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CELEBRATING READING…The first graders who have participated in a
Reading Recovery or Literacy Group Program in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district were recently invited to a Reading Celebration at School One
Elementary. During the event, Maurice Shell read to his mother and demonstrated the progress he made this year on his journey to become a reader and
writer.

Twenty-Six Students Earn
Adele deLeeuw Scholarships
AREA – Twenty-six students received scholarships ranging from
$1,000 to $3,000 at an awards dinner
on June 15 at the Italian-American
Progressive League in South
Plainfield.
Approximately $30,000 in total
was distributed by the Adele deLeeuw
Scholarship Fund, a fund of the
Plainfield Foundation, which is financed from a bequest by Ms.
DeLeeuw, a longtime Plainfield resident, author of 80 books, journalist
and arts activist.
Two college seniors who have won
deLeeuw scholarships for four consecutive years were honored as Adele
deLeeuw Senior Scholars. They include Sarah Anderson of Fanwood,
who is a photography major at Rhode
Island School of Design and Allison
Tietjen of South Plainfield, a biomedical engineering major at Stevens
Institute of Technology.
Sarah and Allison were each
awarded $1,000.
Winners from the graduating class
of 2004 included, from Plainfield

Gil Arbitsman Placed
On Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Drew University
in Madison announced that Gil
Arbitsman has been named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2004 semester.
Gil recently completed his freshman year with a 3.89 grade point
average.
He is also a member of Drew
University’s Rangers men’s lacrosse
team, where he plays attack and
middle. The team finished its season
with a record of 8-6.

Sara Baer Graduates
Boston University
SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston
University in Boston, Mass.
awarded a Bachelor of Science
degree in Communication to
Scotch Plains resident Sara Baer.
She graduated magna cum laude.

High School, Shaniera Stembridge
($1,000) and Lyle Hickman ($1,000).
From North Plainfield High School,
James Thorpey ($1,000), Bridget
Millman of Carpe Diem Home
School ($1,000), Kyle Kasimir, Jennifer Martinez and Daniel Sierzega
of South Plainfield High School
($1,000 each).
Other recipients graduating this
year were Paula Ansari of Mount
Saint Mary Academy ($3,000),
Monique Reuben ($3,000) and Eileen
Healey ($1,000), both from J.P.
Stevens High School, Mikhail
Shakhnovich of Edison High School
($2,000), and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students Devon Bonstein
($1,000), Michael Hessemer
($1,000), Christopher Russo ($1,000)
and Daniel Wasserman ($1,000).
Repeat scholarship winners, who
are currently attending college, included John Johnson of Plainfield
High School/New Jersey Institute of
Technology ($1,000), North
Plainfield High School graduate John
Zuarino of Eugene Long College
($1,000), South Plainfield High
School graduates Alexander Huynh
of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
($1,000), Cathleen Fodor of Seton
Hall University ($1,000) and Matthew Peloquin of Marietta College
($1,000).
Additional repeat winners include:
Watchung Hills Regional High
School graduates Colin Shallcross
of Pratt Institute ($1,000) and Derrick Shallcross of Villanova University ($1,000), Mount Saint Mary
Academy graduate Jennifer Gutierrez
of Rutgers University ($1,000),
Union Catholic Regional High
School graduate Lindsey Mills of
Savannah College of Art and Design
($1,000).
Applications for the 2005 Adele
deLeeuw Scholarships will be available in January from high school
guidance offices in Plainfield, North
Plainfield, South Plainfield, Warren,
Watchung, Edison and Scotch PlainsFanwood.
For more information, please call
Scholarship Administrator Sally
Young at (732) 381-6269.

OUT IN THE FIELD…On June 7, Evergreen Elementary School Physical
Education teacher Ray Ciecwisz held his second annual Field Day for the
students. The emphasis of the event is to get out and exercises while having fun.
The students participated in a variety of games such as relay races, tug-of-war,
barrel ball basketball, parachute fun and water games. The fourth graders
faced off against the teachers and staff in an all-out tug-of-war battle. The fourth
graders won.

Local Dean’s List Students
Told by Bucknell University
AREA – Westfield and Scotch
Plains pupils attending Bucknell
University in Lewisburg, Pa. have
been placed on the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achievement
during the spring 2004 semester.
Elisabeth Salemme of Westfield,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Salemme, was placed on the roster.
Fellow Westfield resident Judy
Mathew was also placed on the list.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Mathew.
Scotch Plains residents Steven
Doremus, Michael Heinrich and
Jacqueline Klock also earned Dean’s
List status.
Steven is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Doremus, Michael is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Heinrich, and
Jacqueline is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Connie Klock.

Scott Joseph Pober Earns
NJSCPA Accounting Grant
FANWOOD – Scott
The grant was presented
Joseph Pober, a resident
at the 44th Annual NJSCPA
o f Fa n w o o d a n d a
Scholarship Awards CerScotch Plains-Fanwood
emony on April 22 at the
High School student,
Sheraton in Iselin, where
was recently awarded a
more than $250,000 was
$3,500
accounting
awarded to nearly 70 New
scholarship from the
Jersey high school and colNew Jersey Society of
lege students.
Scott Pober
C e rtifi e d P u bl i c A c “It’s an honor and privicountants (NJSCPA) Union lege to have received a NJSCPA
Chapter Awards.
award,” said Scott.

WESTFIELD — On June 8,
Westfield High School’s (WHS)
spring musical production Evita was
in the spotlight at Paper Mill
Playhouse’s annual Rising Star
Award ceremonies.
WHS’ Ryan Leonard captured
the Best Actor in a Musical award
for his portrayal as Che Guevara in
Evita, competing against 114 other
actors.
WHS also received the Educational Impact Award for incorporating the historical, political and cultural lessons in Evita into the classroom. Led by Suzanne Jacobus of
WHS and Lynne Gerber at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, an
entire curriculum unit was developed around the production for
intermediate and high school students in the Spanish foreign language program.

Joe Nierle, WHS drama teacher,
received Honorable Mention for
the Best Production, Erica Cenci, a
WHS graduate, received Honorable Mention for Best Choreography and the school also was acknowledged with an Honorable
Mention for Outstanding Performance for a Chorus.
Samantha Hooper-Hamersley
had been nominated as Best Actress
for her starring role as Evita. A
nomination for Best Lighting was
also added to the recognitions for
the school.
A total of 115 schools competed
for top honors.
Following the award ceremony,
which recognized the quality of
WHS’ production of Evita, Nierle
said, “Without a doubt, our students rose above all the levels of
expectations in this production.”
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

I don’t get it. I mean the whole
Harry Potter thing. With the arrival of
“Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
Azkaban,” I’m again forced to deep
soul-searching. Here it goes again. It is
like the high-pitched whistle that only
dogs can hear, and I’m the odd mutt
out.
Never mind that it takes over two
hours and twenty minutes of convoluted plot to remind us that things in
the satirically parallel world of this
half-witch, half-wizard 13 year old,
again portrayed by Daniel Radcliffe,
are not always what they seem.
At said clandestine meeting, the grand
vizier concludes with: “Remember, you’re
really into it. You know the name of
every occult-laden professor teaching
every oddball course at Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry, where Harry
is now in his third year of study. You
know the ins, the outs, the certainties,
the doubts. But most important of all,
oh zealot, make it completely understood that you’d gladly trade your actual
life, friends, family, etc., for a place in the
Harry Potter fantasy.”
For example, we don’t automatically know who Sirius Black (Gary
Oldman) is, why he was incarcerated
at Azkaban in the first place, and why
now, following his escape, he may be
coming to kill Harry. We don’t inherently know that Dementors, which
are actually a New Age materialization of the blues, have been stationed
at Hogwarts to ward off any incursion
by Mr. Black. We’re lucky if we can
remember that Harry’s best friends
are Ron Weasley (Rupert Grint), the
teenaged answer to Sancho Panza,
and Hermione Granger (Emma
Watson), a women’s lib Dulcinea for
the younger set. That all these folks
speak in thick British accents with
absolutely no consideration for our
colonial ears doesn’t help.
Still, as confusing as the going may
get, moments and notions of director
Alfonso Cuaron’s highly imaginative,
f/x-lavished interpretation shine
through to us. You can’t help but
chuckle at the concept of a Defense

Against The Dark Arts teacher, the
position manned at Hogwarts this year
by Professor Lupin (David Thewlis).
The same goes for the giant Hagrid’s
recent installation as the Care of Magical Creatures teacher, portrayed by
Robbie Coltrane. Oh, and then there’s
Emma Thompson’s delicious, googleeyed stint as Divination Professor Sibyll
Trelawney.
But here’s what gets you. Some of it
seems so obscure, so secret handshake,
while the rest is so obviously the direct
descendant of the English boarding
school tradition. You know, Mr. Chips
and all that, but interspersed with a
healthy reissuing of the Greek myths.
And instead of the gods doing their
deus ex machina thing, it’s the dark
arts and their wicked brethren supplying the abracadabra. Hence, though
you think you may be getting it, you
can’t help but wonder if you’re being
had, and thus really don’t know what’s
going on at all.
Even if you do make heads or tails of
it, one is nonetheless reminded of the
long-winded joke teller who finally gets
to the only ho-hum punch line. The
story about who and who did not have
a hand in killing Harry’s parents, and
just how it all ties in with the much
feared Sirius Black, seems like an awful
long way to go in informing that one
shouldn’t judge a book by its cover.
In any case, that’s the moralistic theme
here, iterated in a few of the character
depictions, especially as concerns the
ever-warring Professors Lupin and
Snape (Alan Rickman). And by the
way, if you’ve heard all the snarl about
how this is the darkest of the Harry
Potters and you’re wondering how so,
simply read into Professor Lupin’s name.
But beware, ye who lodge moviegoers nine and under. Because if you take
these clues just a step further, it explains
a lot of the growling in the moonlight
that ensues. Unnaturally enough, it
leads to some rather violent fight
scenes…sequences much more indicative of a PG-13 film and not the curiously liberal PG rating the MPAA
thought to bestow on “Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of Azkaban.” Which,
you must admit, is a little fishy after all.

“Harvey Cedars Boat” by Sandy Anton

Photo Courtesy of and copy-written by Sandy Anton
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the direction of Elias Zareva, will continue its
Summer Concert series on Thursday
evening, June 24, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
In the event of rain, the concert will
be held in the Assembly Hall at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, at
the rear entrance to the church.
The evening will feature Helene
Kaplan, a resident of Basking Ridge,
who is in her second season playing
the tuba with the Community Band.
Kaplan will perform the tuba solo
Asleep in the Deep.
She has performed on percussion
and low brass instruments in various
musical groups from grade school
through college. She has been a member of several regional and All-State
ensembles and has played at Lincoln
Center with the Ridgewood Symphony
Orchestra.
Kaplan also performs with the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Concert
Band.
A highlight for the evening will
include one of the band’s members
taking the baton, as Glenn Parisi leads
the band in the American Folk Rhapsody by Clare Grundman. He is in his
first year of performing on the trumpet with the Westfield Community
Band.
Parisi is a music educator in the
Plainfield public schools, having taught
general and vocal music for children in
Kindergarten through fourth grade
for the past 13 years.
Other features of the evening will

SOLOIST…Helene Kaplan will perform the tuba solo, Asleep in the Deep
in the band’s June 24 concert.

include El Capitan by John P. Sousa,
Procession of the Nobles by Rimsky
Korsakov and Die Fledermaus Overture by Johann Straus.
The Westfield Community Band’s
Summer Concert series will continue
on Thursday, July 1, 8 and 15 in
Mindowaskin Park, Westfield. All
events are free to the public, and it is
suggested that the audience bring lawn
chairs or blankets.
The series is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.
For more information, please contact (908) 789-4080.
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CRANFORD
–
guest on “The Oprah
Adriane Berg, a radio and
Winfrey Show,” “Live
television personality, will
With Regis and Kelly,”
lead a post-performance
“Good Morning America”
panel discussion after the
and “CNN Financial Net8 p.m. performance of Top
work.”
During her visit to the
Girls by the Union
County Theater Project
Theater Project, she will
on Saturday, June 19.
share her insights about
Berg will discuss changthe challenges successful
ing roles of women in soworking women face in a
Adriane Berg
ciety as reflected in Top
rapidly changing society.
The event will be held at Roy Smith
Girls at 10:30 p.m. A book signing will
Theater in Union County College,
follow.
Berg can be heard on Sundays, from 1033 Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
10 a.m. to noon, from coast to coast, Tickets are $18 for general admission
on the Business Talk Radio Network. and $10 for students.
She is the author of 13 books on
For more information and to order
personal finance, and she is a frequent tickets, please call (908) 659-5189.

Pingry Lower School Tells
Local Award Recipients
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP – During a special ceremony commemorating the outstanding work of students, Pingry School Headmaster
John Neiswender and Lower
School Director Ted Corvino presented awards for academics, citizenship and improvement to local
students.
Some students received Honor
Roll distinction, while others earned
the John Pingry Award, which is
given to students in each grade beginning in the first grade, who exemplify the values taught by the
school’s founder.
John Pingry Award winners exhibit citizenship, live the honor code
and are constant reminders to do
one’s best. These pupils are chosen
each year by the faculty.
Westfield resident Alexander
Daifotis, a sixth grader, was placed
on the Honor Roll. Samuel Fisher,
another sixth grader from Westfield,
earned the John Pingry Award.
Kasra Manoocheri, a fifth grader,

David Robusto, a first grader, and
Neeraj Shekhar, a second grader, also
received the John Pingry Award.
Fifth grader Whitney Weldon received a Citizenship Award
Berkeley Heights student Jennifer
Soong, a sixth grader, was placed on
the Honor Roll.

Daniel Blonsky Earns
Honors and Graduates
Wausau East High School
WESTFIELD – Daniel Blonsky,
the grandson of Milford Blonsky and
the late Miriam Blonsky, both of
Westfield, graduated with honors
from Wausau East High School in
Wausau, Wisc.
He will attend the University of
Wisconsin in Madison, Wisc. as an
honors student studying biology.
This summer, Daniel will travel
around the country, performing with
the Blue Stars Drum and Bugle Corps
as a contra player.

THIS LITTLE PIGGY…Kindergarten students from Trish Corcoran’s morning class at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield wrote an original play, Our
Own Version of the Three Little Pigs, which was selected to be performed by the
professional theater company, Child’s Play. The kindergarteners are pictured,
above, with the Child’s Play actors and Ms. Corcoran, pictured, top row on
right.

