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PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Unique & exceptional gifts

for the graduate
who deserves nothing less...

Celebrate tthis mmilestone
with aa ggift tthey’l l  ttreasure!

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
www.presidentialpen.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8

“A ppen 

is ccertainly

an eexcellent

instrument 

to ff ix 

a mman's

attention 

and tto

inflame hhis 

ambition.”    

John AAdams

Waterman EExpert II I
Gift  SSet
With deep-tone lacquered

finish, beveled cap, and

contemporary double-ring

chrome accents, this ballpoint

pen  is the height of stylish

professionalism.... and an

exceptional value with free

matching mechanical pencil.

Available in a variety of colors

and finishes...$75

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Jack Georges • Mont Blanc • Cross 

Parker • Bosca • S.T. Dupont
Pelikan • Visconti • Aurora

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) participated in a
guided tour of the East Jersey State
Prison on March 25 to assess the
efficiency of the New Jersey prison
system.

“I was pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to witness first-hand the daily
operations of Rahway State Prison,”
said Assemblyman Bramnick.

In response to his tour, Assembly-
man Bramnick has sponsored two
new pieces of legislation, which will
hold prisoners financially account-
able and save New Jersey tax payers
thousands of dollars. Assembly Bill
2951, sponsored by Assemblyman
Bramnick and Assemblyman Brian
Rumpf (R-9), will require inmates
above the poverty line to reimburse
the state for the cost of their incar-
ceration.

“A single prisoner in the State of
New Jersey costs the taxpayer
$28,000 a year,” commented Assem-
blyman Bramnick. “Those inmates
who can afford it should be required
to pay for their own incarceration,
easing the tax burden for law-abid-
ing citizens.”

Assembly Bill 2952, also spon-
sored by Assemblymen Bramnick
and Rumpf, will hold prison escap-
ees financially liable for resources
expended in their pursuit and appre-
hension.

“This legislation will serve as a
strong deterrent for those individu-
als who wish to escape incarcera-
tion,” said Assemblyman Bramnick.

Assemblyman Bramnick serves on
the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee and the Assembly Con-
sumer Affairs Committee.

F-SP Rotary Club
 Inducts New Member
SCOTCH PLAINS – President

Geri Samuel of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club recently inducted
Mr. Bob Ray into the Club with his
sponsor, Dr. Khagen Chatterjee at
his side.

Ray emigrated from Calcutta, In-
dia to this country in 1971 and began
his career at Chemical Bank. While
working at the bank, he also com-
pleted his studies for an MBA at
Rutgers University’s Graduate
School of Business. In 1986 he be-
came Vice President of Credit Policy
at Chemical Bank.

Now, in early retirement, he is
more involved in the Asian Indian
Community in organizing major eth-
nic, social and cultural activities. He
has played major roles in the North
American Bengali Conferences,
which today is attended by 8 to 10
thousand people. In the year 2000 he
was co-chair of the millennium con-
ference held in Atlantic City. Ray is
also acclaimed for his writings in
both English and Bengali literature.
He has been Editor-in-Chief of three
Annual volumes published by the
North American Bengali Conference.

F-SP Rotary Club meets every
Wednesday at noon at Snuffy’s
Pantagis in Scotch Plains, NJ. Inter-
ested business people are welcome
to visit the Club. Contact Dr. Dick
Dobyns, Membership Chairman at
322-5986.

Gov. Announces Channel
Deepening of NJ/NY Port

ELIZABETH – Governor James
McGreevey, the Port Authority and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
launched a multibillion-dollar project
to deepen channels in the Port of New
York and New Jersey – a project that
will allow the channels to accommo-
date the newest, largest cargo vessels.

The Port of New York and New
Jersey is already the largest port on
the East Coast, providing more than
228,000 jobs and $20 billion in eco-
nomic activity to both States.

The channels’ current depths are
about 30 to 45 feet. Several shipping
lines are building vessels that need
more space – ships that can carry
8,000 truck-size containers. Deep-
ening the channels to 50 feet will
allow these ships to use the port.

The project itself is expected to
lead to the creation of 240,000 jobs in
the region by 2040. These jobs would
be in the maritime industry and in
businesses that work with the indus-
try, such as law offices and banks.

In addition, allowing trips to and
from the port with more cargo per
ship will cut down overall transporta-
tion costs – leading to savings for the
shippers and their customers, which
will be passed down to consumers.

Officials from the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey and the
Army Corps signed an agreement
that outlines funding commitments
and a timeline for the channel deep-
ening work. Governor McGreevey
was present as a witness to the sign-
ing. The overall project will cost
$1.6 billion, to be shared equally
between the Port Authority and the
Federal government.

“Our ports are vital to New Jersey’s

economic success. Their contribu-
tion to everything that makes New
Jersey strong – in the creation of
jobs, and the infusion of money into
our local businesses – can’t be over-
stated,” Governor McGreevey said.
“In 2003 we made a record level of
investments in capital improvements
at our ports. And we saw record
volumes of cargo pass through our
ports as a result. Today we’re launch-
ing an even bigger investment that
will lead to enormous economic ben-
efits. This is a good day for New
Jersey and New York.”

The channel deepening program is
scheduled for completion in 2015,
but Governor McGreevey has di-
rected the Port Authority and Army
Corps to accelerate the timetable.
Officials at both entities have pledged
to try to do so.

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
Coscia said, “Our continued com-
mitment to invest in the port – in-
cluding our plans to devote nearly $1
billion toward the overall 50-foot
channel-deepening program – is rec-
ognized worldwide by international
shippers doing business in this coun-
try. The support we have received
from Governors McGreevey and
Pataki and our Congressional del-
egation will ensure that we continue
to generate jobs and tax revenues for
New Jersey and New York, and retain
our designation as the leading port
on the East Coast.”

U.S. Senator Jon Corzine said:
“The signing of this Project Coop-
eration Agreement is one of the last
steps necessary to ensure the dredg-
ing and deepening of the Port of New
York/New Jersey channels, and I am
proud to have worked with my col-
leagues in the New Jersey and New
York delegation to secure the fund-
ing for this project. This dredging
project guarantees that the Port of
NY/NJ will continue to help drive
our region’s economy.”

The agreement will let the Army
Corps begin to award contracts for
the deepening of the channels in the
New York/New Jersey Harbor – in-
cluding the Ambrose, Anchorage,
Kill Van Kull, Newark Bay, Arthur
Kill, Bay Ridge and Port Jersey chan-
nels – to 50 feet.

The Port Jersey Channel is cur-
rently being dredged from 38 feet to
41 feet as part of a separate agreement
between the Army Corps and the State
of New Jersey – and the recent open-
ing of the Cape Liberty Cruise Termi-
nal, which houses Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines ships, is the first in a
series of new facilities that will re-
quire improved access to the channel.

The New Jersey Department of
Transportation plans to modify its
existing, 41-foot plan for the Port
Jersey Channel, in order to dredge
it to 50 feet in advance of the Port
Authority’s and Army Corps’
schedule. The existing, 41-foot
project is a $120 million invest-
ment, with the State providing $43
million. The proposed deepening
of the Port Jersey Channel to 50
feet will cost about $80 million,
with the State of New Jersey pay-
ing the whole bill. The Army Corps
would reimburse the State about
half of that cost.

21st District News
Asm. Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Legislation Proposed to
Hold Prisoners Accountable

Rev. Donald Hummel

MOUNTAINSIDE SCHOLAR...Alexander Caffrey (left) receives the Rosensteihl
Scholarship Award presented by Peter Goggi, president of the Mountainside
Board of Education. Alexander, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Nancy
Caffrey, will be attending the University of Maryland’s Math and Science
Honors Campus in Baltimore County in the fall of 2004.

Rev. Donald Hummel Earns
BSA’s Silver Buffalo Award
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rever-

end Donald Keith Hummel, a Catho-
lic priest and Scotch Plains resident,
received the Silver Buffalo Award
from the Boy Scouts of America at
its national annual meeting in Chi-
cago, IL on May 21.

The Silver Buffalo Award is the
organization’s highest commenda-
tion for service to youth. It has been
awarded annually since 1925 to civic-
minded men and women
for outstanding contribu-
tions and service to the
youth of America.

An ordained priest in
the Archdiocese of New-
ark since 1978, Rever-
end Hummel currently
serves as Pastor of St.
Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch
Plains.

He also is active in the local com-
munity, counseling those who have
become addicted to drugs and alcohol
and women who have had abortions.

Reverend Hummel has received
the National Council on Alcohol and
Drug Dependency’s Alan Augustine
Award, the Mothers Against Drunk
Driving Award for Outstanding Ser-
vice and Commitment and the Bronze
Benemerenti Medal for Distin-
guished Service to Catholic Youth.

As a scouting youth, he achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout and was
recognized as a Distinguished Eagle

Scout in 1999.
Throughout his adulthood, he has

continued to participate in the youth
development organization. He has
served millions of youth as camp
chaplain at Philmont Scout Ranch
and as chaplain to four national scout
jamborees.

A lifetime member of the National
Catholic Committee on Scouting,
Reverend Hummel has worked to

further scouting’s strong
value system as the
organization’s national
chaplain since 2001.

He also belongs to the
National Federation of
Priests’ Councils, the
American Counseling As-
sociation and the New Jer-
sey Traffic Officers and
Paid Fire Chiefs Associa-
tions.

To find out more about
scouting or local volunteer opportu-
nities, please visit www.scouting.org.

Westfield Resident Named
Member of After 3 Board

TRENTON – Diane Genco of
Westfield, director of New Jersey
School Age Child Care Coalition,
has been named to the Board of
Directors of NJ After 3, a public/
private partnership corporation
formed to strengthen existing qual-
ity after-school programs and ex-
pand access to quality programs for
all of New Jersey’s children. Gover-
nor James McGreevey launched the
program on May 26. He proposed it
in his State of the State Address.

The governor said, “NJ After 3
will be the first state-sponsored, non-
profit corporation to expand quality
after-school programs in the nation.”

“NJ After 3 will serve as a dynamic
force for the expansion of creative,
fun and educational after-school pro-
grams for kids all over New Jersey,”
said NJ after 3, Inc.’s new director
Mark Valli.

Under the program, state funds
would be matched by other public
and private sources on a 1:1 basis.

The Corporation will be responsible
for raising and re-granting public and
private funds to program operators,
quality assurance, fiscal monitoring
and training the program providers.

Community-based providers can
begin applying this summer. Requests
for Proposals (RFP) for grants will
go out July 1, and proposals will be
due August 1. The award letters will
be mailed August 15. Programs eli-
gible for grants must meet the fol-
lowing criteria: Applicants must have
a pre-existing relationship with a
public school, programs must be open
5 days a week, preferred student-
adult ratio will be 10:1 and programs
must be school-based. If programs
are held away from the school, there
must be free transportation to and
from the program. No child can be
denied due to lack of family re-
sources, programs must be focused
on enrichment but have a homework-
help component and a snack must be
offered.

Connor Mulvee Earns
Psi Upsilon Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Connor Mulvee
of Westfield, a junior at Amherst
College in Amherst, MA, recently
garnered the Francis C. Hardie, Omi-
cron-Zeta ’18 scholarship for the
2004-2005 academic year.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob
Mulvee of Westfield, Connor is ma-
joring in economics.
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