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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – When Westfield
film producer Michael Jackman was hav-
ing lunch on the set with actor Jason
Alexander of “Seinfeld” fame one after-
noon, his niece, who was visiting, posed
the magic question.

“What do you do, Uncle Mike?” she
asked.

Trying to put his job description into
words, Jackman, a 17-year veteran in the
industry, ceded the answer to Alexander,
who pointed out the surrounding cast and
crew to the young girl.

“Do you see all these people around
us? All of these people create problems.
Your Uncle Mike solves all of these prob-
lems,” he said.

Jackman, who has worked with block-
buster producers like Oliver Stone and
Martin Scorcese, or “Marty,” was on the
brink of flying out to Los Angeles to tie up
some loose ends as Post Production Su-
pervisor with Leonardo DiCaprio for The
Aviator, where he would also attend the
premieres of Agent Cody Banks: Destina-
tion London (he is Executive Producer
and he wrote the screenplay) and Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (he is
Associate Producer).

A week after his interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, he would be producing a
public service announcement with former
New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani for
the History Channel’s “Save Our History”
campaign.

But, first thing was first – moving his
Soho office, where he works on projects for
Focus Features and Miramax, toward the
downtown, and turning 41.

When he met with The Leader/The
Times last Wednesday, Jackman was glow-
ing with stories about a career which details
more accomplishments in his young four
decades than most can claim in 80 years.

“I like making order out of insanity,”
said Jackman. “Things are going well if I
can at least look one day ahead. But, if I find
myself having to be reactive instead, then
something is going wrong.”

“I’ve always wanted to be an actor,”
recalled Jackman, who was born in The
Bronx and raised in Boston. After gradu-
ating from the University of Pennsylvania
in Philadelphia as a Psychology major and
Computer Science Engineering minor,
he moved back to Beantown, waited for

his “big break” and found it once he was
hired as a production assistant.

“I got coffee for everyone,” he joked,
“I mean, no matter who you were, I got
the coffee for them.”

Next, he nabbed a job with Peter Yates,
working on The House on Caroll Street
(1988) as the production assistant and then
Suspect (1987) with Cher and Dennis Quaid
in the same capacity. Then, he was hired
back as the picture car coordinator for Mis-
sissippi Burning (1988).

Yet, while Jackman longed to produce

films, he was called upon
for his computer knowl-
edge as an assistant accoun-
tant at Woody Allen’s com-
pany, Untitled Productions.
A little over three years and
five of Allen’s movies under
his belt, Jackman produced
his first movie in 1994, Sex
& The Other Man with
Stanley Tucci. He also met
his wife, Lisa, at the same
time.

Realizing that most of the
film industry and work origi-
nates in L.A., Jackman
packed his bags for the West
Coast, a place which, he ad-
mitted, made him long for
the East Coast because “that’s
where the ocean is.” For 5
and ½ years, he worked for
Turner Pictures before it
merged with Time Warner.
All of the films he developed
still came out, including
Michael (1996) with John
Travolta, which he oversaw
as production executive.

Jackman admitted that,
while his next project did not gain as much
audience attention as it deserved, those who
have seen Just Looking (1999), a
coming-of-age story based in
1950s New York with Jason
Alexander, have showered the film
with accolades.

After serving as the film’s pro-
duction manager, Jackman fol-
lowed Alexander to FOX Tele-
vision to co-produce his sitcom,
“Bob Patterson.” While only 5
out of the 10 episodes aired, the
experience taught him some les-
sons about the differences be-
tween episodic television and
filmmaking.

Jackman’s résumé, which reads
like every film student’s fantasy
wish list, flourished when he
signed on as producer of a
“mockumentary” about young fe-
male figure skaters called On Edge
(2001). The piece, which reunited
Jackman with Alexander, also in-
cluded scenes with Tai Babilonia and Kristi
Yamaguchi.

Before his work as post-production su-
pervisor, line producer and provider of
additional photography for Gangs of New
York, Jackman encountered and appreci-
ated Oliver Stone’s style as a perfectionist
during his stint as post-production super-
visor for Any Given Sunday (1999) with
Al Pacino and Cameron Diaz.

“He was constantly challenging me as
a producer and made me think outside of
the box,” he recalled.

Jackman served as executive producer
for the original Agent Cody Banks (2003),
which follows the adventures of a teenage
CIA agent, played by Frankie Muniz, and
he filled the same role for the sequel, Agent
Cody Banks 2: Destination London, which
is due out tomorrow, March 12.

Exactly one week later, Jackman will
see the official release of his next film,
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind
with Jim Carrey and Kate Winslett, for
which he oversaw post-production edit-
ing, visual effects, sound and budget.

For that project, Jackman worked with
the film’s writer, Charlie Kaufman, who

penned Being John Malkovich, and the
film’s director Michel Gondry, who earned
accolades for his direction of the Lego-
inspired music video for The White Stripes’

“Fell in Love with a Girl.”
Gondry introduced him to the music

video business, providing tips for
Jackman’s first foray into the genre as
director of “The Polyphonic Spree’s”
video for Eternal Sunshine.

However, Jackman appears to glow the
most when discussing a film due out in
May, which had everybody buzzing at the
Sundance Film Festival, eventually earn-
ing the event’s “Best Documentary” honor.

In fact, Super Size Me: a film of epic
proportions has motivated McDonalds to
fade out its “super size” menu, although
Jackman said they deny any such associa-
tion.

To create Super Size Me, filmmaker
Morgan Spurlock spent one month eating
only McDonalds fare for three meals per
day, gaining nearly 30 pounds, a 65-point
cholesterol hike, and a liver that Spurlock’s
doctor said resembled one of an alcoholic –
all while maintaining the average exercise
regime.

As the film’s post-production super-
visor, Jackman followed Spurlock’s ad-
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Get Outta
The House
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The First Congregational Church
of Westfield, 125 Elmer Street, will
present Metropolitan Opera tenor
Ronald Naldi, known not only for the
beauty of his voice but also for the
refinement of the art of bel cantobel cantobel cantobel cantobel canto that
he brings to his performances. He will
be accompanied by Michel Prezman,
noted for his work as a pianist, com-
poser, arranger, and vocal coach. This
free, half-hour program will be held at
noon on Wednesday, March 10, as
part of the ongoing MMMMMid-Did-Did-Did-Did-Day May May May May Musi-usi-usi-usi-usi-
calescalescalescalescales series. A $5 soup and sandwich
luncheon will be available in the church
social hall following the concert.

* * * * * * *
New Jersey native Heather Mulvey

will present a special St. Patrick’s Day
concert on March 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Mountainside Public Library. A CelticA CelticA CelticA CelticA Celtic
MMMMMusic Jusic Jusic Jusic Jusic Journeyourneyourneyourneyourney will feature familiar
folk songs celebrating Ireland and Irish
heritage including “Danny Boy,” “Wild
Mountain Thyme” and “The Fields of
Athney.” An accomplished singer and
acoustic guitar player, Ms. Mulvey per-
forms music ranging from traditional
bluegrass to contemporary folk. It’s free
and refreshments will be served follow-
ing the program. To reserve a seat, call
(908) 233-0115 or visit the Library
during regular hours.

* * * * * * *
Budding playwrights, ages 13 and

up, are invited to a free workshop by
The Theatre Project at Union County
College in Cranford on Sunday, March
14, at 1 p.m. SSSSSpeaking up and peaking up and peaking up and peaking up and peaking up and WWWWWrit-rit-rit-rit-rit-
ing it Ding it Ding it Ding it Ding it Dooooown/Wwn/Wwn/Wwn/Wwn/Writing the Oriting the Oriting the Oriting the Oriting the One-Ane-Ane-Ane-Ane-Actctctctct
will be a dynamic experience in which
participants will be guided in the use
of conflict, character, and structure,
and the last 15 minutes will be re-
served for participants to read from
their scenes. It will be followed by
refreshments, and at 3 p.m., the New
Artist Showcase will present the 2nd2nd2nd2nd2nd
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual YYYYYoung Poung Poung Poung Poung Playwrightlaywrightlaywrightlaywrightlaywright’’’’’s Com-s Com-s Com-s Com-s Com-
petitionpetitionpetitionpetitionpetition awards. Call (908) 659-5189.

* * * * * * *
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ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert St St St St Series of Series of Series of Series of Series of Springpringpringpringpringfieldfieldfieldfieldfield will
present host rockin’ blues pianist
Bob Malone, with guests, keyboard
player and vocalist Kristy Jackson
and songwriter/guitarist Carla
Ulbrich, on Saturday, March 13, at
the Emanuel United Methodist
Church of Springfield, 40 Church
Mall. The concert will begin at 8
p.m., and admission is $12.

* * * * * * *
WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield’’’’’s os os os os own Qiaozwn Qiaozwn Qiaozwn Qiaozwn Qiaoze e e e e YYYYYangangangangang, the

16-year-old pianist who is the winner
of the 2004 Suburban Music Study
Club’s Scholarship Award, will per-
form on Sunday, March 14, at 2:30
p.m. at the Madison Library. Senator
Kean will present the $1,000 award to
“Kathy,” who will perform works by
Liszt, Scarlatti, Chopin, and Faure.
The library is located at 39 Keep
Street. For information call (973) 635-
1435. Suggested admission is $10.
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Focus Features/Universal Pictures
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — If one looks
closely at Westfield Art Association
(WAA) member Maxine King’s Sumi
ink drawings, one can al-
most sense a psychologi-
cal interaction between
the human figures.

A practicing artist with
almost 15 years experience,
King enjoys the “unforgiv-
ing” aspect of ink on paper.

“Ink drawing forces you
to make instantaneous de-
cisions,” King explained.
“If you make a serious mistake, you
may not be able to complete the work.”

While many artists like to draw with
pen, King prefers to use a brush and
black Chinese Sumi ink. Next, she adds
watercolor emphasis to enhance the psy-
chological tension between her figures.

King, who resides in Woodbridge,

holds a Master of Arts degree from
Rutgers University and a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Iowa. She also holds numerous credits
in creative arts at the doctoral level,
also from Rutgers.

Born in Adams, Mass., King took an
interest in art as a child. Her mother,
who had some training in drawing,
supported her efforts. King spent 30
years teaching art at the elementary

school level in New Jersey
and Massachusetts.

She has traveled to
France and Spain to visit
art museums exhibiting
expressionist painting.
Locally, her favorites are
The Museum of Modern
Art and The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, both of
which she visits often.

“I like to catch the important exhib-
its,” she said.

In addition to the WAA, King is a
member of the New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts (NJCVA) and the Somerset
Art Association (SAA), where for sev-
eral years she has monitored the life
drawing sessions at the SAA.

Twice, King has received
accolades and honors from
the NJCVA. In 2003, she
won an Honorable Mention
for “Apogee,” a Sumi ink and
watercolor of two female fig-
ures. In 2002, she earned the
Curtis Hillyer Memorial
Award for the painting, “Mod-
eling for Posterity.”

King’s art has also received
awards from the American Art-
ists’ Professional League, Art
Alliance, SAA and WAA. In
addition, she has had three
one-person shows.

This May and June, King will ex-
hibit at the Ocean County Artist’s
Guild in Island Heights.

For more information about King’s
upcoming exhibit, please call (732)
270-3111.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Artwork from vari-
ous Union County schools is being
showcased for Youth Art Month
(YAM), an annual observance each
March in the state of New Jersey to
emphasize the value of art education
for all children and to encourage sup-
port for quality school art programs.

Union County’s YAM exhibition
will be held at the Les Malamut Art
Gallery on Morris Avenue in Union

from Saturday, March 13, through
Wednesday, March 24. A reception is
also planned on Saturday, March 20,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for all partici-
pating artists, their families and friends,
and their art teachers.

Artwork from students in grades K
through 12 will be on display.

Visitors to the Les Malamut Art
Gallery will see a variety of media used
by the artists, such as pastels, acrylic
paints, and pencil. Three-dimensional
projects, drawings, paintings, prints,
and photographs will be exhibited to
showcase the county’s art programs.

Five Union County students, includ-
ing sixth grader Allison Ricardo of Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield, will
also exhibit their artwork at the state
YAM exhibit in Trenton.

Allison will be joined by fellow art-
ists Christine Jordan, a senior at Roselle
Park High School, Aleksandra Starzak,
a seventh grader at Roselle Park Middle
School, Melissa Pereira, a fourth grader
at Ernest J. Finizio, Jr. — Aldene
School in Roselle Park, and Ben
Carlick, a first grader at Hamilton
Terrace in Berkeley Heights.

The state YAM exhibit will open on
Monday, March 22, in the State House
Annex with a night reception at 6 p.m.

Other participating schools in
Union County include: Hamilton
Terrace, Mountain Park, Thomas P
Hughes, and Woodruff Elementary
Schools in Berkeley Heights; Deerfield
School in Mountainside; and Wilson
Elementary in Westfield; Winfield
School in Winfield Park.

FFFFFamiliar Namiliar Namiliar Namiliar Namiliar Note Sote Sote Sote Sote Strtrtrtrtruckuckuckuckuck
DDDDDuring Furing Furing Furing Furing Female emale emale emale emale VVVVVersionersionersionersionersion
OOOOOf f f f f WWWWWCP’CP’CP’CP’CP’s s s s s OOOOOdd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Couple

By SUSAN M.  DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M.  DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M.  DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M.  DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M.  DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — If lemon Pledge
is one of your favorite scents, you
might be a Felix Unger, or in the
Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) rendition, a Florence Unger
type of personality who will see him-
self or herself mirrored on the stage
of Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple.

The female version of the classic
will run weekends through Satur-
day, March 27.

This show is just one more pro-
duction in a string of hits that is the
reason WCP has been in business for
30 years. The showbiz slogan, “Let
us entertain you” must be WCP’s
unwritten policy.

As the old television show’s famil-
iar theme music comes up, the talk-
ative packed house of March 6 settles
down. If you think that men are

bigger slobs than women, one look
at Olive Madison’s apartment and
that myth might be shattered. The
set of the living room/dining room
area of Olive, played by Betty
Restaino is, to put it politely, a pigsty
where even a pig might turn up his
nose.

There is no familiar poker game
of the old show at the top of this
play, but a rousing game of Trivial
Pursuit. The opening weekend Sat-
urday night crowd was not afraid to
laugh, giggle, and guffaw at the
antics of the actors who deliver
Simon’s lines with great timing and
know-how.

The big news at their Friday night
game is delivered through a phone call
that friend Florence Unger is missing.
Her husband of 14 years has just
reported her AWOL after hurling a
bombshell that he wants a divorce.

Linda Correll perfectly underplays
the hilariously distraught gal in a red
Chanel suit, matching pumps, and
pearls. When she arrives, exposition
stops and the fun begins.

However, just before the door
opens for Florence to join the group,
the women agree to pretend to be
ignorant of the break up, and that
Florence has threatened to kill her-
self. Despite the clever banter among
Sylvie (Joyce Potter), Vera (Toni Lynn
Downy), Mickey (Maureen Bentley)
and Renee (Moira Quinn), their
plan backfires.

“Are you going to the bathroom?
Alone? By yourself?” asks Olive, who
thinks Florence will find a way to kill
herself in there. A Key Stone Cops
chase ensues with the ladies trying
to tackle the forlorn Florence.

After everyone calms down and
the other women leave, Olive in-
vites Florence to become roommates.
Out pops the quirkiness of Florence

— her making allergy-induced
“moose call” noises, and other an-
noying idiosyncrasies — that start
the tension to rise.

The scene with these two friends
juxtaposes their differences; Olive,
dressed in workman’s jeans, an
untucked blouse, and Reeboks is
the antithesis of Florence with her
Martha Stewart perfection of plati-
num, teased hair à la 1984, and
color-coordinated outfits. Restaino
and Correll are terrifically cast. The
pacing in this scene is especially
good, cemented by talented actors
who build on a firm foundation of
clever jokes.

After a short 40-minute Act I, the
audience goes out to sip a cool
drink while the stagehands trans-
form the apartment. In a supposed
two-week time lapse, Florence’s
touch, like that of Midas, has

changed the mood of the rooms
drastically with the addition of lace
curtains, tablecloth, tasteful art-
work, and a sense of order.

In Act II, the leads start to sound
like an old married couple as Flo’s
persnickety ways continue to grate
on Olive’s nerves. Olive has invited
the two “Spanish guys” from an
upstairs apartment to join them for
dinner.

When she herself is late for the
special night, the miffed Florence
grills her while wielding a lethal
gravy ladle. The audience laughs at
seeing people they recognize in those
characters, or maybe it’s seeing a
part of themselves arguing and bick-
ering with a spouse.

Jesus, played by Anthony Marotta
and Manolo, portrayed by David Neal,
have a ball playing two men who have
difficulty with the English language.
The fine directing of John Correll
(husband of Linda), and nice timing
with over the top characterization of
the men make them favorites with
the audience. Their facial contor-
tions, and ill-fitting clothes render
them comical without even saying
much. Add to those directorial and
acting choices vocal gymnastics, and
every one has a great time with these
“two wild and crazy guys.”

On the night I saw the show, the
last set change seemed interminable,
perhaps because the theater itself
became uncomfortably warm, or
because of the long costume change,
but that was the only minor de-
tracting note.

As the curtain call music, “Big
Girls Don’t Cry” blasts, the cast
comes out dancing and moving to
the tune. It sets the audience on its
way with a smile, having been able
to laugh at someone else’s domestic
tension for a change.


