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What do you get when you put
a Spanish-speaking lion, a French-
speaking crocodile, and an En-
glish-speaking (well, a Bronx dia-
lect, ya know what I’m saying?)
monkey on one stage? It’s called
Animal BAnimal BAnimal BAnimal BAnimal Babbleabbleabbleabbleabble,,,,, and it will be
performed at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford on Sunday,
March 7, at 1 p.m. It will be
presented by the Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Prrrrrojectojectojectojectoject,
and it’s free. You should be at least
four years old to attend.

* * * * * * *
A concert of choral favorites, IIIIIn-n-n-n-n-

spiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Sspiration and Consolation - Songsongsongsongsongs
of Sof Sof Sof Sof Springtimepringtimepringtimepringtimepringtime and Durufle’s RRRRRe-e-e-e-e-
quiemquiemquiemquiemquiem, will be performed on Sat-
urday, March 6, at 8 p.m. at Cen-
tral Presbyterian Church in Sum-
mit. Tickets are $18 - $20, and the
church is located at 70 Maple Street.
Call (973) 762-8488 or visit
www.summitchorale.org.

* * * * * * *
It’s the female version of TheTheTheTheThe

OOOOOdd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Coupledd Couple, although these days,
that phraseology may not be politi-
cally correct. Neil Simon’s comedy
has been re-written for Florence
and Olive, and comes complete
with two studs living upstairs. Per-
formances by the WWWWWestfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-estfield Com-
munity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Playlaylaylaylayersersersersers will be on March
6, 13, 20, 26 and 27, with benefit
shows on March 12 and 19. They’re
at 1000 North Avenue West, and
tickets are $12. Call the Box Office
for a 24-hour Ticket Tape at (908)
232-1221.

* * * * * * *
The Antioch Chamber Ensemble

will perform An EAn EAn EAn EAn Evvvvvening of Sening of Sening of Sening of Sening of Sa-a-a-a-a-
crcrcrcrcred Med Med Med Med Musicusicusicusicusic on Saturday, March 6,
at 8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal
Church, 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit. Selections will include TTTTTeeeee
DDDDDeumeumeumeumeum by Joseph Haydn, MMMMMiseriseriseriseriserererererereeeee
MMMMMeieieieiei by Antonio Allegri, and sacred
works by Tallis, Howells, Sowerby
and Leighton. Tickets are $15. For
more information, call (973) 819-
2135.

* * * * * * *
Director Ken Webb of Westfield

Community Players is holding open
auditions for Gore Vidal’s political
drama The BThe BThe BThe BThe Best Mest Mest Mest Mest Mananananan on Monday,
March 8, and Tuesday, March 9, at
7:30 p.m. Cast requirements range
from both men and women in their
20s to 60s. The show opens in May.
The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue West, but call for informa-
tion if you need more, at (908) 232-
9568.

SPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS RSPFHS Repereperepereperepertortortortortory y y y y TheaterTheaterTheaterTheaterTheater
WWWWWill Sill Sill Sill Sill Stage tage tage tage tage Les MLes MLes MLes MLes Miserablesiserablesiserablesiserablesiserables

MAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up atMAKEUP!…Laura Manziano, who plays Madame Thenardier, is being made up at
the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.the workshop taught by Metropolitan Opera makeup artist, Kevin Rawlings.

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Les
Miserables will open at 8 p.m. on
Thursday, March 18, at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
on Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, and
run for six performances.

The subsequent dates are Friday,
March 19 and Saturday, March 20, at
8 p.m., Sunday, March 21, at 3 p.m.,
Friday, March 26, at 8 p.m., and Sat-
urday, March 27, 8 p.m. Tickets are
available by calling (908) 322-9616.

This is the first season in which the
show, in a school edition released for
use by non-professionals, has been
available in this area.

SPFHS Choral Director Laurie
Wellman will be the producer, while
Tom Pedas of Cranford Public Schools
will serve as the director. Vincent
Turturiello is the Chairman of the
SPFHS Music Department, and
Durand Thomas, SPFHS instrumen-
tal music teacher, will conduct the pit
orchestra. Gisa DiIorio will direct the
choreography.

The show required more than 300

costumes. The stage setting with its
barricade consumed an estimated 400
person hours for salvaging materials
and construction.

Players in key roles include Ryan
Aspell as Marius, Devon Bonstein and
Laura Manziano as the innkeepers
Thenardier, Matthew Capodicasa as
Javert, Adam Corbin as Grantaire,
Abraham Hiatt as Jean Valjean, Tuan
Nguyen as Enjolras, Lauren Perrotta
as Eponine, Jill Prefach as Cosette and
Jackie Tumolo as Fantine.

Vangelis Dimopoulos, Jake Forrestal
and Daniel Pesin will share the role of
the young street urchin Gavroche, and
Jillian Gardner and Paige Mankin will
alternate as young Cosette.

The cast includes eight singers who
are 2003 All-State Chorus members
selected by the New Jersey State Music
Educators Association, and nine in the
prestigious All-Eastern Choir of the
American Choral Director’s Association.

Metropolitan Opera makeup artist
Kevin Rawlings provided an evening
of instruction to the cast.

PPPPPrrrrrogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Sogram of Americana Slatedlatedlatedlatedlated
BBBBBy My My My My Musical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Musical Club

of Westfield will present a concert on
Wednesday, March 10, at 8 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street,
focusing on the theme of Americana.

Deborah Brown of Manalapan will
perform three solo piano pieces —
Etude Tableau, Opus. 33, Number 4,
and Prelude, Opus 32, Number 12 by
Sergei Rachmaninoff. The Banjo by

Louis Moreau Gottschalk will follow
her performance.

Gottschalk, an American composer
born in New Orleans, incorporated in
his music the chants from Creoles and
African slaves of his native Louisiana.

F. Allen Artz of Elizabeth, who is also
a conductor and founder of the South
Mountain Chorale, will continue the
journey of American music in his pro-
gram entitled “The Testament of Free-
dom.”

Selections from Randall Thompson’s
Frostiana and The Testament of Free-
dom, spirituals including Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot, Nobody Knows and
Ain-a That Good News, and Stephen
Foster’s Beautiful Dreamer will be per-
formed by the chorale.

The program will also include Is-
land In Space, an astronaut’s words
looking at the earth from space set to
music by Kirke Mechem, Let the Lower
Lights be Burning, and When The
Saints Go Marching In as the final
selection.

Musical Club members performing
in the chorale, in addition to Artz, are
George Stralkus of Elizabeth and Elsa
Hahn of Edison.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served.

The Musical Club provides scholar-
ships to assist college students, who are
majoring in music and indicate finan-
cial need. To become an active or asso-
ciate member of the club, please con-
tact the membership chairperson at
(908) 232-2173.

SUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with oneSUPER SOPRANO…Westfield youngster Catalina Gaglioti stands with one
of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.of the judges from the Union County Vocal Excellence Competition.

GGGGGaglioti Saglioti Saglioti Saglioti Saglioti Swwwwweeps Countyeeps Countyeeps Countyeeps Countyeeps County’’’’’sssss
VVVVVocal Eocal Eocal Eocal Eocal Exxxxxcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contestcellence Contest

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Eleven-year-old
Catalina Gaglioti of Westfield won
the Union County Vocal Excellence
Competition on February 22. The
Little Opera Company of New Jer-
sey, an affiliate of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts of Westfield,
sponsored the contest.

Under the tutelage of Juan Pineda,
Catalina had to qualify through a
preliminary round to the finals where
she took first place in the 11- to 13-
age division with her rendition of
“Art Is Calling for Me,” from the
Enchantress.

The soprano’s performance so

moved the capacity crowd, that she
was also awarded the Audience
Choice Vocal Excellence Award.

The daughter of June and Amedeo
Gaglioti, Catalina is a fifth grader at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield.

She is a member of the Cranford-
based Celebration Singers, and a
member of the Children’s Choir at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, where she serves as
cantor for the children’s Masses.

An avid opera singer, Catalina
also plays the harp, flute and key-
board.

The OThe OThe OThe OThe Odd Couple dd Couple dd Couple dd Couple dd Couple Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Pararararartytytytyty
TTTTTo o o o o BBBBBenefit Genefit Genefit Genefit Genefit Girl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scoutsirl Scouts B B B B Branchranchranchranchranch
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The March 12

performance of The Odd Couple at
the Westfield Community Players
(WCP) theater will benefit the Girls
Scouts of Washington Rock Council.

The Westfield-based branch of the
Girl Scouts serves over 11,000 girls and
adults in surrounding communities.

The theater doors will open at 7
p.m. for refreshments and gift baskets,
while the curtain will rise at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $20 per person.

Based on Neil Simon’s Broadway
play, Florence and Olive replace their
male counterparts, Felix and Oscar,
thus putting a female spin on the
original dialogue and plot. Much of

the dialogue is taken line for line from
the male version. Some of the
character’s names are the same, and
instead of playing poker, the women
engage in a weekly game of Trivial
Pursuit.

In The Odd Couple, which is set in
Olive’s apartment, Florence’s husband
kicks her out and Olive takes her in.
Florence is neat, while Olive is messy.
The comedy ensues.

The WCP is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. For tickets, please
call (908) 232-3236 or send checks
made payable to: Girl Scouts of Wash-
ington Rock Council, 201 Grove
Street, East, Westfield, 07090.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

WWWWWelcome to Melcome to Melcome to Melcome to Melcome to Mooseporooseporooseporooseporooseport:t:t:t:t:
PPPPPopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Uopulation: Unfunnynfunnynfunnynfunnynfunny

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 POPCORN

How dare sitcom king Ray Romano
venture from the riffraff of TV to the
grandeur of the big screen? Why, it’s the
showbiz equivalent of trying to make it
from Dogpatch to Sutton Place, or so
Welcome to Mooseport’s multitude of early
detractors would leave you to believe.

Romano would stand a better chance
trying to traverse the river Styx. For, it’s a
class thing — the younger medium is still
viewed with the suspicion and disdain that
once attended the paperback.

But, let’s dispense with the Marxist-Leninist
take on director Donald Petrie’s political pas-
toral about a recently retired President (Gene
Hackman) who vies for the mayoralty against
Mooseport, Maine’s favorite son (Ray
Romano). Instead, look here to see the small-
town farce judged on its individual merits, or
lack thereof. For such is the sad case.

Still, one must resist the tendency to
pile on. Certainly, like some young gun-
slingers in the Old West looking to make
a reputation for themselves, there’ll be
those film critics ready to take self-serving
potshots at Welcome to Mooseport.

It’s easy, pardner. Save for the idea,
based on a story by Doug Richardson and
re-written for the screen by Tom Schulman,
there is very little to recommend it. More
interesting would be an analysis of how a
film with two Academy Award winners
and the nation’s top TV comic turned out
so obviously lackluster, so bereft of genu-
inely funny moments.

For Romano, it’s a missed opportunity.
Despite the one-trick pony he has ridden to
stardom, it isn’t necessarily charitable to
suspect that he can really act. We can
assume that, had he not achieved fame in
such gangbusters proportions, he might
have honed that talent. However, the sug-
gestion here is that the comedian didn’t
wish to veer too far from the perennially
dumbfounded good guy that has so richly
rewarded him.

Therefore, Harold “Handy” Harrison,
hardware store owner, plumber, and long
noncommittal beau to Dr. Sally Mannis
(Maura Tierney), veterinarian, could be
Raymond’s country cousin. Only he isn’t
very funny in this permutation…just awk-
ward and hard-put to get his feelings across.

Here’s the rub. Unlike Raymond, we
don’t love him. So who cares if former
President Monroe “Eagle” Cole, looking
to increase his popularity, and thus his
speaking tour profitability, decides to run
for mayor against Handy? And, who cares
if Hackman’s ex-chief executive also winds
up challenging Handy for Sally’s hand?

On the second count, only Grace
Sutherland, gal Friday to his eminence,
gives a hoot. Portrayed with uncharacteris-
tic lifelessness by Marcia Gay Harden, pe-
rennially loyal Grace has been counting on
her employer of 15 years to eventually
notice her amorous intentions. Consider
her scorned. Which explains why she sees to
it that the boss is no longer aided and
abetted by unseen Secret Service men in the
rough when he and Handy decide to resolve
all matters public and private on the links.

In case you haven’t noticed, this succes-
sor to the duel is fast becoming the way to
settle all conflicts in all movies. If your film
doesn’t have a golf match as the final arbiter,
you can’t be 100 percent sure of its medioc-
rity. But, they don’t come much more
mediocre than Welcome to Mooseport.

In fact, it is a movie born of mediocrity,
with each dull-edged scene certain to neither
offend nor entertain. Obvious at every junc-
ture is the deflating compromise evident in
practically all artistic ventures decided by
committee. It is so careful that it’s practically
invisible…and thus unmemorable. It is the
motion picture epitome of nothing ven-
tured, nothing gained.

The negative energy Romano employs

to assure his safe entry into Moviedom
should have been put to more confident
use. He might have demanded a more
suitable script … perhaps even one with
some jokes. It’s this dearth of engaging
dialogue and the talent it wastes that sounds
the death knell for Welcome to Mooseport.

Aside from failing to give Hackman and
Harden anything of particular interest to say,
the screenplay also neglects to supply Chris-
tine Baranski with the sort of bon mots that
can make a performance, and sometimes
even a movie. The star of the sub-text, she is
Charlotte Cole, the president’s ex-wife.

Former hubby represents her past, but the
shark-like stereotype sees his potential earn-
ings as her future. Expectedly, Charlotte’s
machinations toward that goal soon grow
old. Cynical, formerly married folk saddled
with alimony payments may masochistically
enjoy this comic reaffirmation of their plight.
But that’s assuming they have time between
day and night jobs to take in a movie.

At this very moment, in the executive
suite of some Hollywood studio, a producer
is scratching his head, saying, “I can’t figure
why people don’t like it. Americans love
golf…we put that in. Americans all com-
plain of money-grubbing ex-spouses. We
put that in. Americans are all wary of
disingenuous, egotistical politicians. We put
that in. Americans for the most part see
themselves the way Handy does: a regular,
somewhat uncertain soul, trying to do the
right thing despite the conflicts big and
small surrounding him. We put that in.
And finally, Americans love Raymond. So
we put that in. What more do they want?”

Actually, what we want in our movies is a
little thought. Some creativity might also
help.

Granted, the established system of formu-
laic cinema spewing isn’t quite foolproof.
Some films do indeed fail to return profits.
Maybe that’s a victory for the serious movie-
goer. However, there are Tinseltown pro-
ducers who should kneel down and kiss the
Hollywood Walk of Fame. Lousy films make
money. You don’t have to be Edward G.
Robinson to know that the fix is in, see?

That said, we continue to frequent the
Bijou, many of us doleful-eyed like swans
looking for their lost mate. Because we
know how good it can be, and that some-
times a worthy one slips through, makes it
despite the system, or manages a successful
end run. It’s a hopeful destination. And
you certainly can’t get there via Mooseport.

* * * * * * *
Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport,Welcome to Mooseport, rated PG-13,

is a 20th Century Fox release directed by
Donald Petrie and stars Gene Hackman,
Ray Romano and Marcia Gay Harden.
Running time: 111 minutes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Queen of Arts

ColorCutters  Cutting Markers

“Pool” by
Fiber Scraps

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pen & Ink

key Goes Skiing,” a picture book for
young children, was featured at the
Frankfurt International Book Fair in
Germany. Her second book, “Teach-
ing Love Life” is a book of poetry for
young adult and adult readers.

When she isn’t writing or giving
dramatic presentations of her books,
Nielsen serves as a substitute teacher
in the schools of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield.

On March 20, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
Nielsen will sign books at The Town
Book Store on East Broad Street in
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Nielsen
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Book Nook

should be somewhat consistent in-
stead of completely uninspired.

Thumbs up to eighth grader Rikki
Crowley for her painting of an exotic
woman in the window of Snapshots
on East Broad Street, as well as a trio of
vibrant leaf prints at Brunner Opti-
cians by Michael Poehling, Anna Felter
and Spencer Goldin.

Prospect Street’s Vincent’s Haircut-
ters and neighboring store windows
boast some well-done charcoal draw-
ings by Art I students. But, again,
most of the pieces lacked the attention
to line and detail that these students
should be exhibiting at this level.

No doubt this year’s exhibition of stu-
dent artwork was well-organized. The
pieces were placed in windows before
March 1, when, in previous years, they
were still being erected and arranged into
the first week. However, it is unclear how
the content did not measure up to the
marvelous works enjoyed in past years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Youth Art Mo.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attemptedCAREFUL CREATORS…Residents Mary Bemis and Doris Miller attempted
their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.their first scratch on practice boards before tackling a design on a sturdier surface.

to achieve a design.
Many of the residents seemed slightly

bewildered as they began to apply
what they had learned, but eventually
picked up the etching with greater
ease.

Doris Miller’s lighthouse on the prac-
tice scratchboard translated to another
nature-inspired theme on the real board
– a content fish making his way through
a bowl of water.

Mary Bemis pursued a silvery land-
scape, while Laura Brewer, who had
turned three leaves into turkeys dur-
ing her practice etching, brought a
seashell to life on the real board of
Masonite with clay. And, Matilda

Reitman etched a cluster of flowers,
accumulating deeper texture and de-
tail with her stylus each time she ex-
amined her work of art.

When members of the WAA Out-
reach Program announced that they
would next bring their talents to a
neighborhood council, WSHC resi-
dents asked if they could follow them
there now that the workshops at the
senior center had ended.

Much to the delight of residents,
they were invited to join as WAA
groupies — if you will – until the
workshops return again the WSHC to
encourage even more fun and compel-
ling art techniques in the future.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

WAA Workshop: Scratchboard

duced new ink lines – Illuma (vivid color
on dark papers) and Metal/Plastic (per-
manent ink on thin metal foils, and
other tricky papers). Three new styles of

“full page” templates have also been
released. Their products are available at
www.colorcutter.com.

DDDDDie-Cie-Cie-Cie-Cie-Cuts to Duts to Duts to Duts to Duts to Die Fie Fie Fie Fie For:or:or:or:or:
Meri Meri entered the scrapbooking

industry with the “Accents” collection,
rivaling the Jolee’s Boutique cutouts by
EK Success. Based in California and the
United Kingdom, the company designs
over 100 3-D fun and funky, timeless
pieces, generated with class and cute-
ness. Self-adhesive and individually pack-
aged, the accents cost $1.50 to $3.99. To
view them, visit www.merimeri.com,
but to buy them, shop at
www.lifetimemoments.com.

HHHHHanging banging banging banging banging by a y a y a y a y a ThrThrThrThrThreadeadeadeadead
On the Fringe manufactures over 600

embellishment products, including bead
and button assortments and Glitz in a
Bag (buttons/beads/charms/trims/good-
ies), all to match its Fibers in a Bag fiber
collection, which are all highly afford-
able. Small baggies keep the products
clean, orga-
nized, and
ready-to-use.

“Our cus-
tomers tell us
that jazzing up
their scrapbook
pages with em-
bellishments is
easier and more
fun with all our
color-coordi-
nated prod-
ucts,” explained Peggy Stillwagon, owner.
Her products can be purchased at
www.onthefringe.net.

Each collection of Fiber Scraps in-
cludes 21 yards, or 3 yards each of 7
different fibers for only $6.95, according
to Patricia Dusman of the Doylestown,
Pa. company. She designed some of the
collections to suit Chatterbox scrapbook
papers. Her Fiber Jewels collection con-
tains extra glitz, as sparkle and beading
are woven into every bunch.

* * * * * * *
EEEEEditorditorditorditorditor’’’’’s Ns Ns Ns Ns Note:ote:ote:ote:ote: Next week, in the

March 11 edition, more of the newest
scrapbooking supplies will be high-
lighted in “Queen of the Arts.”

lence as a reality – not a superficial
special effects campaign.

Last week, I had an interesting
e-mail correspondence with Kevin
Tedesco, the press contact for Andy
Rooney, the blathering bobblehead
who wraps up CBS’s sleep-a-thon
“60 Minutes.” I was responding to
Rooney’s charge (as he put on the
voice of God) that Gibson is not
only a “wacko” for daring to bring
this movie to fruition, but that he
(as God) was sorry he ever created
the actor/filmmaker.

Insisting that Rooney issue an
apology, Tedesco begged off, issuing
a politically-correct statement which
never addressed my initial complaint.
So, for Rooney and Tedesco, I offer
this sage bit from the Book of Wis-
dom, Chapter 11, Verse 24, to
counter the fallacy that God could
ever regret his creations: “For you
love all things that are and loathe
nothing that you have made; for
what you hated, you would not have
fashioned.”

Many colleagues and fellow edi-
tors, with which I have debated
this film, admit that they cannot
put their reactions to The Passion
into simple words. Indeed, this is
a challenge, but less a challenge to
define what it this cinematic ge-
nius is NOT: anti-Semitic, the end
of Gibson’s career, blasphemous,
or fraught with fiction. In fact,
Gibson has offered himself up as a
sacrifice to the wolves of Holly-
wood, who prefer to shun the truth,
rather than embracing it in a bold
effort to transform themselves.

Mr. Gibson, for those who hate
you and those who are swift to tear
down those who speak the truth,
“Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
That, my friend, is a reward greater
than any Oscar, peer approval or
positive letter to the editor any of us
could ever hope to attain. For, while
those “treasures” will tarnish and
yellow away, the greatest reward is
His Love.

What would you do if a leprechaun
showed up in your basement? It hap-
pened to Michael McKeever in “The
Leprechaun in the Basement” by Kathy
Tucker (Albert Whitman and Com-
pany, 1999).

FFFFFor or or or or YYYYYoung Aoung Aoung Aoung Aoung Adultsdultsdultsdultsdults
“The Wearing of the Green: A

History of St. Patrick’s Day” by Mike
Cronin and Daryl Adair (Routledge,
2001) traces the history of St. Patrick’s
Day from its medieval origins through
modern day festivities and parades.

So does “ Everything Irish: The His-
tory, Literature, Art, Music, People, and
Places of Ireland from A-Z” co-authored
by Lelia Ruckenstein and James
O’Malley, (Ballantine Books, 2003).

Reading about the saint and his
feast day is another way of honoring
St. Patrick and celebrating his holiday.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!


