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Brooks Crandall for The Times
SALUTE TO THE FALLEN...Scotch Plains and Fanwood veterans paid tribute to those who lost their lives defending
their country during the Memorial Day ceremonies on Monday in downtown Scotch Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
COMMUNITY SUPPORT...Residents lined the streets of downtown Scotch
Plains awaiting the start of the Memorial Day Parade.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
MAYORAL SALUTE...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks addressed the residents of Scotch Plains on Memorial Day,
remembering those lost in service to the United States.
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FW Planning Bd.
Hears South Ave.
Development Plan

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The continuation of an application
by Messercola Brothers Building
Company proposing a mixed-use
development on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street was heard
before the Fanwood Planning Board
at their meeting on May 26.

With a ground floor footprint of
10,123 square feet, commercial, re-
tail and residential uses are planned
for the development. The existing
single-family houses, which currently
occupy the two lots that make up the
site, would be demolished. The L-
shaped building will be divided into
two sections, according to the
development’s site engineer, Edward
Dec. Although the two sections are
not internally connected, the build-
ing will have a contiguous roofline,
making it appear as if the two sec-
tions are one building. The sloped
grading of the site, Dec explained,
necessitated this difference in levels.

Architecture and materials consis-
tent with Victorian decor will be
used to blend the building in with
downtown Fanwood’s turn-of-the-
century style. The Fanwood light
pole will be utilized throughout the
development, according to the
applicant’s architect, Rocco
Campanella of Architecture Plus in
Raritan.

Twelve apartments are planned for
the third floor, with a maximum build-

ing height of 28 feet. The applicant is
requesting a parking variance as the
proposed 48 parking spaces are less
than the number required by bor-
ough ordinance for a development of
this size.

Landscape architect Lawrence
Tencza, of Tencza Associates of East
Orange, described to the board and
the public the plans devised to buffer
the site and make it aesthetically
pleasing. Presenting artist’s render-
ings and blueprints of both a tree-
removal and replacement plan, along
with a plan to add new landscaping,
Tencza proposed surrounding the site
with flowering Hawthorne trees on
South Avenue while planting a thick
buffer of mixed evergreens along the
side and rear of the development.
The evergreens would grow-in after
several years, according to Tencza,
affording the adjacent residential lots
a wall of privacy. The board dis-
cussed at length which method was
required by the borough to calculate
tree-replacement.

Several First Street residents whose
backyards abut the development’s
parking lot addressed their questions
and concerns to the board and the
witnesses regarding potential flood-
ing created by the addition of imper-
vious areas to their neighborhood.
First Street residents told the board
that they have had problems with
standing water in their yards and in
the street after storms.

Dec explained to the residents that
the application included a storm-
water management plan that would
mitigate any runoff and prevent in-
creased flooding to their adjacent
properties. A detention basin, as well
as a system of inlets and swells, is a
part of the plan to direct storm water
out to the sewers on First Street, he
stated.

Other concerns expressed by the
residents included noise and lights
shining into their bedroom windows
from the parking lot, which is graded
higher than their yards.

Special Meeting
Planned for SID

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A special meeting will be held
next week to discuss the specifics
of a sunset provision to be added to
the pending ordinance establish-
ing a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) in Scotch Plains.

At the end of last week’s three-
hour public hearing on the ordi-
nance, the idea was put forth of
placing a time limit on the SID’s
existence as a way of mollifying
some of the opposition, much of
which centered around concerns
that a SID and its budget, and the
property assessments funding it,
could grow beyond the control of
those financing it.

The meeting of the 10-member
SID steering committee will take
place on Wednesday, June 9 at
6:00 p.m. in the council chambers
in the municipal building. It is not
known how many years the com-
mittee will recommend placing on
the SID’s initial phase of opera-
tions; whatever the time frame is,
be it three, four or five years, for-
mal action to renew it would then
need to be taken by a future town-
ship council.

Final action on the ordinance
containing the sunset provision is
expected at the council’s Tuesday,
June 22 meeting two weeks after
next week’s discussions because
Councilman Frank Rossi, who put
forth the sunset idea last week,
will be absent from the council’s
June 9 regular meeting, which will
take place after the steering
committee’s discussions.

Such a change to the SID ordi-
nance was considered significant
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Trial Honor Code to Be Implemented
For Fall at Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School will be implementing a “pi-
lot” honor code for the 2004-2005
school year.

Dr. David Heisey, principal at the
high school, gave an instructional
update to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education on Thursday
night that detailed the purpose of an
honor code.

Dr. Heisey said that the honor code
is “created to foster a mutual under-
standing among students, staff, par-
ents, board members and stakehold-
ers in the district that outlines what
constitutes cheating.”

Dr. Heisey explained that as infor-
mation is more readily available via
the Internet, the lines between cheat-
ing, quoting and documenting
sources have become more blurred.
Also, the classroom has become a
more interactive learning experience
with special attention to group work
and projects. Dr. Heisey said it will

be the responsibility of each teacher
to clearly articulate their expecta-
tions from the class.

Plagiarizing, copying someone
else’s homework and cheating dur-
ing a test or quiz will be the main
focus of the honor code. Although
Dr. Heisey has seen few problems
with cheating in the high school,
these are preventative measures.

There are consequences for each
offense, which will be monitored by
the teacher of the class as well as a
panel that will determine the sever-
ity of an infraction, but the ultimate
decision will fall on the shoulders of
Dr. Heisey.

Board members raised many ques-
tions about the details of the honor
code, which will be outlined in docu-
ments sent to student’s homes at the
beginning of the next school year,
but Dr. Heisey assured the board that
the honor code was a work in progress
and will be adjusted to fit the actual
needs of the school.

During another instructional up-

date, Joan Mast of the math depart-
ment detailed the new middle school
math books the district hoped to pur-
chase which would update the middle
school math curriculum. Students
will now have more integrative alge-
bra over the three years in the middle
school rather than one concentrated
year in eighth grade, which will bet-
ter prepare them for high school math,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fate of FW Extraordinary Aid
Package Will Be Known By July

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday night, the Fanwood
Borough Council held a special
meeting to address residents’ ques-
tions and concerns about the pos-
sible extraordinary aid package and
the potential repercussions it could
have on Fanwood’s budget.

Introduced in February, the ex-
traordinary aid package would al-
low Fanwood to lower taxes without
tightening the annual budget. For-
mal notification of the award is pend-
ing, but, according to Mayor Col-
leen Mahr, a preliminary meeting
with Chief Financial Advisor Fred
Thompkins and Trenton proved fa-
vorable.

The aid allocations are tied to
the 2005 state budget, which will
be passed on June 30, 2004. Mayor
Mahr expects to receive confirma-
tion of the package shortly there-
after.

Some member of council ex-
pressed concern over the implica-
tions of accepting the aid. Coun-
cilman Stuart Kline cited the 2003
financial notice, stating that after
an extraordinary aid package is
awarded to a township, substantial
budget increase is not allowed.
Kline added that he didn’t see the
necessity for the entire package of
$400,000, as Fanwood’s need for
aid has been reduced since the
application for the package was
filed.

Likewise, Councilman Andrew
Calamaras expressed fears that the
aid adjustments will “raise the bar”
for next year’s tax appropriations.

Auditor Warren Korecky assured the
council that adjustments can be
made to the package, and that the
restrictions on such are meant to
discourage towns from taking ad-
vantage of state aid.

According to Mayor Mahr, the
next step will be to await formal
notification of the amount received.
The Tuesday, July 6 agenda meet-
ing will be used to formally intro-
duce amendments, and the Tuesday,
July 13 meeting will be allocated to
pass the amendments and vote on
the final package.

“It should be resolved by this
time next month,” said Mayor
Mahr.

SP Council Eyes
Improvements

To Two Buildings
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Facing leaky roofs at both the
municipal and public works build-
ings, and an aging heating and
ventilation system at the munici-
pal building, the Scotch Plains
Township Council discussed hav-
ing an architect undertake feasi-
bility studies on the two buildings
and present options for improving
both facilities.

It is estimated that the studies
will cost about $20,000, and archi-
tect Thomas Potter, who met with
the council at its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, said re-
vamping the heating-ventilation-
air conditioning system at the
municipal building, as well as re-
placing the roof there and at the
public works building on Plainfield
Avenue, would likely take about a
year to complete.

In the meantime, the council
will approve a $13,000 bid next
week to secure the services of a
Garfield, N.J. firm to apply a tem-
porary sealant to the municipal
building’s roof, which was plagued
by leaks after winter snows and
heavy rainstorms during the past

Local School Systems, County Debt
Show Implications for Residents
By MIRIAM BAMBERGER

Specially Written for The Times

In a continuation of the series in-
troduced last week, the figures are
presented for total outstanding debt
for local school systems, as well as
the current net debt for Union County.

The Westfield Board of Education
currently stands $26.3 million in debt,
which amounts to approximately 0.52
percent of the town’s equalized valu-
ation, $5.06 billion.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education has a total debt of $25.8
million, which is divided between
Scotch Plains Township and Fanwood
Borough on the basis of student popu-
lation and land value. Scotch Plains
is allotted 78.56 percent of the school
debt, or approximately $19.6 mil-

lion. Fanwood is accountable for the
remaining 21.44 percent of the debt,
or $5.4 million. By these figures,
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
an outstanding school debt equal to
0.68 percent of their respective equal-
ized valuations.

These figures illustrate that both
Scotch Plains and Fanwood each have
school debts proportionately larger
than that of the Westfield Board of
Education.

The outstanding debt for
Mountainside Board of Education is
$5.9 million, or 0.75 percent the

equalized valuation of the township.
This figure encompasses the
Deerfield and Beechwood schools;
however, it does not account for the
regional high school, as that data was
not available by press time.

In addition to debt incurred by
individual municipalities and school
systems, Union County as a whole is
permitted by state law 40A:2-6 to
incur a debt of up to 2 percent of the
total equalized valuation of the
county, or about $1 billion. Cur-
rently, Union County stands approxi-
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          Fred Rossi for The Times
CAPTAIN MAHONEY…Officer Brian Mahoney is sworn in last Tuesday night
at the township council meeting as Captain of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment. Captain Mahoney’s son, Sean administers the oath.

Fred Rossi for The Times
ENGROSSED…Consultant Seth Grossman and Township Attorney Doug
Hansen remain attentive Tuesday night as two dozen citizens express their views
on the proposed Special Improvement District for downtown Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

enough to warrant continuing the
public hearing at the council’s June
22 meeting instead of considering
the proposal at the end of last week’s
public hearing, which ended at mid-
night.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MAY 21
• The owner of Rita’s Italian Ice on

Terrill Road reported that sometime
between May 20 and May 21 someone
removed three plastic advertising signs.
The value of the signs are $75.

• Gino Gesso, 19, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of
CDS (Marijuana) and possession with
intent to distribute. The arrest stemmed
from an investigation conducted by De-
tective Brian Donnelly.

• A Country Club Lane resident re-
ported that someone removed $350 worth
of lingerie from the laundry room wash-
ing machine. The victim states that she
placed the items in the washer and left.
When she returned several of her linge-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Meeting

rie was missing. The victim states that
one man was inside the laundry room
while she was missing her clothing.

SATURDAY, MAY 22
• A Chiplou Lane resident reported that

his son’s motorized scooter was stolen.
The owner states at approximately 9 p.m.
he realized that his sons Blade 2 scooter
was missing from the side of the house.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
• A William Street resident reported

that his rear window to his 1998 Chevy
wagon was smashed out. The vehicle
was parked inside the driveway and noth-
ing was removed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE
according to Ms. Mast. The board
approved the purchase of the new
textbooks; the money was previously
allotted in the new budget.

At the last board meeting, Brunner
School parents expressed their con-
cern about the condition of the black-
top surrounding the school. Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
said this matter was being looked
into, and he would be working with
the township to ensure the area was
repaired.

In the business portion of the meet-
ing, the board approved a construction
change order of money to A. Juliano &
Sons to complete the complicated elec-
trical wiring at Park Middle School
which has required more construction
and attention than planned.

Also, while the new window
project at McGinn Elementary
School is about 85 percent complete,
according to Mr. Del Sordi, the former
contract with Icon Contractors had
to be terminated because they were
unable to finish the project. Archi-
tectural Window will finish the job.

The next Open Agenda meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, June 10 at 7
p.m.

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

This Weeks Hours   06/02- 06/08
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm
This Weeks Hours   06/02- 06/08
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

To the Neighbors

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Almost Everyone has an viewpoint in their 
yard that they would like to hide or screen 
out.  Be it the neighbors overly active hot 
tub shenanigans, an old rusty car, the 
peeling paint on the side of a garage, or an 
old air conditioner. (Among other things).   

This Week we are offering some of the 
best screening plants at Special Savings. 
5-6’ Skip Laurel which will grow in Sun or 
Shade are buy one get one free. Emerald 
Green Arborvitae are 20% Off. 

Almost Everyone has an viewpoint in their 
yard that they would like to hide or screen 
out.  Be it the neighbors overly active hot 
tub shenanigans, an old rusty car, the 
peeling paint on the side of a garage, or an 
old air conditioner. (Among other things).   

This Week we are offering some of the 
best screening plants at Special Savings. 
5-6’ Skip Laurel which will grow in Sun or 
Shade are buy one get one free. Emerald 
Green Arborvitae are 20% Off. 

David

Williams

Say Goodbye

Special Savings
on Selected 
Screening

Plants
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Screening

Plants

Pencza conceded that prior to the
buffer of evergreens reaching full
maturity, headlights might reach their
windows.

Residents also raised as a concern
the height of the building, particu-
larly the third-floor apartments, im-
pinging on the privacy of adjacent
homes.

Robert Kraus, of Lieb, Kraus,
Grispin and Roth of Scotch Plains,
attorney for the applicant, reported
that testimony from a professional
planner and a traffic consultant will
be presented at subsequent meet-
ings. The hearing will continue at the
next planning board meeting, on
Wednesday, June 23.

several years. That project will take
place in the middle of this month.

This temporary solution will allow
more detailed studies of the 30-year-old
building’s roof to be conducted, and for
the council and township professionals
to consider options for a long-term solu-
tion. It is also possible that the architects
will present plans for the expansion of
the municipal building’s second floor
above the police department at the rear
of the building.

Potter said that some of the venti-
lation work could result in portions
of the building being unable to be
occupied, but said he would work
with township officials to avoid this
as much as possible.

The council will likely award the
feasibility studies contract later this
month or early in July. An informal
timetable discussed this week called
for the studies, which will include

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council Seeks
Improvements to Buildings

options, costs and timetables, to be
completed in two or three months,
followed by another month or two to
draw plans and specifications.

Potter estimated that an additional
six-to-eight months would be needed
to complete the project. Adhering to
this timetable means the council will
likely have to award bids for the project
in February or March 2005 so that
work could begin in the early spring
and be completed before the onset of
the winter of 2005.

In other business, the council also
received preliminary tax rates for
all components of the coming prop-
erty tax bills. The average Scotch
Plains property owner, with a prop-
erty assessed at $120,000, will pay
an additional $480 this year in total
property taxes, an increase of about
six percent from 2003. While the
municipal portion of the average
property tax bill will increase by
$48, the county portion will rise by
$60 and the education component
will increase by $360. There will
also be an average $12 increase for
the county’s open space trust fund,
which was established in November
2000.

Mayor Martin Marks expressed
concern about the increase in the
county’s open space levy, noting that
it had risen from an initial two-cent
assessment to 4.5 cents in three years.
Marks also said he wants to desig-
nate a portion of Crestwood Park as
a conservation zone.

In late 2000, the council passed an
ordinance creating the zone, which
designates certain township-owned
tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any kind. The pro-
posed new zone south of Morse Av-
enue is an acre-plus tract that is pres-
ently designated as a bird sanctuary.
Marks said, though, that there is no
ordinance designating it as such. The
council will send this recommenda-
tion to the Environmental Commis-
sion and the Planning Board for their
input before taking action, most likely
after the summer.

Andrew MacDonald
Graduates Law School

FANWOOD — Andrew
MacDonald of Fanwood received
his Juris Doctor degree from Ave
Maria School of Law in Ann Ar-
bor, Mich., at a May 16 com-
mencement ceremony.

Andrew is one of 56 students in
the Law School’s 2004 graduat-
ing class. A 2000 graduate of
Franciscan University of
Steubenville, he is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Andrew MacDonald of
Fanwood. He plans to take the
bar exam in New Jersey.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Debt

Union County College Tells
Names of Local Graduates

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) graduated over 700 students
in more than 80 academic disciplines
during its 70th Annual Commencement
Exercises on the Cranford campus.

Students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Berkeley Heights received degrees dur-
ing the ceremonies.

These local degree recipients are listed
below, with their respective degrees.

WESTFIELD RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Adrienne Bogatko, Business;
Stacie Christy, Cooperative Program

in Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Patricia Chumpitaz, Liberal Arts/Edu-
cation;

Jason DiIorio, Engineering/Computer
Science;

Lois Dondiego, Dental Hygiene with
the University of Medicine Dentistry
New Jersey (UMDNJ);

Soledad Espinoza, Liberal Studies/
Exploring Science and Arts;

David Gigon, Liberal Studies/Explor-
ing Science and Arts;

Magdalena Habrylo, Business;
Sara Haldeman, Liberal Arts;
Kristen Jacobsen, Liberal Arts/Early

Childhood Elementary Education;
Sarah Johnson, Communications/Film
Matthew Karpa, Business
Peggy Lamb, Liberal Studies/Explor-

ing Science and Arts;
Susan Masteller, Business;
Jonathan Miller, Communications/

Film;
Lauren Millet, Business;
Lucia Montealegre, Liberal Arts/early

Childhood Elementary Education;
Melissa Parisi, Liberal Arts/Fine Arts/

Graphic Design;
Joan Pirot, Cooperative Program in

Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Walter Ronge, Fire Science Technology;
Cindra Ryan, Business
Thomas Ryan, Fire Science Technology;
Michael Schoenfeld, Business;
Frank Scirocco, Business;
Margot Siegel, Communications/

Desktop Publishing;
Denise Teodoru, Cooperative Program

in Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Betsy Yannazzno, Cooperative Pro-
gram in Professional Nursing at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center;

Donna Laschuk, Liberal Arts.
SCOTCH PLAINS RESIDENTS,

DEGREE(S) RECEIVED
Daphne Alexandre, Liberal Arts/Early

Childhood Elementary Education;
Daniel Bell, Dental Hygiene with

UMDNJ;
Vera Bouchakjian, Liberal Studies/

Exploring Science and Arts;
Elizabeth Cena, Cooperative Program

in Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Christian Cevallos, Criminal Justice;
Clarence De Guzman, Liberal Arts/

Fine Arts/Graphic Design;
Alexander Dunbar, Business;
Richard Duranne, Liberal Studies/

Exploring Science and Arts;
Mackenzie Earp, Cooperative Program

in Professional Nursing at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center;

Susan Herrington, Occupational
Therapy Assistant;

Renee Holowka, Liberal Studies/Ex-
ploring Science and Arts;

Michelle Klecan, Liberal Studies/Ex-
ploring Science and Arts;

Brian Lavery, Liberal Arts;
Pam Leong, Physical Therapist Assistant;
Tyler Locke, Business/Computer In-

formation Systems;
Emily Main, Business;
Joseph Margiotta, Liberal Arts/Ameri-

can Studies;
Michele Monico, Liberal Studies/Ex-

ploring Science and Arts;
Serena Paczkowski, Liberal Arts/Edu-

cation;
Jennifer Pugia, Liberal Arts;
Janice Quatro, Liberal Arts/Fine Arts/

Illustration;
Erika Ramirez, Interpreting Spoken

Languages;
Marta Ruzsa, Physical Therapist As-

sistant;
Marcela Burgos, Interpreting Spoken

Languages.
FANWOOD RESIDENTS,
DEGREE(S) RECEIVED

Harold Breuninger, Police Academy;
James Cassidy, Liberal Studies/Ex-

ploring Science and Arts;
Jennifer Doyle, Liberal Arts/Early

Childhood Elementary Education.

Westfield Permit List
In Question; Deck
Opponent Arrested

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- “I think we’re in
trouble,” First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana said at Tuesday night’s
council meeting after Parking Di-
rector John Morgan admitted that
the commuter parking waiting list
has not been validated.

Captain Morgan said that there
are currently 632 people on the
parking waiting list and that all
duplicate names have been elimi-
nated.

Councilman Caruana said that
there were previously 743 people
on the waiting list and questioned
how 125 names have been removed.
Captain Morgan explained that new
permits have been issued, some have
declined and others were removed
for duplication. Caruana said that
with 25 new permits just issued and
60 duplicate names being removed,
40 people declined. Caruana said
that based on those numbers there
is a 35 percent margin of decline
and that is a “terrible number.”

Captain Morgan said that while
going through the list to issue more
permits, those people either no
longer work in New York or no
longer live in town. He confirmed
that the entire list has not been
called, and that only those whose
names come to the top of the list are
contacted.

Public comment and the discus-
sion of the wait list centered around
an ordinance which creates over-
night parking fees for downtown
residents and creating daily park-
ing at the South Avenue train sta-
tion lot.

James Abate said that while he
liked the idea of allowing free park-
ing at the South Avenue lot in the
afternoon, daily parking does not
allow the opportunity to find out
the depth of the parking waiting
list. After asking how many people
had to be gone through on the list to
sell permits and the revelation that
the list has not been vetted, Abate
took a seat in the audience. Shortly
after, he was approached by Cap-
tain Morgan and asked to step out-
side the council chambers. Upon
exiting the council chambers Abate
was taken downstairs to the police
department and processed for three
outstanding warrants from
Westfield, Newark and Middletown
totaling $583. The warrants were
all for traffic violations, with the
violations for Westfield being for
parking. Abate posted bail and was
released.

According to Mayor McDermott,
Chief Tracy was sitting in the meet-
ing, heard Abate’s name and went
to check the status of warrants.
“The Chief is doing his job,” Mayor
McDermott said.

Abate told The Westfield Leader
that he was informed there were
everyday warrants for parking and
moving violations. “The town chose
to execute while speaking out
against the parking decks, but
should not detract from the fact
that I had just revealed in my com-
ments that the parking lists are
worthless as they have never been
verified. There appears to be a 38
percent discrepancy between those
that want the permits and those that
are on the list.”

Abate said that he has been in
touch with the state administrator
of courts who informed him that “if
Westfield has a policy to issue a
warrant for every single parking
ticket, it would be improper.” Abate
then added that he intends to go to

the Administrative Judge of Union
County for Municipal Courts to
issue a complaint against Westfield.

Ultimately, the council passed
the overnight parking ordinance
with Councilman Caruana voting
no and the rest of the council vot-
ing in favor.

During the open discussion by
citizens, Jim Baker suggested that
the oversell of the parking lots be
increased to 45 percent and that a
deposit be taken if people wanted
to remain on the waiting list.

Lynn Burke said that she was
disappointed that the entire list has
not been contacted and questioned
how the town had gotten this far in
the process of building structures
without doing something so basic.
She questioned what would happen
if a deck was built and it could not
be filled.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that while he
doesn’t think it will get to that
point, Westfield could allow resi-
dents of other towns to park. He
said that there are people who do
not move into Westfield because of
the parking wait list.

Burke questioned if state fund-
ing for a deck was forgone simply
because the town did not want to
open the list to out-of-towners.

Mayor McDermott confirmed
that at one time, New Jersey Tran-
sit had offered to help fund a deck,
but it would have required that park-
ing be available to anyone.

Town Administrator James
Gildea told The Leader that the
entire waiting list was called in
March of 2003 by the administra-
tion staff. He said that the list was
over 900 at the time and was brought
down to over 600.

In other business, the council nar-
rowly approved the first reading of
an ordinance appropriating $75,000
for the DWC to conduct engineer-
ing studies for downtown improve-
ments to sidewalks, trees and light-
ing.

Councilmen Mark Ciarrocca,
James Foerst and Caruana all voted
against the appropriation. Coun-
cilman Foerst said that he could not
vote for ripping up sidewalks in
downtown when there are areas of
his ward that do not have sidewalks
near Memorial Pool.

Councilman Ciarrocca said that
while he supports the downtown,
there are many other projects that
should take priority.

Subscribe Today...
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mately $324.6 million in debt, or
0.74 percent the county’s equal-
ized valuation of $48.8 billion. Ac-
cording to the debt statement, much
of the county debt lies in bonds
spent on building improvements,
parks, road and bridge repair, com-
munications equipment, Union
County College and Union County
Vocational School.

Based on the equalized valua-
tions of each township in relation to
Union County, one can determine
the percentage of the county debt
each town is responsible for.
Westfield comprises 10.36 percent
of the equalized valuation of the
county, and is accountable for $33.7
million of the total county debt.
Likewise, Scotch Plains, at 5.92
percent valuation, is responsible for
$19.3 million; Fanwood, at 1.62
percent valuation holds $5.3 mil-
lion in county debt; Mountainside,
at 2.68 percent valuation shares $8.7
million of the total county debt.

The implications of this can be
seen by compiling all three
branches of debt a township owes –
municipal debt, school debt and a
portion of county debt. Westfield,
for example, ultimately owes ap-
proximately $73.5 million. Distrib-
uted across the ten thousand house-
holds in the township, each house-
hold represents approximately
$7,350 in town debt. This shows
the final distribution of county and
municipal debt to taxpayers.




