
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 4, 2004 Page 13

Raiders 3-Peat, Claim 6 Champions; Blue Devils Claim 3,
Place Third at District 11 Wrestling Tournament

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

33 second pin and an 8-7 decision to
reach the finals.

“It’s amazing. I planned it all
along,” joked Nudell. “First time I
got on the mat, I wanted to win.”

Silber held three clinics. First, he
demonstrated how to pin a person in
1:04 using an “ankle” half nelson.
Second, he practiced a series of
takedowns and mixed them with a
few tilts to record a 20-5, tech fall in
2:25. Third, in the finals, he nearly
duplicated his second bout by re-
cording a 22-7, tech fall in 1:50 over
Rahway’s Alex Allman.

“I wanted to tech him in the first
period and show all the stuff I can do
in the regions,” revealed Silber.

Bachi began his march with a 38
second pin then defeated Linden’s
Nick Dutto, 12-5, in the semis, but
not without some difficulty.

“I might have taken him a little bit
lightly. He’s tough and hard nosed. It
was definitely a wakeup call for me,”
said Bachi.

In the finals, Bachi turned it on in
the third period to pin Elizabeth’s
Marquis Maples in 5:07 with an
Olympic arm bar.

“I wasn’t doing as good as I would
have liked to in neutral (position),
but now I know what I have to work
on,” said Bachi humbly.

Blue Devil Rob Mench (105-lbs),
healing from an injured elbow, won
his first two bouts by fall, using a tight
cradle. Both pins came in the first
period. In the finals, Mench scored a

takedown and a three-point near fall
in the first period, added another
takedown in the second, but his con-
ditioning got to him a bit in the third
period as he won a 7-3 decision over
Johnson’s Anthony Priore.

“It affected my conditioning a little
because I couldn’t practice,” said
Mench of his injury. “But it affected
my offense a lot because I’m mostly
a right-hand shot and I couldn’t do
anything with my right hand.”

Blue Devil Tom DelDuca (147-lbs)
received a first round bye then de-
feated Raider AJ Watson, 8-2, in the
semis. In the finals, DelDuca scored a
first period takedown and a third pe-
riod escape to top the rangy John
Rapczak of Roselle Catholic, 3-1.

Still nursing a shoulder injury,
DelDuca said, “I could only do cer-
tain shots on each side, so I waited
until they came. I put the pain out of
the way and did whatever I could.”

Watson scored a third period fall
over Rahway’s Carlos Nicasio to take
third and advance to the regions.

Blue Devil Lee Tomasso (154-lbs)
used a double arm bar to pin his first
opponent then used an Olympic arm
bar to pin Raider Pedro Coyt in 1:34
in the semis. Coyt finished third with
a fall in 1:10 over Linden’s Eric
Meikle. Tomasso then found some
sweet revenge when he scored a third
period takedown to edge Cranford’s
Pat Hogan, 8-7, for the title. Hogan
had defeated Tomasso in the Union
County Tournament.

“I was still pretty good on my feet.
Once I got around behind him in that
standing position, there’s no way I
was going down two times. I got to
give him credit, that kid never gets
tired,” said Tomasso.

Blue Devil Sammy Kramer (114-
lbs) reached the semis with a double
grapevine, step over fall in 2:10 then
edged Raider Sal Gano, 4-2, to reach
the finals were he was defeated, 9-4,
by Rahway’s Ryan Wilson.

After his tough bout with Gano,
Kramer commented, “I expected him

to come out tougher than last time. I
was planning on shooting all day on
him. After he spun around me pretty
quick, I knew he was looking for my
shot, so I just went for the win.”

Raider Ronnie Ferrara (121-lbs)
recorded a 56 second fall and a 10-6
decision to reach the finals where he
was defeated via fall by Rahway’s
Darrion Caldwell, ranked No. 1 in
the state. Raider heavyweight An-
drew Loomis recorded a 4:56 fall
over Blue Devil Nick Gismondi then
won a 9-0 decision over bruiser
Darnell Butler of Rahway to reach
the finals where he was defeated, 16-
4, by Linden’s Ronnell Orr.

Blue Devil Colin Willard placed
third at 173-lbs and Raider Dave
DeNichilo (105-lbs) was locked in
a scoreless bout for third place but
lost, reportedly, by injury default.
Raider Head Coach John Scholz
was named District 11 Coach of
the Year.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 285, 2.
Rahway (R) 197, 3. Westfield (W) 167, 4.
Linden (L) 161, 5. Cranford (C) 156, 6.
Elizabeth (E) 68, 7. Johnson (J) 64.5, 8.
Roselle Catholic (RC) 34, Shabazz 12

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
105: — Mench (W) d. Priore (J), 7-3
114: — Wilson (R) d. Kramer (W), 9-4
121: — Caldwell (R) p. Ferrara (S), 2:36
127: — McCray (R) d. Francavilla (S),
Double OT, Criteria
132: — S. Mineo (S) tf. Santori, 20-3, 3:27
137: — P. Mineo (S) d. Taglia (C), 8-5
142: — Connolly (S) tf. Principato (L), 20-
3, 3:23

147: — DelDuca (W) d. Rapeczak, (RC), 3-1
154: — Tomasso (W) d. Hogan (C), 8-7
162: — Nudell (S) p. Shaffer (W), 3:37
173: — Silber (S) tf. Allman (R), 22-7, 1:50
191: — Bachi (S) p. Maples (E), 5:07
217: — Steve Carbone (C) d. Andre
Neblett (R), 14-8
Hwt: — Orr (L) md. Loomis (S), 16-4

THIRD PLACE CONSOLATIONS:
105: — Rahman Fuquan (E) won injury
default over DeNichilo (S)
114: — Eric Ogada (E) d. Gano (S), 3-2
121: — Ralph Celestin (L) md. Jeff Lim
(J), 14-5
127: — Bill Cooper (L) d. Steve
Chencharik (C), 3-2
132: — Anthony Crecca (C) p. Craig
Hewit (W), 1:26
137: — Mark Horzepa (L) md. Mike Coler
(J), 8-0
142: — Mike Dillon (C) p. Justin Racelis
(R), 5:48
147: — Watson (S) p. Nicasio, 5:31
154: — Coyt (S) p. Meikle (L), 1:10
162: — Kareem Absolu (L) p. Steve Ferrao
(C), 5:30
173: — Willard (W) won forfeit
191: — Dutto (L) d. Chris Johnson (W), 16-14
217: — Julio Lopereno (L) p. Marc
Fabiano (S), 1:10
Hwt: — Chris Venditti (C) p. Butler (R), 4:48

THOMAS SCORES 24, GRABS 6 BOARDS

Raider Hoopmen Sputter,
Stalled by Eastside, 62-58

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding out where improvement is
needed and fine-tuning your strength
is essential while preparing for the
state playoffs. The (14-8) Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team got some insight on
its strength and weaknesses when it
dropped a, 62-58, decision to 12-11
Newark Eastside in Scotch Plains on
February 26.

The Raiders held a nine-point half-
time lead and controlled the tempo of
the game. Their passing and shooting
was on target and the defense ap-
peared solid. The second half was a
disaster for the Raiders, committing
22 turnovers, 14 fouls and having the
big man (center Derrick Caracter) in
foul trouble and on the bench early in
the third quarter. The Red Devils spot-
ted the opportunity, rallied and struck
down the listless Raiders.

Raider sophomore center Lance
Thomas popped in 24 points to lead all
scorers and added seven assists. Addi-
tionally, Thomas harvested six re-
bounds. Equally effective was Caracter
who rolled in 14 points, eight in the
first quarter, grabbed eight rebounds
and intimidated the opposition with
four blocks. Red Devil seniors James
Williams and Eshan Robinson com-
bined for a total of 32 points and Corey
Chandler dropped in 10 points.

The Raiders tuned up on inside
pass playing and fast breaks to take a

22-13 lead in the first quarter. Tho-
mas and Caracter bucketed eight
points each. The tide shifted some-
what in the second quarter when
Caracter’s physical aggressiveness
under the boards brought about his
third foul. Then, the Red Raiders got
patient and forced the Raiders to
stretch their zone. By the end of the
quarter, each team scored 10 points.
Senior forward Mike Walker dropped
in six-points, Thomas accounted for
three and Caracter hit one of two
from the stripe as the Raiders toted a
32-23 lead into the locker room.

The Red Raiders took advantage of
turnovers and inconsistency in the
third quarter, when Caracter was
forced to take a seat after committing
his fifth personal, and stunned the
Raiders with an 18-12 rally to trim the
lead to three, 44-41.

That three-point deficit was elimi-
nated in the fourth quarter when the
Red Raiders gained the upper hand in
offensive rebounds and were more
effective and successful penetrating
the inside, resulting in a 21-14 surge.
Williams was deadly, hitting the tar-
get five consecutive times, including
a 3-pointer from outside of the perim-
eter. Thomas remained successful in-
side and scored six points. Raider
Mike Johnson hit three-of-four from
the paint and junior guard Lakiem
Lockery connected from downtown.
East Side 13 10 18 21 62
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 22 10 12 14 58

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING HIS SECOND TITLE…Blue Devil Tom DelDuca, top, won his
second District 11 crown by topping Roselle Catholic’s John Rapczak, 3-1, in the
147-lb title bout. Last year, DelDuca beat Rapczak, 3-1, in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN QUITE A BATTLE…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, and Rahway’s Ed
McCray were locked in a scoreless tie until McCray won the 127-lb title bout in
a 30 second, double overtime ride out. See another picture on page 14.

WESTFIELD                  $474, 900

Wonderful open floor plan.  This charming Cape Cod has four bedrooms and two baths.  A
gorgeous eat-in-kitchen done in 2002 has granite countertops, cherry cabinets and hard-
wood floors.  Two zone heat and CAC, new windows throughout, alarm system, hot tub,
basement recreation room and play room. (052009359)

WESTFIELD                  $859,900

Four bedroom, two and one half bath Center Hall Colonial.  Family room, country kitchen
and large screened porch overlooks private lush grounds.  Entertainment sized living room
with fireplace.  Beautiful finished entertainment room. (052009313)

WESTFIELD                  $789,900

Colonial with Great floor plan.  Living room, formal dining room, family room with wood
burning fireplace, central vacuum, huge eat-in kitchen, study, laundry / mud room on first
floor.  Master bedroom with master bath / whirlpool, three additional bedrooms and bath.
Great dead end  property 100 x 100.  (052009226)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $549,900

Well maintained Colonial Split situated on a tranquil tree-lined street.  This home features
three bedrooms, two newer full baths, an updated kitchen, hardwood floors and central air.
The lower level has a large family room and an office / den with sliders to the fenced rear
yard.  Just moments from schools, shops, recreation & transportation.  Make this home yours
today!  (052009365)

Move Right In! Henry West Expanded Cape

Impressive - Built by Newman Private Setting

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOCKING THE SHOT…Raider center Derrick Caracter, right, blocks the
shot of a Red Raider. Eastside rallied to beat the Raiders, 62-58.


