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Featuring the 

New Jersey Symphony Orchestra

Robert Billig, Conductor

Pack a picnic, bring your lawn chairs, 

round-up family and friends for an 

evening of great music.

Friday, June 25th

- Fireworks -
Branch Brook Park, Newark

7:30 pm

Additional Support 

provided by the 

City of Newark and Essex County

Friday, July 2nd

- Fireworks -
Brookdale Park, Montclair

7:30 pm

Wednesday, June 30th

Echo Lake Park, 

Westfield/Mountainside

7:30 pm

Saturday, July 3rd

- Fireworks -
Mercer County Park,

West Windsor

7:30 pm

For more information on these free concerts 

call 1-800-ALLEGRO (255-3476)

Monday – Saturday, 11 - 5

Visit our website: www.njsymphony.org

Pfızer and Fleet present
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — North
Plainfield resident Besty Ruff enjoys
exploring the art of
painting using various
methods. A grand-
mother, Ruff is a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Art Associa-
tion and is passionate
about creating unique
pieces of art using an
assortment of tools.

Ruff works with pen
and ink, watercolor,
pastels and oils and is
particularly fond of
charcoal sketches. If you
are lucky, you may catch
Ruff creating charcoal
portraits in a nearby
park.

When her children
were old enough to at-
tend school, Ruff be-
gan to concentrate on
her art fulltime.

The Pratt Institute
graduate is also a mem-
ber of The Federated
Women’s Club of New
Jersey, where she re-
cently was honored with
a second place award
for one of her pieces.
She is also very active
with the Milford Pike
County Arts and Crafts
Association in Pennsylvania.

Ruff ’s work in pen and ink is very
popular, and just last week she was

commissioned to sketch a local church.
Somehow, she finds enough time to
teach watercolors at the Vermeule Art
Center in North Plainfield.

When Ruff spoke
with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times,
she was in Pennsylva-
nia visiting a friend.

Passionate about art,
she explained that she
doesn’t limit herself to
just one medium. She
prefers pastels and char-
coal for portraits but
will switch to pen and
ink when she is sketch-
ing a private home or
local church.

Ruff works on com-
mission and most of her
popularity comes from
word of mouth.

When asked what sort
of advice she would give
to aspiring artists, she
replied, “First of all, al-
ways have a sketch book
with you. Always. This
way, you can sketch
wherever and whatever
you wish. If you are wait-
ing for a bus or sitting in
your car, there is always
something you can cre-
ate. Art makes us more
aware of what is hap-
pening in the world.”

For more information on Ruff or to
commission her artwork, please call
(908) 754-1408.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Martha Venturo,
a Roselle Park native, is having the
time of her life.

A member of the Westfield Art As-
sociation (WAA), the busy artist now
paints fulltime after working for over
39 in middle management.

Venturo, who is of Italian descent, is
passionate about painting Italian land-

scapes and has traveled to Italy many
times. In fact, she sold over 10 paint-
ings last year, which paid for her most
recent trip to Italy.

Venturo likes to take photographs
of interesting landscapes and
cityscapes, later using the photographs
as a reference to create her paintings.

Also a member of the New Jersey
Center for the Visual Arts (NJCVA) in
Summit, Venturo has captured several
awards, including first prize in oil paint-
ing at the facility’s Senior Arts Show.
One of her paintings was featured at the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn and
subsequently sold.

Along with her good friend and
fellow artist, Karen Freudenberger,
Venturo is spotlighted every year at the
Millburn Short Hills Chamber of
Commerce Art Show. On Sunday,
October 3, Freundenberger and
Venturo will show their work in down-
town Millburn.

Study has been an important part of
Venturo’s artistic career. She credits
her professors at Union County
College’s art program for support and

inspiration, particularly
Tony Nicoli. She is also
grateful for the tutelage of
the NJCVA’s Valeri Larko.

With Freudenberger,
Venturo’s work was fea-
tured last year at the Span-
ish Tavern in
Mountainside, and several
families from Millburn
come back year after year
to buy their work.

Venturo often travels to
Bayhead, where she paints
the ever-changing shore-
line. The seaside paint-
ings always sell, she told
The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She
works with acrylics and
oil, though she laughed
and said, “Oil is more
forgiving.”

Quoting famous cho-
reographer Twyla
Tharp, Venturo said,
“Art is the only way to
run away without leav-
ing home.”

Her advice for aspiring artists is to
learn how to draw. One must learn to
draw before learning to paint and ba-
sic tools are necessary before the actual
creation begins, she recommended.

Look for Venturo and her painting
pal Freudenberger this coming fall in
Millburn. For more information about
Venturo, please call Barbara Zietchick
of the WAA at (908) 654-3631.
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE —
Mountainside resident Dariel Belcher’s
affiliation with the Musical Club of
Westfield stretches back nearly 60 years,
and even longer if one
considers associa-
tion by family.

Her mother-
in-law, Mary
Belcher, the
founder of the
Westfield Music
School, was also
instrumental in
organizing the
group around 1915.

Born in
Mahwah, Dariel
studied art for one year at Pratt Insti-
tute in New York, but later left her
studies to help the war effort at Wright
Aeronautics in Wood Ridge. After mar-
rying, she and her husband, Bill, settled
in Westfield and raised five children.
They later moved to Mountainside.

Although she didn’t play a musical
instrument, for many years she at-
tended meetings of the Musical Club
of Westfield as a guest.

“I reached the point where I said I
can no longer go as a guest, I have to
join,” she said.

Approximately 14 years ago, Belcher
took over the role of advisor of the
Junior Musical Club.

“The membership was low and we
were thinking of dropping it, so I took
it over,” she said.

After becoming the club’s advisor,
Belcher learned to play two musical
instruments, the tin whistle and the
Bodhran, the Irish drum, at the Irish
Arts Center in Manhattan.

“I wanted to see what the students
were going through,” Belcher said.

She doesn’t consider herself a per-
former, but Belcher teamed up with a
fiddler, a bagpiper and a flutist at a
party to celebrate her 80th birthday.

As advisor to the Junior Musical
Club, she meets with the students
once a month during the school year.
The talent of her student members
awes Belcher.

“I love working with the young
people. They are hardworking and
tremendously talented – they are the
cream of the crop,” she said.

Belcher is also responsible for help-
ing to judge the Junior Musical Club
auditions that are held twice a year.

“The students have to play two clas-
sical pieces, one pre-Beethoven, one
post. And they must be from memory,”
she explained. Belcher has judged stu-
dent auditions of piano, flute, violin,
cello, harp and bagpipe playing, as
well as voice.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Saturday
evening’s Coffee with Conscience per-
formance by British performer Zoë
Lewis at the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield was by far one of
the liveliest ever in the concert series’
history.

Living up to her reputation of be-
ing a “band in a body,” Lewis ener-
gized her audience by playing the tin
whistle, piano, harmonica and guitar
among other instruments — and
sometimes all at the same time. Her
performance was energetic and per-
sonable, peppered with easy conver-
sation, audience interaction, and free-
flowing wit.

A musician since the age of seven,
Lewis came to the United Staes in

1990, two years after leaving
Avanti, a London jazz band.
Since then, she has
toured internationally as
well as stateside, play-
ing to audiences small
and large alike.

When she is not per-
forming solo, she also
works with her “Rub-
ber Band,” a group of
three musicians with
worldwide music influ-
ences.

Saturday evening’s con-
cert included selections from
Lewis’ latest released album,
“Fishbone, Wishbone,
Funnybone,” as well as earlier CDs,
“Sheep” (1998) and “Full of Faraway”
(1996).

Her lyrics spanned the full range
from heartbreak to hilarity, and
she accompanied her singing with
a full range of voice, including the

human trumpet, and facial
expressions and body
language,  which al-
lowed a sense of light
heartedness to escape
from even the most
serious  songs.

Lewis counts being
New Folk Winner at
the 2002 Kerrville
Folk Festival in Texas,
and Audience Favor-

ite 2001 at the
Falconridge Folk Festi-

val in New York, among
her many awards.
Multi-genre singer

songwriter Peter Donnelly
opened for Lewis. The two perform
together on Donnelly’s song, “Road
with No End,” written to benefit
WOMR radio.

Lewis and Donnelly’s performance
benefited the Community Food Bank
of New Jersey.

According to Andre Hynes, Direc-
tor of Special Projects for the Food
Bank, the proceeds will go to purchase
food to stock emergency soup kitch-
ens and food pantries, as well as help
fund the Food Bank’s educational pro-
gram, The Food Service Training Acad-
emy.

There will be no Coffee with Con-
science concerts for the summer, how-
ever series producer Ahrre Maros has
already organized a full lineup for the
fall and beyond, where he will offer
concerts in Springfield, Summit and
Watchung, in addition to the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

For more information about Cof-
fee with Conscience or to obtain a
copy of the schedule of upcoming
events, please e-mail
Concerts4causes@aol.com.

To order Lewis’ CDs, please visit
www.zoelewis.com. Donnelly’s CDs can
be ordered from www.peterdonnelly.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Rialto The-
atre in Westfield was recently packed
with curious locals eager to see the
public screening of Westfield resident
Peter Paul Basler’s latest independent
film As Cool As Jennifer, which is now
a television pilot.

Prior to the screening, Basler told
the audience about the filming pro-
cess, explained the title, (which essen-
tially refers to Jennifer Garner of the
ABC television program “Alias”) and
explained his feelings about the film
and his inspirations.

“The film pays homage to “La
Femme Nikita,” said Basler. “We’re
really proud of it. It was a lot of work
and a lot of fun.”

The audience was also treated to
after-show bloopers while chatting
with some of the stars of the film.

How could As Cool As Jennifer be

related to “Alias”? The premise of the
film features heroine Cali Brauer,
played by Kate Dillingham of New
York, who struggles to find the rogue
agent that killed her parents when she
was a young child. Other actors in-

clude Marc Coppola, the agency head,
Steve Winterrowd, the agent and David
Ranson, the computer geek.

The opening credits of the film
provide for a sufficient synopsis: “My
name is Cali Brauer. If you knew me
you might think I was your average

college student. But I lead a double
life. I am a spy.”

Set on location in Westfield, Clark,
Madison, Summit and other surround-
ing areas, the film is mixed with the
right amount of drama, action, and

comedy to provide for an evening of
entertainment.

As Good As Jennifer also boasts
good acting, high-quality editing and
clever photography by William
McMeekan, as well as a strongly writ-
ten score by Jay McMeekan.

Another positive aspect of the film
was that it featured a strong, confident
and intelligent female lead character.

“I think its time we have a heroin
equal to our heroes. There is no reason
that there shouldn’t be a female in
these types of roles,” said Dillingham.

Though the film was not profound,
nor held any deeper meaning, it proved
to be the work of talented professionals.

“The whole process was very profes-
sional,” said Dillingham. “He really
gets his job done.” She added that,
although the process was very profes-
sional, “Peter (Basler) is a riot. He
made shooting a lot of fun.”

Ranson, who also starred in another
Basler film, Just Add Pepper, said, “I
love working with Peter. I trust him
and I trust his visions.”

As Cool As Jennifer was not only
“cool” for adults, but for teenagers and
children.

Gabrielle Brennan, 7, of Westfield,
who portrayed Cali Brauer as a child,
said, “It was really fun seeing my face
and name on the screen. It is like I am
a grown-up actress.”

Some Westfield High School stu-
dents also had the chance to partici-
pate in the making of the film.

John Kerr, an extra, stated, “As a TV
student at Westfield High School, I had
the opportunity to work on As Cool As
Jennifer. Although my part was not
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