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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Commencement Held
For WHS Class of 2004

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

“Seven-hundred-twenty-four,”
began Westfield High School
(WHS) Senior Class President
Hannah Burke. She explained that
the number did not reflect the
amount of food sold at the high
school cafeteria’s Fast Lane or the
number of papers that WHS teach-
ers assigned, but that it was the
number of days that the graduating
class had spent together in high
school.

“Seven-hundred-twenty-four is
what binds us,” she said. “It is our
high school experience. You see,
we all have something in common
– we made it.”

After 724 days of high school,
the 356 members of the Westfield
High School Class of 2004 gradu-
ated in a ceremony held Monday
night at Kelher Stadium.

After Ms. Burke’s opening
speech, Student Council President
Carolyn Harbough spoke about the
physical and emotional transfor-
mations that the class had seen each
other through and acknowledged
the teachers, coaches and adminis-
trators who helped them along the
way.

She told her classmates that in
them she saw “individuals who will
in one way or another impact the
era we are about to enter.”

“Enjoy today, remember yester-
day, and best wishes for tomorrow,”
she said.

WHS Principal Robert Petix
geared his remarks towards assaults
on free speech. He discussed the
idea of “political correctness,” the
use of “I’m offended by that re-
mark” to halt discussions, govern-

ment allowance of large media con-
glomerations of power and the gov-
ernment itself as threats to free
speech.

The inspiration for his comments,
he said, came from a conversation
in which the president of a major
university cited “acceptance of the
belief that events are beyond their
control and disinterest in anything
that does not affect them personally
and immediately” as the mood
among college students.

“All policies and decisions made
by your government affect you, the
quality of your life, your future and
your freedom,” he said. “It is in-
cumbent on each of you to ensure
that we remain the land where
speech is the most free.”

Matt Sklar, a 1991 graduate of
WHS, delivered the Commence-
ment Address. Mr. Sklar attended
the Juliard School of Music and
began his Broadway career as the
keyboardist for “Les Miserables”
at age 17. He has since gone on to
conduct several Broadway musi-
cals, and he also composes original
music for the stage, television and
film.

Mr. Sklar, whom Dr. Petix in-
vited to speak based on the “wealth
of musical talent” among members
of the graduating class, addressed
the graduates and spoke about the
blend of freedom, responsibility and
consequences that they will encoun-
ter in the next chapters of their
lives.

“It is time to unleash who you are
on the world,” he said. “Now that
your slate is clean, take chances
with what you write on it. Take big
chances.”

Freeholders Approve Amendment
To Solid Waste Management Plan

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Union County Freeholder
Regular Meeting held on June 17, the
Freeholder board passed an amend-
ment to an ordinance concerning the
Union County District Solid Waste
Management Plan. Under the amend-
ment, Waste Management of New
Jersey, Inc. will be included in the
plan and can accept certain types of
non-recycled solid waste types. It was
also revealed that the disposal cost
has risen from $69.61 per ton to
$105.82 per ton.

Several garbage haulers attended
the meeting, but their concern was
not so much the amendment as it was
the overall administration of the plan.

Fabio Ariano, a garbage hauler
within Union County, could not fig-
ure out why it was so much more
expensive to dispose of trash in Union
County than in to Essex and
Middlesex Counties. He was later
told that unlike the other counties,
Union County does not have its own
landfill.

Peter Farino, another garbage
hauler, also had a hard time figuring
out why one such hauler seemed to
follow different procedures than the
ones in place within Union County.

“Every small hauler in Union
County wants to know what’s going
on,” said Mr. Farino.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting Republican free-
holder candidate Bruce Paterson
spoke out against the Freeholders. He
expressed great disdain over a county-
sponsored newspaper sent to Union
County residents. Several of the free-
holders, including Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, responded directly to Mr.
Patterson’s remarks.

Mr. Paterson voiced his initial criti-
cism over the “Union County Direc-
tions” newspaper that went out to all
county residents last week. The news-
paper, which is published by the Union
County Alliance, serves as an addi-
tional source of information for
county residents. However, Mr. Pater-
son labeled the paper as nothing more
than “political propaganda” aimed at

re-electing Freeholder John Wohlrab.
Freeholder Wohlrab replaced Free-

holder Nicholas Scutari this past year,
and Mr. Paterson is running against
Wohlrab for one of four freeholder
seats up for grabs.

Mr. Paterson felt that the freeholder
appeared in the newspaper too many
times; in his opinion, it simply served
as campaign literature. The Republi-
can candidate did not appreciate pho-
tographs of Freeholder Wohlrab “talk-
ing to horses” and “clapping on mara-
thon people.”

“I can’t see that being a coinci-
dence. So obviously, you had some
type of editorial or content control of
this (paper), and corrupted it to be
liberal,” said Mr. Paterson.

Mr. Paterson also criticized Free-
holder Mary Ruotolo, who had previ-
ously admonished him for comments

Downtown Property Owner Says
Deck Plan Has Legal Implications

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Monday night’s meeting of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), members of Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible De-
velopment (WECARE) voiced their

concerns at the end of the meeting
over the parking development issue.
Cory Mermer, a member of
WECARE, began by commending
the mayor and council for calling for
a referendum.

“This was the right decision and
they deserve a lot of credit for initiat-
ing this process that will finally as-
certain the will of their constituents,”
he said.

Joe Spector, a downtown property
owner and member of the DWC, com-
mented on the recent decision by the
mayor and council to continue for-
ward with a Northside deck only by
saying, “It’s very surreal and unfortu-
nate.” He also stated that there might
be legal implications related to the
mayor’s recent actions.

However, it was not clear whether
he was referring to the cancellation of
the South Avenue project or the refer-
endum. When asked to clarify by
Frank Arena, representative for the
mayor, Mr. Spector said that the legal
implications he was referring to are
two-fold.

First, he said the developer could
have legal recourse against the town.
In addition, Mr. Spector stated that
property owners might also seek le-
gal action against the town. He con-
tinued by saying that since the Town
of Westfield has spent approximately
$1 million on the studies leading to
this point, property owners could sue
for some kind of tax relief so they
wouldn’t have to pay for studies done
on a project that was never com-
pleted.

In the past, the mayor and town
council have said that the town had no
obligation and could walk away from
the project at any time. Councilman
Larry Goldman, who also sits on the
DWC Board, refused to comment on

this, either as a councilman or as an
attorney.

DWC Chairman Alan DeRose re-
mained neutral on the issue saying,
“There are different points of view
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MS Search for New Chief
School Admin. Suspended

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
President Peter Goggi announced that
the search for a new chief school ad-
ministrator has been suspended. “After
much consideration, the Board has de-
cided to discontinue the search for a
Chief School Administator,” he said.

The board has appointed Interim
Principal Walter Rusak as acting Chief
School Administrator (CSA) until a
replacement is found. Current CSA
Dr. Gerard Schaller resigned effec-
tive June 2004.

In other news, the insulation for the
HVAC unit at Beechwood School is
being blamed for the “earthy” odor
that caused the evacuation of two
first-grade classrooms this spring. The
insulation will be replaced and the
unit will be turned back on in the near
future.

The NJASK test results were re-
ceived and Dr. Schaller announced
that the fourth-grade test showed 100

percent proficiency in language arts.
When the math results were read plac-
ing the students at 91 percent profi-
cient, those in attendance answered
with a round of applause. In the past,
Mountainside students have struggled
in math.

A motion was made to approve a
contract to Vogel Bus Company, Inc.
to provide transportation for the 2004-
05 school year. The motion was
amended to incorporate penalties into
the contract for poor service. Penal-
ties will be implicated by Board Ad-
ministrator Paul Vizzuso for such
things as being late, safety violations
and failure to pick up students.

The board denied the request from
music teacher Peggy Valenti for a
one-year leave of absence for the
2004-05 school year. Dr. Schaller
commented on the board’s refusal to
grant the motion, saying, “You will
loose a great music teacher if you
don’t approve this.”

Dr. Schaller, acting as CSA for the

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
LINING UP...Members of the Class of 2004 at Westfield High School lined up
at Kehler Stadium on Monday night for the comencement ceremony. Many
donned the red apples that were given to them when they began kindergarten
in Westfield.

 Ben Solomon  for The Westfield Leader
356 HATS OFF...The 356 members of the class of 2004 celebrated the end of
commencement by throwing thier hats in the air. The graduation ceremony
was held on Monday night at Kehler Stadium.

THE MUPPETS TAKE ELM STREET...Children and adults alike enjoyed the
car show on Elm and Quimby Streets in downtown Westfield last week. Pictured
is a classic taxi cab with Muppet Animal in the driver’s seat and Sesame Street’s
Ernie perched atop the hood. The show was sponsored by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.

MS BOE Will Not
Offer Admin. Post
To Dr. C. Simone

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation President Peter Goggi an-
nounced Tuesday night that Dr.
Cheryl Simone, the board’s can-
didate for the position of Chief
School Administrator (CSA),
would not be offered the job.

The search for a new CSA be-
gan this spring with the forma-
tion of a Criteria Committee com-
prised of a cross section of the
community, including parents,
teachers, administrators and com-
munity members. Recently, the
search was narrowed down to
three candidates and two weeks
ago, the board announced that a
finalist had been chosen.

On Tuesday, June 15, Dr.
Simone was introduced to the
community as the board’s candi-
date for the position.

Dr. Simone resigned from the
South Hunterdon School District
effective June 30, 2004. Infor-
mation reported in the Cranberry
Press attributes a petition signed
by 180 parents of the South
Hunterdon School District as the
cause of her resignation.

The petition in part cited the
administration’s failure to build
an alliance in the community,
dividing rather than unifying a
district and the community’s lack
of confidence and/or support for
the administration. The petition
also stated that situations exist at

Pending Rail Freight Increase
Could Impact County Railways

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because of the New York/New Jer-
sey Port Authority’s plans to qua-
druple both rail freight movement
and overall movement of cargo con-

tainers from 2.3 million to 8.8 million
per year, Union County’s rail traffic
could be impacted due to the local rail
line interconnections.

The closing of the Fresh Kills gar-
bage dump in Staten Island is forcing
New York City to increase the amount
of garbage being shipped across New
Jersey to Pennsylvania. With the in-
crease in shipments, existing and pre-
viously abandoned rail lines could be
impacted, including rail freight traf-
fic along the Westfield and Clark bor-
der.

Work is ongoing in Cranford to
reestablish the Staten Island and
Rahway Valley lines from Linden to
Summit, which runs through Roselle,
Roselle Park, Union, Kenilworth,
Springfield and Summit. A line from
Linden to Summit could connect with
the Erie Lackawanna commuter line
to Morristown and eventually out to
Pennsylvania.

Last year, Union County officials
said that service on the Rahway Val-
ley and Staten Island rail lines would
be reactivated after over 10 years of
inactivity. Anger over the reactiva-
tion spurred Kenilworth residents Jo
Ann Dillon and Carol Westervelt to

preside over the Coalition to Stop the
Train, formed to halt the building of
the Linden-to-Summit Line. Since
2002, Kenilworth, Springfield,
Roselle Park and Summit adopted
resolutions opposing the reactivation
of the abandoned railroad.

Union County public affairs agents,
John Salerno and Sebastian D’Elia,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times that the restarting of service on
the Rahway Valley and Staten Island
lines has nothing to do with shipping
waste and is an old issue. They said it
is not viable to ship garbage at 25
mph down a short line that goes
through residential areas.

They told The Leader/Times that
Union County has a three-year provi-
sion in the 10-year contract with M&E
Railroad (Morristown & Eerie) that
ensures that trains would run only
three to five times per week with a
maximum of 15 cars. Also, the con-
tract states that companies could only
ship certain materials.

County spokespersons invited The
Leader to review the county’s agree-
ment with M&E such as to alleviate
citizens’ fears that the line will be
used to ship waste.

Calls placed to the NJDOT and
M&E were not returned as of press
time.

In addition to revitalizing the
Rahway Valley and Staten Island rail
lines, the DOT proposed building a
second freight track from Edison to
Bound Brook that could handle the
increased shipments and fix the bottle-
neck on the Lehigh Valley Line, which
runs to Trenton and Pennsylvania.

Edison resident Stewart Weiss and
his organization, the Inman Railroad
Committee, actively oppose the
changes to the Lehigh Valley Line. In
addition, the group opposes further
construction, funding and approval
for the line running from Linden to
Summit.

According to Mr. Weiss, the group
opposes these changes because freight
trains presently block railroad cross-
ings for approximately three hours
per day on the Lehigh Valley line
alone.

Mr. Weiss has notified local mu-
nicipalities and Governor James
McGreevey of the dangers of reacti-
vating rail service.

“The freight system is an octopus,”
Mr. Weiss said. “The head is the Port
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Johnson Appointed School
Chief Technology Officer

WESTFIELD — Hal Johnson has
been named Chief Technology Of-
ficer (CTO) for the Westfield Public
Schools, with unanimous approval
by the Westfield Board of Education.

This position, new to the district,
includes the management and direc-
tion of the Westfield Public School
district’s technology, telecommuni-
cations, support operations and stra-
tegic planning of technology initia-
tives.

Mr. Johnson, who began his career
in the Westfield Public Schools as a
mathematics teacher at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in 1968, rose to
mathematics supervisor at Edison
Intermediate School in 1978. In 1989,
he was named mathematics supervi-
sor at Westfield High School (WHS),
a position he maintained through this
school year.

His interest and training in tech-
nology brought him the added re-
sponsibility as WHS Network Man-
ager in 1998. He maintained both the
mathematics and networking tech-
nology supervisory responsibilities
through June of 2004.

Dr. Regina Kizcek, who has been
Supervisor of K-8 mathematics since
1999, succeeds Mr. Johnson. She has
accepted the newly approved K-12
mathematic supervisor position.

Mr. Johnson holds both a Bachelor

of Science degree in Mathematics/
Secondary Education and a Master’s
Degree in Education Administration
from Pennsylvania State University.
He is a certified Novell engineer and
Cisco network administrator.

“Hal has been a tremendous asset
to the district,” noted Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley. “I look
forward to his vision and expertise in
restructuring our technology efforts
district-wide.”

Mr. Johnson was selected from
more than 25 candidates who applied
for the CTO position. The new post
and restructuring recommendations
resulted from a study conducted by
an outside consultant affiliated with
New Jersey Institute of Technology
who reviewed the technology opera-
tions of the district.

Hal Johnson
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Roasted Turkey
Virginia Ham

Smoked Salmon

Bountiful Salad Bar:
Greek Salad
Caesar Salad
Mixed Greens

Assorted Extras
too much to mention!

Buffet:
Sausage & Peppers

Loin of Pork
Penne Vodka

Viennese Table
5 Hot Seafood Dishes

Shrimp, Clams, Oysters, Chef Carved Turkey, Prime Ribs, Ham,
Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Elegant Seafood & Buffet Brunch Starting at 11:00am

Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Every Sunday  11:00am to 3:00pm    (Includes Champagne Mimosas)

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
to reserve your seat today!

  
 

 
   

      
   

$ per child
(plus tax & gratuity)995 $1995per adult

(plus tax & gratuity)

$2495per adult
(plus tax & gratuity)

A LA CARTE DINNERS FROM $11.95

LUNCHES FROM $6.95 • CHILDREN FROM $4.95

UNBEATABLE GREEK SALAD BAR

Elegant Seafood & Brunch Buffet Starting at 11:00am

No more lost 
pool towel.

Bring yours in 
to be embroidered.

Mother & Baby Co.
102 Quimby Street, Westfield
908.233.1221

No more lost 
pool towel.

Bring yours in 
to be embroidered.

He advised them that while it is
important to learn who they are, they
should always be respectful of who
others think they are.

Mr. Sklar told the graduates that
they needn’t rush into the future: “Sa-
vor the anticipation of just being at
the beginning of this journey.”

Dr. Petix acknowledged the aca-
demic accomplishments of the Class
of 2004. Twenty-three members of
the class received National Merit Let-
ters of Commendation, two earned
Semi-Finalist and Finalist honors and
three garnered National Merit Schol-
arships.

The National Honor Society inducted
153 seniors, and 114 received the
President’s Education Award. Thirty
students won Edward J. Bloustein Dis-
tinguished Scholar awards.

Rebecca Bellovin, Sara Hoban,
Meghana Limaye and Amanda Reider
each garnered recognition for achiev-
ing a perfect 4.0 grade point average
(GPA) at WHS.

Brian Mahoney and Meghana
Limaye won the Men’s Club Award
and Women’s Club Award, respec-
tively, awards given to the male and
female student with the highest
weighted GPA.

The senior members of the WHS
Chorale, conducted by Bill Mathews,
sang the school’s alma mater, penned
by Marcia Bauer, WHS Class of 1954,
and “Somewhere” from Leonard
Bernstein’s “West Side Story.”

Orchestra conductor Raymond
Wojcik led the combined Symphonic
and Chamber Orchestras, Wind En-
semble and Concert Band in the mu-
sic for the ceremony’s processional
and recessional.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Graduation

made at a meeting earlier in the year.
At that meeting, Freeholder

Ruotolo criticized Mr. Paterson
for what she felt was his misuse of
the juvenile detention center is-
sue. She said she was insulted that
he would use the death of Edward
Sinclair for his own personal gain.
Turning back to Thursday’s meet-
ing, Mr. Paterson’s remarks fo-
cused on Freeholder Ruotolo’s job
with the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority as Administrator of Pa-
tron Services. Mr. Paterson said
that he was insulted that Free-
holder Ruotolo took what he la-
beled a “patronage job.” In his
opinion, she had no basis for tak-
ing such a position.

“I am insulted, and the taxpayer
is insulted, that she would actually
be more self-serving and self-deal-
ing in taking a job that she had no
credentials for, or I challenge her
to come up with some kind of cre-
dentials,” said Mr. Paterson.

Freeholder Sullivan commented
that Mr. Paterson has come to the
meetings each week with the same
itinerary, and while Freeholder
Sullivan gave Mr. Paterson credit
for being the only Republican can-
didate with good attendance, the
freeholder called all of what Mr.
Paterson said “garbage.”

“If you’re going to dig out the
hatchet, I guarantee we’re going to
have the hatchet out. We’re going
to play that game, and I’ll be more
than happy to answer the comments
you have,” stated Freeholder
Sullivan. “I feel sorry for your
ticket and your party.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
also had some advice for Mr.
Paterson, saying that he and the
rest of his ticket should focus more
on the issues and less on the per-
sonal  at tacks.  Freeholder
Mirabella also reminded people
of his comments a few months
back, referring to campaign time
as “silly season.”

“He’s (Paterson) just plain
silly,” said Freeholder Mirabella.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Borough BOE Will Not Offer
Admin. Post to Dr. C. Simone

and let’s just leave it at that.”
Jim Baker, a WECARE member,

questioned the DWC on employee
parking and the reasons why employ-
ees were entitled to park in prime
shopping lots, such as Lot 8 on Elm
Street, on weekends.

Mr. Spector said Saturday was not
the most critical time for parking be-
cause 45 percent of the businesses in
town are closed on the weekends.

According to DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin, the DWC and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC), have been trying to relocate
town employees from this lot, which is
free on Saturdays and Sundays.

“You cannot move one group of
users without offering them some-
where to go,” Mrs. Cronin said.

Lot 8 is permit parking Monday
through Friday and free to anyone on
Saturday and Sunday; however, the
signage does not indicate this. Signs at
the entrance of the lot read “Permit
Parking Only - All Others Towed.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Owner Says Deck Plan May
Have Legal Implications

In other news, a façade grant for the
property owner of the Westfield Auto
Wash was put on hold until she can
offer the board some definitive plans on
how she will improve her property. The
owner rejected some plans suggested
by the DWC but adopted others. The
board will consider the grant at a later
date when they can “unilaterally agree”
what design will be used.

A downtown celebration will be held
this Sunday from 4 to 8 p.m. to cel-
ebrate Westfield winning the Great
American Main Street Award. The
event, hosted by the DWC, will be
held rain or shine. Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., as well as Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, will attend the event.

The Economic Development
Committee’s goals and objectives were
also discussed with Mr. DeRose, sug-
gesting that the committee “pick two
or three objectives from a given year
and make it happen.” Updating the
DWC database, which is currently
made up of three separate databases,
was offered as one suggestion. At
present, the database is separated into
property owners, business operators
and façade grants. The board would
like to see them combined into one and
will consider having an intern com-
bine the information.

The DWC Board is still trying to fill a
downtown property owner position.
Anyone interested in the position should
contact Claire Gray at Town Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Chief
last time in the Mountainside School
District, closed the meeting by address-
ing the governing body, as well as those
in attendance. “Thank you very much,”
he began after a farewell round of ap-
plause quieted down. “The six and a
half years have been wonderful. Your
kids are great,” he concluded.

South Hunterdon that do not contribute
to a positive teaching, working or learn-
ing environment.

Dr. Simone stated that her decision
to resign was based on the fact that
the philosophy of the board had
changed. She claimed that the peti-
tion had little to do with her decision
to resign. According to the article in
the Cranberry Press, the petition was
presented at the South Hunterdon
Board meeting on April 30.

“On June 6, Dr. Simone released a
copy of the petition from parents call-
ing for her contract not to be renewed.
For more than a month, the superin-

tendent had been reluctant to release
the petition, or comment on its con-
tent,” the article said.

Learning of the decision to hire Dr.
Simone, Mountainside parents who
have been closely following the board’s
search for a new CSA, started a petition
of their own urging the board to appoint
Mr. Walter Rusak as the Interim Chief
School Administrator.

One-hundred-fourty-two names
were gathered in a matter of days and
the petition was presented to Mr. Goggi.
Instead of voting on the appointment of
Dr. Simone at Tuesday night’s board of
education meeting, Mr. Goggi an-
nounced the board’s decision to con-
tinue the search in September.

Referring to the petition, Frank Gei-
ger, a Mountainside resident and past
board member, confronted the board,
saying, “I hope all decisions come
from people I can remove (from the
board) and not from my neighbors.”
Mr. Goggi did not comment on the
board’s decision to not appoint Dr.
Simone to the position of CSA.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
Several motor vehicles were unlaw-

fully entered while parked in the drive-
ways of their owners. One incident
occurred on Wyoming Street, while
three others took place on Florida
Street. In each case, coins were report-
edly taken from the vehicles. Authori-
ties believe the cases are related.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
Christopher Burger, 24, of Scotch

Plains was arrested at a business on
South Avenue, West, and charged with
obstruction of the administration of
law and with resisting arrest. He was
released with two summonses pending
a court date.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
A sign was damaged at a South Av-

enue party supply business.
FRIDAY, JUNE 18

James Sunseri, 27, of Westfield was
arrested on Shackamaxon Drive and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was later released on his own re-
cognizance to a responsible adult.

SATURDAY, JUNE 19
Michael Simon, 21, of Baltimore,

Md. and a 17-year-old male from
Westfield were arrested on Central Av-

enue. Both were charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, while the
juvenile was also charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Simon was released on his
own recognizance. The juvenile was
turned over to an adult.

An unknown person threw a toaster
oven through the driver’s side window
of a motor vehicle that was parked in
the 500 block of Boulevard.

A resident of the 900 block of
Sedgewick Court reported his motor
vehicle was entered while it was parked
in front of his house and two, six-inch
monitors were removed.

Authority. The tentacles are the freight
lines.”

“Some of these towns don’t realize
what’s coming,” Mr. Weiss added.
“They’re like the ostrich with its head
in the ground. They’ve already got
two tracks and they don’t know there’s
a problem.”

In addition, the Inman Railroad
Committee called for the replacement
of the existing railroad crossings (such
as Inman Avenue in Edison) with
either an overpass or underpass to
eliminate road congestion, vehicle
pollution and facilitate movement of
police, fire and EMS works to ensure
residents’ safety.

“Especially on Route 22, there will
be tremendous gridlock,” Mr. Weiss
said.

The group requested the installation
of noise-absorbing barriers on both sides
of the track to stop noise pollution and
to prevent access to the tracks. The
group also wants officials to enforce
existing New Jersey pollution standards
on all train shipments of solid waste
across the state to prevent noxious odors
and health hazards.

Mr. Weiss is concerned that regard-
less of what the lines carry, they cross
major highways at street level includ-
ing Route 22 in Union, Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, Westfield Avenue in
Clark and South Avenue in Cranford.

“I believe in freight. That’s the com-
merce of our country. I just don’t
want it to be built on bad roads,” Mr.

Weiss said. “You are building a space-
ship to the moon in Wilbur Wright’s
old plane.”

He said that he wants to make sure
that whatever plan gets put into effect
maximizes the efficiency of freight
movement while minimizing the im-
pact on traffic flow, the environment
and safety in the communities near
the rail lines.

Mr. Weiss has succeeded in getting
Edison Township and Middlesex
County to oppose the construction of
a second track on the Lehigh Valley
line from Edison to Bound Brook in
Somerset County.

Because garbage shipments cross
state lines, the matter is an interstate
commerce concern. Weiss knows there
is no way to stop garbage trains and
trucks.

“We may not be able to stop inter-
state commerce, but we should be
able to stop these trains because of
pollution,” Mr. Weiss said, citing the
“intolerable” smell and the methane
gas given off.

To read the Inman Railroad
Committee’s petition to remedy the
potential hazards, congestion and
noise caused by New Jersey freight
rail lines, go to
www.westgatesquare.com.

* * * * * * *
Editor’s Note: This article is part

of a series on the rail activities
around the county.

Cadet James Donovan
Named to VMI Roster
WESTFIELD – Virginia Military

Institute cadet James Donovan of
Westfield was named to the Dean’s
List for the spring 2004 semester at
Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in
Lexington, Va. A rising junior at VMI,
James is the son of James Donovan of
Westfield. He is majoring in biology.


