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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders spon-
sored the opening reception for the
2004 Teen Arts Touring Exhibit at the
Springfield Public Library on June 9.

The exhibit consists of 69 pieces of
art selected from over 600 visual art-
works shown at the 2004 Union County
Teen Arts Festival held in March at
Union County College in Cranford.

Artwork by teenagers from
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights were se-
lected for the exhibit, which will be
available through Wednesday, June 30.

Westfield artists include Allison Tiedrich
of Westfield High School and John
Thomson of Beadleston High School.

Mountainside resident Christina
Pindar, a student at Deerfield School,
joined Scotch Plains residents Quadir

Whitehurst, Jorge DeJesus and
George Bucci in the exhibition.

Quadir attends Centennial High
School, Jorge studies at Hillcrest Acad-
emy, and George is a student at Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
in Scotch Plains.

Berkeley Heights residents and Gov-
ernor Livingston High School stu-
dents Rebecca Schaal, Arda Hotz, Tess
Perrin, Kika Turnier and Laura
Calabrese also exhibited. Lindsay Rica,
a Columbia Middle School student
from Berkeley Heights is also included
in the show.

For more information about the
Teen Arts program, please contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth 07202 or call (908) 558-
2550. Relay users should call 7-1-1.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — For Westfield resi-
dent and printmaker Barbara
Zietchick, the creation of each new
piece of art is akin to a great adventure.

“A good part of printmaking is ex-
perimental,” she said. “You have to
trust yourself enough to let yourself go
and to express yourself with color,
shapes and ideas. The actual adven-
ture is in the process and in waiting to
see how it comes out.”

An oil painter and watercolorist in
the past, Zietchick took up
printmaking about 10 years ago when
she went to a workshop given by the
Printmaking Council of New Jersey.

“I became totally enthralled,” she
said, and subsequently furthered her
printmaking education by taking
classes at Manhattan Graphics and the
School of Visual Art in Manhattan,
and Rutgers Center for Innovative
Paper and Printmaking
in New Brunswick.

Consisting mainly of
monotype prints, etch-
ings and collagraph -a
combination of collage
and printmaking -
Zietchick’s art is heavily
laden with symbols. It
borders on the abstract,
in a style reminiscent of
Arshile Gorky, the late
impressionist painter.

“I have a fascination
with three-dimensional
work and with the actual hands-on
experience of preparing the plate, cut-
ting up the figures and deciding on the
colors,” she said.

“The symbols I include in my work
really mean something,” Zietchick
continued, referring to her etchings
“Eye Fest,” which features eyes promi-
nently and “Catalyst,” which explores
the theme of fantasy animals.

Zietchick’s art is enhanced by a
Polymetal printing press imported from
Holland and able to deliver 2,500
pounds of pressure. While the press
stands in the middle of her home
studio, a converted carpenter’s work-

shop, Zietchick doesn’t
have to be actually there
to be creative.

“When I get involved
in the process, I am totally
absorbed and constantly
thinking about what I am
doing, even if I am not
physically in the studio,”
she said. For Zietchick,
the process includes many
hours of research, prac-
tice and color experimen-
tation before the final
print is produced.

She believes her love of
art began when she was
about three years old, and
her mother began taking
her to The Museum of
Modern Art in Manhat-
tan.

“Going to art museums
had a tremendous impact

on me,” she said. “Looking at art
taught me to observe what other
people are doing, and to feel it as
well.”

Zietchick is a graduate of Hunter
College in New York and holds a Mas-
ter of Arts degree from Wagner Col-
lege in Staten Island, N.Y. and a gradu-
ate degree called a “Sixth Year Certifi-
cate” from Richmond College, now
called The College of Staten Island.

A retired elementary school art
teacher, she is a board member of the
Westfield Art Association (WAA) and
a member of the New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts in Summit and the

Printmaking Council
of New Jersey.

Her prints are in-
cluded in the collec-
tions of the Newark
Public Library and the
New Jersey Historical
Society. She recently
held an exhibition at
Children’s Specialized
Hospital in
Mountainside called
“Fish and Friends.” Her
work can also be found

in many private collections in New
Jersey, New York and Europe.

To view some of Zietchick’s art-
work, please visit the WAA website:
http://www.westfieldnj.com/waa, and
on the Ward-Nasse website at
www.wardnasse.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – “Summer
House Memories,” the
crème de la crème of seven-
year Long Beach Island
resident Sandy Anton’s
portfolio, will be dis-
played at Juxtapose Gal-
lery in Westfield from
Thursday, June 24 to
Thursday, July 8.

Juxtapose Proprietor
Gerri Gildea will host an
opening reception on
June 24 from 6 to 9 p.m.

“The exhibition con-
sists mostly of places I
love,” said Anton, who desires to cap-
ture as much of South Jersey’s beauty
because she believes it is rapidly be-
coming extinct.

“The subject matter is ephemeral,
and photography is how I document a
way of life that is disappearing. So
many people and families have fond
memories of the shore. That is all
changing and has become homog-
enized.” Anton cited Wildwood as a
shore area that has changed over time.

Anton, who works entirely in digital
photography and rarely manipulates

her images, except to crop them, also
focuses her lens on Provincetown,
Mass. and Nova Scotia, always adher-
ing to shore-related themes.

Judging by Anton’s photography col-
lection – which captures everything from
fishing poles at Barnegat Light to
boatyards and larger-than-life tea pots
and cups – it seems implausible that,
although she always collected photogra-

phy, she only “picked up a camera” as a
professional almost a year ago.

For example, a tourist’s instant cam-
era might capture the same boat at
Harvey Cedars, but Anton’s ability to
“isolate the subject matter” produces a

truly clean, linear style in composition,
which an amateur shutterbug can only
esteem, not duplicate.

In fact, admirers of Anton’s work
know better than to expect standard
shore photos of lighthouses because she
insists on challenging herself creatively.

“The subjects I pick, as well as how
I compose the shots are very unique to

me,” she said, When she receives feed-
back, admirers admit to her, “I never

looked at it from that angle.”
Anton’s self-education as
a photographer is continu-
ously budding and evolv-
ing. While she “never
shoots in the after-
noon,” she was pleas-
antly surprised during
an afternoon visit to
Herring Cove in

Provincetown, when she
shot one of her best photo-
graphs.

“I have been returning
to that beach for over 30
years and it never changes;

that’s why I love it,” she said. “The photo
was a magical moment for me when I
captured that crack in the pavement,
and when I captured the shadows of the
Pergola on the pavement in (the photo-
graph) “Herring
Cove Pavillion.”

During her
interview with
The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times,
Anton related a
story about a trip
to Allen’s Clam
Bar in New
Gretna when an-
other clever pho-
tograph was
born. Anton sim-
ply set her cam-
era down on a
nearby table in-
side the restau-
rant when the
camera went off and froze a unique
composition of everyday items and life
at the clam bar.

Anton told The Leader/Times that
her photography has been influenced
by the “keen visual sense” of an archi-
tect and friend who had been working
on her house before he passed away in
March.

Shortly thereafter, Anton attended
Harvard University, where she took

a six-week in-
tensive land-
scape archi-
tecture track
o f f e r e d
through a
course, “Ca-
reer Discov-
ery.” Sur-
rounded by
classmates in
their late 20s,
the 53-year-
old Anton
learned to ex-
plore differ-
ent career op-
portunities.

Anton, who
retired from a career in web implementa-
tion systems, said, “It’s a very visual field,
matching form and function. I spent 25
years inside (at work) and I am going to
spend the next 25 years outside” shooting
landscapes.

When asked whether she would

include portrait photography in her
portfolio, she said that she keeps her
future options open but prefers land-
scape photography.

“I’m going to stick to fine art for
now, because that’s what pleases me,”
she said.

Anton’s photographs have also been
exhibited at Expressions Gallery in

Chester, North End Trilogy Gallery and
the Inman Realty office in Barnegat Light,
Southern Ocean County Chamber of
Commerce in Ship Bottom.

While most photographers work a life-
time to establish a solid enough reputation
to earn a spot in a New York City exhibi-
tion, Anton was asked to show her work in
a group exhibition at the Photo District
Gallery in New York City in 2003 entitled,
“Visions of Light.”

Anton is also the official photographer
for the Chamber of Commerce of South-
ern Ocean County. She is the official
photographer for their new website, which
is currently under development and will
be launched later this year.

Also the president of her own design
firm, North Island Design, she has
been working for the local television
station, LBITV.

Anton especially credits specific
Westfield merchants for providing pro-
fessional and moral support.

William Hauser, the owner of Snap-
shots of Westfield on East Broad Street,
which she calls “a real photography
store,” printed almost every photo-
graph with extreme care and consider-
ation, said Anton.

Hauser supplied coaching and guid-
ance to Anton as a professional and a
friend, she said.

Gildea has also been instrumental
in aiding Anton, who has purchased
art from Gildea’s 30-year-old store for
the last 11 years. Two months ago,
when Anton discussed her photogra-
phy with Gildea, she received an offer
from the merchant to mount and
host an exclusive exhibition and re-
ception.

“She absolutely has great taste. This
is a fantastic opportunity. She is taking
a chance on me and a chance on
photography and I couldn’t be more
grateful to her,” said Anton. She also
credited Gildea’s astute and loyal cli-
entele.

One-hundred percent support has
also been provided to Anton by her
partner, Barbara Peda, who is also
proud of Anton’s artistry, especially
when it came time to decide upon
post-retirement plans.

“It’s very important to have some-
one behind you,” said Anton, adding
that  the encouragement of Gildea and
Hauser has helped her preserve
uniquely the beauty landscapes, which
someday might otherwise be a faded
memory.

Get Outta
The House
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force of nature, Kanzler zooms in
on aerial photography and Kline is
a digital artist. The show is open on
Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. through-
out the summer months. The gal-
lery is located in Union County
Baptist Church, 4 Valley Road. Con-
tact them at (732) 574-1479, or
visit www.diversityart.com.

* * * * * * *
From Thursday, June 17 to Sat-

urday, July 3, The Theater Project
at Union County College in
Cranford will present TTTTTop Gop Gop Gop Gop Girlsirlsirlsirlsirls,
the story of five very different fe-
males who get together and dish
about everything. Performances
will be held on Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and on
Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10
to $18, with a special rate for se-
niors on Sunday, June 20. Call the
box office at (908) 659-5189.

* * * * * * *
Zoë Lewis and special guest Pe-

ter Donnell will be the featured
acts on Saturday, June 19, at the
Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee WWWWWith Conscience Con-ith Conscience Con-ith Conscience Con-ith Conscience Con-ith Conscience Con-
cercercercercert St St St St Series of eries of eries of eries of eries of WWWWWestfield. estfield. estfield. estfield. estfield. The open-
ing act, Donnell is a singer/
songwriter, while Lewis has been
described as a “band in a body,”
performing jazz, swing, folk, funk
and jump jive. Admission is $12,
and doors open at 7:30 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street.

* * * * * * *
The Summit Chorale’s WWWWWineineineineine

TTTTTasting and Sasting and Sasting and Sasting and Sasting and Silent Ailent Ailent Ailent Ailent Auctionuctionuctionuctionuction will
be held on Saturday, June 19, at
7:30 p.m., at the Drew University
Student Center, 36 Madison Av-
enue, in Madison. The $25 ticket
price supports the group. There
will be a live music trio to serenade
while you taste a variety of wines
and bid on items including ser-
vices, wine-related goods and deco-
rative objects.

* * * * * * *
There’s a fairly new place in

town – the DDDDDivine Essence Caféivine Essence Caféivine Essence Caféivine Essence Caféivine Essence Café
– and besides the food, they are
doing some exciting planning.
From High Tea on Mondays and
Wednesdays, Poetry Jams on
Thursdays, to Astrology Readings
on Tuesday evenings, there is also
jazz, karaoke, and storytelling for
kids. The walls around you are
decorated with original art, and
the exhibit changes frequently.
Food ranges from coffees, desserts
and smoothies to salads and sand-
wiches. The café is located at 1818
East Second Street in Scotch
Plains. Check them out online at
www.divineessencecafe.com.
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Album:Album:Album:Album:Album: Bond, “Classified”
GGGGGrade:rade:rade:rade:rade: B+
“Classified,” the latest from English-

Aussie string quartet Bond, begins
exactly as the title of opening cut
“Explosive” suggests. Cellist Gay-Yee
Westerhoff ’s solo cello
line hangs for only sec-
onds before violin and
viola quickly pick it up.

One could almost
believe that a traditional
string piece could fol-
low, but suddenly a
drum kit beat ushers in
a heavy, string-driven
rhythm. And the Bond
explosion begins.

Okay. Before the vio-
lins break out their charged melody
and begin to spiral out in a series of
downward twists and turns, we should
introduce this classical/dance-music
anomaly.

Unless they are holding their string
instruments in their hands, the women
of Bond look like they’d be more likely
to share a stage with Janet Jackson
than with the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra. However, the four well-
dressed, stylish 20-somethings are ac-
tually established, respected, classically
trained string musicians who shed the
more somber, all-black-dress classical
look in favor of hot fashion and techno-
driven musical fun.

Huh? String quartet plus techno
beat doesn’t add up to anything con-
ventional. Perhaps that’s why the
United Kingdom banned the group
from the Classical music charts shortly
after the release of their self-titled de-
but in 2001.

Not that it really matters – the
genre-defying sounds and mixes that
Bond has created on their three al-
bums indicate that pushing musical
boundaries and seeking new methods
of musical expression fascinates the
group much more than conformity.

The group may spark debate among
staunch defenders of the classical tra-
dition, but elsewhere, their blend of
electric violins, dance beats and Brahms
(among several composers) introduces
string quartets and orchestras to an
entirely different audience, carrying
with it the message that the average

person cannot always
grasp – classical music
(and classical musicians)
can be cool. Plus, there’s
something defiant but
oddly exciting about
hearing an electric gui-
tar searing through the
1812 Overture (check
out their debut album
for that one).

Despite pink dresses,
stiletto heels and hol-

low electric string instruments, Bond
is not about a rejection of the classical
tradition. All four of the women gar-
nered degrees from prestigious music
conservatories in London or Sydney,
and all cite classical music and perfor-
mance as a major component of their
lives.

Now, back to that rocking “Explo-
sive.”

Halfway through the track, a breathy
flute and gently floating violin melody
soften things up a bit, revealing a side
of the Bond sound that is less-often
seen, but as the piece reaches its cli-
max, the exuberant thirds harmonies
of violin return with even more energy
and flair, setting the tone for the rest of
the upbeat, creative album.

“Classified” culls from sources as
varied as “Habañera” from “Carmen”
and Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings.
On the whole, it isn’t as outstanding as
the group’s debut, but standout tracks
like the dark “Hungarian” and Latin-
tinged “Scorchio” make the album
well worth a listen.

As with their first two albums, per-
haps the only complaint that anyone
receptive to their sound could make is
that one rarely gets a chance to hear
the women perform as a true quartet.

Arguably the most beautiful song Bond
has ever recorded is the soft, reflective
“Hymn,” a debut-album cut that strips
down the group’s sound to the four women
alone. Without the constant backup of a
symphony orchestra, one can really hear
the musicians gel as a quartet, playing off
of each other and creating the intimate,
personal sound that few instrumental
configurations allow for as wonderfully as
the string quartet.

Unfortunately, nothing as simply
gorgeous as “Hymn” surfaces on “Clas-
sified.” On “Lullaby,” the women mi-
raculously pull off an arrangement of
Pachelbel’s famous Canon in D, set-
ting it to a beat that somehow doesn’t
offend (no small feat when attempting
to update one of the most beloved and
oft-used pieces of classical music).

However, the orchestral nature of the
arrangement means that the four women
themselves don’t figure as prominently
as one would sometimes like.

During an upcoming U.S. tour,
Bond will perform two shows at BB
King’s in New York on August 9 and
10. Tickets are available at
www.ticketmaster.com.


