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doubles, one triple, one home run, 14
runs scored and 22 RBI.

Senior Dan Clark, “Mr. Versatil-
ity” on defense, batted .288 with
three doubles, had 17 hits, 18 runs
scored and 11 RBI. Senior rightfielder
Ken Wichoski had 12 hits in his 56 at
bats with a double and two home
runs, scored 16 runs and had 10 RBI.

Sophomore second baseman Mike
Diaz finished with a .348 BA with 24
hits, including seven doubles, two
triples and a home run. He scored 18
runs and was second in RBI with 26.
Junior Billy Hearon, who made many
spectacular catches in centerfield,
finished with a .333 BA with 24 hits,
including seven doubles, a triple and
a home run. He led the team in
scoring with 30 runs and in stolen
bases with 12, and had 17 RBI.

Junior first baseman Brian Power
finished with 26 hits, including four
doubles, a triple and two home runs
for a .361 average. He scored 20
runs, had 17 RBI and stole 10 bases.
Junior leftfielder Sam Kim batted
.327 with 18 hits, a triple and a home
run. He swiped nine bases, scored 22
times and had six RBI.

The Blue Devils had four fine pitch-
ers in Hearon and Ricciuti and se-
niors John Boyd and Mike Streaman.
In his 27 innings, Hearon yielded 26
hits and 17 walks, struck out 25, had
a 2.33 ERA and finished with a 4-1
record. Ricciuti finished 4-1 with a
3.96 ERA in 40.7 innings on the
mound. He walked 11 and fanned 40.

Streaman finished with a 2-2 record
with three saves and had the team’s
lowest ERA at 1.75. In his 24 in-
nings, he allowed 19 hits and walked
only three while striking out 18.

“Mike only started pitching last
year. He made great strides. He re-
ally, really came through for us. His
best years are on the horizon,” ex-
pressed Brewster.

Boyd, a lefthander who endured a
severe wrist injury, finished with a
3.76 ERA and a 3-2 record. In 35.33
innings, he allowed 43 hits and only
13 walks while striking out 31.

“He came back from a nearly sea-
son-ending injury. He toughed it out
and kept working. In the last game of
the year, in a big win against Linden,
he tossed a six-hitter. He’s a
lefthander. They are a rare commod-
ity and he is one of these,” claimed
Brewster.

According to Brewster, the most
memorable games this season were
the 2-1 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the victory over
Piscataway and ace pitcher Carlton
Smith in the state sectionals and the
fine performances against top-20
teams Hunterdon Central and North
Hunterdon.

“Our team was very, very close to
being an outstanding team, but we
had a very, very young team of var-
sity players,” said Brewster. “We have
nice players on the horizon. When
kids on the bottom are pushing kids
on top, you can only get better.”

Blue Devil Nine Finish, 16-7,
May Be Even Better in 2005
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the difference in the game,” said
Reiss.

In addition to good discipline,
Westfield made several fine defen-
sive plays. Meyer, while playing sec-
ond base, made a fine scoop of a
grounder to get an out at first, in the
second inning, then as a catcher in
the fifth, he brilliantly fielded a bunt
and nailed the runner heading to
first.

“He’s a hustler! He will pop right
out there and make that play,” said
Reiss.

Centerfielder Hartzell showed
great patience in hauling in a lofty
fly ball near the fence.

“He’s rock solid in centerfield! He

tracks the ball down and he will be
patient,” said Reiss.

Younger snagged a sizzling low

liner at shortstop in the third and
second baseman Brian Reilly neu-
tralized a one-hop lightning bolt in
the fifth inning.

“I think his (Reilly) hand is still
hurting as a result of that catch,”
chuckled Reiss. “And Younger is a
fabulous player wherever I put him.”

Also putting in time at the plate
and in the field for Westfield were
Willie Riggs, James Barry, Justin
White and Peter Granstand.

Westfield Blue jumped on Madi-
son pitcher McHale for three runs in
the top of the first before being re-
lieved by Miller. Younger and Meyer
both singled and Reiss drilled a
double to rightfield. Murray and Mac

Dolan both walked and Hartzell
hopped a two-run single to left.

Madison exploded for six runs on
six hits to take a 6-3 lead in the
second inning. Westfield answered
with a run in the third when Reiss
walked, Murray reached on an error,
Hartzell loaded the bases with a walk
and Corwell earned an RBI with a
free pass.

In the bottom of the fourth,
Brownlee hammered his three-run
homer to finalize the scoring.

“We really enjoyed playing in the
tournament. It was a lot of fun,” said
Reiss. “The kids had a ball. That’s
what it’s all about!”
Westfield 301 000 4
Madison 060 30x 9

Madison Tops Westfield, 9-4,
For KOC 11s Diamond Title
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Clifton Nips Blue Devils, 1-0,
In Group 4 Softball Semis
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“It was the right call by the offi-
cials,” stated Pignoli. “The only reason
it happened because my first baseman,
Jen Frost, was so hungry that she was
running out there trying to get the ball,
but stuff like that happens.”

The 16-9 Blue Devils had a scor-
ing opportunity in the bottom of the
third when Frost worked a 3-2 count
in her favor to earn a free pass to first,
then moved to second on a sacrifice
bunt off the stick of Jessica Guerriero.
It ended with Moore retiring the next
two batters.

Hopes soared, then vanished in
the seventh inning when leadoff hit-
ter MaryKate Flannery beat out the
throw to first on a grounder to deep
third. A force play at second and a
strikeout by Moore retired the side,
ending the game.

“I thought we were pretty evenly

matched, but they found a few holes
with some bloopers,” said shortstop
Kristina Fietkiewicz, who manufac-
tured six putouts in the game. “We got
out of several pressure situations just
as we did in the J.P. Stevens game, but
in that one inning, it didn’t go our
way. It was a tough loss but we have
nothing to hang our heads about. We
won the sectional, which is the first
time since 1990, so we have accom-
plished a lot this season. No one ex-
pected us to get as far as we did and we
came through as the underdog.”

Mench, who rose to the occasion
with six putouts, said, “We outplayed
them defensively, but our hitting fell
short. You need both offense and de-
fense to win the game, but everyone
had 100 percent heart in the game.”
Clifton 001 000 0 1
Westfield 000 000 0 0

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING A DOUBLE TO CENTER…Westfield’s C.J. Meyer drilled a
double to center in the fourth inning against Madison. He also singled in the
second. See another picture on page 15.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE SOLE BLUE DEVIL HIT…MaryKate Flannery drops a roller
down the third baseline and got the only Blue Devil hit against Clifton.


