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Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALL TO DUTY...The Westfield Fire Department responded to a home at 904
Boulevard when a fire started in the kitchen on Monday morning.

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Susan Petrick, MEd
Board Certified Educational Therapist

Targeted Baseline Testing & Research-Based Teaching

Please remember: NO Textbooks, Magazines,
Damaged Books, Condensed Books or Records

and OLD Encyclopedias

All Donations are Tax Deductible
and Benefit The Westfield Memorial Library

550 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 07090

ANNUAL BOOK SALE
Friends of The Westfield Memorial Library

Tuesday, March 30th 9 AM - NOON

Donation Days:
Friday, March 26th NOON - 4:30 PM
Saturday, March 27th 9 AM - 4:30 PM

Sale Days:

(Membership may be purchased at the door)

Tuesday, March 30th - Open To The Public 2 PM - 8:30 PM
Wednesday, March 31st 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Thursday, April 1st 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Friday, April 2nd - Half Price Day 9 AM - 8:30 PM
Saturday, April 3rd - Bag Day 9 AM - 4:30 PM

MEMBER’S PREVIEW

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Garland “Bud” Boothe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT DISCUSSIONS...Mr. George Melloan kicked off the popular Adult
School series, Great Discussions, Monday evening at the Westfield High School.
Adult school classes on many subjects are open to everyone in the region.
Catalogs for the Westfield Adult School are available in the sixteen libraries in
the county. For further information, please call (908) 232-4050.

Public Hearing Scheduled
For Communication Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and  The Times

A public meeting will be held on
Monday, March 8, at 7 p.m. at
Fanwood Borough Hall to discuss
the proposed communications tower,
it was announced at Tuesday’s agenda
meeting of the Fanwood council.

The tower, which will be located
on borough grounds, is currently es-
timated to cost $127,485, and will
allow the police to properly use and
adequately protect their new com-
munications system.

Letters were mailed out to resi-
dents surrounding Borough Hall, in-
forming them of the meeting.

“Bids went out on March 1, sev-
eral companies are interested in do-
ing this, and bids will be brought in
on March 12,” Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern stated.

Previously, it was thought that an
outdoor utility shed would be neces-
sary to house the electrical equip-
ment necessary for the tower, but it
has now been decided that trenches
will be dug, leading the electrical
wires into the borough building,
where the equipment will be located.

In other business, at the suggestion
of Council President Katherine
Mitchell, a resolution will be read at
next Tuesday’s council meeting, ac-
knowledging the efforts of the po-
lice, fire and rescue squad in dealing
with the blaze at the Smith residence
on North Avenue.

“I had not seen our firemen at work
before, and hope not to have to again,
but I was very impressed with their
hard work. They were at the house all
night, and were dispatched again the
next morning when the fire broke out
again,” she said.

A resolution will be up for a vote at
next week’s meeting, authorizing
Fanwood’s application to the state
for extraordinary aid. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr is pursuing the aid due to
high property taxes in the borough.

“I will be meeting with the audi-
tors on Thursday,” stated Mayor
Mahr.

The total dollar amount that the
borough will be requesting from the
state will be announced at Tuesday’s
council meeting. The deadline for the
aid application is Friday, March 12.

In her Administration and Finance
report, Councilwoman Donna Dolce
revealed that the borough has not had
success in its search for a full time
Chief Financial Officer (CFO). Bar-
bara Brennan, who currently holds
the position, delayed her December
31, 2003 retirement in order to con-
tinue the job until a replacement was
found.

“In looking at the job, we realized
that the breakdown is 80 percent
bookkeeper duties and 20 percent
financial officer duties,” explained

Councilwoman Dolce, “and so the
direction we are moving in is to look
at two separate positions, with a full
time bookkeeper and a part-time
CFO. We can do both positions at the
same salary as one position.”

The borough has received interest
from applicants for the bookkeeper
position, however for the other posi-
tion, “it is difficult to find people
with financial officer credentials who
are willing to work part time, and we
have a hard time meeting their salary
requirements,” said Councilwoman
Dolce.

Work was completed on Sheelen’s
Crossing last year, however the issue
of money owed to the contractor,
Penaloza & Calderone, continues.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden explained to the mayor and
council that the original budget was
exceeded due to the need for more
police protection than anticipated.
Construction projects that block traf-
fic, such as the Sheelen’s Crossing
bridge that spans over the train tracks
between South and North Avenues,
require police on the site to deal with
detours and traffic safety.

When a construction project ex-
ceeds 20 percent over the original
estimated cost, the borough must
grant a “Certification of Justification
of Additional Work.”

Council President Mitchell asked
Mr. Marsden how this situation can
be avoided in the future, and he
responded that he has now receives
ongoing updates from the police de-
partment as a construction project
continues regarding how many hours
are required and if the cost will ex-
ceed the original estimates. Penaloza
& Calderone has already paid the
police department, and now the bor-
ough owes the construction com-
pany the balance due.

This year’s CONTACT We Care
5K race will be held on Saturday,
August 21, at LaGrande Park.

S. Plains Council Continues
2004 Budget Deliberations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will have several important items
on its agenda in the coming weeks,
one of which will be its continuing
deliberations on the 2004 municipal
budget amidst several positive de-
velopments that put the local gov-
ernment in a better financial situa-
tion than a year ago, when municipal
finances were much tighter and an
18-point tax increase was enacted to
fund the local budget.

The council is currently examining
the $19.5 million spending plan sub-
mitted at the end of January by Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins. The pro-
posed 4.9 percent increase in expendi-
tures, or about $921,000, will be fi-
nanced by a five-point hike in the mu-
nicipal portion of local property taxes,
although that figure could change in the
coming weeks if the council makes
significant changes to the final spend-
ing plan. It appears likely that the final
2004 budget will be introduced in early
April, with a public hearing and vote
taking place in early May.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mr. Atkins
told the council that state aid to
Scotch Plains will increase 2.3 per-
cent this year, to just over $3 million,
after two consecutive years of static
assistance levels from Trenton. He
also said that the municipal surplus,
which dipped to about $957,000 last
year, has improved greatly this year,
to about $1.66 million.

Mr. Atkins again lauded the
township’s fiscal record over the past
decade or so, noting that, on average,
municipal property tax increases have

averaged between three and five
points, an incremental approach he
said is preferable to low tax hikes
one year and high increases the next.

As it begins to wrap up its budget
deliberations later this month, the
council will also be discussing the
recommendations of the Special
Improvement District (SID) steering
committee, which will be sending its
recommendations to the governing
body within the next few weeks. The
council will have to craft an ordi-
nance establishing the SID and will
also have to approve its operating
budget, which is proposed to be
$78,350 in its first year.

The 2004 municipal budget will
include a $10,000 appropriation to-
wards the SID this year. Formal ac-
tion on the SID ordinance isn’t likely
until next month, at the earliest.

In other business at its Tuesday
meeting, Mr. Atkins said he is still
waiting for a consultant’s cost esti-
mate on the new communications
tower to be situated at the south side
fire house. He said there will also be
some minor modifications to the
building at the site located at the
corner of Martin Avenue and Raritan
Road, with those costs to be included
with the tower’s cost in a funding
ordinance that will be introduced,
most likely at the council’s Tuesday,
March 23 meeting.

Next week, the council will also
consider a modified ordinance regu-
lating parking on Concord Road and
also introduce an ordinance forbid-
ding left-turns onto Park Avenue out
of a parking lot located across from
Park Middle School during busy drop-
off and pick-up hours on school days.

Ferguson Urges NJ Fire Chiefs
To Apply for Federal Grants

WASHINGTON – On the first an-
niversary of the creation of the De-
partment of Homeland Security,
Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ)
on Monday urged New Jersey fire
chiefs to apply for hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in first responder
grants that the department will award
later this year.

Homeland Security officials Mon-
day began accepting applications for
the Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Program, which includes a pool of
$750 million available for grants to
local fire companies.

“The safety and security of our
families are my first concern, and
these important federal grants will
aid our local fire departments in
meeting the twin challenges of fire
prevention and homeland security,”
Rep. Ferguson said.

Fire departments statewide in New
Jersey have received more than $18.1
million in federal homeland security
grants in recent months. In the 7th
District, the Bernardsville Fire De-
partment in Somerset County re-
ceived $225,000; the Garwood Fire
Department in Union County re-
ceived $75,317; and the Hampton
Township Volunteer Fire Department
in Hunterdon County received
$36,540.

In a letter to all fire chiefs and
mayors, Rep. Ferguson has urged local
leaders to apply for the federal funds.

The deadline for the 2004 grant
application period is Thursday,
April 1. For more information and
application information on the As-
sistance to Firefighters Grant pro-
gram, please visit
www.firegrantsupport.com.

Leaf and Gumball
Pickup Set For April 5
SCOTCH PLAINS – Leaves and

Gumballs will be collected beginning
Monday, April 5. All material should
be placed at the curb, not in bags.

Please do not park vehicles in the
street that week so that the service
can be managed efficiently and safely.
Leaves should be free of debris such
as branches, rocks, stumps, etc. These
items can cause serious equipment
damage and slow the program.

In addition, please leave space near
the curbline for water to flow to
basins.

This is a leaf and gumball collec-
tion only. Please do not put branches
and tree parts out until Spring Clean-
up in June.

Town Bank of Westfield
Posts Profitable Quarter
WESTFIELD – Robert Dowens,

Sr., President and Chief Executive
Officer of The Town Bank of
Westfield, recently presented the
bank’s year-end 2003 results show-
ing strong asset growth and earn-
ings improvement.

Mr. Dowens noted that at De-
cember 31, 2003 the Bank’s total
assets were $103,072,000, reflect-
ing an increase of $18,662,000 or
22 percent when compared with
total assets of $84,410,000 for the
same period a year ago. The bank’s
total  deposits also increased
$12,111,000 or 16 percent to
$89,628,000, while loans outstand-
ing increased $18,688,000 or 31

percent to $79,692,000.
For the year ended December

31, 2003, the Bank recorded net
income of $698,000 or $0.54 per
basic and diluted common share
compared with net income of
$56,000 or $0.05 per basic and
diluted common share a year ago.

The fourth quarter of 2003
showed strong results as well, with
net income at $193,000 or $0.11
per basic and diluted share com-
pared with $89,000 or $0.09 per
basic and common share for the
same period a year ago. Mr.
Dowens attributed the earnings im-
provements to “a higher level of
net interest income as a result of
the Bank’s growth.”

He added that the bank places
“constant emphasis on the deliv-
ery of quality customer service.
The bank owes its success,” he
added, “to the unwavering support
of our customers, our Board of
Directors, our Advisory Board
members, shareholders, and staff.”

The president noted that the bank
has posted “seven consecutive
quarters of profitability.” He added
that although national economic
uncertainty continues to dominate
the news of the country, “we re-
main prudently optimistic in our
ongoing emphasis on credit qual-
ity albeit in an environment of
mounting competition.”

With its main office at 520 South
Avenue and an in-town branch of-
fice at 44 Elm Street, the bank
provides a full range of commer-
cial bank services to residents, pro-
fessionals, and small businesses.
For additional information pertain-
ing to The Town Bank of Westfield,
please call (908) 301-0800 or visit
their website:www.townbank.com.


