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Lack of Handicapped Accessibility at Coles School
Angers Resident; District Earns More State Aid
By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains resident John Feely
confronted the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education on
Thursday night about the lack of
handicapped accessibility at Coles
Elementary School.

During the first public comment
portion of the regular public meet-
ing, Mr. Feely addressed the board
about the insufficient sidewalk and
curb access for his son’s wheelchair.

“The (SP-F school district’s) mis-
sion says ‘every student,’ but I am
beginning to wonder about handicap
and special needs children,” he said.

Mr. Feely said he felt that the
board was ignoring his inquiries since
he has expressed his concern to the
board for the past year.

“I am risking my son to extreme
danger,” said Mr. Feely, who escorts
his son from their home on Aberdeen
Road to Coles School on Kevin Road.

Mr. Feely said most days when
there is no snow on the ground there
is little problem pushing the wheel-
chair to the school door, but in bad
weather it is more of an issue, not
withstanding the everyday danger he
faces with cars pulling up to the
school to drop children off.

Mr. Feely also said that unlike

other schools in the district, Coles
did not have an easily accessible “cut
out” for him to push the wheelchair
onto school property. He said that he
has contacted the district and admin-
istrators about this problem, but has
been continually ignored.

“I am angered at the indifference
of this body,” he told the board.

Board members apologized for
having “dropped the ball” on this

important issue and promised to have
a solution as soon as possible.

In other matters, Business Admin-
istrator Anthony Del Sordi announced
that the school district will receive
an additional $120,000 in state fund-
ing for the 2004-2005 school year.

The district will also have an op-
portunity to receive even more com-
pensation through rewards programs.
Superintendent Dr. Carol Choye plans

to prepare applications for funding
for the district’s after-school pro-
gram and pre-school program.

The outcome of the applications
will not be known, however, until
after the board adopts the budget, but
it should be before the public hearing
at the end of March.

Since the complaints at the last
board meeting about the condition of

Court Dismisses
Discrimination
Lawsuit in SP

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A superior court judge last
week dismissed a reverse racial
discrimination lawsuit filed by
four Scotch Plains police offic-
ers against the township police
department, its current police
chief and his predecessor.

Judge Edward Beglin, Jr., who
recently retired from the bench
but was recalled to complete the
disposition of the suit, dismissed
the lawsuit on February 24. He
said that the four officers, all of
whom are white, had failed to
prove that they had been dis-
criminated against by Police
Chief Marshall Nelson, an Afri-
can-American, and former Chief
Thomas O’Brien and failed to
show any adverse effects on their
employment in the aftermath of
being reprimanded.

The officers – Kevin
Lonergan, Brian Cheney, Mat-
thew Fugett and Brian Garbinski
– filed the lawsuit in August
2000, four months after an April
2, 2000 motor vehicle stop on
Martin Avenue in Fanwood of a
car occupied by four African-
American men.

The officers claimed that Chief
Nelson, then a Captain, improp-
erly reprimanded them for their
performance on the night of the
incident, saying excessive force
had been used, and had made
racially-biased comments on the
manner in which they handled
the stop of the vehicle.

The officers’ lawsuit also

Freeholders Detail Deer, Geese Management
Plans; Land Purchased for Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders announced two sepa-
rate plans relating to wildlife control
in county parks.

The first plan calls for a new deer
management program, while the sec-
ond calls for the county to revisit the
controversial program regarding
geese control. It is this second pro-
gram that has sparked renewed con-
sternation for some county residents.

In a press release, the board de-
tailed how they will attempt to con-

trol the overabundance of deer in the
Watchung Reservation. The county
has hired 12 marksmen, who previ-
ously participated in the last deer
management program. Those hunters
would have completed the program
by March 3, and the end result would
be the delivery of venison to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey for
their distribution to needy people.

The board also plans to address the
once-again growing geese popula-
tion at county parks. Last year, the
county initiated a controversial
“geese gassing” program, which was

aimed at reducing the amount of
Canadian geese residing in the parks.
The plan drew the ire of many local
residents.

Not much has changed in a year, as
the freeholders once again came un-
der fire at the February 26 regular
meeting for their latest plans involv-
ing the geese.

Clark resident Carol Collins told
the board that she had contacted the
Somerset Patriots, a minor league
baseball team based in Bridgewater.
The team’s facility has experienced
similar problems with geese, but they
use “corrugated plastic outlines of
dogs” to ward off the geese.

Ms. Collins added that the county
should utilize S.L.A.P. workers to
construct the dog outlines, stating
that, “this would be an alternative to
having these geese gassed.”

Kerry Blanchard of Rahway was
outraged that the Freeholders were
once again revisiting this program.
She added that Morris County “ha-
rassed” the geese to get them to leave,
and that dogs were the most common
animals used in the harassment.

“Dog harassment is extremely ef-
fective. It has been used for years,
and it is a proven method of control,”
explained Ms. Blanchard.

She also distributed fliers to all
members of the public. According to
the copy obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the flier called
for a demonstration before the Thurs-
day, March 11, freeholder meeting.

“They (geese) have many admi-
rable traits similar to human beings,
and we are killing them for being
social beings because they find our

parks as attractive as we do,” opined
Ms. Blanchard.

County Manager George Devanney
detailed ongoing studies to figure
how best to control the population,
and reported that the county has de-
veloped a solution that would benefit
multiple parties. He also explained
that the geese would not simply be
disposed of as people may think.

According to Mr. Devanney, the
geese will go to a poultry processing
plant, with the meat eventually distrib-
uted to the homeless shelters. He fur-
ther added that the egg-addling pro-
gram which began last year would
continue.

Mr. Devanney felt that the geese have
once again become a huge problem in
Union County and that population con-
trol is the only viable alternative.

“Our parks are grossly overpopu-
lated with geese. This is no longer a
migratory bird. They come here, they
live, they breathe, and they destroy
the parks. Recently, we found out that
geese can be carriers of the bird flu.
What we’re doing is trying to improve
our parks and trying to do it in a more
humane way,” he commented.

In other county news, there was an
important announcement regarding the
juvenile detention center. After much
delay, the county will finally purchase
a piece of property to construct a new
center to house minors. The cost of the
property is approximately $4 million.

The property is located at 1075
Edward Street in Linden, and the
county hopes to begin construction
by the end of the year. When the
project is complete, the new facility

Porter, Nowlin, Dolan
To Run Unopposed
For SP-F School Bd.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Lance Porter and Craig Nowlin
will run unopposed for the two Scotch
Plains Board of Education Seats. Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor from Fanwood
will not be seeking re-election, and
Seamus Dolan will run unopposed
for the Fanwood seat.

Mr. Porter is himself a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He and his wife, Sharynn, have two
children.

This will be Mr. Porter’s third term
on the board.

Mr. Nowlin and his wife Joanne
have been residents of Scotch Plains
for over 10-years. Mr. Nowlin was
first elected to the board in 2001.

Previous to serving on the board
Mr. Nowlin was active in the Parent
Teacher Association (PTA).

Mr. Dolan has been a Fanwood
resident for nine years. He and his
wife Elizabeth have two daughters.

A stay at home dad, Mr. Dolan
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Economics from Rutgers University.
He was previously employed by
Mobil Oil for eight years where he
oversaw 150 employees and worked
on budgets and pricing. He feels that
his experience in the corporate field
qualifies him to help with the school
board’s large budget.

“I think I can make an improve-
ment,” Mr. Dolan said.

SID to Present
Final Report

To SP Council
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

After six months of meet-
ings, the Special Improvement
District (SID) steering commit-
tee voted on Tuesday night to
approve its final report and for-
ward it to the Scotch Plains
Township Council for review
and, hopefully, eventual enact-
ment of an ordinance formally
establishing a SID in the down-
town business district.

Later that same evening, the
council agreed to include a
$10,000 appropriation in the
2004 municipal budget as a
contribution toward the SID’s
first-year operating budget.

At its 21st meeting since its
formation last summer, the com-
mittee voted unanimously, with
one abstention, to approve its
24-page report containing a sum-
mation of its recommendations
on the SID’s purposes, goals,
borders and levels of assessment
on commercial properties.

The group also approved the
composition of a 15-member
board of directors, one that will
be chosen so that all neighbor-
hoods and types of properties
within the SID are adequately
represented.

It is expected that the council
will have a copy of the final
report by mid-month so council
members can discuss the details
before moving forward with the
introduction of the appropriate
ordinance creating the SID.

Calling the votes on Tuesday
evening “a hard-won agree-
ment,” Seth Grossman, the con-
sultant hired by the township to
help guide the steering com-
mittee through its deliberations,
said the 10-member group had
“taken a bold move to bring
back the lobbying power and
organizational power of the
business community.”

Steve Goldberg, the President
of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association who
chaired the steering committee,
said he was “proud we all came
together as a team,” despite “10
very different personalities com-
ing from different directions.”

Except for a few minor
changes, the final report is what
was presented to the business
community at a meeting two
weeks ago at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

The SID would be managed
by a nonprofit corporation that
would hire a professional man-
ager at a proposed salary of about
$50,000, which would make up
the bulk of the initial year’s
$78,350 budget. The SID would
be involved, at the outset, pri-
marily in promoting downtown
Scotch Plains, with $10,000 of
the budget earmarked for this
purpose, as well as business re-
cruitment and retention. Another
$12,000 of the initial budget
would be spent hiring someone
to seek out and apply for state,
county and federal grants.

The budget will be funded
via a six-tiered flat rate for-
mula, in which properties val-
ued up to $100,000 would pay
an annual fee of $250; proper-
ties between $101,000 and

SP-F BOE Budget Totals $60
Million; 7.7 Percent Increase

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed final aspects of
the 2004-2005 budget on Tuesday night
in order to be able to adopt the tentative
budget on Tuesday, March 9.

The budget total currently sits at
$60,021,717, a 7.7 percent increase
from last year’s budget. Human Re-
source Director Randall Kanter
spoke about spending for salaries
and benefits where most of the bud-
get is allocated. “The school budget
equals the people,” Mr. Kanter said,
“Money goes to the people who
work for the district.”

Sixty-four percent of the budget is
estimated for salaries for teachers,
coaches, non-instructional staff and
administrators. Another 16 percent
is designated for benefits including
health insurance (which saw 20 per-
cent increases from last year), social
security payments and pension de-
posits.

As for the money budgeted for
salaries, approximately $38 mil-
lion, 73 percent is for teachers
alone. “Most of the money goes
into the classroom...you can see
where our priorities are,” Mr. Kanter
said.

The district has approximately 700
salaried employees. The 2004-2005
budget is allowing for seven new
teachers which will probably be
needed in McGinn Elementary,

Terrill Middle School and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, ac-
cording to Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi, who also antici-
pates an increase of at least 100 new
students next year throughout the
district, which currently contains
5,007 students.

With more students in the dis-
trict, adding teachers maintains the
average class sizes of less than 25
students per kindergarten through
third grade class; 23 to 26 students
per fourth and fifth grade class; and
25 to 30 kids in sixth through
twelfth grade.

The board also examined the al-
location of substitute teachers in
the district, which is a subject that
has risen at recent meetings.
Roughly $400,000 is allotted for
substitutes, which is less than 1
percent of the budgeted salaries;
each school year needs about 1,600
“man-days.”

At an initial glance some board
members felt this was an area to
try to narrow even more, but after
closer examination, Mr. Kanter
estimated that this allowed ap-
proximately two and half sick or
personal days per teacher in the
district. Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye attested to the successful
utilization of substitute teachers
in the classroom.

The administration recently cut
$697,759 in order to bring the budget

to its current standing. Areas such as
computer leases, modifications on
salaries, reduction of additional staff
and maintenance supplies were cut
back.

But as board member Edward
Saridaki pointed out, “The micro
details aren’t worth it at this point...we
vote on the tax levy,” he said.

The total dollar amount is a set
number which the community will
vote on, but the board can later make
decisions to distribute money where
it is most needed.

The administrators graphed the
allocation of budget increases and
after factoring in elements that the
board has little control over such as
mandated salary increases, benefits,
out-of-district tuition and transpor-
tation, board members figured that
they had control over 4 percent of
budget increases which had to cover
all other areas including textbooks,
curriculum development and sup-
plies.

The district recently received an
additional $120,000 from the state of
New Jersey.

As for tax increases, the district
has yet to receive information
about “extraordinary aid” that
could affect, and hopefully lower,
the tax rate, said Mr. Del Sordi.
This information is not expected
to be received until after the board
adopts the budget, but before the
public hearing on Tuesday, March
30.

The board will tentatively adopt
the 2004-2005 budget at the Open
Agenda Meeting on Tuesday, March
9 at 7:30 p.m.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
DEMOCRATS UNITE...Local Democrats came together last Thursday night to
honor new Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from right. Pictured from left
to right are: Westfield Democrat Chairman Kenneth Rotter, Joan Wheeler,
Michael LaPola, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor Mahr and Dan Zucker.

Brooks Crandall  for The Times
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS...Fanwood residents departed for Atlantic City on Saturday sponsored by the
Policeman’s Benevolence Association, as a fundraiser for Fanwood resident Robert Cleary who suffers from
adrenoleukodystrophy, a life threatening genetic disease.
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FW Fire Company
Seeks Donations
For Local Family

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Fire Company is seeking dona-
tions for a family with a three-
year-old daughter who lost their
home and all of their possessions
to fire. Donations can be sent to the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company
at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, in care of “Fire.”

Anyone wishing to make a per-
sonal donation to the family can
deliver it to the firehouse between
9 a.m. and 12 p.m. or 4 and 8 p.m.
on Thursday or Friday, March 4
and 5.

The fire company asks that
Fanwood residents show each other
the true meaning of a small town
community by helping fellow resi-
dents.

For more information contact
the Fanwood Fire Company at
(908) 322-7020 or Marc Donnadio
at (908) 322-4235.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Janice Lorenc, 23, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly identifying her-
self as someone else following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. Police said Lorenc was driv-
ing with a suspended license. She was
released after being issued summones.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• A Kimball Avenue resident reported

that his motor vehicle sustained numer-
ous scratches and dents to its entire left
side while parked outside his residence.

• A Twin Oaks Terrace resident re-
ported the unauthorized use of her VISA
debit card, on which several illegal trans-
actions were charged to her account in
Mexico.

• Debra Dowling, 46, of Westfield
was charged with one count of shoplift-
ing $794.94 worth of clothing from a
North Avenue store. She was released on
her own recognizance.

• Keith Tasnady, 45, of Clark was
arrested on charges of disorderly con-
duct, driving while intoxicated and re-
fusal to take a breathalyzer test in the
300 block of Windsor Avenue. He was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

• Police arrested Sharon Feggans, 28,
of Piscataway and Charles Feggans, 65,
of Elizabeth on charges of theft by de-
ception and forgery in connection with
the theft of checks from a business on
Springfield Avenue. Both were also
wanted on multiple contempt of court
warrants from area towns.

Sharon Feggans was released after
posting $392 bail, while Charles Feggans
was being held in lieu of $2,500 bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• A West Broad Street resident re-

ported that landscaping equipment was
stolen from a trailer parked on East
South Avenue.

• The Westfield Board of Education
reported the theft of a hydraulic snow-
plow hoist from one of its trucks at the
board’s Elm Street building.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• A Nokia cellular telephone was re-

ported stolen from an unlocked truck in
the 700 block of West Broad Street.

• A Rahway Avenue resident reported
the theft of $1,300 worth of jewelry from
the bedroom of her residence.

• A cappuccino machine was reported
stolen during a burglary at a Springfield
Avenue residence.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• Michael Rietzke, 23, of Cranford

was arrested on Raritan Road in Clark
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He also was subsequently charged
with refusal to take a breathalyzer test.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance to a responsible party.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

claimed that, despite then-Chief O’Brien
being made aware of then-Captain
Nelson’s unprofessional conduct, no
measures were taken against Captain
Nelson, who was promoted to Police
Chief two years ago and filed a countersuit
against the officers in early 2001.

In a 20-page decision, Judge Beglin,
who served as Union County Assignment
Judge prior to his retirement in January,
said “nothing has been offered to suggest
either supervision or discipline has been
meted out in other than a racially even-
handed fashion with the department over
the years,” despite Mr. Lonergan’s claim
that Captain Nelson had reprimanded him
prior to the April 2000 incident for two
other instances of vehicle stops involving
African-Americans.

Judge Beglin also stated that the of-
ficers’ claims of negative effects on
their employment in the wake of their
verbal reprimand by Captain Nelson
was not supportable because the evi-
dence “does not show they suffered any
adverse employment action, nor that
they were treated differently than simi-
larly situated black officers or that any
of the alleged employment actions were
retaliatory in nature.”

The judge added, “Reprimands, even
when written, do not constitute adverse
employment action unless they produce

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Superior Court Judge Dismisses
Discrimination Lawsuit in SP

some material changes in the terms and
conditions of employment.”

Reviewing the employment histories
of the four officers, all of whom remain
with the police department, Judge Beglin
could find no instance where their em-
ployment had been adversely affected.

The four officers also claimed emo-
tional and psychological distress in the
aftermath of Nelson’s reprimand, but
Judge Beglin said any stresses that may
have been evident did not raise a severe
or disabling standard.

Township officials were grateful that
the lawsuit had been dismissed. Town-
ship Attorney Douglas Hansen told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he was
“delighted the town has been vindi-
cated. Hopefully, this closes this matter
and we can now move on. We have a
good police department and we want to
keep it that way.”

He said it was “unfortunate these
officers chose (to file the suit in 2000),
but they have that right.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said he was “pleased” with the decision,
telling The Times he was “glad that at
this stage, the issues are hopefully be-
hind us so we can move forward.”

He added that he “always hoped and
felt that the allegations (in the officers’
lawsuit) were not valid.”

should be able to house more than 80
youths at one time.

This announcement will likely re-
lieve many county residents familiar
with the current detention center’s
plight. The board had been criticized
in recent years for what was per-
ceived as a grossly inadequate deten-
tion center. Problems with the present
facility have ranged from overpopu-
lation to faulty equipment to poor
supervision.

The center came to the forefront in
May of 2003 when Edward Sinclair,
one of the youths at the center, was
found hung in his cell. That incident
appears to have spurred Union
County to step up its efforts in find-
ing a new facility, and now it seems
that is one step closer.

At his inauguration as Freeholder
Chairman, Angel Estrada expressed
that one of his goals was a new juve-
nile detention center, and he echoed
those sentiments in announcing the
purchase of the land.

“The construction of the new facil-
ity is a top priority of the freeholder
board,” he said.

The board also bid farewell to Free-
holder Nicholas Scutari, who will
leave the board to devote his atten-
tion to serving as state senator. Each
of his colleagues took the time to
express their gratitude for his years
of service on the board. He was also
presented with a special plaque.

“He has a lot of great time that he
has given to the citizens of Union
County, and he will continue to do so
as a senator,” said Chairman Estrada.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plans for Deer, Geese Management
Detailed by County Freeholder Bd.

Freeholder Scutari expressed his
thanks to the freeholders and county
employees, and he added that his
experience in the county has been
overwhelmingly positive.

“I feel strongly that this board has
always taken the appropriate action.
It hasn’t always pleased everyone,
but I believe that’s the measure of an
elected official – that they feel as
though they can look in the mirror at
the end of the evening and say, ‘You
know, I think we made the right deci-
sion, and I think we’re moving in the
right direction,’” he commented.

Hillside Teenager Injured
 At Gathering in Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — A 16-year-old
Hillside youth was injured late Sat-
urday night during an altercation that
occurred during a large gathering in

the 1000 block of Central Avenue in
Westfield.

Police responded to a fight in
progress shortly before midnight at
the Masonic Temple, which had been
rented for the evening for a function
that was attended by approximately
200 people.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that
upon their arrival, police found the
crowd unruly and attempted to dis-
perse it, at which time people began
throwing things at the officers. He
added that Clark Township and Union
County police were called in to assist
Westfield officers in controlling the
situation. No arrests were made.

The injured teenager reported be-
ing slashed or stabbed in the arm
with either a knife or a box cutter. He
was transported to Union Hospital,
where he was treated and released.

Lieutenant Parizeau revealed that
the function had been promoted by
an individual through flyers that were
distributed at Plainfield High School.
No further details about the event
were available.

Police Charge
Women With
Prostitution

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Two people were
arrested on prostitution charges Friday
evening after Westfield police detectives
executed a search warrant at an East
South Avenue massage business.

According to Lieutenant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department, au-
thorities had received information over
the past month concerning alleged pros-
titution activity at the establishment,
called Hands For Purity. The search war-
rant was executed at 8 p.m.

Erin Krantz, 28, of Cliffside Park and
Siomara Fontana, 43, of Newark were
taken into custody at that time. Each was
charged with prostitution and held on
$200 bail, Lieutenant Parizeau said.

The lieutenant also confirmed that
rooms inside the business were equipped
with surveillance cameras and that au-
thorities had seized hard drives for the
units, which they planned to review.

Tufts Univ. Recognizes
Scotch Plains Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains residents David Baumwoll
and Tara Strogov have been placed
on the fall 2003 semester Dean’s
List at Tufts University in
Massachussetts.

Audrey Cavanaugh
Yoga Teacher &

Meditation Instructor

will lead noontime
yoga classes at

Unity Yoga
beginning March 9th

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Harassing phone calls where re-

ported by a business on South Av-
enue.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• Westfield Road resident reported

that approximately $1300.00 worth
of fraudulent charges where made to a
credit card in her name since Decem-
ber.

• Report of a Michael Lane resident
receiving several harassing phone
calls.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• A Short Hills Lane resident reported

someone entered the residence and re-
moved a pocketbook with approxi-
mately$200.00 in cash and personal items
from inside, sometime in the early
evening.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
• Several residences in the area of

Swan Mill Lane were hit with paint balls
sometime overnight.

• A Michael Lane resident reported
his identity was used to secure the pur-
chase of a vehicle sometime in January,
at a car dealership out of town.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
• Report of a 2002 BMW was stolen

from a driveway on Acacia Road some-
time overnight.

$200,000 would pay $550; those val-
ued between $201,000 and $300,000
would pay $800; properties between
$301,000 and $750,000 would pay
$1,250; those valued between $751,000
and $2 million would pay $1,500; and
properties valued above $2 million
would pay $2,000.

The boundaries of the SID will in-
clude Park Avenue from Route 22 to the
Fanwood border, East Second Street,
Front Street, Terrill Road between East
Second and Front Streets, Westfield
Avenue between Park Avenue and Union
Avenue and the blocks of Bartle Av-
enue, Forest Road, Church Street, Grand
Street, Mountain Avenue and Sunset
Place adjacent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front Street
and Terrill Road will not be assessed in
the SID’s first year of existence; the
steering committee expects those prop-
erties to begin paying to support the SID
in the second year.

Residential properties will be exempt
annually.

Later, at its conference meeting, the
Township Council, after hearing a brief
report from Councilwoman Nancy
Malool on the steering committee’s ear-
lier actions, came to a consensus on a
$10,000 contribution to the SID this
year. Given that the township owns sev-
eral properties within the SID bound-
aries, Mayor Martin Marks said the
$10,000 amount was “not a problem.”

He emphasized the council’s support
for the SID concept, saying that, after
several years of various aesthetic im-
provements, a SID was the next step in
reviving the downtown business district.

“Otherwise, we’ll go no further than
where we’ve come,” the mayor said.

Others on the council agreed, with
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge saying
that the township’s financial contribution
will show the business community that
“we’re supporting them,” which is im-
portant since, she admitted, the “general
feeling is we don’t support them enough.”

Mayor Marks agreed with the assess-
ment, but countered that it wasn’t en-
tirely accurate. He noted that the town-
ship currently provides a “dispropor-
tionate amount of municipal services”
in the downtown area, including holi-
day decorations, fire inspections and
maintenance of what he stressed were
meter-free parking lots.

“We are, in effect, making contribu-
tions,” the mayor said.

Lisa Basile for The Times
INTENSE...Moviegoers crowded theatres last weekend to see The Passion of
The Christ by Mel Gibson. Pictured, above, viewers enter the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield last Sunday for a showing organized by the Knights of Columbus. See
the story on Page 3.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Report

Principal Dr. David Heisey Reports Names
Of Second Marking Period Pupils at SPFHS
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Prin-
cipal Dr. David Heisey has an-
nounced the names of students
placed on the High Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the Second
Marking Period of the 2003-2004
academic year.

To qualify for the High Honor
Roll, pupils must earn straight “A’s”
if he/she is taking four or five sub-
jects, or at least five “A’s” and a
maximum of one “B”.

Regular Honor Roll recipients
must obtain no mark less than a “B”
and at least three “A’s”.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
38 FRESHMEN

Yeershati Ahati Allison Hoynes-O’Connor
Kristen Barry Matthew Huether
Courtney Berger Simone March
Lisa Bloom Lauren Messina
Kendall Boyda Kimberly Molnar
Colin Campbell Colin Moynihan
Diana Chaves Jonathan Parisi
Marissa Crawford Poojaben Patel
Alex Cvetovich Portia Price
Grant Darwin Heather Rodriguez
Karina De Mair Michelle Sanghera
Laurel Devlin Andre Smith
Annie Dong Stacey Tanguy
Morgan Finkel Stephen Wallden
Daisy Fung Eric Wasserman
Brittany Fusillo Kenneth Wasserman
Damian Gibbs Lauren Weissbrod
Mitchell Gorbunoff Allison Zazzali
Helen Han Jason Zelesnik

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
74 FRESHMEN

Lauryn Adams Christopher Luby
Lawrence Alcine Joy Lucey
Kimberlee Appezzato Jillian Lusk
Alison Baier Lauren Mains
Gregory Bayard Kristen Mandala
Joseph Bianco, 3rd Emily Mankoff
Amanda Bobyack Stacy Marr
Catherine Buro Julie Meurer
Cathleen Carr Nikki Moses
Ana Castillo Martin Njoroge
Nikolai Chowdhury Erin O’Connor
Kelly Frazee Heather Pasko
Jennifer Gaglioti Christopher Pflaum
Genevieve Gilroy Jeffrey Pober
Evan Goldsmith Christopher Polhamus
Casey Griffin Christopher Rau
Christina Guibas Alyssa Rodriguez
Magda Isack Fiorella Rotondi
Ashley Jacobi Kyle Rowbotham
Steven Jacobus Maetal Rozenberg
Justin Jaichon Melissa Rupnarain
Austin Jefferson Sean Scott

Cristin Joy Alexandra Sebolao
Catherine Kaiserman Michael Sherman
Brittany Kane Amanda Shukla
Eric Kaufman Tovi Spero
Nicole Kitts Lauren Spirko
Melissa Kliesch Ian Starker
Maggie Kosciolek Megan Swick
Alexander Kuhn Vincent Vicari
Colleen La Forge Kimberly Wellinger
Christopher Lacko Shannon Wildstein
Brittany Larkin Arianna Williams
Katherine Lauricella Tiffany Wong
Rachel Levy Lauren Wright
Jessica Lieberman Caleb Zimmerman
Jaclyn Lopez Jennifer Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
29 SOPHOMORES

Allison Abbott Joseph Fallon
James Alfano Shemane Fritz
Saif Alzoobaee Andrew Gibson
Cheryl Beqaj David Ginsberg
Faye Bi Keila Guzman
Michael Bonacum Kristen Henkels
Kara Brass Gary Herzberg
Gregory Bruno Meaghan Kelly
Cleo Chou Caroline Lazur
Erin Crawford Matthew Linsenberg
Neil Dalal Raunaq Palejwala
Carolyn Di Prospero Danielle Porter
Aaron Doliber Stacey Subbie
Danielle Egan Katherine Van Haasteren

Katerina Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
38 SOPHOMORES

Colleen Baines Daniel Ingram
Jennifer Bauer Catherine Jahn
Sarah Boffa Kelli Kaskiw
Elizabeth Bourchtein Kristen Kersey
Justine Brown Melissa Koerner
Courtney Burke Katelyn Kosenick
Robert Burke, Jr. Jessica Levine
Matthew Canfield Andrew Lipstein
Julianne Carman Rebecca Lundgren
Derrick Chen Rebecca McGuire
Soo Cho Ian McNally
Jessica Churgin David Mecca
Kayla Cicalese Kellie Meehan
Sarah Cohen Travis Morgan
Robert Dawson Jeffrey Mullen
Joshua Decker Christopher Nilsen
Caitlin Delaney Devang Patel
Kathryn Devlin Edward Ragan
Megan Domenick Thomas Ruggieri
Caitlin Driscoll Samantha Savino
Michelle Dsurney Katherine Schreiber
Kristen Dyson Amira Selim
Briana Falco Barry Shapiro
Gabrielle Falco Leah Siegal
Brian Glassett Justin Stoll
Andrew Goldberg Sam Tepper
Shannon Gomes Arthur Thomas, 3rd
Eboni Gonzalez Jason Thompson
Jeremy Grau Emily Wallden
Joshua Green Westley Waller, 3rd

Jonathan Greenspan Colin Weber
Sarah Halpern Matthew Wetlesen
Chelsea Holloway Andrew Wong
Julie Hyman Joshua Zinman

HIGH HONOR ROLL
41 JUNIORS

Robert Bethea Daniel La Forge
Carlene Bronikowksi Nora Lacko
Jenny Burke Jonathan Lorenzini
Matthew Capodicasa Kelly McManus
Jaclyn Costa Brooke Price
Elizabeth De Cataldo Jamie Quale
Jacqueline De John William Rollins
Elise De Vries Joanna Rosenberg
Daniel Deegan Justin Rowinsky
David Demair Jeremy Sanders
Elizabeth Elko Mary Shashaty
Marc Fabiano Michael Sheffield
Alexandra Fredas Brittany Speer
Johanna Ghabour Erica Stuppler
Rachel Goor Michelle Swick
Karina Gotliboym Nicole Tanguy
Laura Henderson Ryan Thompson
Denise Horn Heather Vitollo
Nora Isack Benjamin Vogel
Rebecca Koransky Amanda Walker

Brendan Weber

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
72 JUNIORS

Daniel Aronds Sean Mahoney
Lisa Bereznak Luke Makowski
Jessica Binkiewicz John Maloney
Matthew Bonasia John Mangan
Byard Bridge, 3rd Jennifer Marcketta
Aliza Burns Marissa Mastroianni
Krystina Byron Luis Mata
Tayler Cianciotta Kaitlyn Meredith
Amanda Cohen Amy Mills
Dori D’Aloisio Alan Neuhauser
Christine De Luca Feyisola Ogunfemi
Alexa Di Giorgio Vanessa Okoro
Rachel Dolgin Michael Paraboschi
Amy Drewes Ankit Patel
Janee Easley Lauren Perrotta
Corey Fineman David Rappaport
Kelsey Foy Matthew Richers
Jeannette Franzone Alyssa Robak
Mareike Friess Sean Robinson
Kerry Gander Max Rosenheck
Christine Gillie Christina Roth
Maura Gillooly Jennifer Roth
Octavia Gomes Anthony Saraceno
Eddie Han James Scalfaro
Laura Harrison Laura Schwahl
Aya Hasegawa Sarah Schwartz
David Hauptman Alyssa Shea
Katrina Henning Samuel Slaugh
Abraham Hiatt Jennifer Spiegel
Vester Howard Chloe Sundstrom
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor Sean Varsolona
Stephanie King Jennifer Villas
Hillary Klimowicz Carly Wells
Steven Kuza Derek Wood
Robert Lasher Katie Zaleski

Liliana Lee Bethany Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
54 SENIORS

Flora Alexander Vincent Losavio
Kathryn Anaczkowski Krystal Libutti
Ryan Aspell Joseph Malchow
Kathryn Bantz Laura Manzi
Steven Barthe Andrea Meyer
Andre Baruch Amanda Miller
Sara Beckerman Jessie Montllor
Erica Bloom Scott Moynihan
Judith Brown Joshua Parker
Jessica Cavanaugh Kristopher Piccola
Ashley Cocuzza Scott Pober
Eric Connolly Varun Ponmudi
Alyson Di Fiore Matthew Powers
Caryn Feder Tracy Salmon
Dani Finkel Jeanne Schneider
Amanda Frank Victoria Shelus
Hoi Yan Fung Christine Sullivan
Robert Fusco Erin Sullivan
Kristi Gayara Stephen Tavares
Roseann Ghabour Dustin Tenenbaum
Hannah Greenspan Michael Thompson
Lauren Haertlein Adriana Toro
David Harris Jaclyn Tumolo
Ashley Jones Nancy Twu
Cheryl Kaplun Christopher Wallden
Jessica Kim Sara Woods
Kristyn Kosovan Richard Zebleckas, Jr.

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
63 SENIORS

Jeane Adams Laura Manziano
Meral Akyuz Jenna Marionni
Ricardo Arocha Robert Maroney
Charles Bachi Christa Marvelli
Nicholas Bagan Zachary McGuire
Kyle Baker Kyla Mendes
Nina Baker Chelsea Mintz
Kerolos Bernaba Jared Montagna
Travis Boff Jessica Neuringer
Kristen Bover Tuan Nguyen
Yiu Wah Cheung Hyojin Park
Eileen Cole Nathan Parker
Steven Cooney Jasmine Ruffin
Brian Coyle Joseph Ruggiero
Therese Cruz Christopher Russo
Kathleen Feeley Rosanna Ryskasen
Ronald Ferrara Allyson Salisbury
Lauren Fox Barie Salmon
Daniel Granda Juliana Sams
Irisa Grimes Kristin Schardien
David Harris Jessica Schink
Brittany Hessemer Caitlin Shevlin
Michael Hessemer Benjamin Solomon
Jeanne Jacob Danielle Stanley
Jamie Kaye Courtney Stewart
Daniel Kranz Marissa Tavares
Ilya Laskin Courtney Veeck
Morgan Larkin Talia Weinberg
Joshua Liss Allison Williams
Andrew Loomis Amanda Williams
Kimberly Lorenzini Aleza Zimmerman

Kathryn Ziman

SPFHS Alumni Assoc.
To Meet on March 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Alumni Association will hold its next
meeting on Tuesday, March 16, at 7:30
p.m. at Park Middle School in the new
gymnasium. The public is invited to at-
tend.

The members will watch a presenta-
tion by SPFHS Indoor Color Guard,
entitled “Bury My Lovely.” The program
will include dance, spinning, sabers and
rifles, set to taped music.

The 19 Indoor Color Guard members
are 14 to 18 years of age. The group is
ranked nationally in competition and
ranked third in regional competition.
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Accessibility
Evergreen Elementary School, many
ceiling tiles, floor tiles and carpeting
have been replaced throughout the school.
The heating units have also been evalu-
ated and the air quality will continue to
be monitored, said Mr. Del Sordi.

Dr. Choye added, “We are going to be
systematically addressing these issues
in all of our schools.”

The board approved the participation
of high school students in a German
exchange program that allows students
to spend time in Germany, and German
students to spend time in Scotch-Plains
Fanwood High School. This program
has existed in past years, but has not had
participating students recently.

The board also moved to approve the
Long Range Facilities Plan, which con-
tains construction that has been com-
pleted in the past three years, but also
plans for repairs and building for the next
two years.

Roof work and plans for Evergreen
School repairs are a couple areas in-
cluded in the Long Range Facilities Plan,
according to Mr. Del Sordi. The plan will
be submitted to the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board and then to the state Depart-
ment of Education for approval; the dis-
trict will be applicable for state funding
to ease the costs.

The board will hold their open agenda
meeting and will also adopt the tentative
budget on Tuesday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m.
at Evergreen School.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
•  A Lodi resident reported their Honda

stolen from the parking lot of Laffaire
after 11 p.m.

College Club Plans
Sousa Discussion
FANWOOD – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will present a program on
American composer and con-
ductor John Philip Sousa dur-
ing their meeting on Monday,
March 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the
library of Union Catholic Re-
gional High School, Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Barry Owen Furrer, a long-
time instrumental music
teacher in the Westfield school
district, will present an over-
view of Sousa’s life and career
to mark the 150th of the
musician’s birth. Mr. Furrer is
also a leading expert and pri-
vate collector of Sousa memo-
rabilia.

The meeting and program
are open to the public. For more
information, please call Nancy
at (908) 889-7624.

www.goleader.com


