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Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never need
to contend with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with them—
along with friends, great dining, activities,
even a full service beauty/barber shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety of
living arrangements, personalized assistance
and care, amenities and services, delicious
meals, stimulating activities, and scheduled
group outings. Our resident-centered approach

to senior living puts residents first, giving
them options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community
to see what we do to make our communities
into places seniors  can call home.

Ask about our short-term stays

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,480 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

Rialto Moviegoers Were Stunned
By The Passion of The Christ

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Over 100 residents and members
of the Messenger Henry J. Watterson
Council No. 1711 Westfield Knights
of Columbus (KOC) joined movie-
goers from surrounding towns on
Sunday afternoon to see a reserved
showing of Mel Gibson’s The Pas-
sion of the Christ at the Rialto The-
atre in Westfield.

As they entered the theater, audience
members like Jane McAustin of
Cranford said that they desired to deter-
mine for themselves if the media atten-
tion given to the film was justified.

“The media has portrayed the film
in several different ways,” she said.
“Some say it is a gory Hollywood flick
— and some say it is an artistic master-
piece. I want to see for myself.”

Clara Graham of Plainfield said
that she hoped the film “would in-
spire people to read their Bibles and
to understand the selflessness and
sacrifice of Jesus.”

Yet, other moviegoers admitted that
they “literally feared” to see the movie.

“I am afraid I will be forced to
leave. I am not geared up for some-
thing too violent, which I have heard
it is,” said one attendee.

Members of the media and movie
critics have described the film as a
stunning depiction of the scriptures’
testimony of the capture, torture,
and death of Jesus Christ. In the
film, prolific bloodshed and vio-
lence were a major component in
illustrating the process through
which Jesus ultimately breathed his
last breath.

Howard Saunders, the District
Deputy of the KOC stated that he
thought the film would be “traumatic,”
and that others have told him “anyone
with food will put it down after five
minutes — and then grab tissues.”

When the movie ended roughly two
hours later, the collective reaction of
the audience was a sincere and deep
need to reaffirm religious faith and to
appreciate the story of Jesus Christ.

The film was clearly deeply emo-
tional and impacted a large number
of its viewers.

“It was very powerful, very in-
tense. It was hard to portray the event
without the intensity,” stated Robert
Manduca of the KOC.

Another KOC member, Frank
Muggeo, said, “It became the holo-
caust of one man.”

Many statements regarding The
Passion of The Christ have been un-
leashed through the media, two of
which concern ideas of anti-Semitism
and excessive violence. The violence
appeared to disturb a small portion
of the audience; but overall, the ma-
jority did not think the R-rated film
was too graphic in its aim.

Steve Agresta of Westfield said, “I
feel a lot more in touch with my faith.
The violence made the point.”

Some felt the media is partly re-
sponsible for sparking the suggestion
of anti-Semitism in The Passion of
The Christ. While Jami Bernard of the
New York Daily News opined that it
was “the most virulently anti-Semitic
movie made since the German propa-
ganda films of World War II,” the
Sunday audience at the Rialto dis-
agreed.

Mr. Agresta stated, “If anything,
the Romans were portrayed as badly
as the Jews.”

Javier Perez-Santalla, the Grand
Knight of the Westfield KOC stated
that the film was very profound, and
that, “It is true to the story of Christ —
and it has no more violence than you
get in an action film. Anyone raised
Catholic would be familiar with the
images — straight from classical art.”

The anti-Semitic notion is tenu-

ous, he said, adding, in fact, the film
goes to great extent to show that it is
evil that killed Jesus — not the Jews.”

During the film, seldom did people
leave the room or move. Not a person
was eating, speaking, or causing dis-
ruption. The silence of awe and agony
was very obvious. After the film,
most viewers were speechless, as if
the two hours were not a movie, but
an introspective experience.

While the crowd agreed that The
Passion of The Christ was extremely
poignant, some moviegoers ques-
tioned whether or not certain aspects
of the film, such as the flogging and
scourging, were appropriate.

Jonathan Marcusi of Summit said,
“I don’t know how Gibson could
have shown the beating (of Jesus) to
such an extent. It was disturbing. I
couldn’t watch.”

However, Richard Watson of
Westfield said, “The important thing
is not the image on the screen but in
our hearts. How can someone say,
(about Jesus) ‘look at all you have
done for me — and I still don’t care.’
How could you say that?”

Kevin Caruso of Matawan said, “I
was expecting more violence.” He
added that the media played it up to be
worse than it actually was. He agreed
though, that, “it is faithful to the scrip-
tures. And is that not what matters?”

The presentation left many viewers
very appreciative of their faith. Others
felt it was an educational experience.

Sandy Previn of Linden said, “I’m
not religious and I was touched. It
just goes to show that this is a thought-
ful movie for anyone interested.”

Viewers with a religious perspective
thought that it was more than a work of
genius; it was accurately depicted.

Dave Ferrell of the KOC said,
“Gibson did a great job. He did not
take anything out of context. He didn’t
affect any of the main storyline.”

Overall, the viewers felt that the
positive hype of the media was indeed
justified. Many felt that film goes
beyond an “artistic masterpiece.”

“It is a beckoning for many to
reconsider their faith or to appreciate
the story and its history,” said one
moviegoer.

Sunday’s reserved showing of The
Passion of The Christ was a fundraiser,
organized by KOC member and
Westfield police officer Gary Moore,
to benefit the Catholic organization’s
Vocations Fund, which helps priests
and seminarians in formation.

“It was a great opportunity to put
this together,” said Officer Moore.

The Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic men’s fraternal benefit so-
ciety that provides financial aid to
members and their families.

Gerard Barton, Chancellor of the
Waterson Council of KOC, said that he
was “very pleased that the Knights
were able to pull this (fundraiser) off.”
The donations were certainly plentiful
and the entire room was filled.

Prosecutor Warns of
Increase In Illegal Drugs

AREA — Union County’s chief
law enforcement officer, Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow, is issuing a
warning about an alarming rise in
the number of cases involving meth-
amphetamine, the dangerous drug
known on the streets as “speed” or
“ice.”

“Let me get right to the point — it
is dangerous, it causes permanent
brain damage over time and we’ve
had 17 cases involving speed or
“meth” over the last 12 months com-
pared with only three the year be-
fore,” said Prosecutor Romankow,
who revealed contents of a report
from the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office Laboratory where six chem-
ists analyze drugs seized from all 21
municipalities each year.

He said methamphetamine, often
smuggled into the county and lately
passed off as Ecstacy to unsuspect-
ing users, has a high potential for
abuse and dependence with purity
levels so high it can be inhaled by
smoking or eaten as a white pill or
powder.

“The problem is the high leads
quickly to addiction and the addicts
often commit lots of property crimes
to support their habits leading to more
crime and more victims,” Prosecutor
Romankow said, asking schools and
officers who work in schools to help
get the message out to kids and par-
ents.

Lieutenant Kathleen Callahan,
commander of the laboratory where
the testing is done, said staff mem-
bers examined a total of 7,442 items
in 2003 from more than 4,000 differ-
ent drug cases but methamphetamine
cases were few and far between. “We
are definitely seeing an increase,”
she said, adding the total amount
taken in at the lab was 274 grams in
mostly pill form.

“The source can be Mexico or South
America but all too often it is made in
clandestine laboratories under unsafe
and unsanitary conditions and then
sold on the street,” said Prosecutor
Romankow, adding a couple in
Westfield were arrested in September
of 2002 when police and narcotics
detectives shut down a second floor
methamphetamine laboratory.

According to Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy, his officers and
Mountainside police personnel
seized glassware, chemicals and
“meth” at their home on Orenda
Circle. The defendants, Candace
Singer, 42, and Damon Anthony
Brown, 39, were charged with manu-
facturing controlled dangerous sub-
stances, jailed and later convicted of
related offenses.

In another case from Kenilworth,
a sale of a hundred grams of sus-

pected ecstasy, stamped with an iden-
tifiable logo, turned out to be meth-
amphetamine, said Senior Chemist
Frank Garland.

“Pills are sold on the street, some-
time for $20 each or in powder form
for $60 to $100 per gram,” said Ser-
geant Les Swick, commander of the
Union County Narcotic Strike Force.
He said a recent undercover opera-
tion turned up evidence that meth-
amphetamine could be purchased on
the street for about $6 per tab if
bought in large quantity and then
resold for $20 or $25 per dose. “The
profit motive is right there,” he added.

Years ago, the experts say, the only
real business in speed in Central
Jersey was conducted by motorcycle
gang members and that’s why the
return of such a dangerous product is
somewhat of a surprise.

So far in 2004, the lab already
came across submitted cases involv-
ing “ice” or “meth crystal”, a high
purity clear chunky crystal form of
speed that resembles ice and can be
inhaled by smoking it in a pipe.

Roselle Park Police Chief Warren
Wielgus, president of the county
police chiefs association, said au-
thorities work through crime preven-
tion officers, the Union County Ju-
venile Officers Association and the
county’s Drug Resistance and Edu-
cation (DARE) officers group to ex-
plain to young people and their par-
ents about the dangers of drugs such
as heroin, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, alcohol and marijuana.

“We’re are stepping up our entire
prevention and enforcement effort,
especially after federal officials ad-
vised us in no uncertain terms what
we already knew — that our area is a
‘hotbed’ for narcotics activity that
needs to be shut down,” Prosecutor
Romankow said.

Officials at Prevention Links, a
drug education and prevention cen-
ter in Clark, indicate that amphet-
amine releases high levels of the
neurotransmitter dopamine, which
stimulates brain cells and enhances
mood and body movement. Over
time, use creates constant movement,
a jittery and anxious disposition and
reduced levels of dopamine which
can result in symptoms like those of
Parkinson’s disease or other severe
movement disorders.

Federal drug enforcement officials,
assisted by experts here in Union
County, have responded to a number
of requests to educate teachers, stu-
dents and even police officers about
the warning signs and dangers of
methamphetamine abuse. It has be-
come a serious health and environ-
mental issue in the Central and West-
ern United States, they say.

Paul Robeson Portrait
Hung at Drumthwacket

PRINCETON – Governor James
McGreevey is celebrating African
American History Month by unveil-
ing a portrait of noted actor, athlete
and civil rights advocate Paul
Robeson during a reception at
Drumthwacket, the official residence
of the governor.

“Paul Robeson was a man blessed
with a multitude of talent, which he
used throughout his lifetime to en-
tertain, to teach and to build a better
world,” Governor McGreevey said.

“This new portrait will serve as a
symbol of equality and justice, as
well as a source of inspiration to all
who visit Drumthwacket.”

Born in Princeton in 1898, and a
resident of Westfield from 1907 to
1910, Mr. Robeson rose to promi-
nence in an era when segregation was
legal and racism and discrimination
were common. He was an All-Ameri-
can football player at Rutgers Univer-
sity, graduated as valedictorian of his
class and later earned a degree in law.

Brooks Crandall  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMILE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, and Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
right, stopped with Freeholder Alexander Mirabella to pose for a picture on Saturday.

The Only Place You Need
To Buy Your Corned Beef. . .
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Free Home Delivery
A Real Butcher Shop
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Meat Market

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School Boys’ Swim Team
posed for a group shot on the steps of Westfield High School after capturing their
20th State Championship.


