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Judaism and Christianity Share Values,
Such as to Not Judge Others Harshly
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

As a rabbi who has been engaged in
interfaith study and dialogue for many
years, and as a graduate of both Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion and Yale Divinity School, I believe
that the faiths of Judaism and Christian-
ity have a lot in common.

We share similar values, similar ques-
tions, similar longings, hopes and
dreams. When Jews and Christians join
together to study Holy Scripture, as we
have done in Westfield, we are de-
lighted to find how much we have in
common.

One of the areas of shared values deals
with judging others harshly or unfairly.
Jesus taught “Why do you see the speck
that is in your brother’s eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own eye?”
(Matt 7:3). One of my pastor friends in
our community told me “this teaching
goes to the heart of Christian faith.”

The same precise formulation is found
in the sacred Jewish text, the Talmud
(Bava Batra 15b). The great Jewish
sage Hillel, a contemporary of Jesus,
declared, “Do not judge another until
you have stood in his place.” The Jewish
tradition labels scurrilous speech about
another’s character lashon hara, or “the
evil tongue,” and it is a great sin.

We Westfield residents are a passion-
ate lot. We care about our community,
our schools, the safety of our children.
We want to preserve the fine quality of
life here in town. But frankly, some of
the rhetoric is getting out of hand. I have
preached regularly from my pulpit and

written in my bulletin articles, that,
“People of good will can disagree on
issues of substance without becoming
disagreeable towards one another.”

But too often, that is not the case in
our town. Whether it is a parking deck
or lot, actions of our police or decisions
made by our elected leaders, those with
various and opposing views are too
often impugning the character and in-
tentions of individuals and groups, rather
than dealing with matters of substance.

I have no problem with passionate and
lively debate. As a person of faith, I have
a big problem with making assumptions
about a person’s character, motivations
and integrity because they happen to
hold a different view or support a certain
action or policy. This view is deeply
rooted in the Judeo-Christian tradition.

Folks, it is simply time for this to
stop. The issues before us are worthy of
serious conversation, but there needs to
be a moratorium on unhealthy and in-
appropriate speech and assumptions
about one another’s character.

I was raised in Berkeley Heights, my
brothers and I were active and involved
students at Governor Livingston. My
mom worked for Union County and
taught in Westfield for a time. My dad
spent his entire career with a local com-
pany. I care deeply about our town.
Respectful, reasoned debate is a hall-
mark of a fine community. Let us work
together towards this goal.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is the Senior Rabbi at

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Cyclists Brave Rain to Ride
In Knights’ Bike For Life

RIDING TO THE RESCUE…Cyclists pedal through the rain-soaked streets of Union
County, behind a police escort, as part of the Fourth Annual Bike for Life event
sponsored by the Westfield Knights of Columbus on June 6. The event benefits area
homes and shelters that offer assistance to women faced with a crisis pregnancy.

WESTFIELD — An early morning
downpour on June 6 could not dampen
the spirits of several hundred riders
and supporters who gathered at the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield for the Fourth Annual Bike
for Life event, sponsored by the
Westfield Knights of Columbus.

Over $16,000 in funds was raised
by individual riders and corporate
sponsors, as well as with donations to
the Silent Auction and Raffle that was
held during the post-ride Block Party.
The party took place in the Holy Trin-
ity gymnasium due to the inclement
weather.

All proceeds will benefit the women
and children served by Good Coun-
sel, Raphael’s Life House, The Rose
Garden Home and Several Sources
Foundation. These four area homes
and shelters offer safe, nurturing en-
vironments to women faced with a
crisis pregnancy.

Although it had to be held inside,
the Block Party featured a barbecue,
along with entertainment by disk
jockey Diane Pryor of WKTU 103.5
FM, the folk-rock sounds of “Front
Porch Swing,” and games and con-

tests for children of all ages.
In the contest to win a free bicycle

from Jay’s Cycle Center in Westfield,
Skip Williams of Westfield edged out
several riders by raising $1,500 dur-
ing his trek on the 35-mile course, one
of several course lengths that were
part of the event. Riders were given a
Westfield police escort.

Anyone still interested in making a
donation toward assisting women fac-
ing a difficult pregnancy while battling
social and economic pressures can send
their contributions to: Knights of Co-
lumbus, Bike for Life, P.O. Box 101,
Westfield 07091, or call (908) 389-9151
for more information. Checks may be
made payable to Knights of Columbus,
Bike for Life.

Terrill Road Bible Chapel
Sets Vacation Bible School

FANWOOD – The Terrill Road Bible
Chapel in Fanwood will hold its Vaca-
tion Bible School program from Sun-
day through Friday, July 11 to 16.

The program for children ages four
up to those entering fifth grade will take
place Monday through Friday, July 12
to 16, from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. During
the same time period, a class for women
entitled “Women of Excellence and
Some Not So Nice” will be offered,
with coffee, singing and a craft. Nurs-
ery care will be available.

Vacation Bible School will include
Bible stories, singing, sports, crafts,
games and prizes. Don Dunkerton will
be the teacher for grades 2 to 8.

The Beginners program, for four-

year-olds through those entering first
grade, will be “The Gospel Hand.”
Those entering grades 2 through 5 will
study “Daniel: Living Out His Faith in
God,” and should bring their Bibles.

Sessions will be held from 7 to 9
p.m., Sunday through Thursday, July
11 to 15, for those entering grades 6
through 12. There also will be a pro-
gram during this time for adults, en-
titled “The History of the Bible.”

A special closing program is planned
for that Friday following the 11:30 a.m.
dismissal. All families are invited.

For more information or to register,
please call (908) 755-6360 or (908)
757-5893.

Westfield Chapter of P.E.O.
Honors State Officers at Tea
WESTFIELD — A tea honoring

the newly-elected state officers of the
New Jersey State Chapter of P.E.O.
was held June 9 at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Barbara “Bobbie” Swenson of
Scotch Plains was elected State Presi-
dent at the 62nd Annual Convention
of the New Jersey State Chapter of
P.E.O., which was held April 30 to
May 1 at the Hanover Marriott in
Whippany. P.E.O. is a Philanthropic
Educational Organization dedicated
to promoting educational opportuni-
ties for women.

Mrs. Swenson has been a member
since 1983 of Chapter E Westfield,
which hosted the tea, and has held
many offices both in her local chapter
and on the state level. The tea was
coordinated by Evelyn Swenson, Presi-
dent of Chapter E Westfield, with other
chapter members assisting.

The other newly-elected New Jer-
sey State Chapter officers present at
the tea included First Vice President
Kathleen Bennett, Chapter AR, Fair
Haven; Second Vice President Wendy
Bright-Fallon, Chapter AW, Toms
River; Organizer Ginna Cranston,
Chapter AQ, Cape May Court House;
Recording Secretary Barbara Battles,
Chapter Y, Princeton; Corresponding
Secretary Marcia McLaughlin, Chap-
ter J, Ridgewood, and Treasurer Nancy
McKeen, Chapter AU, Randolph.

At the convention, Margaret Oakley

of Scotch Plains and Margaret Sosa
of Elizabeth served as local delegates
for Chapter E Westfield. Visitors at
the event from Chapter E included
Vera Lough of Westfield; Libby
Andrews and Evelyn Swenson of
Fanwood; Jane Perdue, Joan Poe,
Sally Rand, Lynne Schwartz and Dee
Vasnelis of Scotch Plains; Ellen An-
thony of Basking Ridge; Betty Beals
of Edison, and former area resident
and chapter member Lynda Bregy of
State College, Pa.

Barbara Swenson

All Saints’ Announces Plans
For Vacation Bible School

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’
Episcopal Church, located at 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold its
Vacation Bible School next month for
youngsters age five and older.

It will take place from 4 to 6 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday, July 6 to 9,
with a cookout and wrap-up party
slated for the following Monday, July
12, also from 4 to 6 p.m.

Each afternoon, the Vacation Bible
School will feature a varied program

including arts and crafts, music, Bible
stories and outdoor activities.

There is a charge of $15 per child
($10 for siblings). Proceeds will be
donated to the Heifer Project, and
each participant will have the chance
to designate a specific gift.

Beth Wojcio is Church School Di-
rector. The Reverend Jane Rockman
is the Rector. For more information
and enrollment, please call (908) 322-
8027.

First Baptist Singles
List July Meetings

WESTFIELD – Individuals over
age 45 who are widowed, divorced or
who have never married are invited to
gather on Sundays at 9 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield for cof-
fee, cake and lively discussions on
single living.

Meetings will take place next month
on July 4, 11, 18 and 25 in the lower
level meeting room of the church,
located at 170 Elm Street.  A $2 dona-
tion is requested, and all are welcome.

Group members also participate in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

Complete Care

Is proud to announce that life long Westfield resident

Will be joining our staff effective July 3, 2004.

Dr. DeMasi specializes in Family Medicine

and joins the medical team of:

Richard Schaller, MD and Darin Chin, MD.

Dr. DeMasi is a graduate of UMDNJ School of

Osteopathic Medicine and Union Hospital Family

Practice Residency program.  Complete Care is a

seven-day per week Urgent care facility providing

comprehensive medical services to local communities

and specializing in Workers’ Compensation and

Occupational Medicine.  Complete Care also

provides Physical Therapy, Rehabilitation and

Chiropractic care under the direction of:

CHRISTOPHER L. DeMASI, D.O

Robert Fallon, DC and Robyn Caseley, DPT.

Complete Care is located at
1814 E. Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-6611


