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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
FOREVER IN MEMORY...The formal dedication of Egan Court in Mountainside
was made on Monday by Mayor Robert Viglianti and the Borough Council. The
street is named for Major James T. Egan Jr. who became missing in action
during the Vietnam War and had once resided in Mountainside. Memorial Day
would have been Major Egan’s 61st birthday.

Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STOP AND REMEMBER...The Westfield High School Marching Band lined up near the World War I monument and
stopped to remember those lost in battle before the Memorial Day parade through downtown Westfield.
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WF Residents Organize to Oppose,
Support Redevelopment Projects

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Vocal opposition to the proposed
parking structure/development
projects at Prospect and Elm Streets
and South Avenue has been consis-
tent for the past year. Recently, some
residents and business owners have
come out to council meetings in sup-
port of these projects and increased
parking.

The most vocal groups asking ques-
tions and raising objections to the
projects are WE CARE (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible De-
velopment) and Citizens for Respon-
sible Development (CRD). Both
groups are calling for incremental
steps to be taken before undergoing
major development.

CRD is a group of Third Ward
residents who have serious traffic
safety and financial concerns in re-
gards to the proposed development
projects, according to Nick Karter
and Rosalyn Harrison.

Based on the traffic study performed
by Edwards & Kelcey, which they
feel captured the current traffic situa-
tion well, there are many intersec-
tions that are currently rated as D’s
and F’s (according to a report-card-
style grading system), such as South
and Central Avenue. According to
Karter, there is a flow and speeding
problem on residential streets. He
said that streets like Boulevard need
more speeding enforcement from the
Westfield Police Department.

He said that current traffic prob-
lems need to be alleviated before any
development can proceed.  He said
that streets would need to be rede-
signed and that congestion can only
be partially addressed.

Karter and Harrison said they are
“seriously concerned” about the fi-
nancial viability of the parking decks
because every study they have seen
requires that monthly fees go up
substantially. They would like to see
a firm commitment from downtown
businesses to pay for employees to

park. They feel the taxpayers should
not have to pay for what the commut-
ers and businesses benefit from.

Karter said that steps should be
taken to improve parking and traffic
before development is considered.

Both Karter and Harrison believe
that redevelopment and revitaliza-
tion of existing buildings on South
Avenue can take place independent
of the major project.

However, if the development does
proceed, CRD would like to see a
project consistent with the Westfield
Master Plan. According to Harrison,
the buildings should be no taller than
40 feet or three stories. They would
also like to see more retail than resi-
dential space in the development.

WE CARE, a non-profit group with
more than 20 core members, has an
e-mail contact list of over 600 and
has collected approximately 1,800
signatures from Westfield residents
saying, “we, the undersigned resi-
dents of Westfield, are opposed to
the Westfield Mayor and Town
Council’s mixed-use, redevelopment
plan to build two large parking struc-
tures with commercial and residen-
tial properties on Prospect Street and
at the South Avenue Train Station.”

James Abate of WE CARE said
that there is no commuter parking
crisis but rather a “parking misman-
agement crisis.” He said that while
the council’s proposal to sell daily
permits will fill the lots, it would not
cut down the wait list. WE CARE
feels that the oversell of the com-
muter parking lots should be in-
creased to a 45 percent oversell rate.

Ken Sumner said that the waiting
lists are overstated and that a deposit
should be put down when someone
goes on the list.

As far as traffic concerns associ-
ated with the development, Abate
said that any study that says there
will be no increase in traffic “doesn’t
pass the giggle test.”

WE CARE also said that employ-
ees should be required to park on
South Avenue on the weekends when
parking is free.

When it comes to downtown park-
ing needs, Abate said that the down-
town businesses and property owners
who stand to gain from the construc-
tion of a deck should be assessed for
the cost to build through a special tax.

Sumner also questioned the spe-
cial meetings the council has had
behind closed doors. He said that it is
“highly questionable” and inquired
under what provision in the Open
Public Meetings Act it is allowable.

He asked, “when is this going to
end…what is the piece of informa-
tion when the council will vote up or
down? Everything says this is not a
good idea.”

“Every study seen shows a red
light,” Abate said.

Local School Systems, County Debt
Show Implications for Residents
By MIRIAM BAMBERGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a continuation of the series in-
troduced last week, the figures are
presented for total outstanding debt
for local school systems, as well as
the current net debt for Union County.

The Westfield Board of Education
currently stands $26.3 million in debt,
which amounts to approximately 0.52
percent of the town’s equalized valu-
ation, $5.06 billion.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education has a total debt of $25.8
million, which is divided between
Scotch Plains Township and Fanwood
Borough on the basis of student popu-
lation and land value. Scotch Plains
is allotted 78.56 percent of the school
debt, or approximately $19.6 mil-
lion. Fanwood is accountable for the
remaining 21.44 percent of the debt,
or $5.4 million. By these figures,

both Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
an outstanding school debt equal to
0.68 percent of their respective equal-
ized valuations.

These figures illustrate that both
Scotch Plains and Fanwood each have
school debts proportionately larger
than that of the Westfield Board of
Education.

The outstanding debt for
Mountainside Board of Education is
$5.9 million, or 0.75 percent the
equalized valuation of the township.
This figure encompasses the
Deerfield and Beechwood schools;
however, it does not account for the
regional high school, as that data was
not available by press time.

In addition to debt incurred by
individual municipalities and school
systems, Union County as a whole is
permitted by state law 40A:2-6 to
incur a debt of up to 2 percent of the

total equalized valuation of the
county, or about $1 billion. Cur-
rently, Union County stands approxi-
mately $324.6 million in debt, or
0.74 percent the county’s equalized
valuation of $48.8 billion. Accord-
ing to the debt statement, much of
the county debt lies in bonds spent on
building improvements, parks, road
and bridge repair, communications
equipment, Union County College
and Union County Vocational School.

Based on the equalized valuations
of each township in relation to Union
County, one can determine the per-
centage of the county debt each town
is responsible for. Westfield com-
prises 10.36 percent of the equalized
valuation of the county, and is ac-
countable for $33.7 million of the
total county debt. Likewise, Scotch
Plains, at 5.92 percent valuation, is
responsible for $19.3 million;
Fanwood, at 1.62 percent valuation
holds $5.3 million in county debt;
Mountainside, at 2.68 percent valu-
ation shares $8.7 million of the total

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER...Westfield High School juniors and seniors got gussied up and gathered on Friday night for
the prom.

Permit List in Question;
Deck Opponent Arrested

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“I think we’re in trouble,” First
Ward Councilman Sal Caruana said
at Tuesday night’s council meeting
after Parking Director Captain John
Morgan admitted that the commuter
parking waiting list has not been
validated.

Captain Morgan said that there are
currently 632 people on the parking
waiting list and that all duplicate
names have been eliminated.

Caruana said that there were pre-
viously 743 people on the waiting
list and questioned how 125 names
have been removed. Morgan ex-
plained that new permits have been
issued, some have declined and oth-
ers were removed for duplication.
Caruana said that with 25 new per-
mits just issued and 60 duplicate
names being removed, 40 people

declined. Caruana said that based on
those numbers there is a 35 percent
margin of decline and that is a “ter-
rible number.”

Morgan said that while going
through the list to issue more per-
mits, those people either no longer
work in New York or no longer live in
town. He confirmed that the entire
list has not been called and that only
those whose names come to the top
of the list are contacted.

Public comment and the discus-
sion of the wait list centered around
an ordinance that creates overnight
parking fees for downtown residents
and creates daily parking at the South
Avenue train station lot.

Westfield resident James Abate
said that while he liked the idea of
allowing free parking at the South
Avenue lot in the afternoon, daily
parking does not allow the opportu-

nity to find out the depth of the
parking waiting list. After asking
how many people had to be gone
through on the list to sell permits and
the revelation that the list has not
been vetted, Abate took a seat in the
audience. Shortly after, he was ap-
proached by Morgan and asked to
step outside the council chambers.
Upon exiting,  Abate was taken down-
stairs to the police department and
processed for three outstanding war-
rants from Westfield, Newark and
Middletown totaling $583. The war-
rants were all for traffic violations,
with the violations for Westfield deal-
ing with parking. Abate posted bail
and was released.

According to Mayor Gregory
McDermott, Chief Bernard Tracy was
sitting in the meeting, heard Abate’s
name and went to check the status of
warrants. “The Chief is doing his
job,” McDermott said.

Abate told The Westfield Leader that
he was informed there were everyday
warrants for parking and moving vio-
lations. “The town chose to execute
[the warrants] while speaking out
against the parking decks, but that
should not detract from the fact that I
had just revealed in my comments that
the parking lists are worthless as they
have never been verified. There ap-
pears to be a 38 percent discrepancy
between those that want the permits
and those that are on the list.”

Abate said that he has been in
touch with the State Administrator
of Courts, who informed him that “if
Westfield has a policy to issue a
warrant for every single parking
ticket, it would be improper.” Abate
then added that he intends to go to
the Administrative Judge of Union
County for Municipal Courts to is-
sue a complaint against Westfield.

Ultimately, the council passed the
overnight parking ordinance with
Caruana providing the only oppos-
ing vote.

During the open discussion by citi-
zens, Jim Baker suggested that the
oversell of the parking lots be in-

Harold Johnson OK’d
As Public Schools’ First

Chief Technology Officer
By ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion approved the appointment of
former Westfield High School
(WHS) Supervisor of Math and
Network Technologies Harold
Johnson to the newly-created po-
sition of Chief Technology Officer
at its meeting on Tuesday.

The board also approved a three-
year technology plan to submit to
the State Board of Education.

Johnson has been with the
Westfield school district since
1968, beginning as a mathematics
teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate
School. He later served as Super-
visor of Mathematics at Edison
Intermediate School and became a
teacher at WHS in 1989.

Johnson has held the title of
Supervisor of Math and Network
Technologies at the high school
since 1998. He was chosen from a
field of 26 candidates for the newly-
created position.

Board member Kimberley
Rhodes commented on the rigor-
ous selection process, saying that
the board “spent hours deliberat-
ing over this particular subject.”

As Chief Technology Officer,
Johnson will be “responsible for
overseeing and directing the
Westfield school district’s tech-
nology, telecommunications, sup-
port operations and strategic plan-
ning,” according to a job descrip-
tion released by the board.

The board also took time to dis-
cuss its new technology plan at
Tuesday’s meeting.

Under President George W.
Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act,
every school district in the nation
is required to submit a compre-
hensive proposal of technology

goals and objectives to individual
state departments of education.

Westfield’s three-year plan con-
sists of three goals, with each goal
further bolstered by supporting
objectives. A student’s success in
accomplishing a particular goal is
measured by benchmarks of in-
creasing difficulty at the fifth-,
eighth-, and 12th-grade levels.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley noted that the sub-
mitted proposal is “clearly a work
in progress” and is “subject to
revision.”

The district’s first goal, accord-
ing to the plan distributed at the
meeting, states that “by the end of
12th grade, students will be able to
access information efficiently and
effectively, evaluate information
critically and competently and
present information accurately and
creatively.”

This goal states that students
will be proficient in the use of
keyboards, search engines, graphs,
and word processing at the fifth-
grade level, and be able to “com-
plete a report in science or social
studies using electronic presenta-
tion software.”

Eighth-grade students will be
able to create a database and use
embedded technology, while 12th
graders will “use technology to
collect data and monitor progress
for a personal fitness program.”

A key element of this goal is the
introduction of keyboarding in the
third grade so that, according to
Foley, “by the time they get to the
fifth grade and the intermediate
schools, this skill is in place.”

Rhodes raised concerns about
adding yet another element into an
already “packed” third grade cur-
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PAYING TRIBUTE...Local veterans paid tribute to those killed during service
to the United States at this year’s Westfield Memorial Day parade.

Cory Mermer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING THOSE LOST...One of Westfield’s boy scout troops had a
float in the Westfield Memorial Day parade to recognize those who lost their
lives serving the United States.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, MAY 18
•  Bo Rokitzka, 53, of Colonia was

arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at Central Avenue and Clifton
Street. She was subsequently released to
a responsible individual.

SATURDAY, MAY 22
• Kyle Zalinsky, 19, of Union was

arrested in a municipal lot off of Central
Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and with possession of alcohol in

a motor vehicle. He was released on his
own recognizance after being issued sev-
eral summonses, including one for hav-
ing a revoked driver’s license.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
• A North Avenue eatery was burglarized

sometime between 10:30 p.m. on Monday
and 8:15 a.m. on Tuesday. The owner of the
business discovered a three-foot hole in the
bottom of the glass door and $190 in cash
missing from the premises, some of which
had been removed from the register.

Woody Lynn for The Westfield Leader
REVOLUTIONARY DISPLAY...The Sons of the American Revolution demon-
strated the use of muskets while dressed in revolutionary war uniforms.

WE CARE’s website is
www.westfieldredevelopment.com.

Last Wednesday’s edition of The
Suburban News featured a four-page
flyer under the slogan “Improving
Parking Improves Our Town.”

Though the only contact informa-
tion on the flyer was an e-mail address
and a post office box, The Westfield
Leader was able to determine that the
contact person for the flyer is Westfield
resident Roberto Olivares. Phone calls
to Olivares and an e-mail seeking an
interview, was sent to
improvingparking@yahoo.com, were
not returned.

The flyer said that it was “pro-
duced and paid for by: commuters,
employees, business owners and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Residents Organize to Oppose,
Support Redevelopment Plans

regular citizens of Westfield.”
The flyer said that there is a shortfall

of 800-950 spaces and encourages
people to see the redevelopment website
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

The flyer also included a cutoff
that would be mailed in saying “I
want to help solve the parking prob-
lem in Westfield!”

The Westfield Town Council’s Fi-
nance Committee is two weeks away
from making a recommendation to
the council on revised plans for the
developments on South Avenue and
Prospect and Elm Streets. The com-
mittee has been working with Des-
man Associates, their financial con-
sultants, on models and plans for the
parking structures.

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

This Weeks Hours   06/02- 06/08
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm
This Weeks Hours   06/02- 06/08
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

To the Neighbors

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Almost Everyone has an viewpoint in their 
yard that they would like to hide or screen 
out.  Be it the neighbors overly active hot 
tub shenanigans, an old rusty car, the 
peeling paint on the side of a garage, or an 
old air conditioner. (Among other things).   

This Week we are offering some of the 
best screening plants at Special Savings. 
5-6’ Skip Laurel which will grow in Sun or 
Shade are buy one get one free. Emerald 
Green Arborvitae are 20% Off. 

Almost Everyone has an viewpoint in their 
yard that they would like to hide or screen 
out.  Be it the neighbors overly active hot 
tub shenanigans, an old rusty car, the 
peeling paint on the side of a garage, or an 
old air conditioner. (Among other things).   

This Week we are offering some of the 
best screening plants at Special Savings. 
5-6’ Skip Laurel which will grow in Sun or 
Shade are buy one get one free. Emerald 
Green Arborvitae are 20% Off. 

David

Williams

Say Goodbye

Special Savings
on Selected 
Screening

Plants

Special Savings
on Selected 
Screening

Plants
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Debt

Union County College Tells
Names of Local Graduates

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) graduated over 700 stu-
dents in more than 80 academic dis-
ciplines during its 70th Annual Com-
mencement Exercises on the
Cranford campus.

Students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Berkeley Heights received degrees
during the ceremonies.

These local degree recipients are
listed below, with their respective
degrees.

WESTFIELD RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Adrienne Bogatko, Business;
Stacie Christy, Cooperative Program

in Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Patricia Chumpitaz, Liberal Arts/
Education;

Jason DiIorio, Engineering/Com-
puter Science;

Lois Dondiego, Dental Hygiene
with the University of Medicine Den-
tistry New Jersey (UMDNJ);

Soledad Espinoza, Liberal Stud-
ies/Exploring Science and Arts;

David Gigon, Liberal Studies/Ex-
ploring Science and Arts;

Magdalena Habrylo, Business;
Sara Haldeman, Liberal Arts;
Kristen Jacobsen, Liberal Arts/

Early Childhood Elementary Edu-
cation;

Sarah Johnson, Communications/Film
Matthew Karpa, Business
Peggy Lamb, Liberal Studies/Ex-

ploring Science and Arts;
Susan Masteller, Business;
Jonathan Miller, Communications/

Film;
Lauren Millet, Business;
Lucia Montealegre, Liberal Arts/early

Childhood Elementary Education;
Melissa Parisi, Liberal Arts/Fine

Arts/Graphic Design;
Joan Pirot, Cooperative Program in

Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Walter Ronge, Fire Science Tech-
nology;

Cindra Ryan, Business
Thomas Ryan, Fire Science Tech-

nology;
Michael Schoenfeld, Business;
Frank Scirocco, Business;
Margot Siegel, Communications/

Desktop Publishing;
Denise Teodoru, Cooperative Pro-

gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter;

Betsy Yannazzno, Cooperative
Program in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center;

Donna Laschuk, Liberal Arts.

SCOTCH PLAINS RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Daphne Alexandre, Liberal Arts/
Early Childhood Elementary Education;

Daniel Bell, Dental Hygiene with
UMDNJ;

Vera Bouchakjian, Liberal Stud-
ies/Exploring Science and Arts;

Elizabeth Cena, Cooperative Pro-
gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center;

Christian Cevallos, Criminal Justice;
Clarence De Guzman, Liberal

Arts/Fine Arts/Graphic Design;
Alexander Dunbar, Business;
Richard Duranne, Liberal Stud-

ies/Exploring Science and Arts;
Mackenzie Earp, Cooperative Pro-

gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center;

Susan Herrington, Occupational
Therapy Assistant;

Renee Holowka, Liberal Studies/
Exploring Science and Arts;

Michelle Klecan, Liberal Studies/
Exploring Science and Arts;

Brian Lavery, Liberal Arts;
Pam Leong, Physical Therapist

Assistant;
Tyler Locke, Business/Computer

Information Systems;
Emily Main, Business;
Joseph Margiotta, Liberal Arts/

American Studies;
Michele Monico, Liberal Studies/

Exploring Science and Arts;
Serena Paczkowski, Liberal Arts/

Education;
Jennifer Pugia, Liberal Arts;
Janice Quatro, Liberal Arts/Fine

Arts/Illustration;
Erika Ramirez, Interpreting Spo-

ken Languages;
Marta Ruzsa, Physical Therapist

Assistant;
Marcela Burgos, Interpreting Spo-

ken Languages.

FANWOOD RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Harold Breuninger, Police Academy;
James Cassidy, Liberal Studies/

Exploring Science and Arts;
Jennifer Doyle, Liberal Arts/Early

Childhood Elementary Education.

MOUNTAINSIDE RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Jessica DeAngelis, Liberal Arts/Early
Childhood Elementary Education;

Alan Kennedy, Jr. Liberal Arts;
Peter Michota, Business.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Filippo DiComo, Business;
Arthur Evans, Cooperative Pro-

gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter;

Christine Nilan, Cooperative Pro-
gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center;

Crista Picone, Early Childhood
Elementary Education;

Cliff Sui, Engineering;
Victor Yan, Biology.

Nahaczewski Receives
Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Michael
Nahaczewski, the son of Peter
Nahaczewski of Clark and Carol
Nahaczewski of Westfield, has
been named to the Dean’s List for
the 2004 spring semester at
Champlain College in Burlington,
Vt. A graduate of Westfield High
School, Michael is enrolled in
Champlain’s Liberal Studies pro-
gram.

county debt.
The implications of this can be seen

by compiling all three branches of
debt a township owes – municipal
debt, school debt and a portion of
county debt. Westfield, for example,
ultimately owes approximately $73.5
million. Distributed across the ten
thousand households in the township,
each household represents approxi-
mately $7,350 in town debt. This
shows the final distribution of county
and municipal debt to taxpayers.

creased to 45 percent and that a
deposit be taken if people wanted to
remain on the waiting list.

Lynn Burke said that she was disap-
pointed that the entire list has not
been contacted and questioned how
the town had gotten this far in the
process of building structures without
doing something so basic. She ques-
tioned what would happen if a deck
was built and it could not be filled.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that while he does
not think it will get to that point,
Westfield could allow residents of
other towns to park. He said that
there are people who do not move
into Westfield because of the parking
wait list.

Burke questioned whether state
funding for a deck was forgone sim-
ply because the town did not want to
open the list to out-of-towners.

McDermott confirmed that at one
time, New Jersey Transit had offered

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Permit List in Question;
Deck Opponent Arrested

to help fund a deck, but it would have
required that parking be available to
anyone.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Leader that the entire waiting
list was called in March of 2003 by the
administration staff. He said that the
list had more than 900 at the time and
was brought down to over 600.

In other business, the council nar-
rowly approved the first reading of
an ordinance appropriating $75,000
for the DWC to conduct engineering
studies for downtown improvements
to sidewalks, trees and lighting.

Councilmen Mark Ciarrocca, James
Foerst and Caruana all voted against
the appropriation. Foerst said that he
could not vote for ripping up sidewalks
in downtown when there are areas of
his ward that do not have sidewalks
near Memorial Pool.

Ciarrocca said that while he sup-
ports the downtown, there are many
other projects that should take priority.

Lisa Tobelmann Ends
Second Year at Tufts

Veterinary Med. School
WESTFIELD – Lisa

Tobelmann, the daughter of the
Reverend and Mrs. Charles
Tobelmann of Westfield, has com-
pleted her second year of studies
at Tufts University School of Vet-
erinary Medicine in North
Grafton, Mass.

Upon completion of the four-
year course of study, Lisa will be
awarded the degree of Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine.

She achieved a 3.72 grade point
average for the first semester of
the 2003-2004 academic year and
received a letter of outstanding
academic performance from the
Dean of Academic Affairs.

Lisa is a 1996 graduate of
Westfield High School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Johnson OK’d as Schools’
Chief Technology Officer

riculum.
Board member Richard Solomon

also brought up the possibility of
“re-purposing” the WHS laptops
that were replaced by this year’s
purchase of new laptops for the
school’s staff and using them as the
primary tools for teaching key-
boarding to the district’s third grad-
ers.

The plan’s second goal addresses
the use of various technologies in
the district’s Fine Arts program,
where “we have done very little
with the introduction of technol-
ogy,” according to Foley.

The second goal two states that
fifth-grade students will be exposed
to various art forms by visiting mu-
seum websites; eighth graders will
be able to use various technologies
in the creation of “an interactive
presentation on art or music his-
tory,” and 12th graders will “learn
advanced concepts of musical com-
position and graphic design.”

Additionally, Foley mentioned the
possibility of easing the volume of
students requesting a place in Jour-
nalism 3 at WHS by giving students
an online newspaper to work on as
well.

The third goal of the district’s
technology plan is to teach students
“how to select and apply technol-
ogy tools to gather, analyze and
present quantitative data, as well as
use the information gathered to solve
problems.”

Fifth graders will be expected to
use their computers to perform com-
putations; eighth graders will be
proficient in the use of graphing
calculators and spreadsheets, and
12th graders “will use technology
to calculate measures of dispersion
such as variance and standard de-
viation.”

The technology plan submitted
by the district to the state is not a
final document. According to the
plan itself, “during the first year of
plan implementation, the district
will revise its standards for student
competency in technology.”

Additionally, Solomon requested
that the board further investigate
the state of the district’s technology
infrastructure in order to assure its
efficiency.

The plan is subject to revision and
modification, and Mr. Solomon also
suggested that the board “consider
expanding computer science offer-
ings.”

The board approved a Finance
Committee motion to begin restora-
tion of the portico at the Westfield
Board of Education administration
offices, at the cost of $106,000.

Additionally, the board will host
a ribbon-cutting ceremony and tour
at the new WHS girls’ field house at
Kehler Stadium at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 9.

Following the ceremony and tour,
the board will meet with the public
to discuss plans for an artificial turf
field and track restoration at Kehler
Stadium.

Skidmore College Confers
Degrees to Area Residents

SARASOTA SPRINGS, N.Y. –
Skidmore College awarded degrees
to students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights during
its 93rd commencement ceremony
on May 22.

Westfield resident Megan McCune
Hobson received a bachelor’s degree
in education studies. She graduated
cum laude.

Evan James Flath of Scotch Plains
earned a bachelor’s degree in math-
ematics. He graduated magna cum
laude.

Berkeley Heights students Debra
Hallie Fisher and Vudh Nitibhon both
graduated cum laude. Debra received
a bachelor’s degree in English, while
Vudh earned a bachelor’s degree in
business.

Karima Shah Receives
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – Karima Shah, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abroo
Shah of Westfield, received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Hamilton
College in Clinton, N.Y. during
commencement exercise on May
23.

Karima graduated from Hamilton
with a degree in psychology. She is
a graduate of Westfield High
School.
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