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        Brooks Crandall for The Times

GOOD SPORTS…Girls of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Youth Soccer Day congratulate each other at the final session.

S. Plains SID Steering Committee
Recommends No Sunset Provision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Last week, the Special Improve-
ment District (SID) steering com-
mittee in Scotch Plains decided to
recommend to the Township Coun-
cil that no sunset provision be in-
cluded in the establishment ordinance
the council is considering, conclud-
ing that there are already adequate
statutory mechanisms available to
dissolve a SID in the event that the
proposed redevelopment entity was
deemed ineffective.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day evening, the Council heard Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool explain the

reasons why the SID steering com-
mittee last week voted against in-
cluding a sunset provision, an idea
broached at the Council’s May 25
meeting when, after three hours of
public comment, it was suggested
that such a provision might calm
some of the opposition to the SID.

Including a sunset provision would
mean that a time limit would be
placed on the SID’s existence and a
vote by a future council would be
required to continue its existence.

Mrs. Malool said that steering com-
mittee members felt that limiting the
SID to an initial five-year time frame,
for example, might make it difficult
to hire a downtown manager and
undertake longer-term projects. She
also noted that there are several
mechanisms already available to end
the SID.

Calling the sunset provision “a red
herring,” Mayor Martin Marks said
he was disappointed by the lack of
vocal support by downtown business
and property owners, a level he
termed “woefully minimal.” He said
he has not received any telephone
calls or e-mails from SID supporters.
Noting that a slim majority of those
speaking at the May 25 public hear-
ing were in favor of the SID, the
Mayor said, “At this point, it amazes
me that we haven’t seen the support
from the business community.”

At a 45-minute special meeting on
June 9, the nine members of the
steering committee in attendance,
after briefly discussing a five-year
sunset provision put forth by com-
mittee chairman Steve Goldberg,
turned to a proposal from Dominic
Verdic, a downtown property owner,
who said that including a sunset pro-
vision in the ordinance “brings poli-
tics into it” and gives too much con-
trol over the SID’s existence to the
local government.

He pointed out that, without a sun-
set clause, there are still ways that a
SID can be dissolved if the local
government or downtown property
owners feel it is not effective: the
council can reject its annual budget

proposal or the SID’s board of direc-
tors can submit a budget request of
zero dollars.

“We compromised a lot already,”
said committee member Barry Gaunt,
noting that during its deliberations
over the winter, the committee had
agreed to council suggestions on the
area to be included in the SID and the
way assessments would be handled.
“We can’t compromise everything.”

He said if other provisions for abol-
ishing the SID didn’t exist, then a
sunset provision might be necessary.

Consultant Seth Grossman, who
has spent much of the past nine
months guiding the committee
through its deliberations, said the
small handful of municipalities that
have established a SID with a sunset
provision have used the five-year
formula. But he termed the proviso
“an unnecessary additive” given that
abolishment mechanisms already
exist.

The sunset idea “absolutely means
nothing,” he said. “In the fifth year,
you’ll need to make just as compel-
ling an argument for a sixth year as
you will in the fourth year and the
third year.”

The committee voted unanimously
to recommend that there be no sunset
provision in the ordinance. The Town-
ship Council is expected to resume
the public hearing at its Tuesday,
June 22 meeting, and a vote on the
ordinance may be taken that evening.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said
that, perhaps, opponents of creating
a SID were primarily long-time busi-
ness and property owners who have
prospered enough that they saw no
reason for any drastic changes. She
worried about a SID driving a wedge
between the opposite camps in the
business community.

Councilman Frank Rossi agreed,
saying that some opponents don’t
see a SID as providing any benefits
to them. “Their business is stable,”
he said. “They’re doing OK already.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
asked, “If the business community is

Comprehensive Equity
Plan to Be Implemented
From 2004-2007 in SP-F

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education held their June
open agenda meeting on Thursday
night, as well as a special presenta-
tion that honored newly tenured
teachers in the district.

Along with the celebration of ten-
ured teachers, the district also rec-
ognized teachers who had received
grants in the past year. Displays
around the old gymnasium exhib-
ited the programs made possible by
the grant money.

The district also honored art
teacher Barbara Prestridge who will
be traveling to Japan for three weeks
as part of the Fulbright Memorial
Fund Teacher Program. Ms.
Prestridge plans to learn about Japa-
nese art and theater, and is already
planning to bring her experience in
Japan into the classroom in a vari-
ety of ways. Last summer, Anthony
Arno, a fourth grade teacher at
McGinn School participated in the
Fulbright program, and Superin-
tendent Dr. Carol Choye expressed
her hope that next year the district
will send a third teacher to the

program in Japan.
During the actual BOE meeting,

the board members approved the
Comprehensive Equity Plan for
2004-2007, a state mandate that
organizes the guidelines, laws, stat-
utes and policies that the school
will follow for the next three years.
According to director of Human
Resources Randall Kanter, who
helped put the plan together, the
forty-one page Comprehensive Eq-
uity Plan extends beyond a state
mandate because it is a thorough
examination that assesses and plans
how Scotch Plains-Fanwood will
move forward with making the dis-
trict a place that equally serves
each and every child.

According to Assistant Superin-
tendent Dr. Margaret Hayes, the
Comprehensive Equity Plan will
especially try to reduce the repre-
sentation of African-American
males in special education, and in-
crease the number of minority chil-
dren in gifted and talented classes,
among other things.

The board also approved the sum-
mer assignments and reading lists

Township Investigates Roof Repairs;
Honors Police Retirees and Athletes

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Work began last weekend to tem-
porarily repair the leak-plagued roof
at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, which will likely undergo a
more comprehensive refurbishing in
the next 12-18 months.

At its regular meeting last week,
the Township Council approved a
$13,400 contract for Arco Construc-
tion of Garfield to apply a temporary
sealant to the building’s roof, which
will prevent “significant” leaks from
rain and melting snow.

In the meantime, the Council will
meet with architects who will present
the governing body with options to
more fully replace the roof not only
at the Municipal Building but also at
the Public Works building on
Plainfield Avenue.

In other business, the Council hon-
ored recently retired Police Chief

Marshall Nelson and Captain John
Shebey for their combined 65 years
of service, presenting plaques of
appreciation to each.

The Council also passed a resolu-
tion honoring the sports teams at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. During the 2003-2004 school
year, the teams had a combined
record of 378 wins, 157 losses and
15 ties, which the resolution called
“probably one of the best overall
records in school history,” and sev-
eral teams advanced to their respec-
tive state, county and regional tour-
naments.

High School Principal David
Heisey, along with four student ath-
letes, was on hand to receive copies
of the resolution and to speak about
the school’s athletic programs.

The Township’s annual auction of
unneeded items, mostly property
confiscated by the local police, will

take place on Saturday, June 19, at
10 a.m. in the Municipal Building
parking lot. Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato will again serve as auc-
tioneer.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
announced that the second annual
“Bravest vs. Finest” charity softball
game, pitting members of the town-
ship police department against the
fire department, will be held on July
17 at Brookside Park. Tickets are
available at the Police or Fire De-
partments for $10. Proceeds will go
to Camp Fatima, a camp for disabled
children.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Martin Marks issued a proclamation
declaring last Friday, June 11, as a
day to mourn and honor Ronald
Reagan on the day of his burial. The
mayor ordered that flags at all mu-
nicipal facilities fly at half-staff for
the remainder of the month.

Subdivision
Applications
OK’d in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After two hearings during which
neighbors voiced opposition, on
Monday evening the Scotch Plains
Planning Board approved subdivi-
sion applications for properties
near the Plainfield border and on
the more densely developed north-
ern side of Scotch Plains.

M&M Real Estate Developers
received approval for its applica-
tion to subdivide a portion of a
large lot at 42 Blue Ridge Circle
that is situated in both Scotch Plains
and Plainfield. The property is on
land that slopes sharply and will
require the installation of large
retaining walls before a home is
constructed.

Seven residents of Blue Ridge
Circle testified in opposition to the
application, saying that the retain-
ing walls will be unsightly and
also raising concerns about the
ability of auto traffic to safely travel
the street, which curves sharply at
the new lot.

The Board noted that, given that
there were no variances in the ap-
plication and that the new lot con-
formed to local ordinances, it was
obliged to approve the applica-
tion, but they included conditions
in the approval, including one to
ensure that the retaining walls
would be aesthetically appealing
and another requiring that there
would be adequate landscaping
around the walls.

The other application approved
after a hearing was from Cianciulli
Family, LLC, proposing to subdi-
vide two adjoining properties on
Henry Street into four lots. There
are presently homes on the two

      Ben Solomon for The Times
MAJESTIC SIGHT…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Association gave
a grant to Fanwood for the purchase of 48 American flags, which are currently
being displayed on poles throughout the downtown.

Recycling Center Profits
Aid Two Municipalities
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Re-
cycling Association has seen a profit
from the sale of materials dropped
off at the Recycling Center by resi-
dents, and it is sharing these funds
with both municipalities.

Bob Sommerich, president of the
association, presented grants to
Fanwood’s police, fire department,
rescue squad and Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) at last week’s regu-
lar meeting of the Fanwood Mayor
and Council.

Mr. Sommerich will present grants
to Scotch Plains next week.

The monies will be used in
Fanwood in several ways. The res-
cue squad will use the money to-
wards the purchase of a defibrillator,
the fire department will purchase a
carbon monoxide detector and the

DPW will purchase a lawnmower,
battery and tires.

The association has also given a
grant to Fanwood for the purchase of
48 American flags, which are cur-
rently displayed on poles throughout
the downtown.

“The flags will be a beautiful,
majestic sight,” said Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, “and will be a nice lift
for downtown.”

Mr. Sommerich reviewed the 16-
year history of the recycling center,
the only one of its kind in Union
County. He pointed out that
homeowners in other towns are re-
quired to pay for private services to
pick up recyclable waste in curbside
services. Each Saturday, the center is
manned by volunteers from groups
such as the Boy and Girl Scouts,
Lions Club and other church and
school organizations that receive
$300 for their work.

On Wednesdays, residents sort the
materials themselves.

In addition to donating profits from
the sale of recyclable goods, the cen-
ter collects books and gives them to
impoverished schools. They also
collect labels from Campbell’s prod-
ucts as part of a program that pro-
vides training aids to schools.

Fire Chief Rick Regenthal spoke
before the mayor and council regard-
ing the performance of Fanwood’s
volunteer fire department and the
contributions of departments from
surrounding communities at the Feb-
ruary 3 South Avenue retail fire.

Chief Regenthal stated that

Fanwood’s department has practiced
the scenario of a fire at this particular
strip of shops, due to the fact that the
buildings are very old and made of
wood.

Commending the skill of the
firefighters in handling this fire, he
explained that a “trench cut” hole
was cut in the ceiling, therefore pre-
venting the fire from moving to the
retail spaces on either side of the site
of the original blaze.

“This was done perfectly,” he said.
Chief Regenthal described the dif-

ficulties a volunteer fire department
faces with a fire that occurs during
the daytime hours when there are
less volunteers available. The assis-
tance of fire units from other areas is
often required, and he applauded the
team effort that prevented the fire
from destroying the entire block of
buildings.

In other business, the mayor and
council announced that they have
interviewed two consultant firms,
T&M Associates and Schoor
Depalma, for assistance with plan-
ning the downtown redevelopment
project.

The fee for the services will be
funded out of the $50,000 Smart
Growth Grant the borough received
from the state.

Fanwood’s master plan, which is
overseen by the Planning Board, must
be reviewed every six years, Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar said. T&M
Associates has been hired to work as
a consultant for this task.

                           Ben Solomon for The Times
POWER IN NUMBERS …Republicans named former Cranford mayor Phil
Morin the new Chairman of the Union County Republican Committee at
Tuesday night’s Union County GOP convention held at the Summit Middle
School. Mr. Morin, at the podium, is surrounded by, standing, left to right;
Westfield Freeholder Candidate Frank Arena, Surrogate Candidate Mike
Panagos, Chairman of Scotch Plains and Treasurer of Union County Republi-
can Committee Bill McClintock. Sitting, from left to right; New Jersey State
Senator Tom Kean and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. See story on Page 10.



Page 10 Thursday, June 17, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Fanwood Lions Club Installs
Officers, Awards Scholarships

LIONS’ GIFT TO STUDENTS…Fanwood Lions Club scholarship recipients
are joined by Scholarship Chairwoman Phyllis Fischer at the club’s June 2
gathering. The students, pictured left to right, are: Kerolos Bernaba, Daniel
Wasserman and Daniel Kranz.

FANWOOD — On June 2, the
Fanwood Lions Club held its Ladies
Night and installation of officers for
the year 2004-2005 at Snuffy’s
Pantagis in Scotch Plains.

Past District Governor Frank Mag-
nolia, accompanied by his wife,
Adele, performed the installation of
the officers.

Scholarship Chairwoman Phyllis
Fischer presented the three scholar-
ship winners, including Daniel
Kranz, Daniel Wasserman and
Kerolos Bernaba with $1,000

scholarships for their college edu-
cation.

For the past 50 years, the Fanwood
Lions Club has raised money for the
visually impaired and other local
charities.

The club known as the “Christmas
Tree Club” donated over $5,000 to
various charities at Christmas time
last year. The club meets on the first
and third Wednesdays of the month.
New members are welcome.

For more information, please call
Phyllis Fischer at (908) 233-2581.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076 Join the Club

and Be Rewarded
Join the Club

and Be Rewarded

This Weeks Hours   06/16- 06/22
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm
This Weeks Hours   06/16- 06/22
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm

& The Gift House

Tour Worthy!!!
We are proud to announce that we will be on the 

American Nursery Landscape Associations tour of 
Retail Garden Centers.

This Saturday we will be visited by 200 other garden 
center owners and managers. (Don’t worry they are only 
here for a short period of time and we will be open the 
entire weekend).

In preparation we have been putting in tons of 
overtime getting our nursery perfect. This week we have 
brought in almost 5000 new pots of the best annuals 
and several truck loads of perennials. Our nursery has 
never looked better.

This is the final week of our perennials on parade 
promotion. If you purchase 5-9 perennials we will take 
10% off of them, or buy 10 or more to make a great 
border and we will take 20% Off. 

Sale Ends 06/20/04 and does not apply to previous 
purchases.
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entire weekend).
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brought in almost 5000 new pots of the best annuals 
and several truck loads of perennials. Our nursery has 
never looked better.

This is the final week of our perennials on parade 
promotion. If you purchase 5-9 perennials we will take 
10% off of them, or buy 10 or more to make a great 
border and we will take 20% Off. 
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purchases.

Two 
Tour Worthy

Guys

Buy 5 Perennials
get 10% Off

Buy 10 Perennials
get 20% Off

Buy 5 Perennials
get 10% Off

Buy 10 Perennials
get 20% Off

Yes, 
We are...

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
• Michael A. Miller, 19 years old, of 9

Riga Court was arrested and charged
with underage possession of an alco-
holic beverage, possession of CDS and
possession of drug paraphernalia. A ju-
venile was also taken into custody. Po-
lice were called to Gary Court on a report
of a parked vehicle. Police arrived and
observed Mr. Miller and a juvenile sit-
ting in the vehicle with open containers
of alcohol. A subsequent search of the
vehicle revealed the CDS and parapher-
nalia. Mr. Miller was processed at Head
Quarters and released on several sum-
monses. The juvenile was turned over to
her parents.

• A Terrill Road resident reported that
his motorcycle was stolen. The motor-

for all students which can be found
online at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education website.

Pat Krema, who just finished her
term as Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) president at Evergreen School,
presented the PTA’s last payment for
the playground equipment to busi-
ness administrator, Anthony Del
Sordi. The Evergreen PTA spent two
years raising over fifty thousand dol-
lars to put in a new playground at the
school. A recent art auction helped
fund the last part of the payment so
the PTA could put the project to rest.

The board discussed and prepared
to vote on the following issues which
will take place at the business meet-
ing at the end of the month: the
adoption of a new music textbook for
all third grade classes in the district,
a contract with the Union County
Educational Services Commission
to administer the district’s Nonpublic
School Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act-B Initiative (IDEA-
B) and approval of plans for high
school field trips for next year.

Board members congratulated and
sent well wishes to the senior class of
2004. The graduation ceremony will
be held on June 22 at 6:00pm on the
high school football field.

The regular public meeting will be
held on Tuesday, June 29, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Equity Plan

cycle was taken from the owner’s drive-
way. The last time it was seen was at
1:00 a.m.

• A Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School student reported that her pocket-
book was taken from inside the girls’
locker room. The student stated that she
left her pocketbook unattended inside
the locker room. She returned to change
back into her clothes and the pocketbook
was gone.

• A Morris County resident reported
that her vehicle was keyed while it
was parked in front of a resident’s
home on Portland Avenue. The com-
plainant was baby sitting and returned
to her vehicle and discovered that
both doors and the hood of the vehicle
were keyed.

ather’sF ayD
Now Accepting Reservations For

Sunday, June 20th

Regular menu available for take-out only!

A Special Treat for a Special Man

Seating Begins at 4:30pm until 8:30pm

“Court Yard Dining”

Former Cranford Mayor
Phil Morin Named New
County GOP Chairman

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Provision
not supportive, how will a SID suc-
ceed?”

Councilwoman Malool said she
felt that SID opponents were attempt-
ing to gain converts by spreading
misinformation about the ordinance.
She said several who spoke against
the SID ordinance last month were
clearly misinformed about certain
aspects of the proposal.

Mr. Marks responded by saying,
“Shame on them for not getting in-
formed.”

Mrs. Malool said that some sup-
porters were “afraid” to speak out in
public because they don’t want to
lose business and because they are
personal friends with those on the
opposite side of the issue. She urged
her colleagues not to interpret the
silence from the business commu-
nity as opposition.

The public hearing will resume at
the Council’s meeting next Tuesday
evening. It’s likely that after the pub-
lic has finished speaking, the Coun-
cil will vote on what Mayor Marks
called “a monumental step.”

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

COUNTY – At Tuesday night’s
Union County GOP convention held at
the Summit Middle School, Republicans
named former Cranford mayor Phil Morin
the new Chairman of the Union County
Republican Committee. Morin succeeds
Westfield’s Ronald Frigerio, who stepped
down after two terms.

Also chosen for the GOP county
committee’s executive board were: Vice
Chairwoman Kathi Fiamingo of
Kenilworth, Associate Vice Chairman
Harry Pappas of Springfield, Associate
Vice Chairwoman Maryann Janusz of
Rahway, Treasurer William McClintock
of Scotch Plains and Secretary Daniel
Nozza of Elizabeth.

Mr. Morin told The Leader/Times last
week that his job would be to energize the
party and help campaign for Republi-
cans Frank Arena, Bruce Patterson, Joe
Renna and Pat Quatrochi for Union
County Freeholder seats, and for Mike
Panagos and Peter Lijoi for Union County
Surrogate and Sheriff, respectively.

Mr. Morin said, “I want to energize the
county and the Republican community.”
In a county that includes 130,000 unaf-
filiated voters, he said, “it is imperative to
reach out to those who may have become
dissatisfied with the current administra-
tion or unaware of the current dealings in
county government. I want to bring new
people into the fold, bring new Republi-
cans on board.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Leader/Times that he couldn’t
agree more about Mr. Morin’s strategy.
Mayor Marks met with Mr. Morin and
told him, “Union County Republicans
must be realistic about demographics in
a county where registered Democrats
outnumber registered Republicans by a
close to 3-to-1 margin.”

Mr. Morin said he aims to reform “pay
to play” contracts on a county level, and
put a ban on what he called “county
nepotism.” Calling the county an invis-
ible layer of government, he said, “Our
candidates want to throw a bucket of
paint on that invisible layer.”

“We will focus on targeted races where
we can be successful,” he said. “Specifi-
cally, I’m thinking Rahway. There are
disaffected Democrats and Republicans
alike pointing out problems with that
administration.”

In a Republican town like Scotch
Plains, Mayor Marks said he hopes that
the county GOP will support his cam-
paign for reelection because they know it
is a winnable race. “Democrats have
targeted Scotch Plains as a conquest after
taking Summit, Fanwood and Kenilworth
(typically Republican strongholds),”
Mayor Marks said.

While Mr. Morin admitted that vying
for county seats on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders would be “an uphill battle,”
he touted the GOP challengers as ca-
pable and viable opponents. Mr. Morin
said. “Bruce Patterson and Joe Renna
attend all the county meetings and place
many requests for public records.”

“This group [of current Freeholders]
spends close to $360 million a year based
on their operating budget,” Morin said.
“We deserve to know where that money
goes. It is only healthy to be represented
by two parties.”

Mr. Morin said he and his contingent
would go door-to-door countywide to
campaign for the Freeholder, Surrogate,
and Sheriff candidates. “We will pound
the pavement to establish personal, one-
on-one candidates,” he said. Mr. Morin
said that while his approach to cam-
paigning may seem old fashioned, there
is a “true need to get back to basics.”

“People get lazy with technology,” he
said. “Yes, we have the ability to make
1,000 automated calls in a day or show
cable television ads. I want to do this the
old fashioned way. We need to inform
people on what a freeholder or surrogate
does. It’s critical.”

Mr. Morin, 35, is an attorney. Besides

serving as mayor of Cranford, he sat
on the Cranford Township Committee
for six years. Mr. Morin resides in
Cranford with his wife Maureen and
son, P.J.

“I’ve always looked at the county with
fascination,” he said. “The opportunity
presented itself to give it a try. I know I’m
up for the challenge.”

“I think he’s going to be outstanding,”
Mayor Marks said. “We’ve known each
other for a long time and were part of the
Young Republicans of Union County
together.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

In a unanimous vote, the council
passed an ordinance amendment that
will limit hours for parking on
Watchung View Place and Tillotson
Road. This change came in reaction
to complaints from residents on those
streets that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students were loitering
and littering on their properties dur-
ing and after school hours.

No members of the public came
forward to voice opinions during this
second public hearing of the issue.

First readings were held on two
proposed ordinance amendments.
One involved the concerns of resi-
dents about cars speeding on resi-
dential streets, and the other involved
increasing the hours of sale of alco-
hol at retail stores on Sunday’s. If
passed, retail stores would be able to
open at noon, rather than 1 p.m.
Second readings on these matters
will be heard at the July council
meeting.

In his Public Works report, Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan announced
that the borough will be applying for
a Greening Union County Grant for
shade trees. If received, the grant
would be matched by “in kind ser-
vices.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
ARMED ROBBERY…On Monday morning, the Starlight Cleaners on South
Avenue in Scotch Plains was robbed at gunpoint.  The perpetrator escaped. As
of press time, the police had not release details to this newspaper.

‘Transition Mentors’ Plan to Be
Established in Westfield High

GODSPEED…The 250 Signal Battalion from the Westfield Armory leave on
the bus for McGuire AFB for their flight to Fort Bliss, Texas at 04:30 (in the
morning) last week for final training prior to destination Iraq.

ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Incoming fresh-
men at Westfield High School (WHS)
will now have the benefit of student
“transition mentors” to ease their
adjustment into the rigorous aca-
demic and social climate of high
school life.

Maureen Mazzarese, WHS Stu-
dent Assistance Counselor, detailed
the plan to ease the middle school-
to-high school transition at the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing Tuesday night. She noted that the
transition activities already in place
do a good job of helping students
cope with the change and that this
new plan is “trying to find a way to
make a good system better.”

Earlier this year, the board called
for the formation of a Ninth Grade
Transition Committee to review the
needs of students making the transi-
tion and the activities and events
already in place to meet those needs.
The group was made of up 16 mem-
bers drawn from diverse facets of the
affected community, including stu-
dents, parents, coaches and a repre-
sentative of the Westfield Optimist
Club.

Ms. Mazzarese noted that while
students may have concerns like get-
ting lost in the building or not being
able to open their locker on the first
day of school, “there are not a lot of
ninth graders getting lost.”

She mentioned four benchmarks

that can be used to judge the success
of a student’s transition, including
academic success, a feeling of be-
longing in their new environment,
the ability to identify resources avail-
able to them for assistance and a
student’s knowledge and understand-
ing of and compliance with the
school’s policies and standards.

As part of the committee’s work, a
survey was sent to this year’s ninth
graders to judge their involvement in
school and community activities. The
results showed that the class is a
group of “very involved kids,” ac-
cording to Ms. Mazzarese.

Of the 331 students polled, only 26
indicated that they are not at all
involved in any kind of activity.

“It’s 26 kids we should be reaching
out to,” she said.

Ms. Mazzarese’s report mentioned
three recurrent themes in how to
cope with the transition, including
“more and better ways to communi-
cate,” the desire for a more “per-
sonal” transition experience, and an
increasing emphasis on student-to-
student contact. The last theme
caused the committee to push ahead
with the transition mentor plan.

Piloted in the 2003-2004 school
year, the plan calls for the training of
WHS juniors and seniors as mentors
to ascending ninth graders. This year,
the program was limited in scope,
randomly selecting 100 ninth grad-
ers to be mentored by 30 juniors and
seniors.

Ms. Mazaarese said that the pro-
gram was “very effective” and that
she received positive feedback from
all involved.

“They found real value in talking
to other kids about real stuff,” she
said.

In the 2004-2005 school year, the
program will expand to include all of
the approximately 470 ninth graders
who will be new to WHS. Approxi-
mately 115 students who received
recommendations from their teach-
ers and fellow students will mentor
the program. Five faculty advisors
will supervise the students. A letter
will be sent home to all parents and
guardians of rising freshmen describ-
ing the program and the committee’s
report will be placed on the school
district’s website.

Jeffrey Feldman of the Optimists
Club addressed the board briefly fol-
lowing Ms. Mazzarese’s presenta-
tion. He mentioned the club’s yearly
involvement in the Graduation Bash,
and said, “We’d love to be able to
expand our efforts to this area.”

He suggested a Freshman Com-
munity Project to help students from
the district’s two intermediate
schools get to know each other and
learn to cooperate in a non-aca-
demic setting.

The board also heard a report from
Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts,
that centered on the department’s
effort “to build on our excellent fine
arts programs by expanding oppor-
tunities for students.”

“We have a group for everyone,”
she said. Her recommendations in-
cluded the possible formation of a
second jazz band to supplement the
one already in existence at WHS, a
Theatre Technology course, a Music
Theatre course, a Music/Video club
for students to compose and record
their original works and a Fine Arts
Day to highlight student accomplish-
ments.

The board also briefly discussed
the need for new lighting and sound
equipment at WHS. Currently, the
school pays approximately $13,000
a year for rental equipment.

Ryan Leonard, a WHS senior who
captured the Best Actor in a Musical
award at the Paper Mill Playhouse’s
annual Rising Star Award ceremo-
nies for his portrayal of Che Guevara
in the WHS Spring Musical produc-
tion of Evita, spoke to the board to
thank it “for being so supportive of
the arts.”

Prior to the business portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, the board recog-
nized the accomplishments of three
WHS teachers for their outstanding
work this year.

Kimberley Gosen-Fowler, a 1989
graduate of WHS, won the Distin-
guished Teacher of the Year Award.
Leslie Jacobsen, a math teacher at
WHS for 29 years, won the Fosse
Memorial Award, and Roy Cham-
bers was honored with the PTSO
Teacher of the Year Award.

existing lots fronting on Henry Street;
those elongated lots extend from
Henry Street to Westfield Avenue.

The two new lots, irregular in
shape, will be created on the Westfield
Avenue side of the properties. One
lot is diamond-shaped and will mea-
sure 130 feet deep and about 80 feet
at its widest. The other parcel will be
about 55 feet wide and about 110 feet
deep. Variances were requested be-
cause the newly-drawn lot lines will
cause the rears of the two Henry
Street homes to be closer to the prop-
erty line than is permitted.

Several neighbors spoke in oppo-
sition to the application, with most
objecting to what they felt was a
further change in the character of the
neighborhood.

Board Engineer Thomas Quinn
told the Board he felt the irregular
shape of the two new properties
“seems forced,” adding his opinion
that the new homes that will be built
on the new lots will be “like or-
phans” and “out of character with the
rest of that block.”

He suggested creating a single new
lot and one new home. After getting
assurance that the new homes would
not be excessively large to where
yards would be too small to be us-
able, the Board, by a 4-1 margin,
approved the application.

The Board approved a minor sub-
division application by Romano
DiNizo to split the lot at 416 Flanders
Avenue into two 40-foot by 132-foot
lots. The existing home on the lot
will remain, but a detached garage at
the rear of the property will be moved
closer to the house. Then a new home
will be built on the second lot.


