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Raiders Derek Francavilla, Steve Mineo Claim Crowns,
Tomasso Gets 3rd at Region 3 Wrestling Championships

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WESTFIELD                  $764,900

Fabulous 4 year old Center Hall Colonial.  Incredibly spacious with French doors to living
room with full wall of built-in custom bookcases.  Formal dining room, entertainment sized
family room with brick wood burning fireplace off oversized eat-in-kitchen.  Generous bed-
rooms include master with custom bath, walk in closets.  Hardwood floors throughout, 2nd fl.
laundry.  Great location, close to town, transportation & schools. (052009328)

WESTFIELD                  $769,500
Spacious five bedroom, four 1/2 bath, recently renovated.  Living room, formal dining room,
gourmet kitchen, family room, den, finished basement.  Wood burning fireplace, three car
garage.  Professionally landscaped property.  Close to town, train and schools. (052009119)

WESTFIELD                    $949,900

Classic 5 bedroom Colonial with traditional charm.  Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan,
gourmet custom kitchen, 3 1/2 baths, family room with 3 walls of windows, formal dining
room opens on to  35 x 30 slate patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town, schools
and transportation. (052009349)

Dutch Colonial Beautiful Center Hall Colonial in Westfield

Dutch Colonial WESTFIELD                  $769,000
New five bedroom stone front Colonial perfectly nestled on a quiet street.  Many upgrades included -
mahogany front porch, hardwood floors on 1st and 2nd floors, large eat-in-kitchen with granite countertops,

maple cabinets and separate eating area, with slider to yard, opens onto family room with woodburning

fireplace.  Second floor includes Master with tray ceiling in bedroom and master bath, 4 additional
bedrooms and second floor laundry.  Convenient to town, schools and transportation. (052008735)

Stone Front Colonial

the trigger more and went after the
guys,” said Francavilla.

After literally knocking himself
out with a miscalculated move in a
154-lb quarterfinal loss to Hanover
Park’s (HP) McPaul Ogbonna, Blue
Devil senior Lee Tomasso defeated
Mark Czarny of Seton Hall Prep
(SHP) then wrestled the two smartest
bouts of his career to finish third.

After his bout with Czarny, he
said, “I hit my head yesterday and
had to go to the hospital, but I’m
happy with that win. It’s tough to
bounce back but my coaches have
been keeping my head in the match.”

Tomasso bounced top-seeded Guy
Severini (SoP) out of the tournament
with a 3-1 decision, scoring a
takedown in the final 12 seconds for
the win. With the same determina-
tion, he then got sweet revenge on
Boonton’s (Bo) Matt Rathbun, who
defeated him in last year’s
wrestlebacks, by scoring a takedown
and two two-point nearfalls to claim
a 6-2, decision and third place.

“I’m starting to wrestle smart
matches rather than just relying on
my athletic ability. My coaches have
been awesome. Everything they told
me to do worked,” said Tomasso.

Unexpected misfortune befell Blue
Devil Rob Mench. After defeating a
very tough Jack McNeil of Parsippany
Hills (PH) in the quarterfinals, he
defeated Johnson’s (J) Anthony
Priore, 7-6, to advance to the finals

and, seemingly insuring a trip to AC.
Thirty minutes later, after an appeal,
Mench was ruled loser by disqualifi-
cation due to a locking hands penalty
coupled with stalling penalty points
that warrant automatic disqualifica-
tion. After being tossed back into the
wrestlebacks, he won his first bout,
8-3, but lost his bid for AC when he
dropped a 5-3 decision McNeil.

Raider junior Steve Mineo won his
second straight Region 3 crown by
blanking HP’s Joe Troise, 5-0, in the
132-lb finals. Last year, he pinned
Troise in the 121-lb finals. Mineo
pinned Anthony Crecca of Cranford
(C) in 56 seconds then advanced to
the finals with a 4-1 decision over
Shane Riccio (WH) but not without
some difficulty from the bottom po-
sition. In the finals, he scored a first-
period takedown, a bear hug
takedown in the second period and a
late escape in the third.

Taking his second trip to AC, Mineo
said, “I know the environment. I feel
comfortable. Last year, I went down
to make an impression. This year, the
difference is I’m going down believ-
ing that I can win it.”

Raider senior Eric Connolly,
seeded second at 142-lbs began his
march toward the finals with a 6-4
decision over Omar Carter of
Plainfield (P) and a 2-1 decision in
the semis over Pete DeAndrea (SoP).

Rarely happy with his perfor-
mance, Connolly commented, “I had

a lot of confidence going into the
match. I thought I could have wrestled
better on my feet. I guess it was a
good win but sloppy.”

In the finals, Connolly, trailing 1-
0 in the second period, was taken to
the mat by Jack Decker (SHP) who
claimed a 3-0 victory.

“I was wrestling a lot of defense. I
should have taken more shots,” ex-
plained Connolly. “But I’m going to
Atlantic City.”

Raider senior Andrew Silber earned
his second tip to AC by placing third
at 173-lbs. With three of the top-
eight 173-pounders in the state in his
region, including himself, Silber ad-
vanced to the semis with a 12-6
decision but was edged, 4-2, when
Mike Whalen of Parsippany (Par) –
the eventual winner – reversed him
with 10 seconds remaining. In the
wrestlebacks, Silber decked Union’s
(U) Jesse VonLinden in 1:32 then
grabbed third with a 7-3 decision
over Mark Kearsing of Watchung
Hills (WH).

“I had a slow start against Whalen.
I didn’t feel confident in my stuff. I
don’t know why. After my loss, I
refocused myself. There was no way
I wasn’t going to Atlantic City. I put
too much pressure on myself to win
here. I’m going to go out there free.
All the pressure is off,” said Silber.

Blue Devil Tom DelDuca made it
to the 147-lb semis with a 9-5 deci-
sion over Brearley’s Joe Rodriguez
then, although wrestling well, was
defeated, 6-3, by top-seeded Alex
Caruso (WH) and edged, 3-2, by
Paul Richey (SoP) in the wrestleback.

Raider freshman Pat Mineo ad-
vanced to the 137-lb semis by defeat-
ing Chris Taglia (C), 10-5 (real score),
dropped a 7-3, overtime decision to
Ryan Pincus (Madison – Md) before
being caught in a spladle in 3:05 by
Steve Hompesch (Middlesex – Mx)
in the wrestleback.

Raider heavyweight Andrew
Loomis made quick work of Steve
Reif (WH) with a 36-second fall, fell
to Mike D’Amico (SHP) in the quar-
ters and decisioned Vladimir Cesar
(Columbia – Co), 4-2, before being
stopped by Chris Johnson (Par).

At 114-lbs, Blue Devil Sam
Kramer pinned Kevin Fredison (NPr)
in 44 seconds before losing his bid to
AC and 121-lb Raider Ronnie Ferrara
settled C.J. Engleberger of Whippany
Park in 1:31 before being eliminated.
Raiders Charlie Bachi (191-lbs) and

Yoav Nudell (162-lbs) were stopped
in the wrestlebacks. Blue Devils
Andrew Shaffer (162-lbs) and Colin
Willard (173-lbs) along with Raider
A.J. Watson (147-lbs) were elimi-
nated in the preliminaries.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
103: — Jim Conroy (SoP) p. Priore (J),
1:33
112: — Mike Grey (Delbarton) tf. Ryan
Wilson (Ra), 17-2, 4:25
119: — Darrion Caldwell (Ra) p. Ross
Baldwin (NPr), 2:55
125: — Francavilla (SPF) d. McCray (Ra),
9-3
130: — S. Mineo (SPF) d. Troise (HP), 5-0
135: — Zach Tanelli (Millburn) tf. Pincus
(Md), 24-7, 4:34
140: — Decker (SHP) d. Connolly (SPF),
3-0
145: — Caruso (WH) d. Mike Torsiello
(HP), 5-0
152: — Pat Hogan (C) d. Ogbonna (HP), 6-0
160: — Mike Gatti (WH) p. Angelo Dileo
(SHP), 3:16
171: — Whalen (Par) d. Jon Latona (Bo), 8-3
189: — Shane Mallory (NPr) d. Dave
Nichols (HP), 9-0
215: — Bill Beiermeister (Bo) d. Steve
Carbone (C), 8-3
Hwt: — Ryan Elliot (SoP) d. D’Amico
(SHP), 3-0

THIRD PLACE:
103: — McNeil (PH) d. Mench (W), 5-3
112: — Greg Schvey (Millburn) p. Bill
Asnault (SoP), 5:50
119: — Dario Marcelli (HP) d. Ton Duffy
(U), 4-3
125: — Paul Galipeau (PH) p. Reedy
(NPr), 4:22
130: — Riccio (WH) d. Pete Jacangelo
(U), 5-3
135: — Hopesch (Mx) d. Nick Dimeo
(HP), 1-0
140: — Seth Podhoretz (Millburn) d.
DeAndrea (SoP), 5-3
145: — Richey (SoP) d. Chuck Mueller
(U), 4-3
152: — Tomasso (W) d. Rathbun (Bo), 6-2
160: — Zaki Johnson (Irvington) d.
Savino Figliuolo (HP), 7-3
171: — Silber (SPF) d. Kearsing (WH), 7-3
189: — Bill Colgan (Delbarton) d. An-
thony Greene (Col), 11-8
215: — Nico Somers (Md) d. Andre
Neblett (Ra), 11-10
Hwt: — Johnson (Bo) d. Ronell Orr (Lin-
den), 5-3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE…Raider Steve Mineo, top right, blanked Joe
Troise of Hanover Park, 5-0, to claim the 132-lb crown. Raider Eric Connolly,
center left, considers how to spin behind Jack Decker of Seton Hall Prep in the
142-lb final. Blue Devil Rob Mench, lower right, shoots a double leg takedown
on Jack McNeil of Parsippany Hills in the 105-lb quarterfinals. See Region 3
Wrestling Coach of the Year recipient on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF TOP DOGS…Raider Andrew Silber, top, works on Parsippany’s
Mike Whalen in the 173-lb semifinals.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


