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Checchio Chiropractic Clubs
NY Ortho Softball Men, 11-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

leftfield. DeFabio played his part
well in five putouts and Poillon vacu-
umed so well that if third base were
a restaurant it would get a five-star
rating for cleanliness. Poillon also

made a slick, slip sliding catch of a
popup in the fifth, which yielded a
smile.

Poillon’s addition to the team made
Checchio’s infield nearly impen-
etrable, which complemented the
competent outfield of Dave Eckert
and Ed Guittierez, and Fanwood
Transmission transfers Greg
McComb and Nick Piscopo.

“We picked up Pete. Neil brought
him and he has been great,” men-
tioned Guittierez.

The 6-6 Ortho infield pulled off a
pitcher (Brian Meagher) to second
(John DeFouw) to first (Mike Kuchar)
double play in the third inning.

In addition to Nies, Kauffman went
2-for-2 with two runs scored, Poillon
singled and doubled and scored once
and pitcher Ron Germinder singled
twice and scored. Ortho totaled eight
hits – no more than two in an inning

– and were led by Jared Wische and
Dave Herrmann, former Scotch
Plains-Fanwood standout in base-
ball and recent Rutgers graduate with
a degree in Economics – who each

had two hits.
Checchio’s cracked

out four runs in the bot-
tom of the first inning.
Kauffman ripped a
single to center and
Tumolo tattooed an RBI
double to center. Piscopo
yanked an RBI single to
right, Nies knocked a
single and Guittierez
brought two runs home
when his liner deflected
off the glove of the
centerfielder.

After that good
jumpstart, Piscopo com-
mented, “I have been
playing in this league for
six years. (Playing for
Fanwood Transmission)
We were discouraged
when we couldn’t beat
PEPCO (the team that
had dominated the
league for years). We’ve
got a great lineup. I think
we will do it this year.”

Checchio’s did it again with three
runs in the third. Kauffman singled
and darted to second on a hesitation
in the outfield. Piscopo hit a chopper
to the second baseman, Kauffman
screamed toward home, the second
baseman opted to throw home but
Kauffman slid under the tag. Nies
followed with his two-run blast over
the centerfield fence.

The final four Chacchio runs
roughed up the plate in the fourth.
Brian Dayton hopped an infield
single, Germinder singled and
DeFabio laced an RBI single to left.
Poillon slammed an RBI single to
right that eluded the outfielder, al-
lowing two more runs to score.
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WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION 

MAGNIFICENT colonial home to be built on a desirable new cul-
de-sac in Westfield. This home boasts 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, two 
story entrance foyer & family room, fireplace, vaulted ceiling in 
master bedroom , kitchen w/granite counters, & more  $1,250,000. 

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA 

WESTFIELD       New homes priced from      $  649,900 
WESTFIELD  New six bedroom colonial      $  999,900 
SCOTCH PLAINS  New cul-de-sac w/6 homes    $   799,900 
SCOTCH PLAINS New four bedroom w/porch   $1,095,000 
SCOTCH PLAINS New 4,500 sq. ft. Colonial      $1,295,000

Bill Swisher blasted his solo homer,
Gaito doubled down the rightfield
line and scored on Sullivan’s triple to
left to give Montrose a 2-0 lead.
Montrose added three runs in the
second. Shaput launched a leadoff
homer, Dave Legg reached on a
bobble and Johnny Swisher worked
a free pass. Bill Swisher banged an
RBI sacrifice and Corcoran cracked
an RBI double to secure a 5-0 lead.

Hunter loaded up and banged a run
in the second and two in the third. In
the second, Mike Ewing and Paul
Bilcher both singled and Paul Ewing
hit an RBI single. In the third, Cuccaro
dropped a bunt and scuffed home on
Kamins’ double. Kamins then scored
on a double by Ewing.

Montrose added a run in the fourth.
Johnny Swisher singled Bill Swisher
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly right.
Hunter retaliated with three runs in
the fifth to tie the game, 6-6. Manzi
looped a single and scored on Wein’s
sizzling triple. Kluckas bopped an
RBI sacrifice and Kamins singled
and scored on Mike Ewing’s triple to
center.

The Hunters added three runs in
the sixth. Brian Keller ripped a single

and Pensack skidded a single, scor-
ing Keller on an overthrow, then
Wein blasted a solo homer into never-
never land.

“Out here, it’s just wide open, but
the Montrose people were playing us
deep,” explained Wein. “We were
actually trying to hit for singles early
on, but then after scoring a couple of
runs we got several long balls going
our way and it worked out well.”

Montrose regained the lead with
four runs in the seventh. Gaito and
Sullivan drilled RBI doubles and
Bender belted a two-run shot to cen-
ter. Hunter tied the game with a run
in the seventh. Keller singled,
scrambled past second and reached
third on Pensack’s single and scored
on an overthrow.

In the eighth, Manzi led off with a
bunt single. Wein and Kluckas were
awarded free passes and Cuccaro
finished up by ripping the ball for the
winning run.

Savoring his team’s 8-1 record,
Cuccaro said, “I was able to get a
pitch and knock it for a hit, but it was
a total team effort.”
Montrose 230 100 40 10
Hunter 012 033 11 11

Hunter Softballers Hold On,
Trim Montrose, 11-10, in 8th
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Girls Made Baseball Team
At Park Middle School

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written For the Westfield Leader and The Times

Sports history was made this spring
at Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains. For the first time, girls were
permitted to play baseball on the
previously all-boys team.

Saxony Neilson, 13, of Scotch Plains
and Jaclyn Law, 13, also of Scotch
Plains, joined the Raiders after per-
forming well at tryouts. Both are sev-
enth graders at Park Middle School.

After expressing an interest in play-
ing baseball, the two were originally
steered towards softball instead. Con-
cerned parents went to bat for the
girls, and insisted that the athletic
department abide by Title IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972,
which bans sex discrimination in
schools, including athletics.

Both girls had played previously
on Little League and Tournament
Teams and were known to many of
their teammates.

“We loved having the girls on our
team,” said catcher Tyler Della Badia,
13, of Scotch Plains, who has played
in the past with Saxony on a tourna-
ment team.

Pitcher Colin Grimm, 13, of Scotch
Plains agreed. “They were good play-
ers,” he said, adding that he and
Saxony have played together on a
team in the past, and that he knows
Jaclyn as a friend.

Jaclyn and Saxony welcomed the
boys’ ready acceptance. “I was treated

like every other person on the team,”
said Jaclyn, who usually plays third
base, and who has been playing base-
ball since she was five years old.

“It was important to me to become a
member of the Raiders because I love
baseball,” said Saxony. Saxony has been
playing baseball since she was in sec-
ond grade. This season she played sec-
ond base and shortstop for the Raiders.

According to Coach Robert Rafferty,
35 students tried out, but only 21,
including the two girls, made the team.

“The girls fit in with no problems,”
said Rafferty, a Health and Physical
Education teacher who, in addition
to coaching the Raiders, coaches
freshman girls basketball and cross-
country at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. “Both Saxony and
Jaclyn knew the basics as well as the
fundamentals of the game,” he ex-
plained.

“Every child, regardless of his or
her sex, has a right to play any sport
he or she desires. Will is more impor-
tant than anything else. It is a parent’s
responsibility to maintain his or her
child’s belief in herself/himself,” said
Saxony’s mother, Gwen English
Neilson. Neilson was in complete
support of her daughter’s wish to be
a member of the Raiders.

With one historic season behind
them, both girls are eagerly looking
forward to next spring, and the op-
portunity to once again try out and
play for the Raiders.

MacNeil, Regg, Bobyack Get
All-UC, 1st Team Girls Track

Westfield High School junior
Emily MacNeil and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, Michelle Regg and
Amanda Bobyack, were named All-
Union County (UC) First Team in
girls track and field by The Star
Ledger for their accomplishments in
their respective individual events.
Governor Livingston’s Chrissy
McCurdy, of Mountainside, was
named the UC Most Versatile Ath-
lete of the Year.

Raiders Samantha Gates, Danielle
Vena, Meaghan Kelly and Aja Bundy
won the 4x400 meters at the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and were
named to the All-UC First Team.
Bobyack, a freshman, had a per-
sonal-best leap of 16’5.5” to win the
long jump in the UCT. Regg gained
acclaim for her efforts in the triple
jump.

Blue Devil MacNeil established
new Westfield High School records
in the 400 and 800 meters and for her
participation in the 4x800 meter re-
lay. She received All-UC First Team
recognition for her performances in
the 800 meters where she finished
first at the Watchung Conference
meet. She teamed with Annie Onishi,
Meg Driscoll and Deenie Quinn to
break a WHS record in the 4x800
with a time of 9:27.75 to qualify for
the Penn Relays and the East Coast
Relays.

McCurdy won the high jump at the
UCT but was second in the 400
hurdles at that meet. McCurdy won
the 400 hurdles, finished third in the
100 hurdles and took second in the
400 meters at the Mountain Valley
Conference championships. At the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 2
meet, she won the 100 hurdles,
crossed second in the 400 hurdles,
tied for second in the high jump and
finished fourth in the 400.

Blue Devils Jennell Carter
(1:01.86), Onishi (1:01.38), Driscoll
(1:01) and MacNeil (57.91 [career
best split]) took first in the 4x400
meters in 4:02.2, a WHS record, at
the WCT to be named to the All-UC
Second Team. Raiders Bundy (400
meters) and Katie Zaleski (pole
vault), Blue Devil Mika Cruz (inter-
mediate hurdles) and Union Catho-
lic Viking Shawna Greenwood (dis-
cus) were also named to the All-UC
Second Team.

Blue Devils Onishi (800 meters)
and Alison Petrow (shot put) and
Raiders Mary Shashaty (3200 meters)
and Meaghan Kelly (intermediate
hurdles) were named to the All-UC
Third Team.

The Westfield girls, who won the
WCT National Division and the
Union County Relay titles under
Head Coach Nancy Carpenter, were
named Team of the Year.

Scotch Plains Softball
League Standings:

A DIVISION (As of June 18):
TEAM W L
Dunellen Hotel 10   3
Checchio’s   9   3
Jade Isle   5   5
NY Ortho   6   7
Boo Ray   4   8
Theresa’s  3 10

B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Trinity Electric 10   0
Sun Tavern 10   4
Garwood Rest   9   3
Delasal   8   3
Family Investors   4   9
Sofa Kings   3   7
Misfits   1 11
Mortarulo Masonry   0 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STOMPING ON SECOND BASE…Checchio base runner Neil Kauffman
stomps on second base as NY Ortho shortstop Kevin Rosander, No. 2, awaits the
throw.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME RUN TROT…Checchio’s Mark Nies rounds
third and gets congratulations from Pete Poillon
after whacking a two-run homer.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME HOME…Second baseman and leadoff batter Phil Wein lambasted
an RBI triple in the fourth and crushed a homer in the fifth to lead Hunter Ave.
in FOMSA action at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
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WESTFIELD—Charm surrounds you in this delightful four
bedroom, 2½ bath Colonial. Lovingly maintained, the home

boasts numerous updates and architectural details that serve to

enhance the attraction of this wonderful home. The floor plan

is ideal for casual living and elegant entertaining...spacious

living room with fireplace, formal dining room, cozy den, sun

porch overlooking rear yard, updated eat-in kitchen, and

more!

Presented for $668,500


