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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert series
will kick off on Wednesday, June 30,
with a performance by the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra (NJSO).

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the free
concert is open to the public and will
begin at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park in
Westfield/Mountainside.

The performance, entitled
“Showstoppers,” will celebrate music
composed for the state, and is part of
the NJSO’s annual outdoor Summer
Parks Tour, sponsored by Fleet and
Pfizer.

“Bring the entire family, pack a pic-
nic basket, bring lawn chairs or blan-
kets to sit on, and enjoy an evening in

Echo Lake Park along with a superb
musical presentation,” said Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada.

Other free concerts in the festival
series include: Mustang Sally on July 7,
De Sol on July 14, Brass Tacks Big Band
Orchestra on July 21, Verdict on July
28, Sensational Soul Cruisers on Au-
gust 4, The Ed Palermo Big Band with
Rob Paparozzi on August 11,
JoBonanno & The Godsons of Soul
and Captain Hawker & The All-Stars
on August 18, and The Party Dolls on
August 25.

In case of rain, the NJSO concert will
be cancelled.

For more information, please call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 527-4900.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) presented the Ann
Allen Award for Outstanding Service
to Louis Francz on June 13 at the
Season Finale Reception. The Friends
of the WSO also bestowed the Friends
Appreciation Award on Carole Leone.

The Past Presidents of the Friends
also recognized Renee Trabert for her
two year’s of service as Friends’ Presi-
dent.

The Ann Allen Award, named after
the WSO’s Charter President, is given
each year in recognition of extraordi-
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nary support of the WSO over a pro-
longed period of time.

Francz, a member of the WSO’s
Board of Trustees, received the award
in acknowledgement of his tenure as
President, during which he grew and
strengthened the board. He was also
recognized for his work on activities
including the WSO’s Annual Gala.

The Friends Appreciation Award is
given each year to a member of the
Friends of the WSO. Leone was hon-
ored for her work as Friends Treasurer
and her work on events including the
Progressive Dinner and the Home Tour.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Students of
Westfield pianist Sondra Tammam have
won prizes in competitions held in
New Jersey and New York. The stu-
dents performed in Weill Recital Hall at
Carengie Hall and at Steinway Hall as
winners of the Piano Teachers Society
of America Competition and the Young
Pianists Competition of New Jersey
(YPCNJ).

Qiaozi Yang of Westfield was the
sole winner of the Suburban Music
Study Club Competition. As a re-
sult, she performed a recital at the
Madison Public Library. Senator
Thomas Kean, Jr. presented her cash
award. Last fall, she also won the
Crescent Avenue (Plainfield) Music
Competition and was heard in a
recital at the church with the other
winners.

Qiaozi, Wendy Lin and Faye Xu were
winners in the first annual Honors
Recital Competition sponsored by the
Music Educators Association of New
Jersey (MEANJ). The three pupils per-
formed in the winners’ recital in Madi-
son and also received plaques from the
MEANJ.

Henry and Jean Namkung won the
Silver Prize in the YPCNJ. They per-
formed a duet in the winners’ recital at
Steinway Hall. Julie Zhou and Sherrie
Hu were honorable mention winners
in the duet category of the same com-
petition.

Grace Kim was awarded in the Piano
Teachers Society competition in the
Multi-Talent category She accompa-

nied her brother, Jillee, and also played
a solo. The Namkungs were also win-
ners in the Piano Teachers Society of
America contest in the Zayde-Hambro
Ensemble category. All of these stu-
dents were heard in a concert at Weill
Recital Hall.

In March, Faye Xu captured first
prize in the 34th Annual MEANJ Gifted
Competition. Her award was in the 17-
year-old solo category. She performed
L’isle Joyeuse by Debussy. This state-
wide competition, held at Kean Uni-
versity, invites students to compete in
selections chosen by the organization
and judged by renowned international
artists.

Stefan Curcic, 8, won second prize in
the solo category and third prize in the
concerto division. Christina Yang was
the honorable mention winner in the
11-year-old concerto category. Wendy
Lin, 13, captured third prize in her age
group. Grace took second prize for her
performance in the 14-year-old cat-
egory, Henry took third place in the
Grieg Concerto, and Qiaozi garnered
honorable mention in the 16-year-old
group.

Wendy, a seventh grader, won a sum-
mer camp scholarship awarded by the
MEANJ. She is one of only five stu-
dents in the state to win the award. She
is attending the Westminster Choir
College, Rider University Pre-High
School Music Camp.

Award winners in the MEANJ’s 34th
Annual Auditions were: Peter Wang,
Stefan Curcic, Christina Kang, Rachel
Kang, Grace Kim, David Kobray, Ailema
Puguntalan, Wendy Lin, Alexander Liu,
Henry Namkung, Jean Namkung, Anne
Marie Noronha and Christopher Roach.
Three-Year Awards were presented to
Stefan and Anne Marie.

This month, Tammam co-directed the
second Taubman Seminar of Piano at the
Columbia Artists Management Hall in
New York City. This spring, she pre-
sented a lecture and performance of
Petrouchka by Stravinsky for the seminar.

Locally, Tammam also performed in
the concert series in Livingston at
Temple B’nai Abraham. She also adju-
dicated for the annual Union County
Teen Arts Festival. She is the MEANJ
College and Camp Scholarship Chair-
woman, YPCNJ Ensemble Division
Chairwoman and New Jersey Music
Teachers Association Concerto Com-
petition Chairwoman.

This season, Tammam was awarded
the Distinguished Teacher Award by
the Parent Teacher Student Association
of America. She is listed in Who’s Who
of American Women. Her two CDs are
available through Scotti’s of Summit.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Yaniv Brener and his
sisters, Stephanie and Dana Brener of
Westfield, have won several musical audi-
tions this spring.

Yaniv, 11, is the second-time winner of
the Annual Audition of the New Jersey
Music Teachers Association. He partici-
pated in the corresponding winners con-
cert at Princeton University’s Bristol Hall.

Annually, Yaniv participates in the Young
Pianist Competition, and for three con-
secutive years, he has been selected to play
in the Honors recital of the Somerset
County Audition of New Jersey. He also
achieved a level of District Member and
Winner, Preparatory for Collegiate Class
in the National Piano Auditions.

Yaniv and Stephanie are both winners,
in separate categories, of the 2004 Ameri-
can Fine Arts Festival. They were chosen to
play works by Prokofiev, Bach and Arensky
at Cami Hall in New York. They competed
with young pianists from six different states.

Stephanie, 9, is also a winner at the
Annual Audition of the New Jersey Music
Teachers Association, and together with
her sister, Dana, 9, are both Gold and Silver
winners, respectively, of the 2003 and 2004
Piano Festival in Princeton. They were
chosen among participants from New York,
New Jersey and Philadelphia.

Stephanie and Dana achieved a level of
Local Member and Winner of the Inter-
mediate and Elementary Class, respectively,
in the National Piano Auditions. Stephanie
is also a winner of the 2003 Somerset
County Audition of New Jersey.

Yaniv, a seventh grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, began study-
ing piano at 4 years old under the tutelage
of Malvina Potop. He has performed in
several concerts, including a concert for
two pianos at the Marriott Music Building
Auditorium of Rutgers University.

Frequently, Yaniv accompanies his school

choir in the piano in the winter/spring
concerts, and is a member of the Broadway
Singers at Edison School, under the direc-
tion of Kristine Smith-Morasso and Ken-
neth Horn.

Third graders at Jefferson Elementary School
in Westfield, Stephanie and Dana have been
studying piano for six years with Potop.

Stephanie has also played violin since the
age of 4, and for the last two years she has
been a member of the Summer Symphony
Orchestra, under the direct of Janet Lyman.

Both sisters enjoy Irish dancing, singing
and recorder playing. Their music teacher
at Jefferson School is Karen Yula.

Potop, the children’s piano teacher with
a studio in Edison, maintained a 20-year-
old association before coming to the
United States. She was a leading piano
teacher and principal of the Palace of
Creation School of Music in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, an institute dedicated to
children’s musical education.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Dariel Belcher
Student members play once a

month at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield. The performances are open
to the public.

Belcher is also involved with the
Musical Club’s scholarship fund, the
money for which is raised by a Schol-
arship Concert held once a year at the
First Baptist Church. She and her
husband design the programs for the
Musical Club events: she crafts the
covers and he creates the inside lay-
out.

Along with other senior Musical
Club members, Belcher organizes
food and hospitality for the
organization’s events.

If there is one change Belcher has
observed over the years, it is that very
few people nowadays have the time to
join the Musical Club of Westfield.

“The Westfield Musical Club is an
important part of Westfield,” she said,
adding that Westfield is a very musi-
cal town.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

The SThe SThe SThe SThe Stepfortepfortepfortepfortepford d d d d WWWWWivivivivives:es:es:es:es:
TTTTTake ake ake ake ake This MThis MThis MThis MThis Mooooovie, Pvie, Pvie, Pvie, Pvie, Pleaseleaseleaseleaselease
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On the subject of marriage, Socrates
suggested, “By all means marry. If you
get a good wife, you’ll become happy; if
you get a bad one, you’ll become a phi-
losopher.”

Undoubtedly, he had something there
and his acerbic wisdom has pretty much
stood the test of time. But let’s take into
account that he uttered those words around
430 B.C., long before the robotic age.

Therefore, you can’t blame him for
not anticipating what amendments to
his philosophy might be wrought by The
Stepford Wives — both the original
(1975) as well as this misbegotten re-
make directed by Frank Oz and starring
Nicole Kidman.

Of course his chauvinism is timeless,
which ties in perfectly here. Socrates, again
a product of his age, takes it for granted that
the goal of marriage is the man’s happiness.
Thus the brash, verboten appeal of The
Stepford Wives, an extreme caricature of
said mindset. What could be more absurd
than a secret organization of guys who, not
only believe it’s their right to be the center
of their domestic universe, but who have
actually taken scientific steps to ensure that
order of things?

They’re no different than the modern
Neanderthal who regularly raises a hand
to his spouse. Rather than a ritual of
punches, in The Stepford Wives there is
the one shot, electrical lobotomization.
And voila, what may have once been the
epitome of ambition, self-actualization
and individual identity is relegated to
bringing you your Cheetos and beer.

Yet, once writer Ira Levin’s outlandish
concept is laid out, there aren’t too many
places to take it. In the first version,
director Bryan Forbes tried to turn up
the tension and make a suspense/horror
mystery of it. It sort of worked, kind of,
a little. But, with Oz at the helm, it’s a bit
more playful, more inclined to farce, but
again never rising above the odd novelty
of its premise.

And it is simple...startlingly so. Paul
Rudnick’s script is barely a notch up
from the Dick & Jane books. See
Stepford, the picture-perfect town where
Joanna Eberhart and her Casper Milque-
toast of a husband, Walter Kresby (Mat-
thew Broderick), decide to settle. See
Glenn Close as Claire Wellington, the
town’s realtor and one-woman welcome
wagon. She can smile. Everyone can
smile, especially her husband, Mike,
played by Christopher Walken. He makes
everyone smile, except us.

Well, that’s not completely fair. The
movie has its moments. Just Walken’s
comically menacing demeanor alone is
reason for a chuckle or two. But that’s
just it. Were it not for the sparkling
presence of some rather shiny faces, this
second version of The Stepford Wives
would have little or no redeeming value.

Still, while none of the A-list actors
puts in a particularly standout perfor-
mance, Kidman takes her popularity a
little further than the others. We’re used
to thinking of her as a thespian. And,
could be it’s exactly those skills that she’s
employing. But in her adjusting, it strikes
us that she is also a movie star capable of
going into full Barbie Doll mode. She is
one Joanna before her breakdown, an-
other during, yet another after and, well,
we don’t want to give too much away.

Which brings us to the plot or at least
what tries to pass for one. In case you’ve
never seen the first version or were ne-
glecting your vocabulary when the term
“Stepford Wife” became an expression
for any unusually compliant missus, here’s
how this version goes.

High-powered Joanna, cold and cal-
culating president of ratings-leader EBS,
falls from grace and suffers a breakdown.
Walter, who has long lived in the shadow
of this network dynamo, thinks moving
to unchallenging Stepford may be just
the medicine. The gated community sure
looks pretty upon arrival. But then some-
thing seems amiss, like all the aforemen-
tioned smiles.

And what’s up with all the women
wearing floral-print party dresses around
the house? Costume designer Ann Roth
told an interviewer she was shooting for
a “dopey-pretty” look for her Stepford
wives. In succeeding, she flummoxes our
heroine. What’s going on? All they care
about is pleasing their husbands. It’s a
little scary, especially to Joanna.

Thankfully, she meets a girlfriend in
the persona of best-selling author Bobbie
Markowitz (Bette Midler) with whom to
dish and commiserate. She’s not like the
others, nowhere near as prim, proper or
Pollyanna. All the better, she’s a slob.
Meanwhile, Walter has become a regular

visitor to the men’s club where Walken’s
Stepford Svengali regularly holds court.
We are made privy to what gives within
said confines.

Joanna voices her concerns to Walter.
Long suffering, he finally tells her what
for. That she’s mistrusting, paranoid and
obviously unable to get along in a bliss-
ful, non-competitive environment. She
feels badly. But we wonder. Then, over-
night, friend Bobbie becomes one of
them. What could be next?

It doesn’t get any more complicated
than that. Except for a perfunctory dol-
lop of anxiety toward the finish line, Oz
keeps it light…not like the temper of the
original. Which, in retrospect, was more
curiosity piece and sociological milepost
than thriller.

In choosing not to compound upon
the horror movie that wasn’t, the film-
maker creates a dilemma for himself. What
then is the thrust of his motion picture?

Well, if it’s comedy, as the ads have
suggested, then either The Stepford Wives
has failed in that goal or we have all lost
our sense of humor. That leaves us with
just one last hope: the opportunity a
remake gives the director to shed new
light, to contemporize the material with
a sage conjecture or two. But, unfortu-
nately for us, it’s apparent that Oz is
happily married. Because if you go by
this film, he is certainly no philosopher.

* * * * * * *
The SThe SThe SThe SThe Stepfortepfortepfortepfortepford d d d d WWWWWiviviviviveseseseses, rated PG-13, is

a Paramount Pictures release directed by
Frank Oz and stars Nicole Kidman, Mat-
thew Broderick and Christopher Walken.
Running time: 93 minutes.

Get Outta
The House
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season’s SSSSSummer Arummer Arummer Arummer Arummer Arts Fts Fts Fts Fts Festi-esti-esti-esti-esti-
vvvvvalalalalal at Echo Lake Park will feature the
NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Sersey Sersey Sersey Sersey Symphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Orrrrrchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra
on Wednesday, June 30, at 7:30 p.m.
Bring a lawn chair or a blanket. Re-
freshments and restrooms will be avail-
able. The performance will be can-
celled if it rains. Call (908) 352-8410
after 3 p.m. on the day of the concert.

* * * * * * *
Henry Purcell’s The FThe FThe FThe FThe Fairairairairairy Qy Qy Qy Qy Queenueenueenueenueen,

an opera in English based on
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, will take place at two local sites
this weekend. On Friday, June 25, see it
at 8 p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, 1 Broad Street in Westfield or
Sunday, June 27, at Plainfield’s Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church at 3
p.m. The 31-member cast consists of a
drunken poet, lovers, a Chinese couple,
forces of nature, and fairies. Single seats
are $20. Call (908) 822-2515.

* * * * * * *
There are a couple of exhibits at the

Newark Museum that may be of interest,
including SSSSSpringsteen: pringsteen: pringsteen: pringsteen: pringsteen: TTTTTrrrrroubadour ofoubadour ofoubadour ofoubadour ofoubadour of
the Hthe Hthe Hthe Hthe Highwayighwayighwayighwayighway through August 29, and
2004 N2004 N2004 N2004 N2004 Neeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Cersey Cersey Cersey Cersey Craft Arraft Arraft Arraft Arraft Arts Annual:ts Annual:ts Annual:ts Annual:ts Annual:
CCCCCrafting rafting rafting rafting rafting TTTTTraditions in a Nraditions in a Nraditions in a Nraditions in a Nraditions in a Neeeeew w w w w WWWWWorldorldorldorldorld,
through August 22. The former is multi-
media exhibit exploring the musical
legend’s use of cars and highways in his
songwriting, and the latter is a unique
display of the works of a variety of ethnic
artists who have brought their traditions
to their new homeland. There is a sug-
gested admission fee of $5 for non-mem-
bers, as well as a $3 fee for the Springsteen
show. The Museum is located at 49 Wash-
ington Street in the downtown area, and
is closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

* * * * * * *
On June 27, there will be a FFFFFifthifthifthifthifth

Annual FAnnual FAnnual FAnnual FAnnual Fiririririreeeeeworworworworworks Celebrationks Celebrationks Celebrationks Celebrationks Celebration at the
Harding School Field in Kenilworth.
Festivities begin at 7 p.m. with refresh-
ments and music entertainment and
will conclude with a fireworks display at
around 9:15 p.m. Bring a blanket or
lawn chair Admission is free. The rain
date is Sunday, July 11.

* * * * * * *
DDDDDooooowntowntowntowntowntown Cwn Cwn Cwn Cwn Cranforranforranforranforranforddddd will come

alive on Thursday, June 24, from 5 to
9 p.m., with a free concert perfor-
mance at 7 p.m. by The Tone Masters.
There will also be over 200 cars on
display. Enjoy what the town has to
offer – eat, shop, stroll. The kids will
have fun with Chips the Clown begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

WF Community BWF Community BWF Community BWF Community BWF Community Band to Fand to Fand to Fand to Fand to Feteeteeteeteete
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The
Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Elias Zareva,
will present a town-wide Inde-
pendence Day celebration on
Thursday, July 1, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

The Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(DAR) will join the band, as the
musicians perform a selection of
patriotic music for all ages.

A feature of the evening’s
concert will include a trio of
trumpets on The Three Soli-
taires by Victor Herbert.

The evening’s solitaires will
include Glenn Parisi, a music educa-
tor in the Plainfield public schools,
who teaches general and vocal music
for kindergarteners to fourth graders.

Another solitaire, Joel Van Tine of
Union, teaches instrumental music in
Warren Township. He is completing his
first year with the band and graduated
from The College of New Jersey in 2001.

Completing the trio will be Tom
Duncan of Toms River, who is in his
24th season of performing with the
band. He also collaborates with the
Carteret American Legion Band.

Additional highlights will include
Victory at Sea by Richard Rodgers,
American Patrol by Meecham and Stars
and Stripes Forever by John Sousa.
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spotlight ‘The Three Solitaires,” which includes,spotlight ‘The Three Solitaires,” which includes,spotlight ‘The Three Solitaires,” which includes,spotlight ‘The Three Solitaires,” which includes,spotlight ‘The Three Solitaires,” which includes,
pictured, left to right: Joel Van Tine, Glennpictured, left to right: Joel Van Tine, Glennpictured, left to right: Joel Van Tine, Glennpictured, left to right: Joel Van Tine, Glennpictured, left to right: Joel Van Tine, Glenn
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The program will include a pre-
sentation by the SAR and DAR, as well as
the Town Crier, who will bring the news to
the audience as done in Colonial times.

The Westfield Community Band’s
Summer Concert series will continue
on Thursday, July 8 and 15 in
Mindowaskin Park. All events are free
to the public and it is suggested that the
audience bring lawn chairs or blankets.

In the event of rain, the concert will
be held in the Assembly Hall of the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, at
the rear entrance of the church.

The series is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director. For more
information, please call (908) 789-4080.

large, it was fun working with Peter and
getting a glimpse of professionalism.”

The film was an overall success for cast
and crew. As for As Cool As Jennifer
being piloted as a TV series, Basler and
the cast is hopeful.

“I just hope As Cool As Jennifer gets
distributed and all of our hard work gets
appreciated,” said Dillingham. “(I hope
that) Peter gets the recognition he really
deserves.”

Basler added, “I was really pleased
with the audience feedback. They really
seemed to be into it. It was a great night!”

For additional information, please visit
www.AsCoolAsJennifer.com or
www.JustAddPepper.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Peter Paul Basler


