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WDCC Thanks
Event Supporters

Thanks to everyone who supported
the Spring Sale of Children’s Clothing &
Toys at the Westfield Day Care Center
(WDCC). Proceeds to the center
amounted to just over $3,300 and will
help support scholarship tuitions, allow-
ing the center to continue its mission to
provide affordable quality childcare to
families regardless of race, religion or
socioeconomic status.

The center wishes to acknowledge
and express appreciation to many mem-
bers of the community who helped con-
tribute to the success of this regular sale
event. There were numerous donors of
items for sale. There were 34 volunteers
who contributed over 140 hours to this
effort. There were many area businesses
that allowed the WDCC to post its flyers
on community bulletin boards or in store
windows, and of course, there were many
shoppers!

This sale, held twice each year in the
Westminster Hall at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, provides benefits
to many charities beyond the Westfield
Day Care Center. As part of the clean-up
this time, clothing, books and baby equip-
ment have been provided to other pro-
grams including an orphanage in
Acapulco, Mexico, to a shelter in Eliza-
beth, to a preschool literacy program at
Elizabethport Presbyterian, to families
in the Interfaith Homeless Program in
Union County, to the Muhlenburg Hos-
pital newborn program, to the Salvation
Army and to the Vietnam Veterans of
America for sale in their thrift shops.

Residents of Westfield and the sur-
rounding towns have provided support
to the Westfield Day Care Center for its
36 years of operation, and your support
is greatly appreciated. Come shop with
us in October!

Marybeth Lapham
WDCC Board of Trustees

Westfield Resident Says No
More Landscapers Ever Again

I want to share with you my excite-
ment for my newly purchased manual
push mower and tell you that they are
wrongfully considered good only for
small areas. We moved to Westfield in
the summer of 2002 and have a pretty
large yard of about 0.75 acres. Through-
out 2002 we continued with the land-
scaper the former owners hired and I was
amazed to see them showing up during
the dry weeks of August 2002 when the
grass was turning brown and stopped
growing just to blow some dust around
and respect the once-a-week service con-
tract most landscapers offer. Other than
this standard service, needed or not, they
didn’t do anything when asked several
times to rearrange parts of the backyard.
Last year we had another landscaper but
I found the once-a-week service, with all
its noise and pollution, unnecessary, and
since there was no flexibility to it we
decided to take care of the backyard
ourselves.

More than that: for ecological and

neighborhood convenience reasons I
wanted a manual mower. Asking the
opinion of several people, including pro-
fessionals, not a single one was in favor:
your backyard is huge; you have three
kids; your palms are going to be sore
from pushing the mower...what didn’t I
hear? Stubborn as a mule, I purchased
the greatest mower: the brand is Scotts,
made in USA – it’s light, extremely
silent, no harder to push than a stroller,
easy to maintain, you can also buy a bag
to collect the grass so no raking is neces-
sary and it comes with a sharpening kit
to be used once a year. Inconvenience:
you have to push harder if the grass is
high and to bend over regularly to push
the clippings towards the rear of the bag
or get a stick out of the way that would
block the mower, but it’s more fun than
exercising at the Y indoors. I purchased
it in Cranford at Ace Hardware, 26
Westfield Ave, but this is certainly not
the only place or model if you are inter-
ested. And I enjoy it a lot. Mowing the
lawn is a pleasure: I do it when I hang
around in the backyard with my one-
and-a-half-year old, I love the smell of
newly cut grass and the clippings that go
into the compost box and get warm
within hours. We stop to chat with a
bypasser or a neighbor and oftentimes
my older kids ask, “Can I mow the
lawn?” when they come back from
school. Our yard, in my opinion, has a
more charming, “nature” look as the
grass is not cut at exact the same height,
and it’s an excellent way to involve the
kids and spend quality time with them.

Isn’t it worth it instead of having a
perfect, spotless backyard taken care of
by others? I enjoy very much being
outside this time a year – allergies not-
withstanding. And I am thinking that
without this buzzing noise from land-
scapers heard almost constantly, the qual-
ity of life would be a bit better. How
many times did I have to cross the road
to avoid the dust and noise, how many
times did I look in disbelief out the
window as the dentist’s landscaper next
door was spinning around on his tractor
on a square foot of lawn while his col-
league used the blower – and that at 8
a.m.? Is there too much to ask that,
whether is picking up after your dog,
mowing your lawn or driving huge SUVS,
we should all ask ourselves, what is the
impact on the community, how would
my neighbor like it if I did this and how
would I like it if he did this to me?

Rodica Ursu
Westfield

These are unanswered letters that I
received during the late spring-early sum-
mer weeks:

To Michael, a young-adult reader who
wants to share his views on the column
which focused on today’s music, which
“supposedly” lacks the emotions and
melodies of the songs of 30 and 40 years
ago:

There are many who would criticize
the music of today for not carrying the
same message, the same emotion that
was once found in popular music of 30
and 40 years ago. Further, there are those
who yearn for music carrying these mes-
sages, both political and social, lightly
along in their melodious ways, claiming
there is none found in music today.

As one reader of The Westfield Leader
put it, “I can’t stand listening to today’s
popular music, which consists of hip-
hop and rap songs. Whatever happened
to good melodies and songs that speak of
love and caring relationships? I used to
hear songs that gave me a good feeling.”

There are many shortcomings and in-
accuracies in this statement of which I
will divulge.

Firstly, there are popular genres other
than hip-hop and rap, granted that both
dominate much of the modern-day mu-
sic industry. For example, Norah Jones’
poetic lyrics blend harmoniously with
her piano play, void of any form of hip-
hop beat or rapping. Alicia Keys has
often been labeled as hip-hop, but the
jazz and blues influences on this female
pianist cannot be denied, nor can the
Romantic and Classical periods, as she
is by now well-known for her live rendi-
tions of Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata.

Additionally, John Mayer, the king of
popular music of late, uses powerful
emotional lyrics of heartache and joy to
seamlessly overlay his incendiary guitar
play — not found in a new artist since the
days of rock legends such as Jeff Beck
and Eric Clapton.

All these artists have famous songs of
love and caring relationships; Norah
Jones’ smash hit “Come Away With
Me” speaks of running away with the
man that she loves. John Mayer sings of
longing over a past love in “Comfort-
able” and how much he cared for the one
that got away. Both combine feelings of
love and caring without any hip-hop
beats or the aid of cameo rapping.

The reader went further on to ask,
“Whatever happened to good melodies
and songs that speak of love and caring
relationships?” Well, did they ever exist
in the first place? Does the Crosby,
Stills, Nash, and Young song “Love the
One You’re With” encourage loving and
caring relationships?

I think that question is best answered
with the chorus, “and if you can’t be with
the one you love, love the one you’re
with,” and going on to tell people to not
feel bad for cheating on their spouses,
for the “good times you had.”

Does the Grateful Dead song “China
Cat Sunflower” promote loving and car-
ing relationships? Considering that few
have ever deciphered any meaning at all
from this song, I would be more than
surprised to find that this good melody
has any meaning to it. The line “Comic
book colors on a violin river cryin’
Leonardo” best exemplifies this mean-
ingless ballad. Are hip-hop songs of late
any less meaningful?

Additionally, Led Zeppelin’s “Babe,
I’m Gonna Leave You” is a song of a

love that once was but no longer is,
mainly because of the faults and actions
of the singer, who feels no remorse for
his once-love.

If I were to recommend some current
CDs for your purchasing, the Steve Miller
Band’s “Greatest Hits” would be my top
pick because it is such a feel good album
filled with songs of loving relationships
and happiness.

Also, might I recommend Norah
Jones’ new album “Feels Like Home”
and perhaps Jack Johnson’s album
“Brushfire Fairytales,” an emotion-filled
piece dealing with relationships, love
and heartbreak. Also, John Mayer’s “In-
side Wants Out” is an unquestionably
first-rate choice. For a truly retrospec-
tive experience, Eric Clapton has just
released a new album of songs, all writ-
ten by blues legend from the 1930s Rob-
ert Johnson, entitled “Me and Mr.
Johnson.”

Answer: A great response, which will
keep me on my toes in listening to today’s
sounds of music. You know, Michael, I
might use you as my music critic.

To “John” (disguised name), the 76-
year-old widower who lost his wife to
cancer five months ago, met a warm,
loving woman at church and has asked
her to marry him:

Answer: I understand that your chil-
dren want what is best for you and are
concerned that you are rushing into this
new union too quickly. I hope this rela-
tionship is as fine and nurturing as you
feel it is. I don’t know what your chil-
dren are concerned about, but if there is
any question or doubt, see a professional
counselor or pastor from your church/
temple to help clarify the situation.

A family counseling session can be
extremely helpful. Certainly, you and
your friend are entitled to compatibility
and happiness. And at your age — or any
age — go for it!

To “Marcie” (disguised name), who
at age 49 is finally getting married but
whose mother told her that she plans to
move in after the marriage and be taken
care of since she is the oldest child and
this is what is expected of the oldest of
four children:

Answer: I don’t know of any resource
that addresses the issue about which
child is obligated to care for a parent.
You have waited a long time for this
marriage, and you and your fiancé have
a right to decide how you want to live. Sit
down with your two brothers and sister
and decide the most appropriate arrange-
ment for all — finances, health issues,
compatibility, etc. You alone should not
be your parent’s caretaker, particularly
with the new dimension in your life.

To “Kitty” (disguised name), who
will be married soon but plans to avoid
sex as much as possible because of her
trauma at age 16 when she was raped by
her (then) boyfriend:

Answer: Sex is one of the most im-
portant, meaningful and pleasurable as-
pects of a marriage. Avoidance of it, or
experiencing it to “just” please your
spouse, is unfair to yourself and to your
future husband.

All the horrors of that moment and the
betrayal of trust and intimacy remain
unresolved traumas that will deprive
you of a loving and mutually satisfying
relationship. Do not deny this to yourself
and him. Please seek professional therapy
so that you can finally rid yourself of
this.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fulmination – A thundering or light-

ning
2. Persultation – An eruption of blood

from an artery
3. Maculose – Covered with spots
4. Sphygmus – The pulse

MALAISE
1. Widespread epidemic of cata-

strophic proportions
2. Extreme dislike, hatred
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. Physical discomfort before an ill-

ness
PUNDONOR

1. A fur-lined gown
2. A point of honor
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A confidence man; swindler

BUNTONS
1. Small number; insufficiency
2. A calcareous deposit found in the

sacs of the ear
3. Horizontal timbers in a mine shaft

used for support
4. A small spike or elongated cluster

of flowers in grasses
CLEM

1. To starve or die of hunger
2. Inflammation or a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
3. Desperate; wanting
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below

It’s a Dilemma – Where Can
Teenagers Go To Hang Out?

It’s a dilemma for society and for teenagers. Where
can kids hang out to socialize in their evening hours?
How late should they be allowed to do this? The issue
is further complicated by the differences encountered
by various age groups. Some say that the separation is
between the car-less and the drivers. Some say it is those
of middle school as one group and those in high school
as another group.

Kids are going to hang out, just like adults did when they
were their age. Teenagers tell us they have no place to go
other than to the homes of a few understanding parents.
Others say they want to meet kids from other parts of town
or from neighboring towns. How can they do this?

Some of the hangout centers in the area seem to be the
Scotchwood Diner in Scotch Plains, Starbucks in
Westfield and, increasingly, the streets of downtown
Westfield.

On Friday and Saturday nights, the center of Westfield
is mobbed with teenagers. Parents from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside have no
problem dropping their kids off for a movie and ice
cream and then coming back to pick them up later.
Parents do, and should, feel comfortable leaving their
kids downtown; it’s safe and highly patrolled by police.

There have been a few incidents of scuffles, reports of
drug use or inappropriate behavior that have warranted
the police to come and break up large groups.

However, the teenagers are, for the most part, good
kids and a few bad apples shouldn’t be allowed to spoil
the bunch. Teenagers are citizens and residents of our
towns, just like everyone else. They have a right to be
downtown. They support many businesses, such as the
Rialto, Starbucks, Nirvana, Gap, Cold Stone Creamery
and many others – perhaps even more than many adults.

Adult residents should try to remember that young
adults enjoy socializing and search for places to go in
the evening hours. Shopping and downtown ice cream
excursions cease to be an option after 10 p.m. Starbucks,
a popular downtown attraction and the location that
remains open the latest, closes at midnight on week-

ends. Should attendees of the Rialto’s latest movie
showing wish to continue their evening out, they find
themselves without a place to reach easily on foot. If
car-less teenagers want to resist a rescue call to mom or
dad, they are out of luck.

While older residents might find the growing pres-
ence of teenagers hanging out on Westfield streets
irritating, they might realize that these kids are not out
to cause disturbances, but rather to find a space in which
they can socialize at night.

Adults also want to protect teenagers from getting
into trouble. Therein is the dilemma – to respect the
needs of kids growing up without encouraging an
environment where problems may arise?

A large group of kids hanging out and being loud
does not automatically mean that they are causing
trouble. We all remember being teens once, enjoyed
being out together and fooling around. Maybe that’s
what makes us nervous – remembering what we did at
their age.

We should also consider that kids would go out at
night even though our downtown offers few late-night
choices. Before we condemn downtown streets as a
teenage hangout, there had better be a safe place for
them to go.

But kids also need to be respectful of adults. They
should be mindful of others and make sure that they do
not entirely block sidewalks and driveways. And even
though they are out with their friends, they should keep
their use of profanity to a minimum.

For adults, seniors and teenagers – try to remember:
you’re not the only ones using downtown.

One could look to the Westfield Recreation
Department’s “Teen Center” program as a good start. It
is open on select Friday nights during the school year
for high school students from 7 to 11 p.m. It is a “safe
and enjoyable alternative located in the municipal
building on East Broad Street.”

Some teens tell us they want a place to go until 1 a.m.
We don’t think that’s wise. What do you think?

Agreed – Downtown is
Wheelchair Inaccessible

I must agree with the writer from
Scotch Plains who complained about the
parking pay stations, and I will also add
a few other points.

I am confined to a wheelchair but can
drive myself and navigate around town
on my own by using a manual wheel-
chair. Thus, if all of the handicapped
spots are filled, I can use a regular spot
and I am willing to feed the meter.

However, the meters themselves are
not accessible. The handicapped park-
ing spots seem to be located farthest
from the street. The spots in the Prospect
Street lot are at the far end, possibly
closest to the rear entrances of stores.
However, they are inaccessible due to a
high curb and a steep grade from the lot
to the back of stores. Any wheelchair
user has to travel the length of the lot and
then down Prospect and around the cor-
ner to Broad Street. The lot on Central,
across from the Post Office, has only
two spots across from the post office, so
if one has to go to a store at the other end
of the lot, it’s the same story.

Several years ago, I issued a challenge
to the town officials, the local merchants
and others involved with parking: rent a
wheelchair, drive downtown and park
close to a handicapped spot and then get
into the chair and go around town as you
normally would. There were only two
hard-and-fast rules: you could not get
out of the wheelchair and you could not
have a companion along to assist you.

Needless to say, no one accepted this
challenge. I think it is about time that
someone did: how about it, Mr. Editor?

Marguerite Newson
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

New Jersey Un-FAIR
Plan Is the Reality

I just received a mailing from Gover-
nor McGreevey on the New Jersey FAIR
Plan, covering property tax relief and
the Millionaire’s Tax, which will apply
to those with $500,000 or more of in-
come.

Unfortunately, the Millionaire’s Tax
will apply to more than just the people
we normally think of as rich.

—An elderly person on fixed-income
who bought a good house 25 years ago
for $100,000 and now sells it for a
$750,000 gain will pay that tax.

—A small businessman who struggled
to build a business and sells it now for a
$500,000 gain will pay that tax.

—A worker for an employer with no
pension or 401-K plan who put savings
into no-income growth stocks while he
was working and sells for a $500,000
gain because he needs income-generat-
ing investments at retirement will pay
that tax.

This happens because New Jersey, as
distinct from the Federal Government
and other states, taxes Long-Term Capi-
tal Gains just like salary. The Governor
appears not to be getting accurate infor-
mation on who will be affected. The
Millionaire’s Tax should apply to only
the truly wealthy.

Jeffrey Bash
Westfield, NJ

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

Townspeople, the Situation
In Westfield Is Very Serious

Last night, Jim Abate, an opponent of the Westfield
redevelopment project, was arrested after speaking at
the town council meeting. He was arrested for out-
standing parking/traffic fines. Last night, Council-
man Sal Caruana pinned Parking Captain John Mor-
gan into admitting that the parking permit waiting list
had not been checked for validity in spite of the fact
that this list is being used as public information to
justify the redevelopment project. Last night, the
town council passed another ordinance that will now
herd downtown apartment residents to the lot each
night behind Baron’s Drug store.  This month, a
Westfield resident was arrested and handcuffed in Far
Hills in the presence of his family while on a Mother’s
Day lunch for an overdue parking ticket in Westfield.

Neil Sullivan, former councilman, told this news-
paper, “I was sitting behind Abate when Morgan
approached him from the rear. Abate was sitting in
about the fifth or sixth row on the right aisle. Morgan
tapped him on the shoulder and either motioned and
maybe whispered something — from behind where
I was seated — to the effect of ‘can you come with

me?’ I assumed that it was to discuss the numbers of
permits, etc., since Mr. Abate had commented on the
information. He did not give any indication of why
he wanted to speak with him.”

The appearance is very bad for the council, that
Mr. Abate was arrested upon speaking at the public
meeting. Will others now fear to speak?

A famous quote by Martin Niemoeller comes to
mind: “First they came for the Communists, but I
was not a Communist so I did not speak out. Then
they came for the Socialists and the Trade Unionists
but I was not one of them, so I did not speak out.
Then they came for the Jews, but I was not Jewish so
I did not speak out. And when they came for me,
there was no one left to speak out for me.”

My good townspeople, don’t you see what’s hap-
pening here? Of what are you in violation – of what
am I? Why am I so afraid?

Councilman Caruana, thank you for standing up.
I stand with you. Mr. Mayor and the rest of the
council, it’s your turn.

Horace Corbin, Publisher




