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Freeholders Approve Amendment
To Solid Waste Management Plan

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At the Union County Freeholder
Regular Meeting held on June 17,
the Freeholder board passed an
amendment to an ordinance concern-
ing the Union County District Solid
Waste Management Plan. Under the
amendment, Waste Management of
New Jersey, Inc. will be included in
the plan and can accept certain types
of non-recycled solid waste types. It
was also revealed that the disposal
cost has risen from $69.61 per ton to
$105.82 per ton.

Several garbage haulers attended
the meeting, but their concern was
not so much the amendment as it was
the overall administration of the plan.

Fabio Ariano, a garbage hauler
within Union County, could not fig-
ure out why it was so much more
expensive to dispose of trash in Union
County, compared to Essex and
Middlesex Counties. He was later
told that unlike the other counties,
Union County does not have its own
landfill.

Peter Farino, another garbage
hauler, also had a hard time figuring
out why one such hauler seemed to
follow different procedures than the
ones in place within Union County.

“Every small hauler in Union
County wants to know what’s going
on,” said Mr. Farino.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting Republican free-
holder candidate Bruce Paterson once
again gave the Freeholders a verbal
tongue-lashing. He expressed great
disdain over a county-sponsored
newspaper sent to Union County resi-
dents. Several of the freeholders,
most notably Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, took umbrage with Mr.
Paterson’s remarks and responded
directly to him.

Mr. Paterson voiced his initial criti-
cism over the “Union County Direc-
tions” newspaper that went out to all
county residents last week. The news-
paper, which is published by the
Union County Alliance, serves as an
additional source of information for
county residents. However, Mr. Pater-

son labeled the paper as nothing more
than “political propaganda” aimed
at re-electing Freeholder John
Wohlrab.

Freeholder Wohlrab replaced Free-
holder Nicholas Scutari this past year,
and Mr. Paterson is running against
Wohlrab for one of four freeholder
seats up for grabs.

Mr. Paterson felt that the free-
holder appeared in the newspaper
too many times; in his opinion, it
simply served as campaign litera-
ture. The Republican candidate did
not appreciate photographs of Free-
holder Wohlrab “talking to horses”
and “clapping on marathon people.”

“I can’t see that being a coinci-
dence. So obviously, you had some
type of editorial or content control of
this (paper), and corrupted it to be
liberal,” opined Mr. Paterson.

Township Council Votes Against
Establishment of Downtown SID

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Ending more than a year of debate
and discussion, the Scotch Plains
Township Council on Tuesday night
voted to reject an ordinance estab-
lishing a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) in the downtown business
district after business and property
owners spoke out against the pro-
posal.

Saying he was “very disappointed”
to have to vote against the ordinance,
Mayor Martin Marks, after a 90-
minute public hearing on Tuesday
night that came four weeks after an
initial three-hour hearing, urged the
township business community, which
he termed “a bit disjointed,” to work
together to come up with ideas for
reviving the downtown area.

The council rejected the ordinance,
the details of which were crafted by
a 10-member steering committee last
year and early this year, by a 4-1
vote, with Councilwoman Nancy
Malool casting the only vote in fa-
vor. In asking her colleagues to back
the SID ordinance, Mrs. Malool, a
member of the steering committee,
said that without a SID, downtown
Scotch Plains “is destined to wallow
in mediocrity.”

She said that she regretted not
being able to speak personally with
every business and property owner

opposing the SID, but she noted that
efforts had been made in the past
year to keep downtown owners in-
formed.

Nearly two dozen individuals
spoke to the council at Tuesday
night’s hearing, with the majority
voicing opposition. During the first
public hearing on May 25, support-
ers and opponents were more evenly
split.

Those opposed to a SID raised
concerns this week about what con-
crete benefits a SID might provide,
the burden of paying annual assess-
ments to finance the SID and how
tenants might react when those costs
were passed on to them, whether the
concept would be able to work effec-
tively given the SID’s initial year
budget of $90,000 and its limited
geographic area.

A number of property owners on
East Second Street complained that
their street had long been treated as
a “second-class citizen,” as Brian
Anderson put it, while the Park Av-
enue corridor has received the ben-
efits of any downtown improvement
efforts in recent years.

Those who spoke in favor of the
SID ordinance called it a way for
property owners to control the money
they would invest in the SID.

Barry Gaunt called the assessments
“a very little investment to bring the

town together.”
As the SID ordinance took shape

over the past several months, the
members of the council were gener-
ally in favor of its enactment, but
after the public input on Tuesday
night, they felt that, as Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato said, given the
level of opposition, the business com-
munity “wouldn’t put the time effort
into it to make it successful.”

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said
that while she felt that “change is
good,” if current business and prop-
erty owners “don’t want it, then it’s
not going to work.”

Councilman Frank Rossi called
his negative vote the most disap-
pointing vote he has had to cast in
his years as a member of elective
and appointive bodies. He said he
was “disappointed because I be-
lieve SID is a good opportunity to
move forward with a minimal in-
vestment.”

Mayor Marks held out the possi-
bility of the council considering a
fresh recommendation on ways to
improve the downtown business dis-
trict but said, “the ball is in the
business community’s court.”

He urged business and property
owners to “get yourselves together.
Make an effort. Don’t just think how
it’s going to affect you. Think in
terms of ‘we.’”
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains government
will hire an architect to investi-
gate the feasibility of develop-
ing an existing building into a
recreation and senior citizen
community center.

At its regular meeting on Tues-
day evening, the council voted
4-1 to approve a resolution ap-
pointing Gregory Robert Arner
& Associates of Summit to ex-
amine a building at the southern
end of Lamberts Mill Road to
determine whether it would be
beneficial for the township to
purchase and convert it into a
senior center.

Councilman Frank Rossi said
that the architectural review
would focus on the building’s
present condition and the poten-
tial costs of any renovations.

The contract approved this
week is for $18,400.

Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, in voting against the
resolution, said she opposed
spending that amount of money
on a project that may not even go
forward.

Mayor Martin Marks said that
any project to develop a senior
citizen center would be “a po-
tentially costly endeavor” but
promised that the township gov-
ernment would move forward
“cautiously.”

In other business, the council
approved a resolution to estab-
lish a health insurance waiver
program that will allow town-
ship employees to opt out of
township health insurance cov-
erage and receive a payment for
doing so.

Councilwoman Malool said
the program “benefits taxpayers
and employees.”

The payment formula will be
$3,000 for a parent or child who
decides to waive township hos-
pitalization, medical and pre-
scription coverage, $3,500 for a
spouse and $4,000 for a family.
There will be a $300 payment
for a parent, child or spouse who
opts out of dental coverage and
$500 for a family waiver.

Mayor Marks, in backing the
resolution, noted that health in-
surance is “a large and escalat-
ing line item” in the township
budget.

The council also introduced
an ordinance to establish a $7
fee for those wanting a Certifi-
cate of Domestic Partnership.
The state’s Domestic Partner-
ship Law, enacted in January,
takes effect on July 12, and mu-
nicipalities need to establish a
fee for those couples wishing to
register. The public hearing on
the ordinance will be held on
Tuesday, July 6.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins announced that Police Of-
ficers Brian Donnelly and Jef-
frey Briel were promoted last
week to the rank of Sergeant.

Property Eyed
For New Senior

Center in SP

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
LINING UP...Members of the Class of 2004 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School lined up on the football field behind the high school on Tuesday night
for the commencement ceremony.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
295 CAPS IN THE AIR...The 295 members of the graduating class of 2004
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School threw their caps in the air, celebrat-
ing the conclusion of the commencement ceremony on Tuesday night.

Commencement Held
For SPFHS 2004 Class

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

At Tuesday night’s commence-
ment ceremony, 295 students
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) as
the Class of 2004. The ceremony
was held outside on the football
field despite the questionable
weather that had threatened to
move the event indoors.

The high school band played the
processional march tune as the
graduates took their seats, and it
opened the commencement cer-
emony with an all-instrumental
rendition of the National Anthem.

“You’ve taken a journey which
will come to a conclusion this
evening,” said Principal Dr. David

Heisey in his opening speech. He
advised the new graduates: “Ask
yourselves what you are really
passionate about, and turn that
passion into action.”

Dr. Heisey directed his com-
ments towards encouraging the
graduates to make wise choices,
using the metaphor of the sly fox
outwitted by the persistent hedge-
hog to represent the importance of
standing by principles in order to
accomplish good.

Following Dr. Heisey’s speech,
Valedictorian Cheryl Lynne
Kaplun and Salutatorian Varun
Ponmudi each addressed their fel-
low classmates. Ms. Kaplun
thanked all who were present for
contributing to the success of the
graduating class.

Mr. Ponmudi, who lived in India
and Australia before moving to the
United States and attending
SPFHS, recalled the welcoming
environment he found in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community and
schools. “The memories I have are

those I will cherish forever,” he
said.

A group of 10 students performed
the musical number, “How Can I
Keep From Singing?” by Anna
Bartlett Warner and Robert Lowry.

Following the performance, SPF
Board of Education President
Linda Nelson congratulated the
class on behalf of the board, and
encouraged them to try new things
after graduation and leave behind
high school stereotypes.

“The world is not going to judge
you by what crowd you hung with
in high school,” she said.

Before the students received their
diplomas from the senior class of-
ficers, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol Choye offered a con-

gratulatory message and praised
the accomplishments of the class.
Dr. Choye reminded the graduates
to always “keep on dreaming” in
order to achieve their goals.

After the presentation of diplo-
mas to the class, the new alumni
cheered and tossed around beach
balls as Senior Class President
Charles J. Bachi IV stepped to the
podium for the final address.

“I am honored to be president of
the best and brightest class to ever
graduate, to ever walk through the
doors of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School,” said Mr. Bachi. He
recounted the athletic, academic
and community service-oriented
accomplishments of the Class of
2004, including the $100,000
raised for cancer research this year
alone.

The Class of 2004 boasted 10
National Merit Scholarship Com-
mended Students and one National
Merit Scholarship Finalist. Stu-
dents were awarded over $2 mil-
lion in various scholarships.

Pending Rail Freight Increase
Could Effect County Railways

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Because of the New York/New Jer-
sey Port Authority’s plans to qua-
druple both rail freight movement
and overall movement of cargo con-
tainers from 2.3 million to 8.8 mil-
lion per year, Union County’s rail
traffic could be impacted due to the
local rail line interconnections.

The closing of the Fresh Kills gar-
bage dump in Staten Island is forcing
New York City to increase the amount
of garbage being shipped across New
Jersey to Pennsylvania. With the in-
crease in shipments, existing and
previously abandoned rail lines could
be impacted, including rail freight
traffic along the Westfield and Clark
border.

Work is ongoing in Cranford to
reestablish the Staten Island and
Rahway Valley lines from Linden to
Summit, which runs through Roselle,
Roselle Park, Union, Kenilworth,
Springfield and Summit. A line from
Linden to Summit could connect with
the Erie Lackawanna commuter line
to Morristown, and eventually out to
Pennsylvania.

Last year, Union County officials
said that service on the Rahway Val-
ley and Staten Island rail lines would
be reactivated after over 10 years of
inactivity. Anger over the reactiva-
tion spurred Kenilworth residents Jo
Ann Dillon and Carol Westervelt to
preside over the Coalition to Stop the

Train, formed to halt the building of
the Linden-to-Summit Line. Since
2002, Kenilworth, Springfield,
Roselle Park and Summit adopted
resolutions opposing the reactiva-
tion of the abandoned railroad.

Union County public affairs agents,
John Salerno and Sebastian D’Elia,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times that the restarting of service
on the Rahway Valley and Staten
Island lines has nothing to do with
shipping waste, and is an old issue.
They said it is not viable to ship
garbage at 25 mph down a short line
that goes through residential areas.

They told The Leader/Times that
Union County has a three-year pro-
vision in the 10-year contract with
M&E Railroad (Morristown & Ee-
rie) that ensures that trains would run
only three to five times per week
with a maximum of 15 cars. Also, the
contract states that companies could
only ship certain materials.

County spokespersons invited The
Leader to review the county’s agree-
ment with M&E such as to alleviate
citizens’ fears that the line will be
used to ship waste.

Calls placed to the NJDOT and
M&E were not returned as of press
time.

In addition to revitalizing the
Rahway Valley and Staten Island rail
lines, the DOT proposed building a
second freight track from Edison to
Bound Brook that could handle the

increased shipments and fix the
bottleneck on the Lehigh Valley Line,
which runs to Trenton and Pennsyl-
vania.

Edison resident Stewart Weiss and
his organization, the Inman Railroad
Committee, actively oppose the
changes to the Lehigh Valley Line.
In addition, the group opposes fur-
ther construction, funding and ap-
proval for the line running from Lin-
den to Summit.

According to Mr. Weiss, the group
opposes these changes because
freight trains presently block rail-
road crossings for approximately
three hours per day on the Lehigh
Valley line alone.

Mr. Weiss has notified local mu-
nicipalities and Governor James
McGreevey of the dangers of reacti-
vating rail service.

“The freight system is an octo-
pus,” Mr. Weiss said. “The head is
the Port Authority. The tentacles are
the freight lines.”

“Some of these towns don’t realize
what’s coming,” Mr. Weiss added.
“They’re like the ostrich with its
head in the ground. They’ve already
got two tracks and they don’t know
there’s a problem.”

In addition, the Inman Railroad
Committee called for the replace-
ment of the existing railroad cross-
ings (such as Inman Avenue in
Edison) with either an overpass or
underpass to eliminate road conges-
tion, vehicle pollution and facilitate
movement of police, fire and EMS
works to ensure residents’ safety.

“Especially on Route 22, there
will be tremendous gridlock,” Mr.
Weiss said.

The group requested the installa-
tion of noise-absorbing barriers on
both sides of the track to stop noise
pollution and to prevent access to the
tracks. The group also wants offi-
cials to enforce existing New Jersey
pollution standards on all train ship-
ments of solid waste across the state
to prevent noxious odors and health
hazards.

Mr. Weiss is concerned that re-
gardless of what the lines carry, they
cross major highways at street level
including Route 22 in Union, Rahway
Avenue in Westfield, Westfield Av-
enue in Clark and South Avenue in
Cranford.

“I believe in freight. That’s the
commerce of our country. I just don’t
want it to be built on bad roads,” Mr.
Weiss said. “You are building a space-
ship to the moon in Wilbur Wright’s
old plane.”

He said that he wants to make sure
that whatever plan gets put into ef-

              David B. Corbin for The Times
SOLD OUT SHOW…The bleachers were packed at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Stadium on Tuesday night for the graduation ceremony for the
Class of 2004.
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Carving Station:
Prime Rib

Roasted Turkey
Virginia Ham

Smoked Salmon

Bountiful Salad Bar:
Greek Salad
Caesar Salad
Mixed Greens

Assorted Extras
too much to mention!

Buffet:
Sausage & Peppers

Loin of Pork
Penne Vodka

Viennese Table
5 Hot Seafood Dishes

Shrimp, Clams, Oysters, Chef Carved Turkey, Prime Ribs, Ham,
Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Elegant Seafood & Buffet Brunch Starting at 11:00am

Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Every Sunday  11:00am to 3:00pm    (Includes Champagne Mimosas)

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
to reserve your seat today!

  
 

 
   

      
   

$ per child
(plus tax & gratuity)995 $1995per adult

(plus tax & gratuity)

$2495per adult
(plus tax & gratuity)

A LA CARTE DINNERS FROM $11.95

LUNCHES FROM $6.95 • CHILDREN FROM $4.95

UNBEATABLE GREEK SALAD BAR

Elegant Seafood & Brunch Buffet Starting at 11:00am

No more lost 
pool towel.

Bring yours in 
to be embroidered.

Mother & Baby Co.
102 Quimby Street, Westfield
908.233.1221

No more lost 
pool towel.

Bring yours in 
to be embroidered.

Mr. Paterson saved his harshest
criticism for Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo, who had previously ad-
monished him for comments made
at a meeting earlier in the year.

At that meeting, Freeholder
Ruotolo criticized Mr. Paterson for
what she felt was his misuse of the
juvenile detention center issue. She
said she was “insulted” that he
would use the death of Edward
Sinclair for his own personal gain.
Turning back to Thursday’s meet-
ing, Mr. Paterson’s remarks focused
on Freeholder Ruotolo’s job with
the New Jersey Turnpike Authority
as Administrator of Patron Services.
Mr. Paterson said that he was “in-
sulted” that Freeholder Ruotolo
took what he labeled a “patronage
job.” In his opinion, she had no
basis for taking such a position.

“I am insulted, and the taxpayer
is insulted, that she would actually
be more self-serving and self-deal-
ing in taking a job that she had no
credentials for, or I challenge her
to come up with some kind of cre-
dentials,” said Mr. Paterson.

Freeholder Sullivan commented
that Mr. Paterson has come to the
meetings week after week with the
same itinerary, and while Free-
holder Sullivan gave Mr. Paterson
credit for being the only Republi-
can candidate with good atten-
dance, the freeholder called all of
what Mr. Paterson said, “garbage.”

“If you’re gonna dig out the
hatchet, I guarantee we’re going to
have the hatchet out. We’re going
to play that game, and I’ll be more
than happy to answer the comments
you have,” stated Freeholder
Sullivan. “I feel sorry for your
ticket, and your party.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
also had some advice for Mr. Pater-
son, saying that he and the rest of
his ticket should focus more on the
issues and less on the personal at-
tacks. Freeholder Mirabella also
reminded people of his comments
a few months back, referring to
campaign time as “silly season.”

“He’s (Paterson) just plain silly,”
quipped Freeholder Mirabella.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Senior Center

Davidson College Presents
Degree to Lauren Bouffard

SCOTCH PLAINS – Lauren
Bouffard of Scotch Plains, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Bouffard,

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Davidson College in
Davidson, N.C. during commence-
ment exercises on May 16.

A graduate of Kent Place School,
Lauren majored in economics, with
an academic concentration in Asian
studies at Davidson.

While at Davidson, Lauren was a
teaching assistant for the economics
department and was a member of
Warner Hall eating house. She stud-
ied abroad during her junior year in
Hong Kong.

Lauren will be employed by the
merger and acquisition firm McColl
Partners in Charlotte, N.C. after
graduation.

DEAN’S LIST STUDENT…Scotch
Plains resident Laura Goscicki has
been named to the Dean’s List at the
State University of New York at New
Paltz for the spring 2004 semester.
She is double-majoring in art history
and visual arts. Laura expects to
graduate in the spring of 2005.

Brunner Daisies Share Day
Of Bridging to Brownies

OVER THE ‘BRIDGE’…Members of Troop Nos. 417 and 889 from Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrate having recently “bridged” from
Daisies to Brownies Level One. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Michelle
Marvosa, Jessica Ferrara, Micayla Mirabella, Natalie Zimmermann, Mary Hubbard,
Bella Velez, Samantha Gorman and Kavvya Krishna Kumar, and back row, Nikola
Segulin, Alyssa Cordero, Bethany Mills, Grace Lesce, Sierra Lesiak, Lainie
Kosciolek, Samiksha “Sammy” Vittalraj, Julia DiGiacomo and Cara Provenzano.

SCOTCH PLAINS — On June 2,
Troops No. 417 and 889 from Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
“bridged” from Daisies to Brownies
Level One during a ceremony in
Brunner’s Children’s Garden.

The four Co-Leaders from the two
troops, Rose Hubbard and Christine
Mills from No. 889 and Eileen
DiGiacomo and Phyllis Mirabella from
No. 417, decided that having the sister
troops bridge together would make the
day all the more special.

The ceremony was attended by fam-
ily and friends, and Brunner Principal
Jodi Frank. During the program, the

girls were called up one by one, pre-
sented with a Daisy Ending Certifi-
cate, walked over a small wooden bridge
and then received a Brownie Bridging
Certificate, Star Membership pin,
Brownie pin and a homemade baked
brownie.

As Girl Scout Daisies, both troops ful-
filled all the requirements needed to get to
the next level of Girl Scouts – Brownie
Level One. Over the past year, troop mem-
bers earned their Promise Center and all
10 of their Daisy Petals. Each petal repre-
sents a part of the Girl Scout Promise. In
addition, both troops had fun working on
community service projects.

The council passed a resolution
opposing legislation being consid-
ered by the State Legislature that
could result in the requiring of mu-
nicipalities to pay the attorney’s
fees of any party alleging that due
process was violated in its dealing
with a local government body or
agency. Pointing out that “almost
every appeal of a municipal deci-
sion invariably involves an allega-
tion concerning due process,” the
resolution stated that appealed de-
cisions involving zoning variances,
site plan applications, building per-
mits, health department applica-
tions, licenses and personnel mat-
ters could potentially cost munici-
palities in New Jersey between $25
and $50 million per year as a result
of the fee shifting called for in S-
1558, which passed the State Sen-
ate last week, and A-2073, which is
pending in the State Assembly.

Councilman Rossi called it “over-
broad legislation,” while Mr. Atkins
called it one of the “top 10 worst
pieces of legislation” he had seen in
his 31 years in municipal govern-
ment. Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen said that if the legislation
becomes law, the costs of all litigation
would be borne by local taxpayers.

At the beginning of its meeting,
the council recognized elementary
school students who won the Envi-
ronmental Commission’s annual
Earth Day poster contest. In addi-
tion, Robert Sommerich, Director
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Re-
cycling Association, presented
checks to the Fire Department and
Rescue Squad to help those organi-
zations purchase needed equipment.

Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said last week’s annual
auction of unneeded items, mostly
property confiscated by the local
police, raised $2,493 for township
coffers.

www.goleader.com

fect maximizes the efficiency of
freight movement while minimizing
the impact on traffic flow, the envi-
ronment and safety in the communi-
ties near the rail lines.

Mr. Weiss has succeeded in get-
ting Edison Township and Middlesex
County to oppose the construction of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pending Rail Freight Increase
Could Impact County Railways

a second track on the Lehigh Valley
line from Edison to Bound Brook in
Somerset County.

Because garbage shipments cross
state lines, the matter is an interstate
commerce concern. Weiss knows
there is no way to stop garbage trains
and trucks.

“We may not be able to stop inter-
state commerce, but we should be
able to stop these trains because of
pollution,” Mr. Weiss said, citing the
“intolerable” smell and the methane
gas given off.

To read the Inman Railroad
Committee’s petition to remedy the
potential hazards, congestion and
noise caused by New Jersey freight
rail lines, go to
www.westgatesquare.com.

* * * * * * *
Editor’s Note: This article is part

of a series on the rail activities around
the county.

Downtown Property
Owner Says Deck Plan
Has Legal Implications

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — At Monday
night’s meeting of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC),
members of Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Devel-
opment (WECARE) voiced their
concerns at the end of the meeting
over the parking development is-
sue. Cory Mermer, a member of
WECARE, began by commend-
ing the mayor and council for call-
ing for a referendum.

“This was the right decision and
they deserve a lot of credit for
initiating this process that will fi-
nally ascertain the will of their
constituents,” he said.

Joe Spector, a downtown prop-
erty owner and member of the
DWC, commented on the recent
decision by the mayor and council
to continue forward with a
Northside deck only by saying,
“It’s very surreal and unfortunate.”
He also stated that there might be
legal implications related to the
mayor’s recent actions. However,
it was not clear whether he was
referring to the cancellation of the
South Avenue project or the refer-
endum. When asked to clarify by
Frank Arena, representative for the
mayor, Mr. Spector said that the
legal implications he was refer-
ring to are two-fold.

First, he said the developer could
have legal recourse against the
town. In addition, Mr. Spector
stated that property owners might
also seek legal action against the
town. He continued by saying that
since the Town of Westfield has
spent approximately $1 million on
the studies leading to this point,
property owners could sue for some
kind of tax relief so they wouldn’t
have to pay for studies done on a
project that was never completed.
In the past, the mayor and town
council have said that the town
had no obligation and could walk
away from the project at any
time. Councilman Larry
Goldman, who also sits on the
DWC Board, refused to comment
on this, either as a councilman or
as an attorney.

DWC Chairman Alan DeRose
remained neutral on the issue say-
ing, “There are different points of
view and let’s just leave it at that.”

Jim Baker, a WECARE mem-
ber, questioned the DWC on em-
ployee parking and why employ-

ees were entitled to park in prime
shopping lots such as Lot 8 on Elm
Street on weekends.

Mr. Spector said Saturday was not
the most critical time for parking
because 45 percent of the businesses
in town are closed on the weekends.

According to DWC Executive
Director Sherry Cronin, the DWC
and the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (WACC), have been
trying to relocate town employees
from this lot, which is free on
Saturdays and Sundays.

“You cannot move one group of
users without offering them some-
where to go,” Mrs. Cronin said.

Lot 8 is permit parking Monday
through Friday and free to anyone
on Saturday and Sunday; however,
the signage does not indicate this.
Signs at the entrance of the lot read
“Permit Parking Only - All Others
Towed.”

In other news, a façade grant for
the property owner of the Westfield
Auto Wash was put on hold until
she can offer the board some de-
finitive plans on how she will im-
prove her property. The owner re-
jected some plans suggested by
the DWC, while adopting others.
The board will consider the grant
at a later date when they can “uni-
laterally agree” what design will
be used.

A downtown celebration will be
held on Sunday, June 27, from 4 to
8 p.m. to celebrate Westfield win-
ning the Great American Main
Street Award. The event, hosted by
the DWC, will be held rain or
shine. Tom Kean, Jr., as well as
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, will
be attending the event.

The Economic Development
Committee’s goals and objectives
were also discussed with Mr.
DeRose, suggesting that the com-
mittee “pick two or three objec-
tives from a given year and make it
happen.” Updating the DWC data-
base, which is currently made up of
three separate databases, was of-
fered as one suggestion. At present,
the database is separated into prop-
erty owners, business operators and
façade grants. The board would
like to see them combined into one
and will consider having an intern
combine the information.

The DWC Board is still trying to
fill a downtown property owner
position. Anyone interested in the
position should contact Claire Gray
at Town Hall.

Berkeley College Tells
SP and FW Graduates
AREA – Berkeley College has re-

ported the names of local graduates who
received degrees during the college’s
recent commencement ceremony.

Scotch Plains resident Jennifer
Masterson, who attended classes on
Berkeley’s Middlesex campus, earned
an Associate’s Degree in Paralegal
Studies. Alexandra Bush, a Fanwood
resident who studied on the Garret
Mountain campus, received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Ad-
ministration/Marketing.


