
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 17, 2004 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-14

POWERS, SCALFARO NAMED ALL-UC FIRST TEAM

Raider Baseballers Adjusted
Very Well to Varsity Level
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season, with only one starting
pitcher and three starters in the bat-
ting lineup having returned, there
were questions as to how well the
remainder of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team would adapt to the
varsity level. The good news was that
the new varsity starters were com-
prised of players who had won the
Union County (UC) Junior Varsity
title last year and, together, the Raid-
ers won the UC Varsity title, claimed
a share of the Watchung Conference
National Division title and finished
with an 18-5 record.

“Obviously, it turned out that they
did a great job! The month of April was
a little shaky with our field not being
done. We couldn’t get outside for prac-
tice. It was a new avenue and it took us
a little bit of time to get going. Once we
got into the groove, the month of May
we finished with a 14-1 record,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock, the
UC Coach of the Year.

Junior James Scalfaro, the only
returning varsity pitcher, was joined
with juniors Sean Varsolona, Marco
Giasullo and Matt Scibek, and to-
gether, they comprised a formidable
group on the mound.

“We had four junior starters and a
fifth one in Chris D’Annunzio, our
shortstop,” Baylock pointed out.
“He’s probably the second or third
best pitcher on the team and we
didn’t use him all year. We will have
five next year.”

Pitching in the major games, in his
45 innings, Scalfaro recorded 41
strikeouts, 20 walks and a 2.64 ERA,
and finished with a 5-0 record.

“He did a great job. He had about
two or three games there were no
decisions, such as in the semifinals
of the Union County Tournament
where he was taken out with the lead.
He won a lot of big games for us and,
obviously, the county final was the
biggest,” said Baylock.

Referring to the daily media,
Baylock added, “During the season,
there was very little credit given to

James. Now that the season is over
with all the all-conference, all-county
names coming out, now the first name
they say is, ‘you got to have Scalfaro
on your team. By beating (Tony)
Wargo (New Providence), beating
(Nick) Nolan (Roselle Catholic), he’s
made himself known.”

Giasullo pitched 34.3 innings,
walked 14, fanned 19, allowed 37
hits and had a 4.69 ERA, finishing
4-2. Varsalona, in 34.3 innings,
fanned 17, walked 10, allowed 38
hits and had a 4.49 ERA, finishing
4-3. Scibek pitched 18.3 innings
and finished 4-0.

“I confident throwing anyone of
those guys out there,” said Baylock.

Offensively, the Raiders had a .366
team batting average (BA), totaled
214 hits, 21 home runs and rapped 32
doubles. Senior leadoff batter Matt
Powers led the team in batting with a
.412 BA, hits with 28 and stolen
bases with five and was second in
runs scored with 21. He corralled
centerfield like a Border Collie and
was selected All-UC, All-Conference
First Team and All-Area.

Junior catcher Kevin Urban was
the stabilizing force for the pitchers.
Offensively, in the cleanup spot, he
led the team in home runs with four
and RBI with 19 in addition to scor-
ing 17 runs and batting .313. He was
named First Team All-Conference
and Second Team All-UC.

CHEZ, BARBA, CIRIELLO, 3 HITS; TARNOFSKY, 3 RBI

Dunellen Hotel Closes Down
Mojave Grille, 9-8, in Seventh

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing since the second inning,
the first place Dunellen Hotel took
advantage of a Mojave Grille defen-
sive miscommunication in the final
inning to snatch a 9-8 victory in

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
A Division action at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on June 9. Down, 8-
6, in the bottom of the seventh, the
Hotel men, after scoring a legitimate
run and having runners on first and
second with two outs, were given the
victory when a fly ball to deep
centerfield was dropped and both
runners scored.

Dunellen Hotel finished with 15
hits and was led by team captain
Bobby Chez who rapped three
singles, scored twice and had an
RBI. Jeff Parenti, who scored the
winning run, went 2-for-4 with two
runs scored and an RBI. Phil Gentile
had two hits, including an RBI triple,
and scored a run, and Phil Keenan

went 2-for-2 with an RBI.
Mojave Grille finished with 16

hits and was led by Steve Barba, who
went 3-for-4 with an RBI and a run
scored, pitcher Pete Ciriello, who
went 3-for-3 with two RBI, and Randy
Tarnofsky, who smacked a two-run
single and added an RBI sacrifice
fly. Dave Martarano and Dave Kirsch
each contributed two hits.

Although it was a faux pas in
centerfield that cost the Mojave Grill-
ers the game, they did make several
outstanding plays, as did the Hotel
men. Griller shortstop Joe Kornick
made two super catches in shallow
leftfield and nailed a runner who
drifted off first base too far but was

GELMETTI LED ON MOUND, FLANNERY IN BATTING

Devil Softballers Rose to Top,
Finished With 16-10 Record

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very few may have expected the
Westfield High School softball team
to have an above-average season.
Even more would not have guessed
that they would become North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 champions.

Stellar pitching combined with
superb fielding allowed the Blue
Devils to finish 8-3 in the Watchung

Conference and 16-10 overall. They
fell slightly short of their goal in a
tight game to Union in the Union
County Tournament semifinals but
rebounded to stop J. P. Stevens in the
sectional finals before being nipped
by Clifton in the NJSIAA Group 4
state semifinals.

Featuring six seniors, three juniors
and four sophomores, the Blue Dev-
ils finished with a .304 team batting
average (BA), scoring 163 runs on
218 hits including three homeruns,
eight triples and 21 doubles.

“Overall, the team was much more
successful compared to last year,”
stated Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “We
doubled our number of wins, which I
saw as a real accomplishment. For a

lot of that, I credit a great cohesive
tight-knit group of seniors. They jelled
and hit their peak at the right time and
played absolutely their best four games
of the season in the tournament.”

Junior lefthander Lauren Gelmetti
dominated on the mound. In 164
innings, she compiled a 1.32 ERA,
recorded eight shutouts, struck out
114 batters and limited opponents to
a mere .212 BA.

“Last year she had four wins com-
pared to 15 this year, which is an
incredible accomplishment,” said
Pignoli.

Gelmetti led the team with 21 RBI,
smacked a home run and three triples
and compiled a .346 BA. Sophomore
MaryKate Flannery led the team with
a .397 BA. She rapped 29 hits, led the
team with eight steals and scored 22

Fred K.Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2004 BLUE DEVIL CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School softball team captured the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship and finished with a 16-10 overall record. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Brittany Vella, Jessica Guerriero,
Brianna Giovanello, Danielle Coleman, Marilyn Mench, MaryKate Flannery; back row, Coach Tara Pignoli, Lauren Gelmetti,
Jen Frost, Danielle Palentchar, Abby Chazanow, Lauren Musacchia, Kristina Fietkiewicz and Katie Smith.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING ALL UC AND AREA HONORS…Raider pitcher James Scalfaro, left, and centerfielder Matt Powers,
right, along with several teammates received All-Union County, All-Conference and All-Area honors.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICKING UP A DEFLECTION…Dunellen Hotel second baseman Steve
Gould grabs a ball that deflected off the pitcher’s leg in the third inning
against Mojave Grille.


