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Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Perfect Switchsm 
makes moving your 
existing accounts to 

Valley simple…safe…
and secure. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance. 

Although this offer is for new account holders only, we 
have similar great options for our current customers.

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Card

sm
…free fi rst order of checks…

free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your existing 

accounts. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Loss of Raider Logo is Unfortunate
For 2004 SPF Graduating Class

Why Do Candidates Have Answers
But Elected Officials Do Not?

Fanwoodian Responds to Budget
Story; Tells GOP to “Get Over It”

Mahr Didn’t Say Answer to Property
Taxes Was State Aid During Campaign

Cellular Antennae Placement
At Schools Could be Health Risk

I was disappointed to read recent
comments offered by our elected offi-
cials on both the board of education
and town council. Before I offer my
criticism, I do acknowledge that these
officials are volunteers and should be
commended for volunteering time
away from their families and other
activities. The position is truly a thank-
less job.

However, once you decide to serve
there are responsibilities that come
with elected office. Perhaps the most
important responsibility is the bud-
get. The process of budget review is
time consuming and difficult deci-
sions have to be made. I speak from
experience having served as a coun-
cilman for three years in a borough
similar to Westfield.

Every single candidate who has run
for local public office be they Repub-
lican or Democrat for the town coun-
cil, or candidates for the board of
education, have emphasized fiscal re-
sponsibility while campaigning and
have promised to treat the tax dollars
as if the money was their own.

Recently, both the school board and
town announced its budget. Once again
we will see increases. If the newspa-
per reports are accurate, the town bud-
get will increase by seven percent and
the board of education, with a budget
that dwarfs the town budget, will in-
crease by six percent. The county bud-
get will also, no doubt, increase.

If my experience is typical I have
grown numb to the inevitable, yearly
tax increases, however the comments
of our elected officials when announc-
ing these increases add insult to in-
jury. I am assuming that the quotes
reported in the paper last week are
accurate. The vice president of the
board of education, after announcing
a six percent increase or a $342 in-
crease for an “average homeowner”
stated “It’s a small amount of money
for homeowners.” Really?

First of all the mythical average
homeowner who will be receiving this
“small” increase has a property as-

sessed at $180,000. Most people read-
ing this letter have homes assessed
well in excess of $180,000. This in-
crease is also tacked onto the already
existing substantial tax bill, which is
$6,390 for the “average homeowner”,
and this amount is only for the school
portion of the budget and doesn’t in-
clude the town taxes or county taxes.
I am not advocating voting against the
budget and I generally believe the
school board does an excellent job,
however if the statement was made,
as reported, I find it troubling. Many
can afford the yearly increases, how-
ever there are people in this town,
especially seniors, who are having
difficulty paying taxes. They are house
rich but do not have a steady flow of
income.

Quotes from councilmen regarding
the town budget were equally trou-
bling. Third Ward Councilman An-
drew Skibitsky was quoted as saying
he is “troubled by the increase...I don’t
have the answers.” Well if he doesn’t
have the answers who does? We de-
pend on the mayor and council to find
the answers. I don’t recall any of the
candidates telling us they didn’t have
the answers before we elected them.

The other Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca was quoted as saying
“I don’t know where else we could
have cut.” These sentiments don’t
bode well for the future since there
comes a point that the inevitable yearly
tax increases reach a breaking point.

Keep in mind that we also pay for
some services above and beyond our
tax dollars. Most significant is our
waste removal bill. We also pay to
use the town pool, pay to recycle, pay
various recreation fees, pay for side-
walk repair, new curbs etc. All in
addition to our taxes!

I understand that living in this town
means high taxes. Maybe if the quotes,
when announcing the increases, were
a tad more encouraging I wouldn’t
mind dipping into my pocket as much.

William Bren
Westfield

I watched the televised meeting of the
Fanwood Mayor and Council to discuss
the budget and was appalled. I know our
tax situation has gotten out of hand, but I
was surprised to hear the mayor sacrifice
the integrity of Fanwood for something
she referred to as “Extraordinary Aid.”

When Mayor Colleen Mahr ran for
the honor of serving as the Mayor of
Fanwood, she ran on the platform of
controlling and lowering taxes. She spoke
as though she knew how to do something
clever and unique.

On television, to all the citizens of
Fanwood watching, she tried to explain
why an 11 percent tax hike would put
Fanwood in a position to ask Trenton for
this program called “Extraordinary Aid.”
Is this her idea of tax relief – begging
Trenton for money along with communi-
ties like Hillside, Roselle and Elizabeth,
which truly need this type of program?

I commend Councilman Stuart Kline
for taking a courageous stand at that
meeting to articulate to the public that

the mayor and council could have done
a better job in preparing the budget.
Although Mr. Kline explained that he,
too, wouldn’t turn down money, he ex-
plained how this process was a one-time
situation and, if granted, would come
with some “strings attached.” He also
stated that even if these aid monies were
totally granted, our tax increase would
still be more than last year! Apparently,
Ms. Mahr thought it better to rush through
the budget process in order to meet a
March 12 deadline to apply for an “ex-
traordinary” means of lowering taxes.

While campaigning, Ms. Mahr never
explained that aid was her idea of tax
relief.

The previous administration had the
answer of tax relief through redevelop-
ment ratables. Now we will be known as
a community in desperate need, rather
than a forward thinking and upward
moving community.

Evelyn Nelson
Fanwood

I was dismayed to read that the
Westfield School Board is consider-
ing a proposal from T Mobile to in-
stall a cell phone antennae at two
district schools - Wilson Elementary
and Edison Intermediate - in return
for $100,000 each year.

While the board is to be commended
for exploring alternative funding
sources, the benefits generated from
the antennae option are far outweighed
by the potential harm the radiation
emitted by the antennae could cause
the children who attend these two
schools and the surrounding neigh-
bors.

Granted, there is conjecture about
the effects of exposure to the EMF
radiation emitted by cell phone an-
tennae. On one hand, cell phone com-
panies dismiss it outright and say the
exposure is harmless. One the other
hand there are many in the scientific
community who believe the biologi-
cal effects from low intensity radia-
tion exposures are very real and in-
clude long-term effects on DNA, chro-
mosome aberrations, gene transcrip-
tion, damage to the immune system,
disruption of calcium ion balance,
neurological effects, depletion of se-
rotonin, and numerous cancers. Inter-
estingly, payment by cell phone com-
panies in return for placing antennae
on schools and other public buildings
is not a new phenomenon. Across the
USA there are at least 300 communi-
ties that have moratoriums on cell
phone tower placement.

The World Health Organization is
also cautious, saying the health risks
cannot be accurately assessed until
further research is completed.

There are all kinds of studies and
experts around the world questioning
the safety of the cell phone antennae.
I urge the school board to take the
most cautious approach in this matter
and vote to not expose our children to
radiation levels that could be danger-
ous to them. No amount of money is
worth taking a risk with our precious
children.

Tracy Taylor
Westfield

For twelve years the senior class mem-
bers of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School have proudly represented their
school and communities as the Blue
Raiders. The football and soccer teams
as well as other school activities such as
DECA and the Model U.N. all made us
proud with their success in this, their
final year as Raiders.

How unfortunate it is that the members
of the senior class are being told by the
school system that they can not purchase
graduation tee shirts displaying the In-
dian head logo they have worn so proudly
for all of their twelve years as Raiders.

The Indian head logo, which had been
displayed with such reverence is, we are
now being told, an insult to someone,
somewhere and if we display it we are

racists. We are being told that the Raider
flags we display on the fronts of our
homes apparently only indicates that a
bigot lives there, not a proud SPF Raider.
I guess I should be ashamed that I walk
our streets wearing my Raider logo hat,
scarf, t-shirt and jacket. Ashamed of the
emotional feeling I get when I approach
the football field and see all of the bright
blue Raider flags flying in the wind,
each one insulting an Indian somewhere.

If anyone is insulted by this new policy
it is the people of our community. The
logo belongs to us, not the school sys-
tem. Leave it alone and let the Class of
2004 graduate as the strong, proud Raid-
ers they have always been.

Brian Bantz
Fanwood

As a resident of Fanwood, I read
last week’s front page article, “FW
Political Lines Drawn Over Budget
Increase, Aid Application,” with great
dismay. Apparently, Former Mayor
Louis Jung and Councilman Stuart
Kline are trying to inject the same
fractious, vicious partisanship that has
infected our national and state poli-
tics to the local level.

The is a sad state of affairs for
Fanwood, but so be it.

Jung: You’re no longer mayor. Show
the same grace that former Mayor
Connolly showed upon losing to you.
You should withdraw from politics
and give your successor time to settle
in. You’re just a private citizen now,
and your opinion counts no more than
any other resident of Fanwood.

Kline: I used to respect your work
on the town council. No longer. Now
it sounds like you’re just like any
other politician maneuvering for ad-

vantage. The same 11 percent increase
you are objecting to so fiercely is
probably the exact same increase you
would be recommending were Re-
publicans still in charge. (We both
know that the actual discretionary part
of the budget is very small.)

Republicans on town council: The
last local election represented a plebi-
scite on downtown development. You
lost. Get over it. It’s time for you to
move on. A majority of residents who
voted told you that  we prefer
Fanwood’s small town environment
and want to keep it. Westfield and
Scotch Plains have significant down-
town shopping areas. We don’t need
one in Fanwood. The small, intimate
local businesses that exist are just
right for most of us. Ratables aren’t
everything. Lifestyle can be more
important.

Lon Levy
Fanwood

THE CZAR’S PALACE…Brian and Patricia Mueller visited Russia on Janu-
ary 14 to bring their newly adopted daughter to her new home in Westfield.
Arrangements for the adoption were made in St. Petersburg. During the trip,
Mr. Mueller took several photographs including the one shown above in St.
Petersburg of the Czar’s spectacular Winter Palace, now known as the Hermit-
age Museum.

Bd. of Education Does
Budget Backwards

You quoted Ms. Anne Riegel, Vice-
President of the Westfield Board of
Education. As related to the BOE bud-
get increase and concurrent tax levy
increase, she said, “It’s a small amount
of money for homeowners.” How dare
she look into residents’ pocketbooks
and vote to spend their money. Doesn’t
the BOE realize that they are doing
the budget backwards; first spending
the money and then going into resi-
dents’ pocketbooks to obtain the
funds? Help!

Dr. Jay Slomovitz
Westfield

I’ve Had Enough of Robert Ratner’s
Rantings, Says Westfield Reader

For several years now, beginning
even before R. Ratner was a Westfield
resident, The Leader has subjected its
readers to this man’s incessant ti-
rades. As a 21 year resident, I appre-
ciate The Leader’s letters section as
an opportunity to learn about diverse
viewpoints on matters of local con-
cern. Surely there is no dearth of let-
ters as to need continually give space
to Ratner’s ravings. It is refreshing to
finally see a letter speaking about his
approach.

As with too many Americans to-
day, Ratner has no concept of civility
or respect, nor does he understand
that his right to free speech has re-
sponsibility as a corollary. In one
recent letter, Ratner admitted looking
for causes to hone his writing skills. If
he propounded his causes in a ratio-
nal, respectful manner, he might be
listened to.

One recent writer commented that
Ratner needed an anger management
course. I suggest that his personal,
demeaning attack-dog approach on
anyone he disagrees with (especially
the Bush administration) hides a more
troubling problem.

The amount of space devoted to
this demagogue, and responding let-
ters, is way out of proportion. Please
devote space to local issues voiced in
a responsible manner.

If other readers are also tired of
Ratner’s ramblings, perhaps they will
take the time to let The Leader know.

If Ratner has cogent thoughts of con-
cern to Westfield and expresses them in
a coherent, non-emotional and most civil
manner, then by all means, share them
with your readers. If not, please spare us
further Ratner rantings.

Joe Boscia
Westfield
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