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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
UNDER CONTROL...Westfield Fire Fighters were able to keep a fire contained
to the third floor of a residence on East Broad Street that belongs to the temple.
The fire destroyed the contents of a room on the third floor which the fire
department removed to the driveway.

Freeholders Announce Receipt
Of Homeland Security Funds

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Thursday’s June 3 agenda
meeting of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, the free-
holders announced that Union
County would receive an award of
$2,069,545 in grant money from the
Homeland Security Grant Program.
The funding will come from the
New Jersey Department of Law and
Public Safety Office of the Attorney
General.

“With these funds, Union County
will enhance our ability to prevent,
detect and respond to acts of terror,”
said Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman and Chairman of the Union
County Homeland Security Com-
mittee Rick Proctor.

A multi-departmental county
working group will plan for the use
of funds from the grant. The group
includes representatives from the
County Office of Emergency Man-

agement, the County Manager’s Of-
fice, the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, the Office of Counter-terror-
ism, the State Police and County
liaisons from police, fire and EMS
organizations.

The group meets regularly to pri-
oritize and develop strategies and
spending proposals based upon the
needs and information received from
the municipalities. The county will
submit a final plan on the fund’s
allocation by the end of June.

“For this program to work, we need
input from all municipalities in the
county to find out what their indi-
vidual needs are so we can formulate
a plan that will benefit the entire
County,” added Freeholder Proctor.

The meeting also featured a public
hearing on the proposed community
development activities for fiscal year
2004, and the allocation of funds for
facilities, public improvement, hous-
ing, and other social services.

The motion calls for the approval
of the 2004 Consolidated Action
Plan including the Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program,
HOME Investment Partnership

Program, American Dream Down-
payment initiative, and the Emer-
gency Shelter Grant Application
for HUD funds total ing
$10,206,058.

Mary Murphy, director of the divi-
sion of Planning and Community
Development, said the consolidated
plan is a prerequisite for several pro-
grams Union County receives fed-
eral funding under.

The American Dream program, a
new initiative that helps fund first
time homebuyer down payments, is
one of many programs that Murphy
said are “worthwhile to our commu-
nities.”

Chairman of the economic devel-
opment committee Lewis Mingo
said, “These funds are allocated by
the different organizations that need
support to offer services to residents
to the community. Each year, ser-
vices are being upgraded and ad-
justed as needs vary. My hats off to
the people who planned this initia-
tive.” Final action will be taken at the
Thursday, June 17 meeting.

In other business, the county will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Planning Board
Okays Cardinal Dr.
Site-Plan Extension

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Monday night’s Westfield
Planning Board meeting, the board
unanimously approved a request
for the final extension of a site-
plan approval that had been granted
on January 3, 2000.

John Boyle of Boyle Real Estate
in New Providence addressed the
board and explained the need for
the extension of the site-plan ap-
proval.

In 1998, Frank Cardinal began
to solicit approval for the con-
struction of a three-story office
building on the site in question, 50
Cardinal Drive, Mr. Boyle said.
After Mr. Cardinal’s death, con-
structing company Paragano
Westfield, LLC, picked up the
project and won preliminary site
approval on June 1, 1998.

The day after the Planning Board
granted final site approval in 2000,
Mr. Boyle purchased the deed to
the property from Darbrian Real-
ity Co. and his investment partner-
ship, Parkview at Westfield, LLC,
began construction on the site.

Parkview spent over a year on
site work but then halted construc-
tion in the wake of September 11,
sensing that the market for office
space was not as strong as it had
been prior to the terrorist attacks.

After deciding to return to the
project, Mr. Boyle sought a re-

newal of his building permit and
received conditional approval,
pending the Planning Board’s de-
cision on the site-plan extension.

He told the board that he planned
to resume construction within one
month, noting that the building
materials were either already at
the site or on order. Mr. Boyle
hopes to complete the project
within nine months to one year.

The office building will be
41,281 square feet in size and will
have 164 parking spaces.

Board members asked if Mr.
Boyle had altered the design of the
building in between the approval
of the site plan in 2000 and his
current request for an extension.

Mr. Boyle said that the dimen-
sions of the building had not
changed but that he wanted to “up-
date its look.”

He showed an artist’s rendering
of the plan for the building’s exte-
rior and relayed the alterations it
reflected to the board. Originally,
the building was to have a stucco
look, created by painting drivit, a
synthetic stucco, over a layer of
styrofoam insulation. Mr. Boyle
has since reconceived the exterior
as a curtain wall of reflective blue
ribbons of glass with stainless steel
beams “to add periodic interest.”

“I’m really excited about this,”
Mr. Boyle said after receiving board
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Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THEIR WAY...The final contingent of the New Jersey National Guard from the Westfield Armory marched into the
Westfield High School Auditorium last Saturday afternoon to be honored. The troops are on their way this week to Fort
Bliss, Texas for final training of three months prior to shipping to war in Iraq. They were honored in ceremonies by several
hundred family members and well-wishers in the audience. Adjutant General of New Jersey Glenn K. Rieth and
Congressman Mike Ferguson were keynote speakers wishing them well and thanking them for their sacrifices in
protecting our country.

Council Discusses Abate Arrest;
Ward Project Gets Green Light

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council meeting, Town Administra-
tor James Gildea and Mayor Gregory
McDermott asked Police Chief Ber-
nard Tracy to address the issuance of
warrants and the events surrounding
James Abate’s arrest at last week’s
public meeting. According to Mr.
Gildea, the facts of what happened
last week were not accurately re-
ported in the newspaper.

Chief Tracy explained that it is his
understanding that when a summons
is issued a court date is given. If a
person fails to appear in court a no-
tice is sent to their home and if they
fail to appear again a warrant is then
issued.

According to Chief Tracy, Mr.
Abate had four active warrants from
Newark, Middletown and Westfield
for contempt of court, meaning he
had failed to appear. Chief Tracy
said he became aware of the warrants
a “week or so” before the meeting,
and when he saw Mr. Abate he went
downstairs to verify that the warrants
were still active. He said he then
asked Special Police Captain John
Morgan to ask Mr. Abate to step
outside the council chambers where
an officer was waiting. Mr. Abate
was then processed, paid his fees and
was released.

Mayor McDermott questioned why
Captain Morgan was asked to get Mr.
Abate. Chief Tracy said that he didn’t
think it would draw attention and
that he was trying to be as discrete as
possible.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan questioned whether the
warrants were for unpaid parking
tickets. Chief Tracy said he believed
that two of the tickets were for motor
vehicle violations.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that failure to appear
can lead to a drivers license suspen-
sion.

Chief Tracy said that Mr. Abate
was previously arrested for six war-
rants and for driving while suspended.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman questioned
whether Chief Tracy receives a print-
out of all residents with warrants and
then asked what the process is for
executing outstanding warrants.

Chief Tracy said he gets a list of
those residents from the Westfield
Municipal Court. He said that the
police either knock on doors or ex-
ecute them during routine traffic
stops.

Councilman Goldman asked what
the immediacy is for executing a
warrant.

Chief Tracy said that if he knows a
person has a warrant and is in his
presence it is the duty of the police to
arrest that person. He said that they
do not actively seek out people with
warrants.

Councilman Goldman questioned
if the Chief walked into Vicki’s Diner
and saw someone on the warrant list,
would he arrest the individual.

Chief Tracy said that if he knew
Councilman Goldman had a warrant
he would arrest him.

Mr. Gildea said that it was “insinu-
ated” that Mr. Abate was taken out of
the meeting because of what he said
during public comment, and that the
insinuation is “not true.” Though he
admitted that the “perception of the
timing (was) not stellar,” one thing
had nothing to do with the other.

Chief Tracy said that he “took

offense” to what was written in the
paper. He said that the comparison
drawn by Westfield Leader publisher
Horace Corbin between what he did
and the Nazis was, “extremely in-
sulting and absurd.” He said that, “to
think any person here could politi-
cally use me is absurd.”

Councilman Goldman said that the
“circumstances (were) less than stel-
lar” and that he was troubled when
he heard what had happened. He said
it bothered him more when it was
suggested that the council was aware
of the warrants, and that he knew
nothing about it.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the person who authored an e-mail
implying that the council knew, later
retracted it.

Mayor McDermott said that when
he learned Mr. Abate had been ar-
rested after the meeting he went
downstairs to speak to Chief Tracy.
“He did his job, that was it,” Mayor
McDermott said. “As the chief (he
is) always doing what’s best for the
town.”

Resident Roz Harrison said that

this is an example of something that
the town should issue a release about,
rather than waiting for The Westfield
Leader to report about it.

Mr. Gildea said that he spoke to
three newspapers on Wednesday af-
ter the meeting. He said that the
mayor has asked Chief Tracy to re-
spond to the editorial that appeared
in last week’s Leader.

“The publisher wrote what he wrote
without contacting me,” said Chief
Tracy.

Mr. Gildea said that what Mr.
Corbin did was “blatantly wrong.”
He criticized Mr. Corbin for not con-
tacting the mayor, the police chief or
himself before running the editorial.

In other business, the council has
agreed to move forward with ap-
proval for a conditional-use ordi-
nance for James Ward. The ordi-
nance will allow Mr. Ward to build
age-restricted condominiums on
Prospect Street at the former site of
Statistical Research. The ordinance
will be site specific so that other
properties could not be developed in

Odor at Beechwood Harmless;
Interim School Admin Appointed

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller announced that the
odor at Beechwood School is still
unidentified, although tests suggest
that whatever its origin, it is consid-
ered harmless.

Air quality tests conducted by
Enviro Techniques found no trace of
mold or bacteria in the samples. Dr.
Schaller stated, “The inside air was
purer than the outside.” Although the
origin of the odor is still unknown,
officials believe it is coming from
the HVAC units.

Both the contractor who installed
the units and the manufacturer have
been contacted. The board will con-
sider replacing the units, under war-
ranty, if the source of the odor is
determined to be linked to the units.
The investigation will continue until

the source is found.
Mr. Walter Rusak was appointed

Interim Chief School Administrator
effective July 1, until the commence-
ment of employment of a new chief
school administrator. Mr. Rusak had
applied for the position but withdrew
his name because pension laws made
it uneconomical for him to seek the
position. When asked if the search
had been narrowed down to one can-
didate, Board President Peter Goggi
said, “I can’t comment on that. Actu-
ally, I can but I won’t.”

The district has received the first
payment of $781,361 from Spring-
field and Berkeley Heights for
deregionalization. The board expects
similar payments from Kenilworth
and Clark in the near future. Mr.
Goggi stated that the first install-
ment would be given directly back to
the residents of Mountainside. The
district will receive approximately
$5.4 million dollars over the next
four years.

Approximately 40 teachers at-
tended the meeting, wearing red to
show their solidarity, in protest of the
board’s unwillingness to approve
teacher contracts. Teachers are con-
cerned about salary caps, as well as
benefits.

Third graders from Deerfield
School attended the meeting to thank
the Mountainside Education Foun-
dation for a grant given to them by
the foundation allowing them to take
a field trip to the New Jersey Mu-
seum of Agriculture. Students read
letters of appreciation describing
what they learned on the excursion.
The trip coincided with a unit the
students were studying on New Jer-
sey.

Dr. Schaller announced that
Mountainside resident and graduat-
ing senior Marissa DeAnna received

the Outstanding Scholar Award, as
well as the Mountainside Education
Award from Governor Livingston
High School.

In other business, Supervisor of
Special Services, Elaine Nestel, made
a presentation to the board regarding
the self-assessment of the special
education program. The assessment,
required by the state, is vital in iden-
tifying areas of strength and weak-
nesses in the program. A two-year
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Thirty Percent of Parents Report
Displeasure With Guidance Dept.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Thirty percent of parents are dis-
pleased with the job performance of
the Guidance Department at
Westfield High School (WHS), ac-
cording to poll results shown to the
Westfield Board of Education at a
special meeting held on Tuesday.

The poll was part of an external
evaluation of Guidance Services at
WHS commissioned by the board.
The district hired David DeVito and
Donald Dickason to conduct an in-
vestigation into the state of affairs in
the Guidance Department. Working
closely with WHS Guidance Depart-
ment staff, WHS students and par-
ents, Mr. DeVito and Mr. Dickason
spent approximately three weeks
learning the ins and outs of the de-

partment.
Mr. DeVito and Mr. Dickason pre-

sented their findings to the board in
separate presentations at the meet-
ing.

Mr. DeVito, currently the Assis-
tant Principal for Curriculum, In-
struction, Athletics and Guidance at
Upper Moreland High School in
Willow Grove, Pa., has conducted
similar studies of Guidance Depart-
ments in Princeton and West Windsor,
among others. His report focused on
the infrastructure, efficiency, com-
munity visibility and overall effec-
tiveness of the department.

He began his report by listing a
number of the department’s strengths,
including “a dedicated, hardworking
staff,” as well as “counselors who are
student-centered” and “are interested

in change to implement best prac-
tices in guidance and counseling.”

“There are so many good things
happening in this building,” he said.

Mr. DeVito’s report was broken
down into three “themes”: Commu-
nication, Counselor/Student Rela-
tions and Cooperation. He took a
random poll of students and parents
in order to obtain information on
satisfaction with each of these three
areas. Mr. DeVito also interviewed
WHS counselors on these matters,
using district-designed questions to
elicit pertinent answers.

In the area of communication, stu-
dents were asked questions designed
to give Mr. DeVito an understanding
of the role, accessibility and effec-
tiveness of the Guidance Department
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The Perennial Festival has begun. There is 
no better time to select perennials than 
when they are bursting with flowers, the soil 
temperature is a perfect temperature for 
planting , and the selection is the greatest. 

In celebration of this time we have 
thousands of perennial plants, ready to 
march into your cart and into your garden.  
(Well they really won’t do this, but they are 
on Sale). If you purchase 5-9 perennials we 
will take 10% off of them, or buy 10 or more 
to make a great border and we will take 20% 
Off. 

Sale Ends 06/20/04 and does not apply to 
previous purchases.
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Perennials...
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Freeholders
present a resolution honoring
Dylan and Keegan Wallace of
Westfield for their philanthropic
efforts to provide shoes to the un-
derprivileged at its meeting on
June 17.

In a show of respect, before the
meeting, Freehold Chester Holmes
presented a resolution to Rahway
native Vincent Lehostky on the pass-
ing of his mother, Eleanor. Lehotsky,
a self-proclaimed “birdwatcher,” is a
county watchdog who attends most
county meetings to present some-
times unpopular views to the free-
holders.

“We show our appreciation to
you and your family. We recognize
that you are going through some
tough times,” Freeholder Holmes
said.

“I really don’t have much to say
for someone who can always get up
on the microphone,” Mr. Lehotsky
said. “This is wonderful. I’m sure
dad will appreciate this.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.
approval. “It’s going to be gorgeous,
and as soon as the skin goes on the
building we’ll lease it. I don’t even
think that I’ll be able to save an
office for myself – it’ll be the only
place to be if you’re looking for
office space in the area.”

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2
•  Three men were arrested at Ross

Place and Carleton Road, all of who
were charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and with possession of drug parapherna-
lia.

The suspects, identified as Edwin C.
Garcia, 18, of Woodbridge, Dasheen
Wyatte, 22, of Long Pond, Pa., and Wil-
liam Guadalupe, 19, of Bronx, N.Y.,
were each released on their own recogni-

zance with summonses.
SATURDAY, JUNE 5

• Police received a report from a busi-
ness on South Avenue, East, that a front
window at the establishment was broken
out by a rock that was found inside the
store. Nothing was reported missing.

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
• An unknown person broke the glass

sunroof on a motor vehicle that was
parked in the owner’s driveway in the
200 block of West Dudley Avenue.

Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOOD FRIENDS AND FAMILY...Bob Brewster of Westfield and his wife meet
long time friends last Saturday at the Westfield High School during the
ceremony to honor the troops from the Westfield Armory on their way to Iraq.
Pictured above, from the left, are: Mr. Brewster, Brigadier General (R) Ken
Rieth, his son New Jersey Adjutant General (TAG) Glenn Rieth, Teddy Rieth
(TAG’s mother) and Margery Brewster.

Erratum
In the photo caption entitled “Re-

membering Those Lost” on Page 10
of the June 3 edition of The Westfield
Leader the float was misidentified
as belonging to the Boy Scouts. The
float was actually sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus. We regret the
error.

Emily and Kate Warren Earn
‘Spirit of Community’ Award

SPECIAL AWARDEES…Kate, left, and Emily Warren receive congratulations
from Westfield High School Principal Robert Petix for winning this year’s
Prudential Spirit of Community Award.

WESTFIELD — Emily Warren
and Kate Warren, both seniors and
members of the National Honor So-
ciety at Westfield High School
(WHS), have been selected to re-
ceive a state-level Prudential Spirit
of Community Award for their ex-
ceptional performance in the area of
volunteer work and community ser-
vice.

WHS principal Dr. Robert Petix
honored Emily and Kate by making
a formal presentation as well as a
public address announcement dur-
ing homeroom.

In further recognition of their
achievement, Emily and Kate will
be honored at a special New Jersey
State House ceremony and luncheon
on Thursday, June 17, where Assem-
bly Speaker Albio Sires will present
the sisters with a New Jersey Joint
House Resolution recognizing their
exceptional commitment to volun-
teer community service.

Sponsored jointly by the National
Association of Secondary Schools
Principals (NASSP) and Prudential
Financial, the Spirit of Community
Award was designed to honor young
adults like Emily and Kate who vol-
unteer their time, energy and talent in
service to others in their community.

Emily’s and Kate’s winning of the
prestigious award came at the end of
a process that involved them in being
nominated by WHS after complet-
ing lengthy applications in which
they were required to write a series
of essays describing their volunteer
community service activities.

Members of the WHS Guidance
and Counseling Department coordi-
nated the nomination and selection
process.

Tracing their interest in volunteer
work to their experiences with their
church, Saint Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield, and the Girl
Scouts, both sisters have worked on
a number of community service
projects over the years, including
building houses for Habitat for Hu-
manity, spending weekends at the
Special Olympics, working during
the summers in the sleep away “Sis-
ter Pat’s Camp” for children with
cancer and assisting patients at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

NASSP Executive Director Gerald
Tirozzi stated, “We’re proud of these
students because they recognize how
important it is to play an active role
in their communities by using their
skills and talents to benefit others.”

“All of these extraordinary young
people exemplify the spirit of com-
munity that is so important to the
future of our cities, towns and neigh-
borhoods,” said Art Ryan, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of Pru-
dential Financial.

“By honoring them, we hope to
not only give them the recognition

Mount Saint Mary Academy
Reveals College Destinations
WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary

Academy in Watchung has an-
nounced the college destinations of
local members of the Class of 2004.

Westfield Students
Christina Leedy will attend

Franklin Pierce College in Rindge,
N.H., while Colette Moryan will
begin her studies at Washington &
Lee University in Lexington, Va.

Scotch Plains Residents
Nicole Cannone and Elizabeth

Yanosey will study at Villanova Univer-
sity in Philadelphia, Pa., Jessica Foster
will attend New York University and
Christine Marino will begin studies at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing.

Fanwood Residents
Laura Marino will attend Manhat-

tan College in Riverdale, N.Y., Jes-
sica Rizkalla is undecided and Justine
Rocco will attend James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Mountainside Residents
Victoria Maffey will study at

Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Berkeley Heights Residents
Lauren Passalacqua will attend New

York University, Christa Russo will
study at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. and Teresa
Speciale will attend Boston Univer-
sity in Boston, Mass.

In addition to announcing the col-
lege destinations, Mount Saint Mary
Academy officials reported that
Lauren Passalacqua earned the School
Spirit Award.

the same manner.
Mr. Ward will still have to appear

before the planning board for site
plan approval. According to Town
Attorney Robert Cockren, the ordi-
nance gives Mr. Ward the rights for
approximately 85 percent of his
project, while he will have to work
out the other 15 percent with the
planning board.

According to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana, the new develop-
ment will bring more than $10 mil-
lion in ratables to the town.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

child study team and improvement
plan was sent to the New Jersey
Department of Education through
the Office of Special Education.

Part one of the two-part plan is
program effectiveness. Part two is
compliance with federal and state
requirements. Ms. Nestel said that
the majority of things missing are
“nice to have” as opposed to neces-
sary. She feels the program is mov-
ing in the right direction and is com-
pliant with the requirements of the
state.

Curriculum Coordinator/Supervi-
sor, Angela Cosimano, presented the
district mathematics findings to the
board. She recommended that the
district adopt the Chicago Math, or
New Math, concept.

Standardized tests indicate that
Mountainside students demonstrate
an overall weakness in math. GEPA
scores from last year show that 20
percent of fourth graders are not
proficient in math.

The Chicago Math program is a
language-oriented math curriculum,
which would require not only teach-
ers to be taught the concepts, but the
parents as well. It would take four
years to fully implement the pro-
gram. Surrounding districts, includ-
ing Westfield, have already adopted
the Chicago Math program.

Board President Peter Goggi is
uncertain if the program is right for
the district staying, “We need to go
into this with our eyes wide open.
We need to clearly understand what
we’re facing.” He asked Ms.
Cosimano to research the number of
distr icts nationally who have
adopted the program as well as those
who have implemented it and
dropped it. She will present her find-
ing at a board meeting sometime in
the near future.

Between 150 and 175 residents
attended the dedication of
Beechwood School on Sunday, June
6. The dedication can be seen on
TV35.

The construction of the playground
at Beechwood has begun with Dr.
Schaller saying, “It is really going to
be unique.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS School Bd.

as perceived by the student body at
large. The student responses were
separated into two groups: ninth and
tenth graders  and eleventh and
twelfth graders.

When asked if they felt that the
WHS Guidance Department has a
“very favorable” reputation with the
students, 64 percent of underclass-
men and 53 percent of upperclass-
men agreed, while 27 percent and 40
percent disagreed, respectively. An
additional 7 percent of upperclass-
men strongly disagreed.

Similarly, when asked to respond
to the statement “The WHS guid-
ance office is a friendly place where
support staff is welcoming and
friendly,” 18 percent of underclass-
men and 7 percent of upperclassmen
strongly agreed, 64 percent of lower-
classmen and 67 percent of upper-
classmen agreed and 18 percent of
underclassmen and two percent of
upperclassmen disagreed.

The poll’s results showed that the
majority of students think that the
main job of the Guidance Depart-
ment is to make and change sched-
ules and to help students plan for
college.

Parents polled in the communica-
tion section of the evaluation poll
noted a general satisfaction with the
services being offered to their stu-
dents, even though appreciable per-
centages of those polled felt other-
wise.

Twenty-three percent of parents
polled strongly agreed that the WHS
Guidance Department provides “ap-
propriate and adequate services” to
their children. Thirty-seven percent
agreed and 17 percent were neutral
on the subject, while 12 percent dis-
agreed and 10 percent strongly dis-
agreed.

Mr. DeVito’s findings mentioned
reports of “students and parents stand-
ing at the entrance (to the Guidance
Department) waiting minutes before
anyone acknowledged their pres-
ence.”

For the communications portion
of his evaluation, Mr. DeVito recom-
mended that the Guidance Depart-
ment “establish a Steering Commit-
tee of parents, students, teachers and
administrators to help develop mis-
sion, vision and belief statements.”

He also suggested the formation of
a Guidance Advisory Committee, as
well as the formulation a compre-
hensive guidance plan.

Next, Mr. DeVito presented the
results of the Counselor/Student Re-
lations portion of his poll. When
students were asked to react to the
statement: “I would seek out a WHS
guidance counselor for help if I had
a personal, social or emotional issue
to discuss,” 13 percent of upperclass-
men strongly agreed and 27 percent
of both upper- and under- classmen
agreed, while 64 percent of under-
classmen and 47 percent of upper-
classmen disagreed, with 9 percent
and 13 percent, respectively, strongly
disagreeing.

Twenty-seven percent of under-
classmen either agree or strongly
agree that their guidance counselor
“goes the extra mile to help me navi-
gate through WHS.” That number
rises to 66 percent with upperclass-
men. Mr. DeVito attributed the sur-
vey-wide rise in satisfaction from
underclassmen to upperclassmen to
“delivery of the product.”

Twenty-six percent of parents
polled either disagreed or strongly
disagreed when asked if they felt that
their “child’s guidance counselor is/
was aware of his/her particular aca-
demic needs, concerns and interests.”
Twenty-nine percent strongly agreed,
and 27 percent agreed.

In his report, Mr. DeVito stated that
“the majority of students polled and
interviewed felt that the counselors
have built strong connections and have
an understanding of their academic
needs” and that “respondents from all
factions of the school community
spoke highly of the counselors.”

However, the report says, “feel-
ings emerged about the fact that the
counselors primarily operate in a
reactive mode and that they are not
encouraged or supported in develop-
ing and implementing proactive in-
terventions.”

In order to deal with these Student/
Counselor Relationship-related is-
sues, DeVito’s report suggested that
counselors set aside time in their
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Parents Express Displeasure
With Guidance Department

daily activities to be around the build-
ing and plan time to be at student
events.

Mr. DeVito’s presentation con-
cluded with a discussion of the coop-
eration segment of his poll. This
section was designed to highlight the
strengths and weaknesses of the Guid-
ance Department’s abilities to work
alongside other departments in the
school. This part of the survey was
given to parents only.

Parents were asked if they believed
that the Guidance Department works
well with the Special Education staff,
teachers and students. A majority of
those polled were neutral on each
question. Twelve percent of those
polled believed that the Special Edu-
cation Department and the Guidance
Department worked well together,
and two percent disagreed. Twenty-
six percent of parents answered, “Not
Applicable.”

When asked if the guidance staff
and teachers work well together, 24
percent of parents either agreed or
strongly agreed and 24 percent ei-
ther disagreed or strongly disagreed.
When asked the same question about
the district’s Administration and the
Guidance Staff, 18 percent agreed or
strongly agreed and 20 percent ei-
ther disagreed or strongly disagreed.

For this portion of his evaluation,
Mr. DeVito interviewed several
teachers at WHS to gauge their feel-
ings towards the department.

“On a whole,” the report says, “the
teachers viewed the counselors as
working very hard.” They did, how-
ever, “express a concern about the
level of attention that is given by the
counselors to the non-college-bound
students.”

Additionally, Mr. DeVito found
that the Guidance Department has a
fruitful relationship with the school’s
Student Assistance Coordinator and
the Child Study Team.

Finally, Mr. DeVito’s report said
that “from what could be gathered in
the two days of interviews and obser-
vations, the evaluators observed and
heard about a less-than-harmonious
relationship between the Guidance
Department and the Administration.”

The report goes on to add, “The
evaluators were concerned that this
relationship is debilitating to the
department and is stymieing the de-
sired growth and renewal.”

Mr. DeVito’s report was followed
by one from Donald Dickason, former
Dean of Admissions at Cornell Uni-
versity. Next week’s edition of The
Westfield Leader will contain a full
account of his report.

After the two presentations, the
board had the opportunity to ask
questions of Mr. DeVito and Mr.
Dickason. Most of the conversation
centered around the role of WHS’
Student Assistance Counselor (SAC).

The SAC’s defined role is to assist
students in dealing with substance
abuse-related problems. Mr. DeVito,
however, felt that the SAC has be-
come the first line against non-aca-
demic problems, a role he feels should
remain with the Guidance Depart-
ment.

Board member Arlene Gardner
attributes the problem to “a mis-
match of expectations.” Mr. DeVito
suggested that the SAC be accessible
by a referral from the Guidance De-
partment, instead of Guidance a by-
pass of the Guidance Department.

The board asked Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley for a
timeline for implementation of the
two men’s suggestions. Dr. Foley
will have a timeline for the board at
its next public meeting on Tuesday,
June 15.

they so richly deserve, but also to
inspire others to follow their ex-
ample,” he added.

“Emily and Kate represent the best
in young people today in terms of
their unselfish commitment to help
the less fortunate,” said Dr. Petix.
“We are proud of the contributions
that they have made in our commu-
nity and wish them continued good
fortune.”

Both Emily and Kate will be at-
tending St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia, Pa. in the fall.

Casey Schuster Awarded
For Tar Wars Contest

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School student Casey Schuster
placed fourth in the New Jersey State
Tar Wars poster contest, sponsored by
the New Jersey Academy of Family
Physicians.

Tar Wars is an education program
and poster contest, which encour-
ages the country’s youth to remain
spoke-free by emphasizing the posi-
tive aspects of avoiding tobacco.

Tar Wars focuses on attitudes about
tobacco use, the effects of tobacco on
the body, and how different messages in
tobacco advertising influence children.

A panel of family physicians from
New Jersey selected Casey’s poster.
The judges looked for emphasis on
the positive aspects of being tobacco-
free, originality and creativity.

St. Paul’s to Conduct
Spring Rummage Sale

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield, will hold its
Spring Boutique and Rummage
Sale Thursday through Saturday,
June 17, 18 and 19.

The sale hours are 9:30 a.m. to
2 p.m. Thursday and Friday, with
reduced prices on Friday, and
9:30 to 11 a.m. on Saturday,
which will be Bag Day.

Items will include children and
infants’ clothing, toys and fur-
nishings; men’s and women’s
clothing, jewelry, antiques and
household items. Proceeds ben-
efit various outreach causes.

Harvard Law Degree
Awarded to Charme
WESTFIELD – Lauren Charme,

the granddaughter of Westfield resi-
dents Mr. and Mrs. Sam Charme and
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie
Charme, received her juris doctor
degree from Harvard Law School
during commencement exercises in
Cambridge, Mass. this June.

She graduated Phi Beta Kappa, ma-
gna cum laude, from the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
with Bachelor of Arts degree in Psy-
chology in 2001.

In addition, Ms. Charme was co-
salutatorian of her high school class.

She has joined the law firm of
Willkie, Farr & Gallagher in
Manhatta, where she will begin work
as an associate in September.


