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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ptarmic – Causing to sneeze
2. Dawpate – A simpleton; a fool
3. Tellural – Pertaining to the earth
4. Gobbet – A chunk of raw flesh

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BURKING
1. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
2. Pointing out with the finger
3. Causing extreme fear, trembling or

quivering
4. Causing a person or persons to get

enraged; a taunting
SIMAGRE

1. Stern; rigid
2. A grimace
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. An early stage or beginning

BUCCAL
1. Full of life; very lively
2. Living the life of a hermit
3. Petaining to the cheek or mouth
4. Desolate; barren

BLOTTO
1. Widespread epidemic of cata-

strophic proportions
2. Very pale or faded
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Very drunk; unconscious because

of drinking too much

Twp. Council Should Take The Next Step
To Form a Special Improvement District

It’s no secret that traditional downtown business
districts have been under pressure. First from big
malls offering shoppers everything under one roof
and, more recently, from big discount chains like
Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Lowe’s and Target. Not too
long ago, the Main Streets of Norman Rockwell
paintings were thought to be dying relics from a
different era, one of the casualties of a changing
world.

Over the past decade or so, however, we’ve seen
the impressive rebirth of downtowns in a number of
New Jersey towns. No one can deny that downtown
Westfield is one of the most vibrant in the state.
Cranford’s business district is similarly bustling.
Several years ago, downtown Red Bank was strug-
gling; today, it’s a vastly different story. These
communities, along with about 60 others in New
Jersey, revived their business districts by designat-
ing them as Special Improvement Districts (SID).
And last week, Scotch Plains took a big and neces-
sary step toward a similar designation for its own
struggling downtown area.

For the past six months, a 10-member committee
has been meeting weekly to hash out the details of
how a SID will help revive downtown Scotch
Plains, how it will be structured, what its goals will
be, who will be included, how much property
owners will pay to finance the SID and how it will
be operated.

Getting a group of people to agree on where to eat
dinner can be a test of wills. Getting the SID
steering committee to come to a consensus on how
best to revitalize the downtown business district
could easily have ended up being an exercise in
futility leading to a stalemate and a continuation of
the status quo.

As Steve Goldberg, who served as chairman of the
committee, noted, the group had a diverse make-up
including property owners, retail proprietors, own-
ers of non-retail properties, a representative from a
bank, a resident, a former mayor, a member of the
township council and the heads of the local business
and professional association and the local historical
society. They brought with them varied priorities,
goals and thoughts on how best to improve the
downtown area.

To its credit, though, the steering committee,
through 21 meetings, argued and debated its way to
compromises on the important aspects of the pro-
posed Special Improvement District and last week
voted to approve its final report. It is being sent to the
township council, which will review it and, it’s
hoped, eventually pass an ordinance formally creat-
ing the SID.

After a number of studies over the years and some
aesthetic improvements more recently, the establish-
ment of a SID is the logical next step for reviving
downtown Scotch Plains, which faces fierce compe-
tition from Westfield and Summit, the malls that are
a stone’s throw away and, most recently, the grand-
daddy killer of mom-and-pop retailers, Wal-Mart,
which has just opened an outlet a mile down Route 22.

Compromises had to be made and personal prefer-
ences sometimes had to be set aside for the greater
overall good. It’s a good bet that noone on the

steering committee likes every aspect contained in
the final report. In any group effort of this kind, no
one is going to get everything they desire. Some
wanted a more expansive SID encompassing every
commercial property possible; instead, it will start
small and hopefully grow with time and visible
success. Some committee members favored charg-
ing all downtown business properties at the same
rate while others backed a multi-tiered assessment
system in which certain types of properties would
pay different amounts. A six-tiered flat rate formula,
in which property owners will pay between $250 and
$2,000 annually based on the property’s assessed
value, was ultimately adopted. The composition of
the SID’s board of directors was also the subject of
some debate as was the wording of the some parts of
the final report.

We would have liked the committee to assess all
the commercial properties in the SID from the
start instead of having those on Front Street and
Terrill Road exempt for the first year. But the lack
of adequate notice and other concerns, some valid,
made this impractical. We also wished that more
members of the business community had partici-
pated in the steering committee’s discussion on a
more regular basis rather than raising objections
and concerns at the eleventh hour and necessitat-
ing repeated and time-consuming explanations by
committee members of how various agreements
on boundaries and assessment had earlier been
reached.

The 10 members of the steering committee, whose
discussions were facilitated by consultant Seth
Grossman, did an admirable job in formulating a
blueprint for the future of downtown Scotch Plains.
They devoted their own time to an effort that will
hopefully benefit not only downtown businesses but
also township residents, who, down the road, could
have more reasons to spend time in the central
business district rather than driving past it on their
way elsewhere. We hope the township council, which
has expressed its support of the SID concept, will act
positively on the steering committee’s recommen-
dations.

Town Attorney Should Not Be
Commenting on Engineering

Township Should Buy
Park Place Diner

Property for Fields
A few months ago, I seem to re-

member that the council said that
whenever a parcel of land suitable for
recreation purposes was made for sale
the town would look at it for it’s own
use. Isn’t that why money is set aside?

The Park Place Diner property, ad-
jacent to land you wanted to use in the
reservation, and across the street from
a similar sized field, seems to be avail-
able. Why not condemn this property,
and/or swap them the Terry Lou Zoo
property?

Large, relatively flat, parcels of
land are very hard to come by. Let’s
act on this before building starts.

The buyers intended use of the prop-
erty is irrelevant.

Robert Cummo
Scotch Plains

Westfielder Supports
Goose Reduction

Congratulations to County Manager
George Devanney for proposing a way
to reduce the Canadian Goose popula-
tion. Netting the geese and using them
to help feed the homeless will help
reduce the goose population while pro-
viding a good source of food for those
who need it most.

Ms. Blanchard claims “They (geese)
have many admirable traits similar to
human beings, and we are killing them
for being social beings because they
find our parks as attractive as we do.”

I have never seen geese playing in the
parks, they do not play ball or play on
the swings, they simply use the parks as
a food source and leave nothing but
goose droppings that create a hazard for
those people playing on the fields.
Canada Geese are not an endangered
species and have virtually taken over
our parks. Using dogs and other means
to chase the geese doesn’t solve the
problem, it only moves it somewhere
else.

Mr. Devanney is correct in saying
that population control is the only vi-
able alternative to control the geese that
have grossly overpopulated our parks.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Admin. Salaries Need
To be Examined Before
SPF Budget is Passed
As the board of education considers

its spending plan in anticipation of the
upcoming opportunity for the public to
vote the school budget up or down, it
should consider that this school district
exceeds the county average for median
administrative salary by 6 percent
($102,330 versus $96,394).

In contrast, the district’s median fac-
ulty salary is within approximately one
percent of the county average ($49,300
versus $48,708).

Are we paying our administrators too
much, or our teachers too little?

David Harris
Fanwood

The following quote is from Lauren
Pass’s Westfield Leader article on the
February 24 town council meeting:
“Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that reliable financials cannot be worked
up until a final design is completed.”

In regards to this statement, does the
mayor and council sanction its appointed
professionals to render unsolicited opin-
ions for which they may not be qualified
and for which they most certainly have
not been hired to provide? Since when
has engineering design and financial
modeling become the Town Attorney’s
area of expertise?

While Mr. Cockren should feel more
than welcome to offer his highly quali-
fied LEGAL opinions and interpreta-
tions on LEGAL issues, I just don’t see
how his proclamation regarding the re-
development design is in any way le-
gally related.

But I’ll give Mr. Cockren the benefit
of the doubt that he obtained the above
information from some qualified pro-
fessional. However, if this is the case, he
should step down from the podium and
make his comments as a regular
Westfield citizen and not in his official
position as the town attorney.

The bottom line is that it is inappro-
priate for an “appointed” official to re-
spond to comments made by duly elected
officials (Ciarrocca and Neylan) con-
cerning legitimate aspects of the rede-
velopment projects. In this case they
seem to have been bringing up the very
valid point that perhaps we should not be

allocating more funds for the projects
without first looking deeper into the
financial viability of them.

Furthermore, I seriously doubt that a
design engineer or financial expert would
make a statement such as the one made
by the town attorney. If every project
needed to proceed to final design before
a financial analysis was performed, then
we would need a heck of a lot more
engineers in the world!

That’s just not the way things work.
Sensible organizations don’t fully de-
sign projects before analyzing if they are
economically feasible. In fact, a pre-
liminary design is often the primary
vehicle that many organizations (gov-
ernmental and private), use to determine
whether a project is economically fea-
sible.

Certainly the developer (Nassau HKT)
has done substantive financial modeling
of the project. They would not be in-
volved in the project at this point with-
out financial models showing signifi-
cant profitability. The same should be
true of the town. If we don’t have similar
financials at this stage, we should not be
preceding any further until we do.

If the town has such financial models,
then they should share them with the
public. If the town doesn’t have them
yet, now is the time to do so. In addition,
Nassau HKT should share their financial
models with the town as well.

Thank you for your time.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Fanwood Council Member Responds
To Accusations of Grandstanding

In a recent letter, Fanwood resident
Peter Sayles accused me of “grandstand-
ing” when I voted against the Democrat
majority’s 11 percent tax increase in
Fanwood taxes. Let me clear up a num-
ber of erroneous statements by Mr.
Sayles. First, I did not pretend outrage;
it was real. During my seven plus years
on council, I have never introduced,
approved, or voted for a double-digit tax
increase. I don’t intend to start now.

Furthermore, I do not object to the
application for extraordinary aid. In fact,
I commend the mayor for seeking alter-
native sources of revenue. However, I do
object to making this application with-
out first understanding all the strings or
potential problems from accepting such
aid. The mayor and my Democratic col-
leagues did not fully explain to Fanwood
residents that the statute gives Trenton
the power to reduce our expenses it
deems excessive. Maybe Trenton thinks
we have one or two many police officers
or too many leaf pickups. The positives
may certainly outweigh the negatives.
But I like to make important decisions
having as much information as possible.

In her presentation, Councilwoman
Dolce gave an overview of borough ex-
penses. She explained everything except
why taxes are going up 11 percent. This
year, we had several favorable budget
developments such as increased local
revenues (in fact, revenues were down
17 percent in 2003) and a $75,000 sav-
ings in sewer billing.

My other concern was that we did not
do our homework. Contrary to Council-
woman Dolce’s suggestion, last year’s
council did not introduce a budget with
a 10 percent increase. We faced a 10

percent increase when we started work-
ing on it, well before introduction.
Councilwoman Dolce also suggested that
we need to show as high an increase as
possible to justify a high extraordinary
aid award. In my opinion, we need to get
our expenses down as much as possible
before we go hat in hand to Trenton.
Anything less is intellectually and mor-
ally dishonest.

Partisan grandstanding? In fact, if
Mr. Sayles is correct, that such aid is the
salvation of Fanwood, then my com-
ments would be politically inept. Mr.
Sayles is right in one respect: tax relief
is one of the principal duties of council,
but I believe that we can achieve longer
term stability by revitalizing and devel-
oping our downtown, increasing our tax
revenues every year by $300,000 to
$500,000 (according to estimates last
year by our planner) than by cooking the
books to make Fanwood’s finances ap-
pear worse than they are.

Stuart Kline
Fanwood Borough Council

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 22 community service
agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield.  The 22 agencies
reflect the needs of today’s society.
Those who seek help are provided
with people-oriented services that
are partially funded through contri-
butions to the United Fund of
Westfield.

* * * * * * *
Begun more than 30 years ago,

Mobile Meals of Westfield is a non-
profit program of home-delivered
meals serving those who are unable
to shop and prepare their own meals
on either a temporary or permanent
basis.  The program serves residents
of Westfield and surrounding com-
munities including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Clark, Cranford and Garwood.

Five days per week, Monday
through Friday, volunteers deliver a
hot dinner or cold supper at noon or
one hot meal each day.    The menus
are well balanced and change daily.
They are planned by a nutritionist
and prepared by a trained cook in the
First Baptist Church in Westfield.
Volunteers help package and deliver
the food each day.

Sharon Goldner, Executive Direc-
tor of Mobile Meals, is one of three
part-time employees that also in-
clude a cook and a kitchen helper.
According to Ms. Goldner, the pro-
gram could not exist without the
volunteer help and the financial sup-
port of the United Fund.

“Our homemade meals are good
quality,” explains Ms. Goldner, “and
the small charge to our clients does
not even cover our food, supplies and
kitchen and office overhead.”   (Ten
meals a week cost a recipient $30).

Three groups of volunteers keep
Mobile Meals running.  The Board
of Directors is the planning compo-
nent of Mobile Meals, working to
address the resources needed by the
organization.

The everyday volunteers include
two groups of  “packers” who as-
semble the hot meals, make sand-
wiches, dish out desserts, prepare
salads and pack food in large thermal
bags.  Generally, volunteers come in
once a week, from 8:30 – 11 a.m.

The “drivers” arrive around 10:40,
pick up their bags and deliver their
route.  There are eight routes alto-
gether, half of them in Westfield to
homebound residents.  Most of the
drivers are young mothers or retired
people.  Very often, the young moth-
ers bring their children along on the
route, which is a source of satisfac-
tion for the Mobile Meal recipient.

“Elderly clients look forward to
the deliveries, which provide a ser-
vice beyond the food,” noted Ms.
Goldner.  “Often, our clients only see
the mail carrier and our delivery
people all day long.”

 The drivers acknowledge that the
children benefit as well, by experi-
encing an important lesson in com-
munity service.

A recent note from one of Mobile
Meals’ clients reads:  “You’ve really
been a blessing to me.  I look forward
to the delicious meals, superb ser-
vice, friendly smiles.  Thank you and
God bless you.”

Another note was received from
adult children who live out of state,
who said, “We don’t know what we’d
do without all of you.  Thank you so
much for the wonderful service you
provide our mother.”

In addition to the volunteers who
help on a day-to-day basis and the
financial support from the United
Fund of Westfield, Mobile Meals
receives gifts from time to time to
brighten up a client’s day.  School
groups, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,
for example, will work on art projects
and cards for Mobile Meals’ clients
or bring in favors around the holi-
days.

One client sent a thank you note to
be forwarded to all the “organiza-
tions that lift our spirits with gifts.”

Mobile Meals of Westfield is one
of 22 agencies supported by the
United Fund of Westfield.  For more
information about how to support
these local service organizations,
please contact Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund
of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.  For
information about the services and
volunteer opportunities provided by
Mobile Meals of Westfield, please
call (908) 233-6146.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

Needs of Today’s Society:
Mobile Meals of Westfield

More Letters to The
Editor on Page 5

Publisher’s Note
Last week, the Pen & Ink column by Michelle

LePoidevin entitled “God Bless Mel Gibson for
Gifting Us With the Greatest Truth Ever Told”
contained comments that have no place in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

I apologize for not catching this at the time of
publication.

I thank everyone who called and wrote to bring this
to my attention. To others who contacted me in
support of the column, I acknowledge their right to
free expression.

We are reaffirming internally the policies of our
community newspaper. Plus, we are strengthening
our editing system of checks and balances.

The future appearance of the Pen & Ink column is
awaiting my assessment of progress with the above.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Government Checks
Gas Price Gouging

WASHINGTON -- Motorists who
think they’ve been charged unfairly
high prices can report to the govern-
ment at (800) 244-3301 or
gaswatch.energy.gov. The Federal
Trade Commission investigates com-
plaints of price-gouging.

Westfield Schools
Closed March 15

WESTFIELD – All nine
Westfield Public Schools will be
closed on Monday, March 15, for
staff in-service. Classes for stu-
dents will not be held, although
school offices and the administra-
tion building will be operational.


