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Golf Professional Discusses
Improving Putting Game

Spring is around the corner and all
golfers are anticipating a better golf-
ing season. The goal of taking a
player’s game to next level is always
in the minds of all golfers. A good
start to try to achieve this goal would
be to work on your putting. The short
game is the first aspect of your game
to leave and the last to come back
after a long lay off. Putting is the most
important part of the short game and
all professionals will admit that the
best putter will win the tournament.

First, let us talk about the set up.
Set up to the ball so you are com-
fortable but also, at the same time,
the set up should allow you to have
your eyes directly over the ball.
Stand so your ankles are positioned
under your shoulders. Now bend at
your waist so your hips move back
and your arms will hang naturally
from your shoulders.

Next, where should you place the
ball in relation to your stance? This
is easy. Place the putter in the middle
of your two feet and the ball will be
placed in front of the putter. – Notice
that the ball will be slightly forward

of center. This is easy to see and
repeat because you have placed the
putter in the middle of your stance.
You can practice your set up at home
in front of a mirror so you are ready
when you hit the practice green.

When you do get out to the practice
green, work on your distance control.
This is much more important than the
line of the putt. An easy way to prac-
tice your distance control is to hit
putts to the edge of the green. Make
the ball come to rest at the edge of the
green where it meets the fringe.

Another drill is to place a club
behind the hole about 18 inches. Hit
the putt and make sure you reach the
hole. If you miss, the ball should
come to rest behind the hole but it
should not hit the club.

Try both of these drills from all
different distances. After all this work
and preparation, your putting should
be in mid-season form.

Michael Kierner is the Head Teach-
ing Professional at Shackamaxon
Golf & Country Club. For more in-
formation about lessons, please call
(908) 233-3989.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon Golf Pro Michael Kierner

Open House Sunday, March 14, 1 - 4 p.m.

415 Lenox Avenue
Westfield

This beautifully landscaped, classic
victorian colonial is situated on popular
Lenox Avenue, a great family neighborhood.
A wonderful wraparound porch for relax-
ing and watching the world go by. The spa-
cious interior includes four bedrooms and
three full baths. A finished basement with
built-in entertainment center, gourmet eat-
in kitchen and two tiered deck. $829,900

Within walking distance to the Town of Westfield
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Classic Colonial
Scotch Plains  Dramatic architecture and open, flowing spaces await you
in this classic brick front Colonial.  Located on a quiet cul-de-sac of stately
homes, this 1990’s Colonial is within walking distance to the Elementary
& Middle Schools. This elegant 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath residence offers a
superb environment for entertaining or for intimate family gatherings.
Rather than compromise, make your dream a reality! The amenities are
too numerous to mention, so come & see them for yourself! This impec-
cable property is offered at:  $749,900

Don’t miss your opportunity to schedule a private appointment
Or visit my Website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures

Turn of the Century Elegance
Westfield   Currently used as a legal two-family, this 10 room Victorian
has the potential to be restored to its original splendor as a one family. The
property is strategically located just a stone’s throw to NYC Train, a vi-
brant downtown and scenic Mindowaskin Park. As a two family this prop-
erty offers two recently updated kitchens, gleaming hardwood floors, and
all separate utilities. As a restoration project, this vintage home boasts 9 ft
ceilings, many of the original tin ceilings, diamond paned windows and
other wonderful vintage details. Many possibilities, but just one chance to
buy! This enchanting home is being offered at $679,900.

Spectacular Scotch Plains Colonial

908-233-5555

2003 NJAR Circle of Excellence
Coldwell Banker President’s Club

Sales Associate

908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892908-301-2892 Direct

Irene Katz

email: irenekatz@aol.com
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

Spectacular 5 bedroom 4 1/2 bath Center Hall Colonial
located on a scenic cul de sac in one of Scotch Plains most
prestigious and desirable neighborhoods.  Totally remodeled
on over an acre of private property, this home is designed for
casual country living and features an open floor plan ideal for
both family comfort and entertaining guests.
The inviting, two story entrance hall leads to a large, sunken
living room; an elegant formal dining room; a dream kitchen
with center island and separate dining area.
The light filled great room with high ceilings and French
doors complete this extraordinary home. WSF 2978
Offered at $1,200,000.

but he’s a good ball player.”
A dismal and sloppy performance

by the Blue Devils in the opening
quarter allowed Elizabeth to build a,
13-8, advantage. Blackmon sank four
points, Bryant made a spin around
lay-up and Cocozziello added two.

The Blue Devils scored the first
four points of the second quarter on
buckets by Cocozziello and Power to
close within one, 13-12, but the Min-
utemen countered with a 10-point
run. Power drilled back-to-back buck-
ets, including a swish from down
town. Bryant hit an easy lay-up to cut
the deficit to three. Unfortunately,
sloppy play and turnovers leading to
easy baskets carried the Minutemen
to a 33-19 lead at the half.

Westfield picked up the tempo in
the third quarter and bounced back
with a persistent and aggressive, 14-
point attack led by Hayes’ two steals
and six points. Cocozziello’s con-
tributed with five, including a swish
from 3-point range while Korfmacher
scored three. The Minutemen, how-
ever, also put in 14 points.

Westfield resorted to an inside
game in the final quarter. Blackmon
penetrated for six points and
Cocozziello cut the deficit to nine
with a 3-point play, but the margin
was too wide to close.

“It was tough to end it like this
because we could of played better,
but I guess we gave it our all and

that’s all you can ask for,” said
Blackmon who is heading to the
University of Hartford. “They came
out ready to play and were more
aggressive and hungry than we were.
We had the best record since 1977
and I guess we accomplished a lot.
For the future, I wish them good luck
and I hope they’ll continue the
Westfield tradition.”

Commenting on the seniors,
Cocozziello, Korfmacher, Blackmon
and Bryant, Everly said, “They’re
great kids. A lot of them have been
with me since they were sophomores
and they were part of the team that
went 16-9 a couple of years ago. They
wanted the same thing this year. They
worked hard at it, they put the time in
and they wanted it bad. We went, 16-
8. One more win or one less loss
would have brought them that. Hope-
fully, a lot of the young kids who were
here saw that and will continue doing
what these fellows did.”

Cocozziello, perhaps one of the
finest young men to wear a Westfield
basketball uniform said, “I had a great
career, I didn’t crack a 1,000 and I
didn’t break any records. My sopho-
more year, I learned from Dan DiSario
and I just carried that on and I wanted
to hand that over to the younger guys
next year. It was great, it was fun and
I’m going to miss the camaraderie.”
Westfield   8 11 14 17 50
Elizabeth 13 20 14 13 60

Minutemen Strike Early, Top
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 60-50
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SPF Raider Hoop Girls Crack
Oak Knoll for UC JV Crown
The Lady Raiders girl’s JV bas-

ketball team completed its most suc-
cessful season ever by winning the
Union County JV Tournament on
February 26 at the Dunn Center in
Elizabeth, beating Oak Knoll, 52-
41. It was the 15-1 Raiders’ very
first trip to the finals.

The Raiders jumped to an early
lead but still trailed 11-10 after one
quarter. The Raiders rolled with a
15-6 run in the second quarter to take
a 25-17 halftime lead. They increased
their lead to 16 in the fourth before
Oak Knoll made a late run.

Sophomore point-guard Loni
Kaye finished with a game-high 18
points. Freshmen forward Lauren
Mains was a force on the boards and
scored 14 points. Sophomore Lauren
Benovengo came up with key de-
fensive plays and rebounds and
scored 10 points. Freshmen Allie
Hambleton was a constant nuisance
on defense, deflecting passes and
running the break, while chipping
in nine points. Despite early foul
trouble, freshmen Tiffany Smith

came up big when needed and scored
four points.

Freshmen Hailey Mroczek and
Casey Makely pitched in with valu-
able minutes off the bench when
Smith and Benovengo got in foul
trouble. Reserves Catherine Jahn
and Liz Halpin added floor time and
helping their teammates with their
spirit. Freshmen Allie Zazzalli and
junior Megan Makely played for the
Varsity. Junior Christine DeLuca
was on the mend from a recent ill-
ness. Freshmen Colleen LaForge,
recovering from knee surgery, be-
came the team’s scorekeeper.

Coach Bruce Davis said the key
was the team’s effort and heart. “This
team plays hard, from the tip off to
the buzzer!” he said. “They’re in
your face, scrapping and diving and
generally making life miserable for
the other team. We play up-tempo
pressure defense and run the floor.
It’s exciting basketball.” He also
added, “They’re a great bunch of
kids. I couldn’t be more proud of
them and what they’ve accom-
plished.”

Oak Knoll was led by Allie
Hubschmann with 13 points, Darcy
Newell with 10 and Carla Garguilo
with eight.

St. Helen’s 7/8 Girls Capture
Metuchen CYO Hoop Crown

The St. Helen’s 7/8-grade girls
basketball team improved its record
to 30-1 by capturing the Metuchen
CYO championship on March 6. St.
Helen’s, the Middlesex County
champs, defeated St. Ann’s of
Raritan, the Somerset County
champs, to win the overall champi-
onship.

Erin Miller and Gabrielle O’Leary
led St. Helen’s with 15 points each
and shared the game MVP award.
Stephanie Slodyzcka had eight
points and 10 rebounds. Diana
Venizia put in seven points and
pulled down six rebounds. Rose
Driscoll had four points and eight
assists. Alli MacDonald had three
points and 10 rebounds. Claire
Bennett netted three points and 16
rebounds. Danielle Infantino had
three points and five steals to round
out the scoring.

On March 7, St. Helen’s captured
the Union County CYO regular-sea-
son championship, finishing with a
perfect 12-0 mark. Miller led the
way with 22 points. O’Leary buck-
eted 12, Bennett sank 10 and
MacDonald scored seven, while
Infantino and Slodyzcka had four
points each. Driscoll had nine as-
sists and three steals.

UC Rugby Club Set to Kick Off
High School Inaugural Season
COUNTY – The Union County

Rugby Football Club Mudturtles will
begin its high school program, kick-
ing off its inaugural season, on March
20 with a home game against
Doylestown Colts Rugby from Penn-
sylvania. The team is comprised of 30
high school age players from
Middlesex and Union Counties.

This team has been practicing, since
January, braving the cold and learn-
ing the fundamentals of the game. The
players have been taught proper ball
handling, tackling, passing and game
rules. Emphasis is also being placed
on sportsmanship, teamwork, safety
and dedication, all aspects of the sport
of rugby. By building on those ingre-
dients, the Mudturtles believe they
can field a competitive team and will
have a successful season.

The coaches are Chris Clark, Lex

Maccubbin and Simon Hooks who
each bring a wealth of rugby knowl-
edge and experience. Coach Hooks is
a seasoned rugby player from En-
gland

Mudturtle High School Rugby was
established to introduce the game to a
new generation and to strengthen the
men’s squad by building a farm sys-
tem. Mudturtle Rugby has the infra-
structure in place that will allow the
players to continue to participate in
the sport with the men’s squad. The
program is open to all high school
boys aged 18 and younger.

Mudturtle Rugby also runs a men’s
team and a youth flag rugby program.
For more information, please call Chris
Clark, Recruitment Director, at (201)
213-1952, e-mail at
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
www.mudturtlerugby.com.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REGION 3 COACH OF THE YEAR…Raider Head Coach John Scholz, left,
receives the Region 3 Coach of the Year award from Raider Assistant Coach
Ken Hernandez.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING:
Open Agenda Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:
April 8, 2004

REASON FOR NOTICE:
MEETING CANCELLED

1 T - 3/11/04, The Times Fee: $14.28

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NJ Sport Pics (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GLIDING THROUGH THE WATER AT THE MOC…Union Catholic Viking
Erin O’Connor glides through the water at the Meet of Champions at the
Gloucester Institute of Technology in Deptford on March 7.


