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An Engaged Woman Writes:
Sometimes truth can be as strange as
fiction. Several years ago, I saw a
movie called The Wedding Planner
with Jennifer Lopez. The future
groom and the wedding planner fell
in love. That was a movie. In my real
life, I think my fiancé and the pretty
young wedding planner have a
“thing” going.

“Jennie” (disguised name) shows
up at different hours to discuss wed-
ding plans, tends to sit too close to
“Gary” (disguised name) and never
leaves. She always kisses Gary and
me (on the cheek) before finally leav-
ing. How can I clarify if these suspi-
cions are real or imagined?

Answer: There are several things
you can do. Be up front with Gary
and discuss your observations with
him. Let him explain. Set boundaries
regarding when the three of you meet
and when you should call it an
evening.

It is appropriate for you to sit next
to Gary. Shake hands (both you and
Gary) with Jennie so that she gets the
message that kissing is neither ap-
propriate nor desired (of course, dis-
cuss this with Gary).

However, the most important aspect
in this situation is the sense of trust
between Gary and you. Since you feel
discomfort, have a long and thorough
discussion re expectations, honesty,
faithfulness and commitment. If you
still remain uncomfortable, I suggest
some premarital counseling to help
resolve the situation. Gook luck re-
garding the outcome. I hope for happi-
ness for both Gary and you.

A distraught wife writes: I’ve
been married for 10 years to a suc-
cessful businessman. Every year prior
to “tax time,” my husband presents
me with the IRS forms that our ac-
countant has prepared and has me
sign them.

I have never had any reason to
distrust “Evan” (disguised name);
however, I’ve been taking a course
on understanding legal documents
and, for the first time, I took a close
look at the forms. Much to my sur-
prise, I realized that my husband’s
income was a great deal more sub-
stantial than I believed, and there

were questionable business expenses
that upset me.

Now what do I do? Have a lawyer
review them and then confront him?
Accuse him of deceiving me? Speak
to his business partner? Please ad-
vise since I don’t want to spoil that
which has been a good marriage.

Answer: Since your marriage has
been a good one with Evan, it is
important to be direct and firm, yet
not hysterical nor hostile. I would: 1)
Confront him with your awareness
and attempt to have the situation
clarified; 2) Meet with the accoun-
tant and only sign the forms when
you are comfortable with the results.
The business expenses, about which
you were not specific, need further
exploration, and you should insist on
written documentation to support
everything.

It is significant that you no longer
sign anything without full compre-
hension and clarity. Seek the help of
a professional if need be — an ac-
countant, lawyer or friend who will
help you. I hope that there will be a
positive closure to this “surprising”
event.

A Young Adult Writes: I am 19
years old and I am writing to you for
the first time. You are a great believer
that humor pulls us through many a
bad period. Although I agree with
you, it took my grandmother to help
me realize how true this is. She is in
a nursing home; I visit regularly, and
we have great times talking about
everything. She has bad arthritis, had
hip and knee replacement surgery
and, often, is in a great deal of pain.

Recently, without thinking, I said
to her: “It must be difficult to get up
each morning and be able to move
about. Does this sadden you to think
that things may get worse? Do you
sometimes wonder if it’s worth it?”
A real dumb remark.

Grandma looked at me, smiled,
put her hand on my shoulder and said
(with a twinkle in her eye), “Darling,
I’d rather be stiff than be a stiff!” I am
convinced that it is that comedic
touch that has kept her going.

Answer: She sounds great. I’d love
to meet her. Please show her this
column. We’d make a good duo.

Wedding Planner’s Familiarity
Causes Bride-to-Be Concern

Thanks For Publishing
Seeing Eye Article, Photo

Thank you so very much for printing
our photograph and such a nice article
about The Seeing Eye puppy visit at the
Westfield Co-Operative Nursery School
in The Westfield Leader last week.

It really was a win-win for everyone.
The children LOVED seeing themselves
in your newspaper, The Seeing Eye re-
ceived human interest publicity as well
as our nursery school.

Thank you very much again for your
timely efforts!

Heidi Hylan
Publicity for The Westfield Co-

Operative Nursery School

Fanwoodian Says Budget Arguments
Are Just Political Grandstanding

I have been a Fanwood resident for
almost 10 years, and in that time I have
been a strong supporter of the citizens
who took the time to serve on our town
council; and although I may not have
agreed with their positions, I always
appreciated the time and effort it took to
keep on going to all of the meetings - and
all as volunteers, without any pay.

That’s why it saddens me to say I have
rarely witnessed a display of partisan
grandstanding like I did last night at the
special town meeting.

Much like the colonel in the film
Casablanca who announced that he was
“shocked, shocked” to find gambling
occurring in the casino he himself stood
in, Councilman Stuart Kline decided to
pretend outrage that our new mayor,
who campaigned on the platform of tax
relief had actually taken steps toward
finding new sources of revenue.

I know it was partisan because he had no
consistent basis for his objections - just
one big jumble of negativity: he asserted
that taking state funds was somehow bad
for our town and came out of our pockets
anyway; that he had never seen such a high
proposed increase (just 1 percent more
than last year’s proposed increase at bud-
get introduction); applying for aid would
not be successful; aid amounts could be
small; that we did not deserve such relief
as no other towns in Union county had
received such aid (this was not true), and
even if we got relief we would then have a
bigger problem next year (this one made
no sense whatsoever).

Mr. Kline even said that the council
members had not had time to properly
consider the budget - that some had
missed budget meetings and so it was ill
advised to proceed. This is particularly
mystifying as an objection as Stuart him-
self had reportedly been one of the coun-
cil members who had not been able to
attend all eight budget session that had
been held. Even as each of his assertions
was countered and rebutted, and as he

was pointedly reminded that if we de-
layed Fanwood would miss the deadline
and blow any chance of relief - he was
reduced to muttering dire predictions
that any aid we receive would have
“strings attached”.

Mayor Colleen Mahr had been quite
clear that she had chosen to expedite the
budget process and led the council into
drafting a preliminary budget to for-
mally “introduce” solely to meet the
state mandated deadline to apply for
grant aid. She patiently and repeatedly
explained that she, and her Democratic
allies on the town council - Council
Persons Kathy Mitchell, Michael
Brennan, Donna Dolce and Jack
Molenaar - were committed to reducing
the proposed expenditures and ultimately
delivering the smallest possible increase
in the final budget that will ultimately be
“adopted”. She had explained that
Fanwood’s history of shared services
with other towns, our high rate of col-
lecting taxes and our town’s small com-
mercial/industrial base (resulting in al-
most all of the tax burden falling directly
on residents) were factors that state offi-
cials had indicated were appropriate and
proper reasons for such aid.

If putting in place a process and creat-
ing a timely budget to try to obtain tax
relief is not among the duties of our
council, I do not know what is. Just
because Mr. Kline, and the previous
Republican administration had not taken
the time and effort to do so is no reason
to not start now. I expect more from our
elected representatives, and hope Coun-
cilman Kline will stop the grandstand-
ing and get back to work for us.

P.S. - If you have any doubts that my
account of what happened is accurate
and correct - I urge Fanwood’s citizens
to tune to our local cable access - chan-
nel 35 - this week as they broadcast the
proceedings for all to see.

Peter Sayles
Fanwood

Resident Questions Veracity
Of Statements by James Ward

The Record Press, in an article that ran
late last year, reported that regardless of
the success of their holiday season, two
downtown businesses were going out of
business and leaving Westfield - the
Imaginarium and Nine West.

With regard to the Nine West closing,
the paper reported that James Ward, the
owner of the building, said that the
company’s five-year lease has expired
and he has decided not to renew the
lease, that it was a business decision,
that he can do a lot better with another
tenant, and that he has signed a new lease
with Cold Stone Creamery which en-
ables him to more than double the rent he
receives on the property.

Contrast the recent article in The Westfield
Leader (February 12) in which James Ward,
in addressing the February 10 conference
session of the Westfield Town Council,
said he will lose tenants due to lack of
parking. It was further reported that, “Mr.
Ward said that he lost retail tenant Nine
West because of parking problems.”

I must question the veracity of Mr.
Ward’s reported statements made to the
town council. Is this true, or is this an
attempt to mislead the council members

and residents into believing that stores will
leave downtown Westfield if something is
not done to provide more parking?

Did Nine West leave because of the
parking or because Mr. Ward wanted a
more lucrative tenant?

Will The Westfield Leader please ask
Mr. Ward for clarifying comments?

Cynthia Lee Foulke
Westfield

Ruotolo and Mingo Decisions Not To
Seek Reelection Evokes Sense of Loss

It seems like an end to an era, hearing that
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo of Westfield will not
seek reelection just a little more than a week after
Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. of Plainfield said the
same.

It’s a little daunting that now Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood is the only county
representative left who resides fully west of the
Garden State Parkway. Remaining on the board are
Chairman Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth, Chester Holmes of Rahway,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Deborah Scanlon of
Union. There’s been no word yet who will be
filling Senator Nick Scutari’s seat being vacated –
other than Linden’s vow that it will remain being
from Linden.

When Freeholder Mingo first took office, he
stated in October of 1998, “We want to make county
services available, usable, user-friendly.” He stated
that he also wants to bring “the county’s presence”
to the western side of the county, for instance, to
Plainfield, where he lives. “If Plainfield suffers, the
county will suffer,” Mr. Mingo pointed out.

On Mr. Mingo’s words of 1998, we cannot agree
more. Of course, we’d like to see someone from
Westfield take Freeholder Ruotolo’s place for the
same reason as stated by Mr. Mingo. Presumably,
Summit, Cranford, Berkeley Heights, New Provi-
dence, Clark and Scotch Plains feel the same. It’s
been a while since Summit had a representative on
the board – so far back in fact that there was
actually a Republican on the Union County Free-
holder Board.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan is also up for reelection
this year. So far, there’s been no word that he will
not seek reelection. Mr. Sullivan was named by the
county Democrat party to fill the seat of Casimir
Kowalczyk in 1993. He was elected to full terms
since 1995. Is more than 10 years on the board
enough for Mr. Sullivan? Will his duties in his
state appointed job in Trenton diminish his inter-
est and service as a Union County Freeholder?

In January of 1998, the Union County Democrat
Party Committee selected Mary Ruotolo and Lewis
Mingo, Jr. to fill two unexpired terms on the nine-
member board.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late Union County
Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo were
both unanimously approved by the committee.
They filled the unexpired seats of Carol Cohen of
Westfield and Walter McNeil, Jr., of Plainfield.
Ms. Cohen resigned her seat earlier that month to
become Union County Counsel, while Mr. McNeil
vacated his seat in December of 1997 to become
City Administrator in Plainfield.

Upon being selected to the board, Mrs. Ruotolo
said at that time that she was looking forward to
serving county residents, noting her family “has
been in public service for decades…I am excited
that now its my turn to serve the residents of Union
County. I’ve been watching the Freeholder board
closely for the past year and I am very impressed
with its tremendous work. I look forward to being
a contributor,” she stated.

Mrs. Ruotolo had been active with the Westfield
Parent-Teacher Organization, serving on its ex-
ecutive board. After majoring in education at Kean

University of New Jersey, she worked in the
Westfield public schools as a teacher’s assistant
in Kindergarten classes. She was active in the
community as a Girl Scouts Troop Leader and a
Den Co-Leader for the Boy Scouts of America.

She resides in Westfield and has three children,
Lyndsay, Andrew and Jayne. Her husband served
as Prosecutor from 1991 until his death from
cancer in 1995 at 42. He was a United States
Attorney prior to being named Prosecutor by
former Governor James Florio.

In 1998, Mr. Mingo was a data processing
manager with NYNEX in New York City. A
former aide to state Assemblyman Jerry Green,
he served on the Plainfield Area Youth Develop-
ment Tennis Association board, the Plainfield
Economic Development Council, the city Plan-
ning Board and the Plainfield Adult Education
School Board.

“It is an honor to have this opportunity to serve
the people of Union County,” said Mr. Mingo.
“We have an extraordinary team in place and I
can’t wait to get involved. This Freeholder board
has done a great deal of important work and I
hope to contribute to this growing tradition of
excellence,” he added.

From that time in 1998, we think Freeholder
Ruotolo and Freeholder Mingo have served well
and accomplished much for Union County. It will
be a loss, and we wish them the best.

The soon to be named Freeholder appointee to
replace the position vacated by now state Senator
Scutari will also need to run for office in Novem-
ber, if that person intends to continue.

So, there will be a lot of new names to fill the
four slots at the freeholder board this year. And
the public is largely in the dark until the two
parties meet in April, or behind closed doors, to
select their candidates.

The county Democrat party organization, to main-
tain their absolute 9-0 control, will need to stay
smart about who they choose – and share the power
within their circles about the county. Staying too
heavy in the East could actually spark a backlash –
to go with the controversy already created by the
Freeholder board with such issues as the freight
train reactivation west of the Parkway.

It figures that the county Democrats will pre-
vail in November, though. The county Republi-
cans are reluctant to field and fund a strong field
– they don’t think they can win. One thing is for
sure – if you think you can’t win, you won’t!

In politics, it isn’t good practice to challenge
the locked-up domain of the opposition. Repub-
licans and Democrats both prefer to maintain the
truce with “What’s mine is mine, and what’s
yours is yours.” So, the Republicans will likely to
continue with a token challenge to the Elizabeth
control of the county Freeholder board – and the
Democrats will reciprocate with a token chal-
lenge to the Republican congressional seat of
Mike Ferguson.

Even though it will be business as usual, the
end of the era without Mary Ruotolo and Lewis
Mingo on the Freeholder board does evoke a
sense of loss – for those of us west of the
Parkway.

Resident Thanks
WF Fire Department
For Quick Response

I just wanted to extend my sincere
thanks to the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment.

This evening my wife put me in charge
of making dinner and I decided to pre-
pare a Shepard’s pie. After slaving for
almost a full forty-five minutes, the
dish was prepped and ready to go into
the oven.

After a little while, let’s just say
there was a “bit of smoke.” So much in
fact, my alarm company notified the
WFD. First, thinking I wasn’t home,
they called my father in-law, who also
happens to be a retired Newark Fire
Captain, to tell him they had a smoke
alarm going off at my house.

My father in-law called our house to
double check and when I picked up the
phone he asked, “Is everything OK?” I
said, “Yes. Why?” Then he informed me
that the WFD was on their way. Uh oh.

Soon thereafter I heard the wailing
sirens and then the trucks pulled up in
front of my house. I was mortified.

The firemen came in and, without a
bit of sarcasm, checked the whole thing
out. They determined everything was
alright and even set up a fan to help me
vent out the smoke. The whole time
they were pleasant and professional and
I can’t say enough about how fast they
arrived. The only thing that upset me
was they turned down a piece of my
delicious Shepard’s pie. I can’t imagine
why.

Thanks again guys and I hope that’s
the last time I ever need you (no of-
fense).

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

 Speed  Humps Should
Not Be Installed

On Through Streets
The placement of speed humps on

Benson Place, South Chestnut Street
and Gallows Hill Road satisfies the
wishes of a handful of residents at the
expense of the remaining population.

It is impossible to safely or comfort-
ably ride over these humps without
decreasing one’s speed to 10 or 15 mph.
Everyone who has used these streets
more than once has learned this fact of
daily life in Westfield the hard way.
And if you drive these streets regularly,
one moment of inattention can jolt your
car’s innards and crash your head into
the roof of your car.

The speed limit on Benson Place,
South Chestnut Street, and Gallows Hill
Road is 25 mph. It is unreasonable to
expect everyone who uses these streets
to reduce their speed to a crawl. Al-
though the residents of this neighbor-
hood may not like it, these are through
streets.

Surely the town can solve the prob-
lem of speeding on Benson Place, South
Chestnut, and Gallows Hill Road with-
out inconveniencing the entire popula-
tion of Westfield. Speed humps are not
needed on the other residential streets
that happen to be main thoroughfares,
e.g. Lawrence Avenue, Wychwood
Road and Mountain Avenue. Or do we
look forward to speed humps every-
where in town?

Lynn Mollick
Westfield
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scray – The sea swallow
2. Wachna – The little Alaskan cod
3. Psellism – Any speech defect, as

stammering
4. Javel – A vagabond or lowly person

PTARMIC
1. Producing smoke or soot
2. Causing to sneeze
3. Of an alien or foreign nature
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
DAWPATE

1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Formed like a fan
4. A simpleton; a fool

TELLURAL
1. Pertaining to the earth
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Round or oval in form
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

GOBBET
1. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
2. A chunk of raw flesh
3. A water wheel with buckets
4. A tobacco or money pouch


