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By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

Town Council News

Parking Deck Plan Needs
ReferendumCandidate Campaign Release

Steve Brozak Shares His Reasons For
Running For District Congress Seat The Westfield Town Council is in the

final stages of a multi-year, due dili-
gence process in which the feasibility of
two parking decks with residential and
retail development has been studied.  As
we near the finish line and the Council
prepares a final recommendation, it’s
time to consider what the next steps in
this process should be.

If the council were to recommend the
construction of decks, it could then move
to immediately adopt the plan as law via
an ordinance in two public sessions. As
an alternative, the council could intro-
duce its plan but delay adoption and
begin a period of public commentary (or
more charettes) for the purpose of ex-
tending discussion and building a public
consensus before a final vote.

As a councilman, voter and taxpayer, I
believe a public consensus in favor of any
plan is essential before we embark upon
the largest expenditure in the Town’s his-
tory. Not only has this issue been widely
and hotly contested, but the financing in
the form of a General Obligation bond will
put each individual Westfield taxpayer at
risk for the record debt.

The most meaningful indicator of a
public consensus for the plan would be a
non-binding voter referendum on the
November ballot. (Redevelopment law
precludes a binding referendum). I urge
the mayor and my fellow councilmen
and councilwoman to put any forthcom-
ing redevelopment plan to our voters in
the form of a November referendum
before a final council vote is taken.

Referendums are no a strangers to our
local political culture. It’s no surprise

that the last Westfield townwide refer-
endum also concerned a significant ex-
penditure-the construction of our public
library. The main criticism of referen-
dums is that they are held in special
elections with usually very small turn-
outs (15-20 percent) and organized po-
litical elites can decide an issue with as
little as a 10 percent of all registered
voters. This potential flaw would not be
a concern for us. As everyone knows,
this is a presidential election year and
heavy voter turnout in November is be-
ing forecasted. (The Presidential race of
2000 turned out 51 percent of the voters.
The modern day record is 63 percent in
the 1960 Kennedy-Nixon election).

Another criticism of referendums is
that the electorate lacks complete or
accurate information and thus cannot
make an informed choice. On the con-
trary, Westfield’s parking “problem” and
various deck plans have been well-docu-
mented and debated for years. During
this period our local newspapers have
covered this issue weekly and have
printed dozens of letters. Websites are
advertised and local organizations have
formed devoted to both sides of this
issue. There have been hundreds of hours
of testimony by citizens and experts at
our public meetings, which were aired
on TV 36, and literature is regularly
being distributed through various means
all over town. My expectation is that a
referendum would increase activism and
information flow even further, and the
Town Council could facilitate public
meetings in the months leading up to the
election in order to enlarge the debate,
increase awareness and further advocate
it’s own plan.

Broadly stated, the ultimate decision
or analysis for the Westfield Town Coun-
cil must be this: do the benefits of decks
and redevelopment outweigh the poten-
tial costs, impacts and risks?  The size of
the expenditure, the risk it implies to our
taxpayers and the depth and breadth of
the rancorous public debate demand that
the issue be put to the voters so that the
Council’s ultimate decision can reflect
the true will of the people.

As I listened to the moving speeches
at Westfield’s Memorial Day ceremo-
nies and watched the D-Day remem-
brances in France, I was reminded of the
ultimate sacrifice made by brave men
and women in service to their country so
that ideals of liberty and democracy
could endure. The citizen’s right to have
his or her voice heard is one of those
ideals, even when the issue is as mun-
dane as a local parking plan. I hope the
mayor and town council extend the op-
portunity for a referendum to our resi-
dents, and that this Fourth of July finds
colonial Westfield celebrating the pri-
macy of the right to vote.
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By Lawrence A. Goldman
Westfield Councilman Ward 4

Town Council News

Mayor Gregory McDermott, mem-
bers of the Town Council, Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea and Town At-
torney Robert Cockren, Esq.

Regarding the incident associated with
June 1, 2004 public meeting:

The arrest of a citizen shortly after he
spoke at last week’s town council meet-
ing is troubling for several reasons. First
is the matter of a seeming nexus of the
arrest to public criticism of the council.
Second is the matter of process. I would
assume that the incidence of outstand-
ing arrest warrants against residents of
the town is fairly common. However, in
this case, were the outstanding warrants
acted upon in the ordinary course?

I am pretty confident in believing that
it has not been a practice of the Westfield
Police Department to do warrant checks
for all members of the public who choose
to speak publicly at meetings of the
town council.

The issue is not the propriety of the

Recent Arrest Requires
Investigation

While the action by our police depart-
ment against the Westfield resident with
outstanding arrest warrants was ill-timed,
Horace Corbin’s editorial could not have
been more ill-conceived. Perhaps Mr.
Corbin is just doing his job in attempting
to sell more newspapers, but for the
publisher of The Westfield Leader to
compare the actions of Nazis to the ac-
tions of Westfield’s mayor and council is
appalling.

It is appalling that he trivializes the
evils of Nazism and it is appalling that he
suggests that the mayor and council are
targeting individuals by inappropriately
using our fine police department.

Mr. Corbin, I am proud to serve with our
mayor and fellow council members. I re-

spect each of them for their commitment to
our great town and for their integrity.

Your sensational, ill-conceived edito-
rial is an embarrassment to the reputa-
tion of The Westfield Leader.
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By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3

Editorial Was Ill-Conceived
About Ill-Timed Arrest

Town Council News

arrest, but rather the propriety of the
circumstances of the arrest.

I believe that there should be an imme-
diate full investigation of what transpired
last week. The public has a right to know
who made the decision to arrest and
whether the arrest procedure was consis-
tent with ordinary police practices. The
public has a right to know whether there
was a plan of action conceived in ad-
vance of the meeting and whether any
individuals in the town government out-
side of the police department were par-
ticipants in a plan and informed about it
in advance.

The investigation should be called for
by the town council and should be con-
ducted by an individual without any
present ties to the municipal government.

We need to remove the blemish on the
public’s faith in Westfield municipal
government. We need to ensure that pub-
lic debate and the right to criticize local
government actions are not chilled.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Offer may be withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawal.
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Westfielder Calls Parking Chief’s
Actions ‘Inappropriate’

Serious Dangers Remain As
Westfield Memorial Pool Opens

The Westfield Town Council con-
tinues to ignore a safety issue that
directly threatens the lives of resi-
dents and their children each and ev-
ery day of the summer as they attempt
to access the Memorial Park and Pool.

The problem, as I previously stated
almost a year ago, is the traffic speed
and lack of safe crossing at West
Broad and Marion Avenue. Our neigh-
borhood routine for crossing the street
is that an adult will stop traffic while
the children wait to cross. The prob-
lem is that cars do not stop as required
by state law even upon seeing a per-
son standing in the middle of the street
in front of them! Myself included, I
know at least 10 people/children who
were almost hit by reckless drivers
who swerve around any cars who do
stop without caution.

While aware that West Broad Street
is a county road and politics may slow
the progress, we cannot stress enough
that the problem needs immediate at-
tention. The crosswalk still resembles
the notorious crosswalk at Lord and
Taylor where the town of Westfield
waited for two people to be hit before
it was fixed. Please don’t let history
repeat itself. Please don’t wait for child
to be hit before getting the town of
Westfield to fix this looming disaster.

Kudos to councilman Jim Foerst
for his efforts toward some immedi-
ate short term as well as long-term
solutions. He informed me that the
town considering a $1,000,000 side-
walk renewal for downtown when S.
Scotch Plains Avenue has none. He
voted against making aesthetic im-

provements when the Town could only
fund safety improvements at two in-
tersections that were deemed to be
“serious hazards.”

Here are a few things that must be
done before the pool opens. 1. Newly
painted crosswalk. This is a “no
brainer.” The Town of Westfield
should be ashamed of itself for let-
ting this deteriorate to where it is
now. 2. Signage on both sides of the
street to point out the crosswalk. 3. A
warning sign in the center of the
street to warn drivers to stop at the
crosswalk. This is the most effective
signage I have seen to get people to
notice pedestrians. It has been effec-
tive at crosswalks in the downtown,
churches and schools. 4. Foliage and
trees cut so pedestrians aren’t blocked
while waiting to cross. 5. A police
officer in his car at the crosswalk on
the weekend. I feel this has done
wonders for getting people to slow
down at the Lord and Taylor cross-
walk. 6. A sign at the top of the hill
warning drivers they are approaching
a crosswalk. Drivers fly over the hill
on West Broad and are not aware of
the crossing until they are right on
top of it. Please help us to make the
council listen! Please e-mail the coun-
cil and let your support be known!

Jo Wayner
Westfield

At last Tuesday’s town council
meeting, Mr. James Abate, an oppo-
nent of the mayor and town council’s
current  parking redevelopment
project, was arrested by the Westfield
police after speaking out at the town
council meeting.  The Westfield Leader
reported: “According to Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott, Chief Bernard Tracy
was sitting in the meeting, heard
Abate’s name and went to check the
status of the warrants. ‘The Chief is
doing his job,’ McDermott said.”

The Westfield Leader went on to
report that Mr. Abate was arrested for
three outstanding warrants for traffic
violations, including a Westfield park-
ing violation.

Unfortunately, the way the town
administration chose to act in this
instance has the appearance of inap-
propriate retribution. James Abate has
had the courage to stand up at several
town council meetings and suggest
that the current Parking Redevelop-
ment Plan is wrong for Westfield.

Are our laws being enforced with
greater vigor against citizen activists
who come forward and question the
mayor or town council’s policies?
When we step forward to take the
microphone at the next town council
meeting to point out a problem in our
neighborhood, need we worry that a
town official will be looking at us
more closely for outstanding traffic
violations, parking violations or mi-
nor building code violations?

Our laws should be applied equally.
If this administration believes that
the enforcement of warrants is a high
priority, then the police should be
paying visits to all residents who have
outstanding warrants, not just those
who have had the courage to stand up
and question the direction the mayor
is taking our town.

Kenneth B. Rotter, Chairperson
Westfield Democratic Committee

I remember a time when a different
America operated in a different world.
Of course, I was a child and the world
from the eyes of childhood should
always be a wonderful place.

Today I wonder about my own
children: what do they see, feel, and
think of the post-9/11 world? Are they
being afforded the same opportunities I
was when I was their age? In my mind,
one of the most important questions we
can ask ourselves is: what will our
generation’s legacy be to the next?

I remember my father telling me
stories from when he fought in a war for
the sake of future generations. My father,
an immigrant to this country, was a
fighter pilot who fought against the
Nazi occupation of Europe during World
War II. He told me that he fought for a
better future for his children. America
fulfilled that promise for my family.

In America, I was fortunate to have
opportunity. After working full time to
support myself, I earned my
undergraduate degree from Columbia
University. Immediately afterward I
decided to serve my parents’ adopted
nation by joining the Marines. I served
on active duty for three years and in the
Reserves for 18 years where I rose to the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. During my
time in the Reserves I was deployed to
Haiti, Bosnia, Kuwait and Iraq.
Throughout that time I also worked as a
research analyst specializing in
biotechnology companies.

The future of our children was a
motivating factor in my decision to

run for Congress in the Seventh
District. I am running to ensure that
someone in  Congress  has  the
experience to ask difficult questions
not only with our district’s best interests
in mind, but also bearing in mind the
impact  decis ions made in
Washington, D.C. will have on our
children. In order to accomplish this,
leadership in Washington must be
less partisan and more independent.

Today we are faced with many
challenges as a nation. We must develop
initiatives that will allow fellow
Americans who are unemployed to get
back on their feet through policies that
will truly revitalize our economy. We
must make healthcare more affordable
for our senior citizens who are on fixed
incomes, and more accessible for the
44 million Americans who remain
uninsured. We must devise a plan for
national security that will tactically
eliminate the threats of terrorism that
we and the world face. In the upcoming
weeks, I will write to expand on these
issues and provide some possible
answers to these questions.

The America of my childhood will
remain in the past – as a nation we are
constantly evolving and must look
forward. A better future for us and our
children is within our potential. We
must work together to realize it.

Steve Brozak
Congressional Candidate

Westfield

 

 

More Letters to the Editor

Transportation Board
Rules Should Be Changed

It is becoming no surprise to those of us
who regularly attend the monthly meetings
of the Union County Transportation Advi-
sory Board to realize that Chairman Wayne
Awald of Plainfield has taken it upon him-
self to be “Lord Supreme” and “Master of
All” of this board.

Last month’s meeting of this board was
cancelled with no public notice, leaving me
stranded outside the meeting room. In my
quest to find out the reason for this at the
last meeting, Mr. Awald deemed that I was
not allowed to speak during the portion of
the meeting that is set aside for comments
from the public.

This occurred sometime after member-
ship was informed of the new rules that
would be taking place at the meetings.
These rules were not approved by the mem-
bership, but are the makings of Chairman
and Supreme Ruler Wayne Awald.

One point of order is that while there are
appointments from every municipality on
this board, there are no representatives from
Rahway.

I believe that with Mr. Awald at the helm
of this board, the Union County Transporta-
tion Advisory Board will be heading straight
for a train wreck.

Vincent Lehotsky
Rahway

More Letters
on Page 16


