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WEIN HOMERS AND CUCCARO CLUBS WINNING RBI

Hunter Softballers Hold On,
Trim Montrose, 11-10, in 8th

RAPHAEL RAPS HR, TRIPLE; ROTH HAMMERS HR

St. Joe Softballers Out-Pace
St. Kilian Sluggers, 14-11

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Never expecting to be pushed
around, The Hunter Avenue (Green
Grass Landscape) pulled out a down-
to-the-wire, 11-10, victory in eight
innings over a spirited Montrose team
in Fanwood Old Men’s Softball As-
sociation action at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood on June 16.

“In softball, anyone can win at any
given time and that’s why you play
the game,” explained Hunter co-cap-
tain Frank Cuccaro. “They had a
guy, (Gary Pancoast) who’s not used
to pitching, but he did a great job. He
threw a lot of off-speed and kept us
off balance. It was difficult tonight,
but we gutted it out. We think pride

when the games are close and we
came through at the end.”

As it turned out, Cuccaro, who
went 3-for-4, including two singles
and a double, knocked in the winning
run in the bottom of the eighth. The
Hunters totaled 18 hits. Phil Wein led
the attack with a triple, a home run
and three RBI. Chris Kluckas knocked
in two runs, Steve Kamins ripped two
singles and an RBI double and Mike
Ewing went 4-for-4, including a
double and a triple, with three RBI.

“We started a little sluggish, but
we pulled together and pulled this
one out,” said co-captain Mike
Ewing. “I felt good at the plate and,
overall, it was a great team effort.”

Paul Ewing and Joe Pensack scored

one RBI respectively. On the mound
for Hunter was Al Manzi.

“He’s our team basically,” said
Cuccaro. “When he shows up, we
always feel we can win, because he
makes our team go.”

Montrose played quite well, net-
ted 15 hits and was led by team
captain Bill Swisher who started off
the fireworks with a leadoff homer in
the first and accounted for three RBI.
Jimmy Corcoran went 4-for-5 with
two doubles and an RBI. Jack Sullivan
tripled and ripped two doubles for
two RBI. Jack Shaput thumped a
homer, Scott Gaito tripled and had
an RBI double and Ken Bender con-
tributed a two-run double.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fearing the uncertainty of having
lost its star shortstop, Brian Will-
iams, due to a dislocated shoulder,
the St. Joseph softball team felt it
might be a long season. However,
diamond-in-the-rough, Amilcar
Monroy, took over the position with
glaring style not just in the field but
also at the plate to lead the Joe boys
to a 14-11 victory over St. Kilian in
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on June 18.

Offensively, Monroy was one of
several Joe boys who led the 17-hit
assault. Monroy had three hits, in-
cluding a two-run triple, and fin-
ished with two runs scored and three
RBI. Mike Jonny jolted two doubles

and a single, scored three runs and
had two RBI. Damon Roth went 2-
for-2 with a solo home run and a
double and scored twice. Bob Guy
doubled and singled, scored twice
and added an RBI.

At short, Monroy pulled off sev-
eral strong plays, including a major-
league running catch in shallow left
with his back to the infield. Roth
made a diving snow-cone snag down
the foul side of deep leftfield, Tom
McGall had a great grab in center, as
did Guy in left-center, and John
DeVito made a nice scoop at third
base. The real wizardry, however,
came from pitcher John Reynolds,
who wrapped no less than six line
drives in his clenches.

Prior to the game, Joe team cap-
tain Dean Talcott said, “Our short-

stop Williams got hurt, so we had to
see who could fill the position.
Monroy tried and he is the real deal.”

The Kilians read the ball well at
the plate, rapping out 13 hits, includ-
ing a two-run home run and a two-
run triple from slugger Paul Raphael.
Lou Balestriere whacked three hits,
including a two-run triple, scored
twice and finished with three RBI.
Rob Stratton ripped a double and a
single and scored twice and Howard
Bialos thumped an RBI triple, singled
and scored a run.

“We didn’t play well today. Our
fielding was bad. Again, we came up
short,” stated Bialos.

Kilian did, however, make some
good plays defensively, especially
from shortstop Stratton, who made

ZIELLER BLASTS 2-RUN HR, HILD SCORES 5 RUNS

Westfield Sr. Legion Batters
Kenilworth Baseballers, 19-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning was indeed sparking off
the bats of the Westfield Senior
American Legion boys’ baseball team
as they battered visiting Kenilworth,
19-9, on June 18 to pick up their
second victory in a row. The biggest
flash came off the “thunder stick” of

Alex Zieller when he blasted a two-
run home run in the first inning to set
the pace for the Sr. Legion boys.

Zieller crossed the plate four times
and contributed two of Westfield’s
16 hits. Chris Hild, who was 3-for-3
and walked twice, scored in all five
of his plate appearances.

“He’s been working hard. He stole

four bases, had three hits, a couple of
walks. He’s here every day really
working hard,” said Westfield Head
Coach Bob Gardella of Hild.

Pierce Gaynor had an RBI double
and a two-run single and scored twice.
Catcher Dave Kaplow added some
punch, going 3-for-4 with two RBI.

NIES WHACKS 2-RUN HR; POILLON DOUBLES, SINGLES

Checchio Chiropractic Clubs
NY Ortho Softball Men, 11-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superlative defense combined with
a 14-hit attack, which included two
doubles and a home run, earned 8-3
Checchio’s Chiropractic an 11-0 shut-
out over New York Ortho in the first
game of a doubleheader in Scotch

Plains Softball League action at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
June 16. Slugger Ron Nies blasted a
two-run homer, singled and scored
twice to lead Checchio’s offensively.

The startling Checchio infield com-
prised of third baseman Pete Poillon,
shortstop Neil Kauffman, second

baseman Joe DeFabio and first
baseman Rob Tumolo worked won-
ders. Kauffman, with his incredibly
quick hands, initiated a smooth sec-
ond-to-first double play to go along
with several fine grabs, including a
great running cradle catch in shallow

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LANDING JUST SHORT…Hunter Avenue (Green Grass Landscape) catcher Kyle Bilcher remains focused after
making the tag on Montrose Johnny Swisher. The Hunters escaped with a down-to-the-wire, 11-10, win.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING ONE OF HIS FIVE RUNS…Westfield Sr. Legion player Chris Hild, No. 26, slides safely home in a cloud of
dust to score the second of his five runs scored against Kenilworth.


