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For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,480 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

Scotch Plains Planning Board Discusses
Commerce Bank’s ‘Flagrant’ Violation

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board expect to hear from rep-
resentatives of Commerce Bank why
the bank, during construction last
year of its branch on Park Avenue,
decided to go forward with installing
brick pavers after being informed by
township officials that the pavers
were not in compliance with local
standards.

Members of the board, at its meet-
ing on Monday evening, discussed
why the bank would, in the words of
board member Alice Agran, “fla-
grantly” violate terms of the approved
site plan by installing the noncon-
forming pavers. “They basically said,
‘We’re going to do what we prefer to
do’,” Mrs. Agran said, as she won-
dered how to avoid similar situations
in the future.

Representatives from the bank are
expected to appear before the board
to request relief from having to put in
new pavers. Mrs. Agran wondered
why the bank hadn’t come to the
board earlier to ask for a waiver or a
modification to its site plan.

Apparently, when township offi-
cials told bank representatives last
year that its pavers weren’t in com-
pliance, bank officials said they
wanted to open the branch office and
would, perhaps, replace them at a
later date if required.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a minor subdivision applica-
tion by Rau Development LLC to
split a lot at 2118 Meadowview Road
into two conforming lots. The home
at the site will be demolished and
two new homes will be built.

The side yard setbacks of the two
new homes will be wider on the sides
facing neighboring homes, said en-
gineer Herbert Lauterwald, who ex-
plained that he wanted to preserve
some of the “openness” of the side
yards that presently exists. As a re-
sult, the two new homes will both be
more oriented toward the middle of
the two new properties.

Before the board approved the
application, several neighbors spoke
about flooding and drainage prob-
lems in the Meadowview Road-
Hetfield Avenue-Cheyenne Way
neighborhood, and worried that con-
struction of the new homes would
exacerbate the situation.

Mr. Lauterwald assured the board
that water runoff levels in the vicin-
ity of the subdivided property would
be the same after the development as
it is at present. He also said that
underground dry wells would be
placed on each of the new lots to
further improve drainage.

Mayor Martin Marks suggested
that the township engineer file a re-

port on the neighborhood’s water
runoff problems so that the Town-
ship Council and township officials
can decide what, if anything, can be
done to rectify the situation.

The board also approved an appli-
cation initially considered last month
but delayed until this week because
one aspect of the original application
required that a formal public hearing
be held so neighbors could attend
and offer input.

At its March 23 meeting, the board
seemed ready to approve a site plan
application submitted by A. DeLuca
Paving LLC to construct a 2,300-
square-foot storage garage for its
paving and masonry business at its
Lindsey Avenue site. Plans also in-
cluded new fencing and buffering
between the DeLuca property and
neighboring residential properties.

With Lindsey Avenue presently
being gravel road leading from
Plainfield Avenue, the application
also called for DeLuca to pave
Lindsey Avenue, making it a 12-
foot-wide roadway. Originally, the
plan was to make Lindsey Avenue 20
feet wide, but an existing utility pole
and a berm made that option un-
workable. To receive permission for
the 12-foot roadway DeLuca required
a variance and last month, the board
concluded a formal public hearing
would be appropriate.

At this week’s hearing, the board

did not object when engineer John
DuPont said there was no need for a
roadway wider than 12 feet at the
site. There were also no objections
from nearby neighbors.

There was also an extended dis-
cussion about one aspect of the site
plan before the board gave its ap-
proval to the application. The origi-
nal plans submitted two weeks ear-
lier showed an area where two large
storage bins would be placed at the
rear of the property and within sight
of a Concord Road residence situ-
ated behind the DeLuca property.

 After the resident raised concerns
in February, a revised plan submitted
showed that the bins would be re-
placed by two parking spaces for
vehicles. When questioned by board
members, Mr. DeLuca said the new
area would serve as parking spaces
for either passenger vehicles or larger
construction equipment.

When the Concord Road resident
objected to this, saying it would nega-
tively affect the backyard view from
his home, Jay Bohn, the attorney for
DeLuca, maintained that the planned
berm and buffering trees planned for
the rear of the property would ad-
equately block any view of the ve-
hicles.

Mr. DeLuca protested when some
board members broached the possi-
bility of restricting the parking in
that area to passenger cars only, say-

ing he needed to have “flexibility” in
how he operates his business.

The board, along with Mr. DeLuca,
his attorney and engineer, then em-
barked on a circuitous route to re-
solving the impasse, with board mem-
ber Robert LaCosta first suggesting
that the rear wall of the new building
be extended so that it blocked the at-
issue parking area from the Concord
Road property. He then said the new
building’s roof could also be altered
so that it extended over the new
parking area, creating a carport, of
sorts, for the vehicles to be parked
there. Other options included raising
the height of the berm on which the
buffering trees would be planted or
reverting to the original plan that
called for storage bins to be placed in
that area.

Finally, the board agreed to grant a
variance to increase the height of the
fence along the rear of the property
to eight feet, something that all par-
ties, including the Concord Road
resident, said was a suitable solu-
tion.

SP Zoning Board Approves
Garages at Two Properties

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved two applications
at its meeting last week and was also
informed that a rejected applicant is
appealing a board denial last year.

Vera Relkin of 1198 Maple Hill
Road received board approval to con-
vert an existing one-car garage into a
bedroom and then to construct a new
non-conforming one-car garage.

Mrs. Relkin explained that the new
first-floor bedroom would ease mo-
bility for her husband and herself.
The existing garage, which is 11 by
18-feet, is attached to the house and
situated at the rear of the structure.
The new garage, which would be
about the same size, would be built
in front of the new bedroom and
would extend one foot beyond the
front of the rest of the home.

Mrs. Relkin said the new garage
would be sufficient for her car and
also said financial considerations
were part of her decision to build a

smaller garage.
Board Chairman James Fawcett

warned her that the smaller-size ga-
rage might affect any future sale of
her home. Board member Chris Abeel
agreed, but said it wasn’t the board’s
role to determine an owner’s needs.

Dr. Nicholas Melillo of 1375
Rahway Road received approval to
construct a detached three-car garage
on his four-acre property. He told the
board he needed storage space and
that his existing attached two-car ga-
rage was insufficient for this purpose.
The board included conditions in its
approval that there would be no living
space available or business activities
conducted in the new garage.

Dr. Melillo was granted permis-
sion to have plumbing lines extended
to the new garage so that a sink could
be included in the new structure.

Calling the new garage, which will
be 18 feet tall, “essentially a barn,”
Chairman Fawcett said “this kind of
thing also helps buttress against po-
tential subdivisions.”

At the start of its monthly meeting,
the board was informed that Nextmedia
Outdoor, which had applied to replace
a billboard located in a lot at the corner
of eastbound Route 22 and Union Av-
enue, has filed an appeal of the board’s
November 6, 2003 rejection.

Residents living in the neighbor-
hood had expressed concerns about
the size of the new 14-by 48-foot bill-
board, which would have been larger
than the existing one, as well as the
level of lighting and potential safety
issues regarding children possibly
climbing up on the billboard structure.

Nextmedia representatives had said
the new billboard would be larger in
terms of square footage but would not
stand as high. They also said last fall
the new structure would be angled
more towards Route 22 and away from
nearby homes, thus lessening any im-
pact from the lighting, which they said
would turned off late each evening.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin said
he expects a hearing on the appeal to be
held during the summer.

Malpractice Reform Bill
Clears Assembly Hurdles

TRENTON – Three Assembly
committees gave their approval to
medical malpractice reform legis-
lation that would authorize a series
of tort reforms, provide premium-
rate relief to doctors, and curb run-
away increases in medical mal-
practice insurance.

The measure would eliminate un-
fair court system advantages that
lawyers enjoy when suing doctors
for malpractice. These reforms in-
clude tighter requirements for ex-
pert witnesses in lawsuits against
doctors and shorter time frames for
filing malpractice lawsuits.

The measure would also autho-
rize a three-year $90 million fund
to provide immediate, direct pre-
mium relief to doctors and hospi-
tals experiencing financial stress
caused by escalating medical mal-
practice insurance rates. Part of the
fund also would be used to encour-
age new medical school graduates
to enter into the high-risk field of
obstetrics.

The Democratic plan has won

strong support from the leading
consumer groups, like the AARP
and Citizen Action, and the Medi-
cal Society of New Jersey. The tort-
reform/subsidy approach also has
been endorsed by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the state’s major
newspapers.

The action represents the latest
attempt by assembly Democrats to
help New Jersey doctors weather a
national medical malpractice in-
surance crisis caused in large part
by an erosion of insurance com-
pany cash reserves during the con-
tinuing economic downturn. As-
sembly Democrats have sought to
provide rate relief for doctors while
also protecting the right of patients
to seek just compensation when
harmed by egregious medical er-
rors.

The bill would lower lawsuit de-
fense expenses, weed out frivolous
malpractice claims against doctors,
and ensure continuity and stability
in the state’s health-care delivery
system.

MAYOR IN THE HAT…On March 2, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
joined students in Mrs. Dubroski-Passuth’s second grade class at the J. Ackerman
Coles School in Scotch Plains, to honor Dr. Seuss’ 100th Birthday. The day was
also part of a larger celebration known as Read Across America, which is a day
designed to promote the importance of reading.


