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SP-F RAIDERS TOTAL 285, RAHWAY TOTALS 197, WESTFIELD TOTALS 167

Raiders Claim 6 Champs, Devils Get 3
At District 11 Wrestling Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly every major tournament
will have its surprises and it was no
surprise when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
claimed its third-straight District 11
title in Westfield on February 28;
however, it was a surprise when one
of the Raiders’ most heralded wres-
tlers was upset in the finals. The
Raiders totaled 285 team points and
claimed six champions. Rahway
placed second with 197 points with
three champs and Westfield had a
fine tournament, placing third with
167 points and claiming three
champs.

The Raiders advanced all 14 wres-
tlers to the semifinals, presented nine
in the finals and qualified 11 for the
Region 3 tournament. The Blue Dev-
ils advanced eight to the semis, pre-
sented five in the finals and qualified
six for the regions.

To no surprise, Raiders Steve
Mineo (132-lbs), Eric Connolly (142-
lbs), Andrew Silber (173-lbs) and
Charlie Bachi (191-lbs) claimed
crowns but the pleasant surprises were

the efforts of Pat Mineo (137-lbs)
and Yoav Nudell (162-lbs) who leaped
from their second-seed position to
take top honors.

The shocker came when top-
seeded Raider Derek Francavilla,
ranked fourth in the state, was
nipped by rideout in double over-

time by Rahway’s Ed McCray. Af-
ter neither wrestler scored in regu-
lation and, neither could gain a
takedown in the first overtime,
McCray, having won the coin toss,
chose top and rode Francavilla for
the required 30 seconds. McCray
was named the tournament’s Out-

standing Wrestler.
Steve Mineo, who reached the fi-

nals by recording a fall and a techni-
cal fall, was very keyed up after
Francavilla’s upset and literally de-
stroyed Rahway’s Jon Santoni via,
20-3, 3:27, technical fall to claim his
third District 11 title. He was ecstatic
when his younger brother Pat, a fresh-
man, scored two takedowns and a
two-point tilt in the final period to
defeat Cranford’s Chris Taglia, 8-5,
for the title.

“I was very surprised that Mr.
McCray did such an excellent job of
shutting down of Derek’s offense. I
was hoping there wasn’t some kind
of a funk going through the gym, so
I just had to go out and perform my
A Game. My brother knocked me
right off my feet. I was totally im-
pressed. He’s usually the one being
proud of me, but I’m speechless. I’m
so proud of him,” said Steve Mineo.

“As soon as I went out there, I
knew I had to wrestle tough. I got a
lot of confidence from my brother.
As the year has progressed, I ma-
tured more as a high school wres-
tler,” said Pat Mineo.

Connolly, who had been superb all
season, kept his New Jersey slate
clean with a first-period fall in the
semis then by tallying a series of near
falls to seize a 20-3, tech fall in 3:23
over Linden’s Dom Principato for
the title.

Ready for the next step, Connolly
accessed, “Some moves were a little
rusty but my shape is good, I feel
great. I feel confident.”

Nudell pinned his first opponent in
3:20 with a corkscrew, added an-
other fall in 3:14 then pinned Blue
Devil Andrew Shaffer in 3:37 to grab
the 162-lb crown. Shaffer recorded a

JOHNSON CONSIDERS RETIREMENT

Blue Devil Boys Capture
20th State Swim Crown
Since 1958, the Westfield High

School boys swimming team has been
chasing a public school swimming
record of 19 state championships set
by Trenton in 1957. On February 29
(Leap Year), the No. 5 Blue Devils
broke that record, leaping to their
20th state title, by defeating No. 8
Cherry Hill East, 90-80, for the state
Public A championship at the Col-
lege of New Jersey.

Senior Chris Heinen touched first
in two individual events and swam
on two first-place relay teams. Heinen
touched the wall in 48.79 to win the
100-yard freestyle, followed by Ryan
Bartholomew at 49.57, and finished
the 200-freestyle in 1:50.44. Teamed
with Tim Kolenut, Bartholomew and
Brandon Cuba, he anchored the win-
ning 200-freestyle relay that won
with a time of 1:32.72. Josh
Schoenfeld, Dan Chabanov, Kolenut
and Heinen won the 400-freestyle
relay with a time of 3:22.4.

Schoenfeld won the 500-freestyle
in 5:01.82 and got a key third-place

finish from Andrew Prunesti who
touched in 5:12.92. Bartholomew
touched first in the 50-freestyle with
a time of 22.25. Graham Parker
(CHE) won the 100-breaststroke at
1:00.13 and the 200-individual med-
ley with a time of 1:59.79. Allan
Chan touched first in the 100-butter-
fly at 53.41 and Devin Camfield won
the 100-backstroke in 53.55.
Camfield, Parker, Chan and Zach
Osheroff claimed first in the 200-
medley relay with a time of 1:39.92.

Through all the joy of establishing
a new record, however, it may be the
end of an era for the Blue Devils,
whose Head Coach, Bruce Johnson,
has been considering retirement af-
ter 11 years at the helm. Last year,
Johnson’s boys overwhelmed Cherry
Hill East (CHE), 109-61, in the Pub-
lic A championship to tie Trenton’s
record.

Like last year, the Blue Devil boys
experienced a triumphant police and
firemen’s escort through the streets
of Westfield.

GILLOOLY HITS 24, KLIMOWICZ, 16; HARRIS NETS 14

Raiders Stop Vikings, 65-43,
Claim 1st UCT Hoops Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team put on
one of its best shows of the season
and walked off the court with a, 65-
43, victory over fierce rival Union
Catholic to capture its first Union
County Tournament championship
at Roselle Catholic on February 27.
The Raiders did what they had been
working and striving for so hard.
Win! Win on defense! Win on of-
fense!

“This is really special! This is re-
ally nice!” said Raider Head Coach
Brian Homm. “This is a first for me
and it’s really exciting to be part of a
team that had set its goals high. They
were determined to win it all this
year and they accomplished that goal
through hard work, unity and dedi-
cation against a very, very good Union
Catholic team. (Maura) Gillooly was
unbelievable today; she put us over
the top, but it was a total team effort.”

Junior forward Gillooly put on a
show with four 3-pointers for a ca-

reer-high 24 points.
“We came out with the mind set

that we were controlling the tempo
of the game early and playing a
physically strong game,” said
Gillooly.

Junior center Hillary Klimowicz
lit up the scoreboard with 16 points
while dominating the glass with four
blocks and five rebounds. Junior
guard Jenny Burke, who comple-
mented her dogged man-to-man de-
fense with five steals, was part of a
balanced effort that gave the Raiders
the spark they needed with eight
points and dished a game-high 10
assists. Equally effective was senior
Jen Russell who rolled in six points,
had 10 assists, grabbed six rebounds
and stole five Vikings basketballs.

“I will remember this always, I’m
truly excited,” said Russell. “Playing
on a Raider team that works as hard
and believes in itself as much as we
do, we deserved this. We knew from
the beginning of the season what we
needed to accomplish and we did it,
together. I’m so proud and happy.”

Junior guard Liz DeCataldo, who
supplied the Raiders with six points,
also did an impressive job defen-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 11 MAT CHAMPIONS…Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, top picture,
controls Cranford’s Pat Hogan en route to the 154-lb crown. Tomasso won last
year at 147-lbs. Raider Steve Mineo, bottom picture, picks up his third District
11 crown after demolishing Rahway’s Jon Santoni, 20-3, in the 132-lb title bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A CROSS BODY…Blue Devil Rob Mench, top, has Johnson’s
Anthony Priore wrapped in a leg ride in the 105-lb title bout. Mench won, 7-3.

Goods & Services You Need!

  

  

QUATECHA
I R R I G A T I O N  S Y S T E M S

Drip Systems  •  Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820

“Not All Irrigation Systems Are Alike.”

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups and Shut-Offs
Guaranteed Immediate Response  •  Fully Licensed & Insured

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY HOOPS CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls huddle together after defeating cross-town rival Union Catholic, 65-43, in
the Union County girls basketball championship game on February 27.


