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Freeholders Announce Receipt
Of Homeland Security Funds

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

During Thursday’s June 3 agenda
meeting of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, the free-
holders announced that Union
County would
receive an award
of $2,069,545 in
grant money
from the Home-
land Security
Grant Program.
The funding will
come from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Law and Public Safety
Office of the Attorney General.

“With these funds, Union County
will enhance our ability to prevent,
detect and respond to acts of ter-
ror,” said Union County Freeholder
Vice Chairman and Chairman of
the Union County Homeland Secu-
rity Committee Rick Proctor.

A multi-departmental county
working group will plan for the use
of funds from the grant. The group
includes representatives from the
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement, the County Manager’s Of-
fice, the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, the Office of Counter-ter-
rorism, the State Police and County
liaisons from police, fire and EMS
organizations.

The group meets regularly to pri-
oritize and develop strategies and
spending proposals based upon the
needs and information received
from the municipalities. The county

will submit a final plan on the fund’s
allocation by the end of June.

“For this program to work, we
need input from all municipalities
in the county to find out what their
individual needs are so we can for-

mulate a plan that
will benefit the
entire County,”
added Freeholder
Proctor.

The meeting
also featured a
public hearing on

the proposed community develop-
ment activities for fiscal year 2004,
and the allocation of funds for fa-
cilities, public improvement, hous-
ing, and other social services.

The motion
calls for the ap-
proval of the 2004
Consolidated Ac-
tion Plan includ-
ing the Commu-
nity Development
Block Grant Pro-
gram, HOME Investment Partner-
ship Program, American Dream
Down-payment initiative, and the
Emergency Shelter Grant Applica-
tion for HUD funds totaling
$10,206,058.

Mary Murphy, director of the di-
vision of Planning and Community
Development, said the consolidated
plan is a prerequisite for several
programs Union County receives
federal funding under.

The American Dream program, a

new initiative that helps fund first
time homebuyer down payments,
is one of many programs that
Murphy said are “worthwhile to
our communities.”

Chairman of the economic de-
velopment committee Lewis Mingo
said, “These funds are allocated by
the different organizations that need
support to offer services to resi-
dents to the community. Each year,
services are being upgraded and
adjusted as needs vary. My hats off
to the people who planned this ini-
tiative.” Final action will be taken
at the Thursday, June 17 meeting.

In other business, the county will
present a resolution honoring Dylan
and Keegan Wallace of Westfield

for their philan-
thropic efforts to
provide shoes to
the underprivi-
leged at its meet-
ing on June 17.

In a show of
respect before

the meeting, Freehold Chester
Holmes presented a resolution to
Rahway native Vincent Lehostky
on the passing of his mother,
Eleanor. Lehotsky, a self-pro-
claimed “birdwatcher,” is a county
watchdog who attends most county
meetings to present sometimes un-
popular views to the freeholders.

“We show our appreciation to you
and your family. We recognize that
you are going through some tough
times,” Freeholder Holmes said.

“I really don’t have much to say
for someone who can always get up
on the microphone,” Mr. Lehotsky
said. “This is wonderful. I’m sure
Dad will appreciate this.”

Fire Destroys Building
In Downtown Fanwood

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s police and fire de-
partments once again demonstrated
their abilities when dealing with a
fire in retail establishments on
South Avenue last Thursday morn-
ing. The fire damaged the turn-of-
the-century building, located
across from the Fanwood train sta-
tion. It began inside one store and
threatened the entire block of busi-
nesses.

The police department was noti-
fied of the fire at 11 a.m. by an
eyewitness via cell phone. A po-
lice officer confirmed smoke at the
premises within seconds of the call
and the Fanwood Fire Department
and Rescue Squad were on the
scene within five minutes. It was
immediately decided to place a
call for mutual aid from surround-
ing towns due to concern that the

block of interconnected stores might
all become involved. Emergency
units came from Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood,
Plainfield, North Plainfield, New
Providence, Rahway, Clark, Roselle
Park, Berkeley Heights and Sum-
mit. Units from Linden,
Mountainside and Hillside stood by
at the Fanwood fire station to handle
other calls.

Regarding the fire, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times:  “I’m grate-
ful there were no serious injuries,
considering how large a fire it was
and how many neighboring fire de-
partments responded. This shows the
quick response of Fanwood’s police
and fire departments, and how well
they work together with other area’s
departments when it comes to poten-
tially life-threatening situations, as
with the North Avenue house fire. I

tip my hat to our volunteer fire
department, which so quickly and
professionally responded. They
deserve all the thanks and praise
that one can bestow upon them.”

Fanwood’s fire department re-
ported that the fire began in an old
refrigerator located within the psy-
chic reader’s store. The most dam-
age occurred to Panda Brass, where
the building was a total loss, al-
though firemen were able to re-
trieve the owner’s computer. The
vacant property that once housed
MIP Printing sustained some wa-
ter damage. After the fire, it did not
appear that any fire or water dam-
age was done to the Enchantments
retail space.

Three firefighters received sev-
eral minor injuries, including a cut
finger, stepping on a nail and heat
exhaustion; however, none were
hospitalized.

Multiple Road Projects
Under Way in S. Plains

SID Steering Committee Will
Make Sunset Recommendation

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After back-to-back winters that left
area streets battered, the Scotch Plains
Public Works Department is plan-
ning an ambitious program of road
resurfacings and storm sewer repairs
over the coming several months.

Some two dozen projects, a few of
which have already been completed,
are on a preliminary list provided by
Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
who told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that, as of now, about 80 per-
cent of the list has been finalized.

Over the next several months, the
township is looking at 16 road resur-
facing projects: Algonquin Road
from Hetfield Avenue East to South
Avenue; Allwood Road, Archer Lane;
Brandywine Court; Concord Road
between Old Farm Road to the cul-
de-sac (75 percent of which has been
completed); Fawn Ridge Drive; Essex
Road from the cul-de-sac to Huron
Path; Princeton Avenue from Hetfield
Avenue to South Avenue; Rolling

Knolls Road; Seneca Road; Whittier
Avenue; Newark Avenue between
Hetfield Avenue and Maple Hill
Road; Richilieu Place; Sleepy Hol-
low Lane from Pheasant Lane to the
Plainfield border; and Victor Street
between Mountain Avenue and Route
22 and between Coles Street and
Rose Street.

Three more streets are expected to
be resurfaced in projects that will
include rotomilling, or removing, the
existing top layer of road surface:
Myrtle Avenue between Second Street
and Front Street; New York Avenue;
and Algonquin Drive between Hetfield
Avenue, West to the cul-de-sac.

While one storm sewer repair
project on the western edge of Raritan
Road has been completed, township
officials are planning storm sewer
work on Meadowview Road from
about Maple Hill Road to the south
side of Woodside Road.

It is hoped that all the projects will
be completed during the summer
and autumn months.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Last night’s special meeting of the
Special Improvement District steer-
ing committee was expected to ham-
mer out the specifics of a sunset
provision to be added to the pending
ordinance establishing a SID in

Scotch Plains’ downtown business
district.

The meeting was called after the
Township Council, after a three-hour
public hearing on the SID ordinance
on May 25, asked the steering com-
mittee, which spent several months
last year and early this year putting

together the details of the SID pro-
posal, to meet again to consider a
sunset provision under which a time
limit would be placed on the SID’s
existence.

This approach is seen as a way of
mollifying some of the opposition to
the SID’s establishment, much of
which has centered on concerns that
a SID and its budget, and the prop-
erty assessments funding it, could
grow beyond the control of those
financing it.

Steve Goldberg, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) and
chairman of the 10-member steering
committee, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in advance of the
June 9 meeting, which took place
after this edition of the newspaper
had gone to press, that, although he
personally favored a five-year sunset
provision, he would allow the com-
mittee to discuss various time frames
before hopefully coming to a con-
sensus.

If the group can agree on a time
frame, it’s expected that the council
will continue the public hearing on
the sunset provision only at its Tues-
day, June 22 meeting and then, if it is
deemed appropriate, take a formal
vote on establishing the SID.

While some of those who spoke
out against the SID proposal at the
May 25 meeting seemed favorably
disposed toward the sunset provision
idea, Mr. Goldberg wasn’t sure that it
would satisfy all the opposition.

He also told The Times that the
SPBPA was not going to take a for-
mal position on the SID proposal. At
the May 25 meeting, Mayor Martin
Marks requested that SPBPA’s board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
DOUSING FLAMES...Fanwood fire fighters battled a fire last Thursday that destroyed at least one building on South
Avenue. Fire fighters tried to douse the flames from South Avenue. The blaze went on for more than two hours.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FIGHT FIRE WITH WATER...Firefighters from Scotch Plains, Westfield, Cranford, Garwood, Plainfield, North
Plainfield, New Providence, Rahway, Clark, Roselle Park, Berkeley Heights and Summit came to Fanwood last Thursday
to help with a fire on South Avenue.

Photo courtesy of Ben Solomon
ALL DRESSED UP...Scotch Plains Fanwood High School Seniors dressed up and gathered on Friday night for the Senior
Prom. The event was held at the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

On Parade!!!

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

The Perennial Festival has begun. There is 
no better time to select perennials than 
when they are bursting with flowers, the soil 
temperature is a perfect temperature for 
planting , and the selection is the greatest. 

In celebration of this time we have 
thousands of perennial plants, ready to 
march into your cart and into your garden.  
(Well they really won’t do this, but they are 
on Sale). If you purchase 5-9 perennials we 
will take 10% off of them, or buy 10 or more 
to make a great border and we will take 20% 
Off. 

Sale Ends 06/20/04 and does not apply to 
previous purchases.

The Perennial Festival has begun. There is 
no better time to select perennials than 
when they are bursting with flowers, the soil 
temperature is a perfect temperature for 
planting , and the selection is the greatest. 

In celebration of this time we have 
thousands of perennial plants, ready to 
march into your cart and into your garden.  
(Well they really won’t do this, but they are 
on Sale). If you purchase 5-9 perennials we 
will take 10% off of them, or buy 10 or more 
to make a great border and we will take 20% 
Off. 

Sale Ends 06/20/04 and does not apply to 
previous purchases.

“Majorette”

Denise

Jackson

Buy 5 Perennials
get 10% Off

Buy 10 Perennials
get 20% Off

Buy 5 Perennials
get 10% Off

Buy 10 Perennials
get 20% Off

Perennials...

 

St. Bartholomew School in SP
Holds Graduation Ceremony

HAPPY GRADUATION…Members of the Eighth Grade Golden Jubilee gradu-
ating class of St. Bartholomew Interparochial School in Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
celebrated its 50th graduating class
in exercises held on June 3 at Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church in
Scotch Plains.

Diplomas were presented by the
Reverend Donald Hummel, Pastor
of St. Bartholomew Church, the Rev-
erend John Kennedy, Pastor of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church, and
Sister Louise Lauretti, Principal, to
the following eighth-grade gradu-
ates:

Wilbert Abreu, Kaitlyn Nicole
Bennett, Richard Allan Bouillon,
Krystyna Chmura, Ashleyann
Tinamarie DeRienzo, Silvano
DiMonte, Jr., Judith Ann Fitzpatrick,
Samuel Norman Fourre, Megan
Elizabeth Gartner, Meaghan Fiona
Gaynor, Kayla Elizabeth Hetem, John
Pasquale Irace, Christopher James
Jones, Michael Vincent Kebbekus,
Sean Kulper, Kelly Kathryn Magnus,
Scott William Marino, Dylan Patrick
McMahon, Gregory Ang Ngo, Erin
Elizabeth O’Donnell, Andrew
Pauline, Russell James Pepe, Kiersten
Marie Schiller, Roger Sokoloski,
James Michael Trollo and Michaelo-
Raphael Velarde.

The award for General Excellence
for maintaining an “A+” average in
all academic areas, a gift of $150
donated by the St. Bartholomew
Home School Association, was pre-
sented to Judith Fitzpatrick.

The awards for Excellence, gifts
of $100 donated by the St.
Bartholomew Rosary Altar Society,
were presented to Russell Pepe and
Michaelo Velarde.

The awards for Excellence, gifts
of $100 donated by the St.
Bartholomew Holy Name Society,
were presented to Meaghan Gaynor
and Scott Marino.

High Honors, gifts of $50 donated
by the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish Rosary Altar Society, were
awarded to: James Trollo, Megan
Gartner, Christopher Jones, Krystyna
Chmura, Gregory Ngo, Silvano
DiMonte and Michael Kebbekus.

The Honors awards, gifts of $50
donated by Immaculate Heart of
Mary Rosary Altar Society, were
awarded to: Kiersten Schiller, Kelly
Magnus, and Dylan McMahon. Hon-
ors awards, gifts of $50 donated by
St. Bartholomew Knights of Colum-
bus, were awarded to: Erin
O’Donnell, Samuel Fourre, and

Lafayette College Tells
Area Dean’s List Pupils

AREA – Lafayette College in
Easton, Pa. has reported the names
of students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Berkeley
Heights named to the Dean’s List
for the spring 2004 semester.

Westfield residents Lauren Rose
Federgreen, Miriam Helen Habeeb,
Whitney Goffinet Laird and Julie
Elizabeth Phelan were placed on

the list.
Scotch Plains residents Benjamin

David Flath and Samantha Kim
Schackman joined Fanwood pupil
Matthew Joseph Metzger in earning
Dean’s List status.

Berkeley Heights residents Nicole
Michelle Huff and Daria Lesia
Szkwarko were also placed on the
roster.

Roger Sokoloski.
Certificates were presented for

Outstanding Achievement in a Sub-
ject Area to: James Trollo for Reli-
gion, Scott Marino for Language Arts,
Ashleyann DeRienzo for Spelling,
Meaghan Gaynor for Social Studies,
Michaelo Velarde for Mathematics
and Russell Pepe for Science.

The Christian Discipleship Award,
a gift of $100 in memory of Peggy
Farrell, was given to Kaitlyn Bennett.
The Christian Discipleship Award, a
gift of $100 in memory of Father
Vincent Sprouls, was presented to
Dylan McMahon. The Religious
Teachers Filippini Founders Award,
a gift of $50 each donated by the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Holy Name Society, was awarded to
Silvano DiMonte and Kelly Magnus.

Scott Marino and Kiersten Schiller
received the Emily Clark Scholar-
ship, a monetary gift of $500 each.
Judith Fitzpatrick was presented with
the Creative Writing Award, a gift of
$100 given by Helen Boguszewski
in memory of Betsy and Tom Orr.

The Helen Campbell Scholarship,
a gift of $250 donated by Helen
Campbell in memory of her late hus-
band Bill Campbell, was awarded to
James Trollo. Sean Kulper received
the Second Place award in the Union
County District No. 5 Veterans of
Foreign Wars Patriot’s Pen Youth
Essay Contest.

Judith Fitzpatrick, Meaghan Gaynor,
Kayla Hetem, Kelly Magnus, Scott
Marino, Dylan McMahon, Kiersten
Schiller, Roger Sokoloski, James Trollo,
and Michaelo Velarde were acknowl-
edged with certificates for service to St.
Bartholomew and Immaculate Heart of
Mary parishes as altar servers.

Wilbert Abreu, Richard Bouillon,
Ashleyann DeRienzo, Kayla Hetem,
John Irace, Michael Kebbekus, Scott
Marino, Andrew Pauline and Kiersten
Schiller received certificates for ser-
vice to St. Bartholomew
Interparochial School.

The St. Bartholomew Athletic
Committee presented Meaghan
Gaynor and Roger Sokoloski with
St. Bartholomew Athletic Award, an
award of $500 each, at the school’s
athletic banquet held on June 2.

A total in excess of $70,000 in
scholarships and full-tuition schol-
arships to Regis High School in New
York City and Bishop George Ahr
High School were offered to mem-
bers of the graduating class of 2004.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Proposal

College Destinations Revealed
By Mount St. Mary Academy

WATCHUNG – Mount Saint
Mary Academy in Watchung has
announced the college destinations
of local members of the Class of
2004.

Westfield Students
Christina Leedy will attend

Franklin Pierce College in Rindge,
N.H., while Colette Moryan will
begin her studies at Washington &
Lee University in Lexington, Va.

Scotch Plains Residents
Nicole Cannone and Elizabeth

Yanosey will study at Villanova Univer-
sity in Philadelphia, Pa., Jessica Foster
will attend New York University and
Christine Marino will begin studies at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing.

Fanwood Residents
Laura Marino will attend Manhat-

tan College in Riverdale, N.Y., Jes-
sica Rizkalla is undecided and Justine
Rocco will attend James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Mountainside Residents
Victoria Maffey will study at

Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Berkeley Heights Residents
Lauren Passalacqua will attend New

York University, Christa Russo will
study at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. and Teresa
Speciale will attend Boston Univer-
sity in Boston, Mass.

In addition to announcing the col-
lege destinations, Mount Saint Mary
Academy officials reported that
Lauren Passalacqua earned the
School Spirit Award.

of directors take a formal stance on
the issue, but Mr. Goldberg said that
“if the board were to come out and
make a blanket statement that the
organization is for it, we might lose
members.”

He said the board’s feeling was,
“we don’t feel compelled to make a
statement.”

Instead, Mr. Goldberg is urging
members to speak out publicly on
the matter.

WF Council Discusses Abate Arrest;
Ward Project Gets Green Light

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting,
Town Administrator James Gildea
and Mayor Gregory McDermott
asked Police Chief Bernard Tracy to
address the issuance of warrants and
the events surrounding James Abate’s
arrest at last week’s public meeting.
According to Mr. Gildea, the facts of
what happened last week were not
accurately reported in the newspa-
per.

Chief Tracy explained that it is his
understanding that when a summons
is issued a court date is given. If a
person fails to appear in court a no-
tice is sent to their home and if they
fail to appear again a warrant is then
issued.

According to Chief Tracy, Mr.
Abate had four active warrants from
Newark, Middletown and Westfield
for contempt of court, meaning that
he had failed to appear. Chief Tracy
said he became aware of the warrants
a “week or so” before the meeting,
and when he saw Mr. Abate he went
downstairs to verify that the warrants
were still active. He said he then
asked Special Police Captain John
Morgan to ask Mr. Abate to step
outside the council chambers where
an officer was waiting. Mr. Abate
was then processed, paid his fees and
was released.

Mayor McDermott questioned why
Captain Morgan was asked to get Mr.
Abate. Chief Tracy said that he didn’t
think it would draw attention and
that he was trying to be as discrete as
possible.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan questioned whether the
warrants were for unpaid parking
tickets. Chief Tracy said he believed
that two of the tickets were for motor
vehicle violations.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that failure to appear
can lead to a driver’s license suspen-
sion.

Chief Tracy said that Mr. Abate
was previously arrested for six war-
rants and for driving while suspended.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman questioned
whether Chief Tracy receives a print-
out of all residents with warrants and
then asked what the process is for
executing outstanding warrants.

Chief Tracy said he gets a list of
those residents from the Westfield
Municipal Court. He said that the
police either knock on doors or ex-
ecute them during routine traffic
stops.

Councilman Goldman questioned
what the immediacy is for executing
a warrant.

Chief Tracy said that if he knows a
person has a warrant and is in his
presence it is the duty of the police to

arrest that person. He said that they
do not actively seek out people with
warrants.

Councilman Goldman asked if the
chief walked into Vicki’s Diner and
saw someone on the warrant list,
would he arrest the individual.

Chief Tracy said that if he knew
Councilman Goldman had a war-
rant, he would arrest him.

Mr. Gildea said that it was “insinu-
ated” that Mr. Abate was taken out of
the meeting because of what he said
during public comment, and that the
insinuation is “not true.” Though he
admitted that the “perception of the
timing (was) not stellar” one thing
had nothing to do with the other.

Chief Tracy said that he “took
offense” to what was written in the
paper. He said that the comparison
drawn by Westfield Leader publisher
Horace Corbin between what he did
and the Nazis was, “extremely in-
sulting and absurd.” He said that, “to
think any person here could politi-
cally use me is absurd.”

Councilman Goldman said that the
“circumstances (were) less than stel-
lar” and that he was troubled when
he heard what had happened. He said
it bothered him more when it was
suggested that the council was aware
of the warrants, and that he knew
nothing about it.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the person who authored an e-mail
implying the council knew later re-
tracted it.

Mayor McDermott said that when
he learned Mr. Abate had been ar-
rested after the meeting he went
downstairs to speak to Chief Tracy.
“He did his job, that was it,” Mayor
McDermott said. “As the chief (he
is) always doing what’s best for the
town.”

Resident Roz Harrison said that
this is an example of something that
the town should issue a release about,
rather than waiting for The Westfield
Leader to report about it.

Mr. Gildea said that he spoke to
three newspapers on Wednesday af-
ter the meeting. He said that the
mayor has asked Chief Tracy to re-
spond to the editorial that appeared
in last week’s Leader.

“The publisher wrote what he wrote
without contacting me,” said Chief
Tracy.

Mr. Gildea said that what Mr.
Corbin did was “blatantly wrong.”
He criticized Mr. Corbin for not con-
tacting the mayor, the police chief or
himself before running the editorial.

In other business, the council has
agreed to move forward with ap-
proval for a conditional-use ordi-
nance for James Ward. The ordi-
nance will allow Mr. Ward to build
age-restricted condominiums on
Prospect Street at the former site of
Statistical Research. The ordinance

will be site specific so that other
properties could not be developed in
the same manner.

Mr. Ward will still have to appear
before the planning board for site
plan approval. According to Town
Attorney Robert Cockren, the ordi-
nance gives Mr. Ward the rights for

approximately 85 percent of his
project, while he will have to work
out the other 15 percent with the
planning board.

According to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana, the new develop-
ment will bring over $10 million in
ratables to the town.

Odor at Beechwood
Harmless; Interim

School Admin. Named
 By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE -- At Tues-
day night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller announced that
the odor at Beechwood School is
still unidentified, although tests
suggest that whatever its origin, it
is considered harmless.

Air quality tests conducted by
Enviro Techniques found no trace
of mold or bacteria in the samples.
Dr. Schaller stated, “The inside air
was purer than the outside.” Al-
though the origin of the odor is
still unknown, officials believe it
is coming from the HVAC units.

Both the contractor who in-
stalled the units and the manufac-
turer have been contacted. The
board will consider replacing the
units, under warranty, if the source
of the odor is determined to be
linked to the units. The investiga-
tion will continue until the source
is found.

Mr. Walter Rusak was appointed
Interim Chief School Administra-
tor effective July 1, until the com-
mencement of employment of a
new chief school administrator.
Mr. Rusak had applied for the
position but withdrew his name
because pension laws made it un-
economical for him to seek the
position. When asked if the search
had been narrowed down to one
candidate, Board President Peter
Goggi said, “I can’t comment on
that. Actually, I can but I won’t.”

The district has received the first
payment of $781,361 from Spring-
field and Berkeley Heights for
deregionalization. The board ex-
pects similar payments from
Kenilworth and Clark in the near
future. Mr. Goggi stated that the
first installment would be given
directly back to the residents of
Mountainside. The district will
receive approximately $5.4 mil-
lion dollars over the next four years.

Approximately 40 teachers at-
tended the meeting, wearing red
to show their solidarity, in protest
of the board’s unwillingness to
approve teacher contracts. Teach-
ers are concerned about salary
caps, as well as benefits.

Third graders from Deerfield
School attended the meeting to
thank the Mountainside Educa-
tion Foundation for a grant given
to them by the foundation allow-
ing them to take a field trip to the
New Jersey Museum of Agricul-
ture. Students read letters of ap-
preciation describing what they
learned on the excursion. The
trip coincided with a unit the
students were studying on New
Jersey.

Dr. Schaller announced that
Mountainside resident and gradu-
ating senior Marissa DeAnna re-
ceived the Outstanding Scholar
Award, as well as the Mountainside
Education Award from Governor
Livingston High School.

In other business, Supervisor of
Special Services, Elaine Nestel,
made a presentation to the board
regarding the self-assessment of
the special education program. The
assessment, required by the state,
is vital in identifying areas of
strength and weaknesses in the
program. A two-year child study
team and improvement plan was
sent to the New Jersey Department
of Education through the Office of
Special Education.

Part one of the two-part plan is
program effectiveness. Part two is
compliance with federal and state
requirements. Ms. Nestel stated
that the majority of things missing
are “nice to have” as opposed to
necessary. She feels the program
is moving in the right direction
and is compliant with the require-
ments of the state.

Curriculum Coordinator/Super-
visor, Angela Cosimano, presented
the district mathematics findings
to the board. She is recommending
the district adopt the Chicago
Math, or New Math, concept.

Standardized tests indicate that
Mountainside students show an
overall weakness in math. GEPA
scores from last year show that 20
percent of fourth graders are be-
low proficient in math.

The Chicago Math program is a
language-oriented math curricu-
lum, which would require not only
teachers to be taught the concepts,
but the parents as well. It would
take four years to fully implement
the program. Surrounding districts,
including Westfield, have already
adopted the Chicago Math program.

Board President Peter Goggi is
uncertain if the program is the
right for the district, staying, “We
need to go into this with our eyes
wide open. We need to clearly
understand what we’re facing.”
He asked Ms. Cosimano to re-
search the number of districts
nationally who have adopted the
program, as well as those who
have implemented it and dropped
it. She will present her finding at
a board meeting sometime in the
near future.

Approximately 150-175 resi-
dents attended the dedication of
Beechwood School on Sunday,
June 6. The dedication can be seen
on TV35.

The construction of the play-
ground at Beechwood has begun
with Dr. Schaller commenting, “It
is really going to be unique.”


