
Page 4  Thursday, June 24, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Posting Legal Notices on The
Internet Is a Good Idea, But…

Harlem Teacher Thanks McKinley
Students, Principal For Donation

Board of Ed. Offices
On Elm Should Be Sold

It is edifying to see the efforts made to
improve the appearance of the Westfield
Board of Education grounds at 302 Elm
Street. It will no doubt enhance the suc-
cess of the sale of this surplus property.

When the property goes on the tax
roles, Westfield’s schoolchildren and tax-
payers will benefit. Let’s hope it’s soon.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Scaled Back Plan May
Not Go Far Enough

The mayor’s proposal to scale back
plans for the controversial parking ga-
rages in Westfield is a step in the right
direction but it may not go far enough. If
you accept the assumption that Westfield
has a parking shortage, then why would
the solution include additional retail, ad-
ditional residences, additional office space
and, oh yeah, additional parking? The
parking seems to be almost an after-
thought.

Do we really need the additional traffic
that more stores, offices and residences
will bring? My vote is no.

Mary Lou Kandigian
Westfield

Alcohol Should Not
Have Been Served

At Little League Game
On Saturday, June 19 I attended a Little

League game in Tamaques Park. It was
the last game of the season and the
hardworking coaches were applauded.
Little awards were handed out and deli-
cious pizza served. Some adults drank
wine or beer with their pizza. No one
appeared intoxicated, but alcohol seemed
inappropriate at this child-centered pub-
lic event. I hope that waiting another hour
for a drink, elsewhere, would not have
presented a hardship.

MaryAnn Kleban
Roosevelt, NJ

Rabbi Thanks WFD
For Quick Response

Two weeks ago, there was a significant
fire in a home owned by our congregation
and occupied by our building supervisor
and his family. Thanks to the incredibly
prompt response of our fire department,
the fire was contained. I wish to thank our
dedicated firefighters, police, and rescue
squad personnel for their professional
and brave work on behalf of the entire
town.

Rabbi Douglas Sagal
Temple Emanu-El

Westfield

Resident Says Elm Street Parking
Plan is Déjà Vu All Over Again

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Desuete – Out of use
2. Kismet – Doom; fate
3. Usquebaugh – Whiskey in Scotland

or Ireland
4. Eschew – To escape or avoid

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SENAL
1. Lazy; idle
2. Balanced; stable
3. Spanish for a landmark
4. A cornfield

WORRAL
1. A lizard-like animal with a forked

tongue
2. The striking part of a flail
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

POTAMIAN
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A nectarine
4. An ancient flask or jug of leather

HIRPLE
1. To limp
2. To quiver or to shake
3. To fade or erode
4. Awkward; clumsy

SPFHS Graduation Marks
Beginning of Opportunities

Finding the Great Things In
Your WHS Education

Letters to the Editor

College Students Offer Opinions
Upon Returning Home to Westfield

Last week, the New Jersey Assembly voted and
advanced Bill A2988  (51 for and 21 against), which
is directed to cease publication of legal notices in
newspapers. Instead, the bill calls for the posting of
these notices on Internet sites to be run by munici-
palities. The bill moves to the state senate. If ap-
proved in the senate, the governor would need to sign
it before it would become law. This could happen as
early as this fall.

We believe that the posting of legal notices on the
Internet is a good idea. As an example, we make our
entire newspapers available and searchable on the
Internet. This includes the legal notices – we have
done this since 1997 at no extra cost to town govern-
ments or to the public. Legal notices on websites are
great for ready-reference and searching.

However, we believe that Bill A2988 is wrong –
not just from a newspaper’s special interest perspec-
tive, but from that of the public’s best interest (which
is most important). Essentially, this bill puts the
government in the publishing and archiving busi-
ness. It diminishes the checks and balances that now
exist with the press. Given “Pay to Play” and all else
that is going on in government, it is a dangerous
prospect for our state.

The bill describes the increasing use of the Internet,
which is true. However, many citizens are not Internet
savvy, not connected or don’t care to be. They will be
disenfranchised unless legal notices are made com-
monly available, as in newsprint.

We believe in websites and their value as an “add
on” and as a very useful means of communication
and reference. However, they certainly are not a
substitute for the validity achieved with independent

publishing in print. Websites can easily be altered or
published incorrectly and archives can be changed.
It’s very difficult to rewrite history when several
thousand copies are printed, distributed en masse on
paper and kept as records at many institutions, such
as libraries.

Newspaper staff and those in municipal govern-
ments develop good working relationships in the
course of working together to publish legal notices.
This aids all and builds trust from many directions,
and it particularly builds trust from the public. To
lose this would be truly unfortunate.

From a financial perspective, we believe that news-
papers can publish legal notices more effectively and
at lower cost than can local government (both on the
Internet and in print). Legal notice publishing rates
are set by law. These rates essentially haven’t changed
for more than 15 years. For many newspapers, these
rates barely cover the costs of operation. We wish
this could be improved, but that’s not the overriding
point of this matter. The issue is the public good.

Voting on this bill was largely along party lines,
which happens too frequently these days. Of the 53
votes for the bill, 44 were Democrats and 9 were
Republicans. Of the 21 votes against, 20 were Re-
publicans and one was a Democrat. In our area, Asm.
Jon Bramnick (R-21) and Asm. Eric Munoz (R-21)
voted against the bill. Asw. Linda Stender (D-22)
and Asm. Jerry Green (D-22) voted for the bill.

When it gets to the senate, we hope Senator Tho-
mas Kean, Jr. (R-21) and Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22) vote to defeat this bill.

What do you think? Let your elected officials
know.

Letters to the Editor

While reading The Westfield Leader
weekly, we have noticed that many resi-
dents are in conflict as to what the “real”
problems are, if any, facing our commu-
nity. As two Westfield graduates (2001)
returning home for the summer from col-
lege, we feel we can provide the commu-
nity with a more objective eye as to what
these “problems” truly are.

The biggest problem facing Westfield is
the crack on Rahway Avenue. This crack
has been here for years and, so far, nothing
has been done about it. Whoever is respon-
sible for the plethora of speed bumps, we
beg you: if you have all this cement – fill
the crack! For those of you who don’t
frequent the South side, it’s the San Andreas
Fault of Central New Jersey.

Reading The Leader, we realize that the
parking situation in Westfield is hot. Ev-
eryone is talking about it. Mothers and
fathers are being arrested left and right for
unpaid parking tickets. Readers and friends:
Westfield is a small place. Let’s tackle two
problems for the price of one and add on
that not-so-little obesity problem plaguing
the nation. Next time you are going to hop
in the car for the low-carb bagel, why not
avoid all the hassle and just walk to the
Bagel Chateau?

Next, we would like to ask: where’s the
concert? Who are these tweens and where
are they getting the money (and the stom-
ach) to wolf down lattes every night?

Look parents, if you don’t start opening
up your basements, Starbucks is going to
open its back parking lot. Concerning the
loitering issue, Starbucks: stop giving the
kids caffeine after 6 p.m. Of course they
are going to stick around forever – they
are all buzzing off of an 18-oz. coffee.

Lastly, we think there is a prostitute in
the park. We hate to say it, but we have
been watching her for years. Right beside
the Westfield Police station, this woman
is as sketchy as the fact that you can buy
better pot in WHS than in college – or so
we have been told.

Zach Karp and Mary Snauffer
Westfield

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

Congratulations to the 2004 gradu-
ating class of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Undoubtedly, the past
few weeks have produced building
excitement, with the whirlwind of
graduation events that span the time
between the senior prom and the com-
mencement ceremony. Mixed with
that anticipation may be relief or anxi-
ety, and the intangible feeling that
something big is ending.

At the close of the school year,
everything winds down for gradu-
ating seniors. You return all the text-
books you finally found in the back
of your closet and the collection of
school-issued calculators that some-
how wound up in your locker. In
return, you get certificates, keep-
sakes and, best of all, your diploma.

This summer break will be differ-
ent from previous ones, because next
fall won’t mark a return to the same
place to start another school year.
Whether you are heading off to col-
lege or to the workplace, things are
going to be drastically different. How-
ever, it’s important to remember that
although high school graduation
marks the end of many things, the

point of “commencement” is really a
new beginning.

College offers the perfect opportu-
nity to reverse mistakes made in high
school. Barely passed high school
math? It’s different in college – some-
where in that course catalog is a class
that anyone can get an ‘A’ in (hint:
History of Math). If you regret not
participating in extracurricular activi-
ties over the past four years, make
amends by getting involved in your
college community. No matter how
packed your schedule, you will still
find time for naps or week-long Law
& Order marathons. It’s a good idea
to take advantage of each new oppor-
tunity that presents itself, whether
academic, social or service-oriented.

With a new beginning before you,
it is important to look back over your
years at SPFHS. Although it’s time
to start over, not everything needs to
be left behind. Lessons learned will
help you long after graduation, and
old friends will still get together
over school breaks. Even if you can’t
wait to “get out of here,” by Decem-
ber you may be looking forward to
another late night at Scotchwood
Diner.

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

It’s no secret that Westfield educa-
tors love to love their school system.
Any WHS student will attest to the
reverence with which school admin-
istrators talk about “the Westfield
education.”

Standardized test scores, indi-
vidual marks of
achievement…awards of all kinds
aren’t only mentioned in passing;
they are a permanent part of WHS
décor, as there are triumphs enough
to fill up multiple poster boards to
line the front hallway.

And while standout students and
alumni certainly provide immedi-
ate, tangible examples of the “top-
notch education” philosophy, the real
embodiment of the “a WHS educa-
tion will take you far” mantra is
much more subtle and much more
rewarding.

Graduates – your initial response
to the question of what you learned
in high school might understandably
center around facts: derivatives and
integrals, Toni Morrison, the
Defenestration of Prague. But as you
choose your individual paths in life
and the exact dates of the Hundred
Years’ War or the overwhelming
number of Spanish verb tenses fade
from your memory, a funny com-
monality remains. WHS graduates
do great things. What’s more, they
are not afraid to stray from conven-
tion to do their own great things.

Somewhere between “To Kill a

Mockingbird” and “Beloved,” you
have picked up critical thinking skills
that work outside of English class.
The focus at WHS certainly seems to
be on scholarly knowledge, but hind-
sight will show you that you’ve
learned larger life lessons, gained
perspective and entertained new
ways of thinking, often without real-
izing it.

As you continue your journeys,
now that you have your revered
“Westfield education,” you can
look forward to experiences that
couldn’t possibly fit onto one
hallway’s worth of posters. You’ll
see that the “great things” WHS
said it would prepare you for are
not  purely academic. You’ll come
back to Westfield after a semester
or a year and you’ll run into old
classmates who have taken their
lives in completely different and
unconventional directions, and
you’ll find yourselves sharing cu-
riously long and earnest conversa-
tions with people you never would
have connected with during high
school.

But on that subject of
achievements…on Monday, you
passed one of the hardest high-school
tests. You walked across the stage in
front of your friends and your fami-
lies and you didn’t trip over your
gown. Congratulations – with that
out of the way, you’re definitely ready
for exciting new life experiences.

Schools today are more likely to be
filled with standardized tests and state
benchmarks than lessons of social jus-
tice and kindness. However, on a Thurs-
day afternoon in June, I witnessed a
group of children setting an example
for us all.

I teach at a public elementary school
in East Harlem. While the neighbor-
hood, population and system politics
present many challenges, the children
I have the privilege of spending my
days with are amazing little individu-
als who probably teach me more than I
could ever teach them.

The students at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield put together a
service project to raise money to pro-
vide the students at my school with
some desperately needed recess equip-
ment. Guided by their caring princi-
pal, Claudia Andreski, the students
spent months fundraising, researching
and patiently waiting, until they had
enough money to give each of the P.S.

7 classes a bag filled with recess sup-
plies such as chalk, footballs, basket-
balls and jump ropes.

Both schools were excited to meet
one another, so we arranged to have a
joint game of kickball in Central Park.
It was a beautiful sight to see very
different children, coming from very
different situations, truly enjoying each
other’s company. Both sides had
greatly impacted each other. Many life
lessons were learned, lessons that are
so vital for becoming a just individual
but that could never have been learned
from a textbook.

Huge thanks to Mrs. Andreski, all
the students of McKinley School, the
parents and the entire Westfield com-
munity – thank you for instilling such
values into your children and for the
difference you have made in the lives
of some very special city kids.

Moria Cappio
3rd grade teacher, P.S.7

East Harlem, NYC

Four years ago the council planned
to build a single parking structure on
Elm Street. After months of objections
from residents of the town, the citi-
zens’ parking advisory committee was
formed and recommended three smaller
structures. The council decided to build
only two structures. Last Tuesday
night, it was announced that we are
now back to one structure on Elm. As
the saying goes, it’s déjà vu all over
again.

A parking structure near the busiest
intersection in town was a terrible idea
then and it’s a worse one now. The
residents of the town still don’t want it.
The same traffic, safety and environ-
mental concerns still exist. If anything,
traffic and safety are more of a prob-
lem than a few years ago.

A few weeks ago, it became obvious
that waiting list for commuter parking
was much less than it had been adver-
tised to be. Although it may or may not
have been validated recently, the fact
that 40 out of 65 people turned down
spaces offered them indicates the list
isn’t very accurate. I don’t have confi-
dence that the town has a good assess-
ment of what the true demand is for
downtown employee parking either.
Before Westfield considers building a
downtown employee parking garage,

an accurate, current, verified list of
people or businesses willing to pay for
a space must be compiled, with a de-
posit required to ensure commitment.

Mr. Caruana said at the council meet-
ing that the net gain in parking spaces
that will result from the proposed Elm
Street structure is not worth the money
it will cost and that we should be able
to add that many spaces in some other
way. This is what the town should
strive to accomplish. Add a moderate
amount of parking for downtown em-
ployees, reasonably accessible to where
they work. For a start, encourage down-
town employees to use the almost al-
ways empty eight-hour meters around
the Elm Street field or turn these spaces
into permit spaces. Surely, this loca-
tion is within walking distance from
most of downtown, and shoppers don’t
use these spaces anyhow.

Westfield doesn’t need “redevelop-
ment;” it doesn’t need large parking
structures on any side of town; it just
needs to manage its resources better
and perhaps add a moderate amount of
additional parking.

Cathy Salomon
Westfield

Cranford Chairs Thank
Supporters for Art

Studio Tour Success
How proud we were to be a part of

the Cranford Artists’ Studio Tour!
There were so many hands that joined
together to make the day so successful.
And successful it was! We had hoped
to have 50 to 100 people attend the
first-ever Cranford Studio Tour. To
our delight, 352 tickets were purchased
and $5,800 was raised for the visual
arts program at the Cranford public
schools.

Obviously, an event of this magni-
tude required lots of support. There
were many hands that “brought this
event to life,” in addition to the artists
who invited us into to their unique
working space. (There were several
dozen indiviuals, organizations and
companies that assisted).

On behalf of the children of the
Cranford public schools, we applaud
each and every person that so gener-
ously supported this event financially
and/or with their time and talent. Your
support will encourage visual arts!

Deb Leber and Pat Jurpalis
Co-Chairs, Cranford Artists’ Open

Studio Tour

Headlines Should
Reflect Positives

Instead of Negatives
Your heading for the article on the

guidance department was misleading.
Having read the piece, maybe it should
have read that 70 percent find the guid-
ance department exceeds student needs.

I have two daughters in the Westfield
school system. One graduated from
WHS on Monday, as a matter of fact,
and I couldn’t be happier with how the
guidance department helped her to
navigate her way through school and
provide her with more than adequate
access to college information.

Having graduated from WHS my-
self in 1978, I find that the guidance
department now is far more helpful to
students than it was in my day.

It would better serve our community
if your headlines stated the overwhelm-
ing positive feedback of the people
randomly polled, rather than the small
percent of people displeased with the
department.

Paul Newton
Westfield

Resident Thanks WF
Mayor And Council

For Referendum Call
I want to commend and thank the

mayor and council [of Westfield] for
listening to citizens’ concerns and tak-
ing the important step of calling for a
public referendum on the Prospect/Elm
redevelopment project. This was the
right decision and they deserve a lot of
credit for initiating this process that
will finally ascertain the will of their
constituents.

Hopefully this process will settle
the matter once and for all, and one
way or another, we can move on. I’m
sure that people on both sides of the
issue will be happy to have some clo-
sure to this very long process.

Cory Mermer
Westfield


