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St. Joe Softballers Out-Pace
St. Kilian Sluggers, 14-11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

several. Raphael made a smooth catch
in left and Jim Reilly made a fine
running catch in shallow right.

The Joes jumped on Kilian with
five runs in the top of the first. McGall
doubled, Guy singled and Jonny
smacked an RBI double. Steve
Abrunzo lifted an RBI sac fly, Monroy
brought Jonny home on a fielder’s
choice, Talcott looped a single over
second, Russ Voorhees yanked an
RBI single and Dennis Hercel had an
RBI groundout.

Kilian answered with three in the
bottom of the inning when Stratton
doubled, Balestriere hopped an RBI
single and Raphael walloped his two-

run homer.
The Joes plated four in the second

to take a 9-3 lead. Nate Mangiris and
McGall both singled, Guy bashed
his RBI double, Jonny jarred an RBI
single and Monroy pounded an RBI
triple. In the third, Kilian added three
when Mike Michalisin walked,
Balestriere singled, Raphael cranked
his two-run triple and John Gorman
battered an RBI double.

Roth hammered his solo blast over
the rightfield fence in the fourth.

“Did you get a picture of that
swing?” questioned Roth.

Kilian tightened the score to 10-8
with two runs in the fourth. Bialos
tripled home Stan Lisniewski and
scored when the relay was missed.

In the fifth, Jonny doubled and
scored when Abrunzo reached first
on an error. Monroy singled, Talcott
lobbed an RBI sac fly and Hercel
hopped an RBI single. Kilian
matched the three runs in the lower
fifth when Floyd Roberts singled,
Michalisin reached on an error,
Stratton singled in Roberts and
Balestriere belted his two-run triple.

St. Joe, a little nervous, got an
utterance from Roth in the top of the
sixth. “Come on guys! Let’s get four
or five back!”

All they got was one run when
Roth doubled and scored on Guy’s
sac fly to right, but that was all that
was needed, as Kilian’s bats could
speak no more.
St. Joseph 540 131 0 14
St. Kilian 303 230 0 11

Kopnicki, Smith, Perrella Get
All-UC 1st Team Boys Track
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Raiders Brian Kopnicki and
Sean Smith, Westfield Blue Devil
Jeff Perrella and Governor Livingston
Highlanders Mike Carmody and An-
thony Abitante were named to the
All-Union County (UC) First Team
in boys track and field by The Star
Ledger.

Kopnicki made the All-UC First
Team and the All-Group 3 Second
Team in the 3200 meters. In the fall,
he easily won the UC cross country
title, in the winter he won the two-
mile at the indoor meet and in the
spring, he won the UC 3200 meter
title. Those accomplishments estab-
lished him as the UC Distance Run-

ner of the Year. Yet to realize his full
potential, he won the 1600 and 3200
at the Watchung Conference (WC)
National Division meet, won the 3200
and took second in the 1600 at the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
meet and finished third in the 3200 at
the state Group 3 meet with a per-
sonal-best time of 9:29.15.

Smith, the Raiders’ “Mr. Versatil-
ity”, made the All-UC First Team in
the high jump when he cleared 6’4”
to win the county title. He also was
very strong in the 110 hurdles, the
400 intermediate hurdles and the jav-
elin. Perrella, a sophomore, became
the Blue Devils’ shining star this
year and made the All-UC First Team
in the 1600 meters. Perrella also had
near photo finishes to Kopnicki in
the 1600 and 3200 events at the WC.

Carmody, the state champion in
the 800 meters and All-UC Performer
of the Year, was selected All-State,
All-Group 2 and All-UC First Team
in the event. Carmody, who was un-
defeated this year in the 400 and 800,
was also outstanding in the 200, 1600
and his leg of the Highlander sprint
medley relay team that placed first at
the East Coast Relays. Abitante won
the UC title in the pole vault with a
clearance of 14’6” to be named to the
All-UC First Team and the All-Group
2 Third Team.

Blue Devils Brendan Egan (800
meters) and Mike Gorski (pole vault)
along with Raider Tim Karis (discus)
were named to the All-UC Second
Team and Blue Devil Mike Woods
(pole vault) and the GL 4x400 relay
team were named to the All-UC Third
Team.

Westfield Jr. Legion Boys Rally,
Down SP-F Raider  Nine, 12-6

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield overcame an early defi-
cit and battled back with quality
pitching and one strong surge of
timely hitting in the bottom of the
fifth inning to topple Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 12-6, in Junior American
Legion baseball action in Westfield
on June 18.

“We’re 4-1 now and have a nice
nucleus of talent,” said Westfield
Head Coach Dave Duelks. “Today, I
felt we needed to step it up overall
and get our heads into the game a
little better than the way we have
been playing. I challenged them to
hit the ball hard and one through nine
had a hard-hit ball. They stepped up
in a big way and each and everyone
did something to contribute to the
team.”

Starting pitcher Joe Schurig scat-
tered eight hits, struck out two and
walked one in his four innings on the
mound, and reliever Mike Venezia
faced 13 batters, allowing just one
hit, a double by Anthony Ricci.

“Schurig was doing well but I
thought we needed a change,” said
Duelks. “We had the heart of their
order coming up and they already
saw Joey two times, so we made the
change. Venezia did a beautiful job
and put the nail into the coffin.”

SP-F starting pitcher John Decker
was equally effective in his four in-
nings as he tossed a six-hitter, fanned

one and walked two. Greg Baynard
relieved and went the rest of the way.

SP-F got on the board first with a
run in the top of the first when Adam
Perez ripped a sharp single to left and
scored on an errant throw to third.
Their sizzle continued in the third
with three more runs. Perez reached
base and scooted to second on a
muffed pickup. Andrew Lyons and
Bayard received free passes to load
them up. Chris Kolb banged a two-
run single before being tagged out on
a heads-up play by second baseman
Tommy Bonard. Ricci added an RBI
sacrifice fly.

“One of the things I tell the kids all
the time is that defense wins the
game, no matter what,” said Duelks.
“We had a rough inning and made a
couple of defensive errors, and that
put us in the hole.”

Westfield responded loudly with
three runs in the fourth. Kyle
Zeitounian yanked a single to right
and Brian Burdulia plopped a single
over third. Schurig ripped a two-run
double, Dan Melillo spanked an RBI
single and Ryan Gundrum sizzled an
RBI shot to right.

SP-F put up two runs in the fifth.
Kolb walked and Colin Campbell
reached first on an infield bobble.
Ricci laid down a sacrifice bunt.
Kolb and Campbell later crossed
home on two throwing errors.

Westfield displayed power in the
fifth as 13 batters reached the batter’s

box and seven scored spearheaded
by Bonard, who punched in two runs.
Venezia bopped an RBI single,
Burdulia bunted and scored
Zeitounian, Melillo mangled a two-
run double and Dan Melino ripped
an RBI single.

“I challenged them again and told
them that they put our pitcher in the
hole, so it was up to them to step up
and, sure enough, they did,” said
Duelks. “They got a little fired up,
made up for their mistakes in the
field and produced with the bat. I
told them that we take it one game at
a time, keep the winning streak go-
ing as long as we can.”

Westfield secured the victory with
two unearned runs in the sixth.

Second baseman Perez, who re-
corded four put-outs and lashed three
hits, including a double, said, “Usu-
ally, I’m not the leadoff hitter, but
today coach put me up there, so I was
pleased that I was able to help the
team both with my hitting and field-
ing. Overall, we played a good game.
We made a few errors but that’s all
part of the game.”

Happy with the victory, Gundrum
said, “Coach told us to be aggressive
at the plate coming into this game.
We were not hitting too well early
on, but our aggressiveness and confi-
dence at the plate finally woke up the
bats and everyone started hitting.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 103 020 0 6
Westfield 000 372 x 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNAWAY SECOND BASE…St. Joe’s Tom McGall slides safely into second
base as St. Kilian shortstop Rob Stratton makes a tag. For safety purposes, the
unattached second base slides away on impact.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UP, UP AND AWAY…St. Joe slugger Damon Roth enjoys the view as he watches
his homer sail over the rightfield fence.

 Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOSSING THE HEAT…SP-F starting pitcher John Decker scattered just three
hits through three innings. Westfield opened up the game in the fourth for a, 12-
6 victory in Junior American Legion action in Westfield.

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $769,900

Notable 9 room home featuring volume ceiling with wood burning fireplaces in entertainment sized
living room and family room.  Spacious formal dining room, sparkling updated eat-in kitchen, french
doors to Florida room, private lush grounds with circular paver patio and so much more.  Perfectly
located on tranquil tree lined street just moments from schools, recreation & transportation.   (052009560)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                 $1,550,000
Turn of the century Victorian located on just shy of an acre.  Five bedrooms, three full baths and 2 half
baths.  The carriage house has an ice cream parlor and overlooks the tennis court and batting cage.  A
conservatory add. overlooks the deck, w/ hot tub, and grounds.  Horse barn. (052009450)

WESTFIELD                    $719,000

This pristine home is nestled on a 1.7 acre wooded lot at end of cul de sac.  Generous rooms and ideal
floor plan are perfect for entertaining.  Living Room features mullioned picture window and gas
fireplace.  Family Room opens with slider onto deck overlooking private yard and onto updated kitchen
with separate eating area and formal dining room.  4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths and first floor office and
laundry complete this terrific home.   (052009580)

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $795,000
This home boasts an inviting floor plan with 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, oversized rooms, hardwood
floors and abundant closet space.  Enormous 2,200 sq. ft. basement with 9’ ceilings - perfect for
workshop or additional living area.  Set on a professionally landscaped lot on a tranquil tree lined
cul-de-sac.  Ten min. to Midtown Direct train.  School bus stops within 50’ of front door.  A perfect
place to call home.  Make it yours today!  Call Pat for a private showing. (052009522)

Stately Center Hall Colonial Newman Built

Spacious & Sunny RanchGracious Victorian


