish Creams
Bailey's Irish Cream 750 ml. $18.99 
Emmet's Irish Cream 750 ml. $10.99

Beers
Killians Irish Red 2-12 nr $17.99 
Harp Lager 2-12 nr $20.99 
Guiness Pub Draft 2-12 nr $21.99 
Guiness Pub Draft 14.8oz Cans $31.99 
Kinsale Irish Lager 12 oz nr $28.99
Murphy's Irish Red 12 oz nr $22.99 
Murphy's Stout 12 oz nr $29.99 
Wexford Irish Cream Ale 500 ml Cans $45.99
McSorley's Ale 12 oz nr $15.99 
McSorley's Black and Tan 12 oz nr $15.99 
Kaliber N/A 12 oz nr $21.99 

Irish Cheeses
Cashel Blue 13.99/lb
Cahill Guiness 11.99/lb 
Coolea 13.99/lb
Tipperary Cheddar 6.99/lb

Free Irish Soda
Bread Coupon

Come in to our Westfield store to
receive a free loaf of

Irish Soda Bread!
(No purchase necessary, while supplies last. Limit 1 loaf per family. valid Saturday

3/16/2004 only. Valid only when presented with this coupon,)

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
at

FLAG DONATIONS...The American Flag Donation Program is well underway
in Scotch Plains.  The flag sets, as pictured above, will be mounted on the newly-
installed pedestrian light poles throughout the downtown area.  The cost is $125,
which includes a decorative band around the light pole to be inscribed either with
the donor’s name or a memorial chosen by the donor.  A number of residents and
business people have already donated flags, and they are going quickly.  For more
information, please contact Jo Ford at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 306.

ing side of the budget will be cut
prior to the budget’s introduction.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Marks issued a proclamation declar-
ing the week of March 1-6 to be DECA
Free Enterprise Week. DECA is an
association of marketing students based
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

where a resident directed comments
specifically at Councilman Kline,
stating that his “objections (to the
application) seem patently politi-
cal.”

Councilman Kline asked Mayor
Mahr’s permission to speak, as is
required by the rules of the govern-
ing body, and Mayor Mahr said
“yes.” He reiterated the positions he
had stated earlier in the meeting.

In other business, Mayor Mahr
and Council President Mitchell read
a resolution acknowledging the work
of the Fanwood emergency response
team, including the police, fire and
rescue squad units, during a Febru-
ary 16 fire at the Smith residence on
North Avenue. The resolution
praised the “faithful dedication of
its members,” who are “on call 24
hours a day” and “put their lives in
jeopardy.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

Jahn Rosarito Garners
Accolades from Felician

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jahn
Rosarito of Scotch Plains has
been placed on the Dean’s List
for the fall 2003 semester at
Felician College in Lodi.  Ac-
cording to the college, Jahn
earned a 3.89 grade point aver-
age out of a possible 4.0.

Evergreen Elementary Pupils
Mark ‘Read Across America’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Evergreen

Elementary School students enjoyed
visits from officials and other guests
on March 2, who came to celebrate
“Read Across America Day” and the
100th birthday of children’s author
Dr. Seuss.

Evergreen School Media Special-
ist Kathy Herrmann coordinated the
event, which included special read-
ing and arts and crafts activities.

Carol Senff, the school district’s
Language Arts Supervisor for Grades
6 to 12, organized visits by Scotch
Plains Police Officer Al Sellinger
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students, who read their fa-
vorite books to the pupils.

The students created hats, crafts
and enjoyed treats provided by the
Parent-Teacher Association. In ad-
dition, the “Cat in the Hat” visited
and posed for a picture with students
Connor Cheney and Stefanie
Lopardo.
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