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PINIAT, WILLIS, SETTE PUT RAIDERS ON RADAR SCREEN

Raider Softballers Finish 13-7,
Should Be Stronger Next Year

COCOZZIELLO, MURRAY, RICCIUTI LED IN BATTING

Blue Devil Nine Finish, 16-7,
May Be Even Better in 2005

MARYKATE FLANNERY GETS SOLE HIT FOR DEVILS

Clifton Nips Blue Devils, 1-0,
In Group 4 Softball Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Westfield High School
baseball team made huge strides from
last year’s 12-10, team finishing 16-
7 and sharing the Watchung Confer-
ence National Division crown with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Even with
the huge strides, next year’s team

may be even better.
“We felt we made big strides from

last year,” stated Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster. “The guys who
came in this year more than proved
themselves. Overall, as a team, we
did well.”

The Blue Devils had one of their
best team batting averages (BA) in

memory, finishing .349. Although
featuring several fine seniors, the six
returning starters in the lineup fin-
ished with an incredible .369 aver-
age, so that statistic combined with a
Junior Varsity team that won the
Union County title should promise a
very successful 2005 season.

“Right off the bat, we have good
offensive players and a good nucleus,
and our JV’s won the county tourna-
ment,” said Brewster.

A very pleasant surprise was se-
nior leadoff batter Jan Cocozziello
who led the team with a .406 BA. He
had 28 hits, including five doubles,
three triples and a home run, in 69 at
bats, scored 23 runs, had nine stolen
bases and 16 RBI.

“Jan came in as our leadoff hitter
and found ways to get on base. Since
he only played baseball this year, his
maturity was phenomenal,” said
Brewster.

Two sophomores, catcher Mike
Murray and shortstop/pitcher Tom
Ricciuti, came up 2-3 in BA, with
respective averages of .400 and .395.
Murray led the team in hits with 32,
RBI with 31 and doubles with nine.
He also had two home runs and one
triple. Ricciuti had 30 hits, five

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a, 13-7 record and
qualifying for the NJSIAA playoffs,
the Scotch Plains High School soft-
ball season could not be called a
disappointment. This successful sea-
son can be attributed primarily to the
marvelous amount of young talent
and the leadership of senior catcher
Shanayia Willis.

Fielding three seniors, two jun-
iors, four sophomores and two fresh-
man, the Raiders finished with a .375
team batting average (BA) with 128
hits, three homeruns, six triples, 46
doubles and 25 walks.

“We’re losing a great catcher in
Willis, but overall it’s very exciting
that we have a very, very young team
that possesses lots of talent,” said
first-year Head Coach Kelly Covert.
“There is a difference between a
good team and a great team. They’re
all really good players but I want
them to become great players. Physi-
cally, we’re very strong but we need
to get strong mentally. We need to
get up there and expect to get hits,
not just hope for one. We need to go
in mentally ready to win, expecting
to get that ground ball and expecting
to catch that fly ball. We have the
potential to accomplish that and we’ll
see that next year.”

The future of the Raider pitching
staff remains bright. Sophomore
Elaine Piniat, the primary pitcher
finished with a, 7-4 record and a 1.1
earned run average. Piniat faced 317
batters, gave up just 12 runs, yielded
20 walks and fanned 51. Pitching the
big games, Piniat allowed one un-

earned run against Linden, one
against Union and shutout Cranford
and Governor Livingston.

Covert said of Piniat, who is known
for her consistency, “Her focus is a
real attribute. Even when she has a
few bad pitches, she immediately
gets right back into it and doesn’t
lose her head.”

Junior fireballer Jess Moore com-
piled a 5-2 record with a 1.4 ERA.

“When they were hitting Piniat, I
could turn to Moore and it would
change the game for us,” added Co-
vert. “We also had senior Laura Manzi
to turn to. Although she only pitched
two games for us, she preferred play-
ing leftfield where she felt a bit more
confident and believed she could give
more to the team.”

Freshman Lauren Mains was ex-
tremely effective at third base. “Not
too many balls got by her. She pretty
much could pick up anything and
throw anyone out,” explained Co-
vert. “She also is a catcher and will
be used behind the plate next year,”

Mains, who tossed out 18 runners,
had a .338 batting average with 11
RBI, 12 doubles and 10 runs scored.
Sophomore Melissa Sette, a vacuum
at shortstop and involved in 25 putouts,
was proficient with the stick and led
the team with a .725 BA. She scored
20 runs, had six RBI, a home run, six
doubles and only one strikeout.

“She’s unbelievable. She’s not very
tall but she will dive to the left and to
the right and scoop up just about
anything and has the great arm for
the putout,” stressed Covert.

Sophomore Lauren Benevengo and
freshman Jillian Lusk shared first

base. “We switched back-and-forth
depending on the team we were play-
ing,” Covert pointed out. “They’re
both good at bat so it was difficult at
times to determine who would play

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brianne Moore had quite a day
allowing just one hit, an infield
single in the seventh inning to lead
Clifton High School to a, 1-0, vic-
tory over Westfield in the NJSIAA
Group 4 state softball semifinals at
Morris Hills High School on June 2.
In what was a well-played game and
an entertaining pitching duel, Blue
Devil senior lefthander Lauren
Gelmetti fired a seven-hitter, struck
out one batter and walked none.
Moore sat down nine Blue Devils
and walked one.

The 24-3 Mustangs scored what
turned out to be the winning run in the
top of the third inning when centerfielder

Nehidly Cruz singled home second
baseman Nicole Lavender.

“To Moore’s credit, she pitched a
really great game. She got ahead of
most of the batters, threw strikes
with that real nice curve ball. Out-
side that we had a lot of trouble
getting our bat on,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “We were
sound defensively and Gelmetti
pitched a great game. Honestly, two
bloopy pop-ups did us in, but that’s
the way the game of softball is. You
need a little luck and you have to find
the hole, but yes, it’s disappointing
the way the run scored. They just
kind of dropped in that one perfect
spot. We made a couple of mental
mistakes, but overall they really

played a wonderful game. Our bats
were really cold today, so it’s hard to
catch a break when you’re not put-
ting the ball in play.”

Gelmetti grounded three Mustangs
in the top of the first inning while
Moore knocked out the side in the
bottom of the inning. The duel con-
tinued through the second with both
pitchers retiring the side in order. A
crucial development occurred in the
top of the third when Dominique
Russo singled and was awarded sec-
ond on an interference call at first
while rounding the bag. Lavender
singled Russo to third, but Russo got
caught between third and home and
was tagged out on a heads-up play
from catcher Lauren Mussachia to
third baseman Marilyn Mench who
made the tag. With Lavender occu-
pying the bag at second, Cruz hit a
little blooper scoring Lavender.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORMIDABLE FIELDING…Blue Devil third baseman Marilyn Mench (foreground) and shortstop Kristina Fietkiewicz
combined for 12 putouts in the NJSIAA Group 4 state semifinal game at Morris Hills on June 2. Despite their efforts,
Clifton squeezed out a, 1-0 decision.

YOUNGER, MEYER, REISS SCORE; HARTZELL, 2 RBI

Madison Tops Westfield, 9-4,
For KOC 11s Diamond Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

American spirit and determina-
tion glittered at its best in the Annual
Knights of Columbus 11-year-old
baseball tournament championship
game at Gumbert Field in Westfield
on June 5. The Madison 11s used the
long ball in two breakout innings to
top the Westfield Blue, 9-4.

The evident discipline, especially
with the defense, showed that both
teams were very well coached. When
a ball was hit into the outfield, the
outfielders on both teams promptly
got the ball to the cutoff man and
there was no needless throwing of
the ball around the infield.

“These boys all play travel ball
and they have become accustom that
there is no sense in making a throw
when you are not going to get the guy
out,” stated Westfield Head Coach
Steve Reiss.

Discipline at the plate was also
evident. Westfield finished with seven
hits against a strong Madison pitch-
ing staff featuring fireballers Matt
McHale, Scott Miller and Alex
Brownlee. Madison, with its power-
ful offensive squad, totaled nine hits,
which included two doubles and a

towering home run. T. Brand started
on the mound for Westfield. Steve
Reiss and Tim Younger relieved.

“They have some really good play-
ers, some good pitchers. That second
pitcher (Miller), particularly, knew
how to change speeds really well and
threw us off-balance with the
changeup,” Reiss said.

Westfield’s first four batters col-
lected five of the hits and all four of
the runs. Leadoff batter Younger
singled and scored, C.J. Meyer had
two hits, including a double, Reiss
doubled and scored twice and Ryan
Murray singled and scored once.

“They are consistent hitters, but
everybody can hit on the team,” Reiss
pointed out.

Batting seventh in the lineup, Matt
Hartzell rapped a two-run single and
Zack Corwell added an RBI walk
with the bases loaded. Brian Reilly
had a single and Zack Archenbault
walked.

Madison slugger Brownlee had an
RBI single to go along with his three-
run home run. Miller had a two-run
double, a single and scored twice
and leadoff hitter Mike Coviello had
a two-run double and scored twice.
Mike Wallace added an RBI single.

“The kids really battled all the
way through. Madison is a great team
and a very good hitting team. Unfor-
tunately, we gave them a couple of
extra outs and that ended up being
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LED BLUE DEVILS IN BATTING…Senior Jan Cocozziello led the Blue Devils
in batting with a .406 average. Once on base, he was a terror to opposing
pitchers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALWAYS GOING FOR THE GUSTO…The Raider softball team was quite
aggressive on the bases and was not afraid to go for the gusto. Here, a Raider
knocks over the Morris Hills pitcher while attempting to score during the
sectional playoffs.


