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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — His youth-
ful appearance aside, Scotch Plains
resident Brad Ross is every bit the
professional magician – or is it illu-
sionist?

Actually, it’s a little bit of both.
As Ross patiently explained the dif-

ference between the two, a magician
performs tricks, and one can probably
figure out how they are accomplished,
but an illusionist performs a specific
type of magic, and takes the spectators
on a “journey combining the secret of
magic and an experience.”

Magic is Ross’ vehicle to a total
entertainment experience. His perfor-
mances are unique theatrical events,
blending his magic with comedy, mu-
sic, and audience interaction.

Ross first became interested in magic
when, for his fifth birthday party, his
mother hired a magician to entertain
the kids. His interest continued to
grow over the years, and he fondly
recalls many visits to the magic booth
at the former Watchung Flea Market.

When he was seven, his parents
enrolled him in an after school work-
shop at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, taught by Ted Collins, who owned
Mecca Magic in Bloomfield. His first
trick was the disappearing penny. From
that point on, Ross was “bitten by the
magic bug.” The world of illusion
became his entire life.

At age 13, his zeal took a more
serious turn, and he began a collection
of books and catalogues. He started to
go by the name “Mr. Magic,” and his
mom helped him with business cards
and an ad. At that time, Ross ventured
out into the world of entertainment,
performing at birthday parties and
doing charity work through his par-
ticipation in David Copperfield’s
“Project Magic,” bringing his act into
hospitals and rehabilitation centers.

As Ross explained, “Patients develop
motor skills through magic,” and it
“promotes their self-confidence.”

Ross’ turning point into the world
of true entertainment came when, two
years later, his entrepreneurial spirit
kicked in full-force. He auditioned
and hired dancers/assistants, and real-
ized that it was not so much the “se-
cret” that was compelling to the audi-
ence, but the performance itself.

Ross began to pay more attention to
the theatrical components, adding
dance and comedy to his act.

From his early influences of the
greats in the field — Houdini,
Henning, Burton – to his mentor,
David Sandy, the International Presi-
dent of the Brotherhood of Magicians,
Ross never imagined that, while sit-
ting in the front row of the Siegfried
and Roy show in Vegas 10 years ago, he
would make his very own DVD. And,
it was shot with two of Siegfried and

                       Photos Courtesy of Anne White
MAN OF MYSTERY...Magician/Illusion-MAN OF MYSTERY...Magician/Illusion-MAN OF MYSTERY...Magician/Illusion-MAN OF MYSTERY...Magician/Illusion-MAN OF MYSTERY...Magician/Illusion-
ist Brad Ross of Scotch Plains will performist Brad Ross of Scotch Plains will performist Brad Ross of Scotch Plains will performist Brad Ross of Scotch Plains will performist Brad Ross of Scotch Plains will perform
at Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson thisat Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson thisat Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson thisat Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson thisat Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson this
summer in a “full illusion show,” whichsummer in a “full illusion show,” whichsummer in a “full illusion show,” whichsummer in a “full illusion show,” whichsummer in a “full illusion show,” which
will include comedy, audience interaction,will include comedy, audience interaction,will include comedy, audience interaction,will include comedy, audience interaction,will include comedy, audience interaction,
and 8 to 10 major illusions.and 8 to 10 major illusions.and 8 to 10 major illusions.and 8 to 10 major illusions.and 8 to 10 major illusions.

PORTRAIT PERFECT…Scotch Plains resident Giselle Zeitler masters various mediums when capturing her diverse subjectPORTRAIT PERFECT…Scotch Plains resident Giselle Zeitler masters various mediums when capturing her diverse subjectPORTRAIT PERFECT…Scotch Plains resident Giselle Zeitler masters various mediums when capturing her diverse subjectPORTRAIT PERFECT…Scotch Plains resident Giselle Zeitler masters various mediums when capturing her diverse subjectPORTRAIT PERFECT…Scotch Plains resident Giselle Zeitler masters various mediums when capturing her diverse subject
matter. Pictured, left to right, are: “Sara,” a 16 x 20 oil on canvas created in 1998; “At the Baltic Sea,” a 24 x 18 oil on canvasmatter. Pictured, left to right, are: “Sara,” a 16 x 20 oil on canvas created in 1998; “At the Baltic Sea,” a 24 x 18 oil on canvasmatter. Pictured, left to right, are: “Sara,” a 16 x 20 oil on canvas created in 1998; “At the Baltic Sea,” a 24 x 18 oil on canvasmatter. Pictured, left to right, are: “Sara,” a 16 x 20 oil on canvas created in 1998; “At the Baltic Sea,” a 24 x 18 oil on canvasmatter. Pictured, left to right, are: “Sara,” a 16 x 20 oil on canvas created in 1998; “At the Baltic Sea,” a 24 x 18 oil on canvas
panel, painted in 1999; and “Nasi,” a 30 x 48 oil on canvas completed in 2002.panel, painted in 1999; and “Nasi,” a 30 x 48 oil on canvas completed in 2002.panel, painted in 1999; and “Nasi,” a 30 x 48 oil on canvas completed in 2002.panel, painted in 1999; and “Nasi,” a 30 x 48 oil on canvas completed in 2002.panel, painted in 1999; and “Nasi,” a 30 x 48 oil on canvas completed in 2002.

“Marie,” a 5-3/4 polymer clay sculpture.“Marie,” a 5-3/4 polymer clay sculpture.“Marie,” a 5-3/4 polymer clay sculpture.“Marie,” a 5-3/4 polymer clay sculpture.“Marie,” a 5-3/4 polymer clay sculpture.
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One of the best ways to learn
about different cultures is to read
about them. This idea is not lost on
publishers of children’s books, who
have started to include
multicultural offerings
on their front lists.
Here is a sampling of
what has recently be-
come available:

“Latino Stories to
Read Aloud” is a thick
volume of best-loved
selections from Latino
cultures written in
English and Spanish.
It includes both lan-
guage versions of sev-
eral childhood fables,
fairytales and myths, legends, riddles
and contemporary literary selections.
Historical biographies are included.
Edited by Maite Suarez-Rivas and
published by Black
Dog and Leventhal
Publishers, (2000).

“Lin Lin and the
Gulls” is a beginning
reader book adapted
from an ancient Chi-
nese myth. The actual
myth can be found in
the back of the book.
The story utilizes
phonics and sight
words to give those just
starting to read a
multicultural story to
remember. The author
is Laura Appleton-
Smith and the publisher is Flyleaf
Publishing (2003).

A young boy tells what it is like to
grow up in Chinatown in “My
Chinatown: A Year in Poems” by
Ken Mak (Harper Collins, 2002)
Realistic paintings complement the
poetry.

Mem Fox’s picture book, “Who-
ever You Are” (Harcourt Brace and
Co., 1997) takes the young reader

around the world in an attempt to
explain that while people of differ-
ent countries might look different
and live differently, we are more
alike than we are different.

The Smithsonian Institute in as-
sociation with Beyond
Words Publishing,
Inc. recently debuted
a series of books called
“My World: Young
Native Americans To-
day.” In the first book,
readers are introduced
to Naiche, a Native
boy who lives in Mary-
land. Full color pic-
tures accompany the
text as Naiche and his
family attend a Wak-
ening Mother Earth

Ceremony. Written by Gabrielle
Tayac (2002).

Folktales from Italy, Ghana, Scot-
land and Turkey, and many other

countries can be found
in “Tales Alive!” a col-
lection of 10
multicultural folktales
as retold by Susan
Milord (Williamson
Publishing, 1995).
Many ethnic crafts and
other hands-on activi-
ties are included in this
book.

When she was four
years old, Colibri was
kidnapped, and she
has spent the last four
years traveling around
Guatemala with

“uncle” looking for treasure.
“Colibri,” published by Farrar, Straus
and Giroux (2003), is recommended
by the publisher for ages 10 and up.
The Guatemalan setting plays a large
part in this novel, and gives the
reader a sense of the cultural rich-
ness of the country.

A book is like an airplane ticket —
it can take you anywhere in the
world you want to go. Bon voyage!

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The GGGGGrrrrreater Neater Neater Neater Neater Neeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Rersey Rersey Rersey Rersey Recorecorecorecorecorddddd
SSSSShohohohohowwwww will be held on Sunday, June 6,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Holiday
Inn, Route 22 West in Springfield.
Many vendors enable browsers to pick
up some real bargains, and, unlike online
auctions, to actually see and touch the
records they are buying. This may also
be an opportunity for some of you to get
rid of those old 45s and albums gather-
ing dust in your home. Admission is $5
for adults, $3 for seniors, and kids under
12 are admitted free. More information
is available at http://
w w w . i z z y m u s i c . c o m /
record_shows.htm, where you can also
print out the homepage for $1 off the
full price of admission.

* * * * * * *
The Little Opera Company of New

Jersey will present a free outdoor con-
cert, OOOOOpera Upera Upera Upera Upera Under the Snder the Snder the Snder the Snder the Stars,tars,tars,tars,tars, an
evening of operatic hits performed by
a professional line-up of opera singers,
along with the Little Opera Company
Chorus and Orchestra members. The
performance will be held at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, on
Thursday, June 10, at 7:30 p.m. Bring
a lawn chair and enjoy.

* * * * * * *
Join host Meriel Moctezuma and

guest artists for a presentation of Poet’s
Corner DDDDDonde onde onde onde onde VVVVVivivivivive La Pe La Pe La Pe La Pe La Poesia,oesia,oesia,oesia,oesia, a
bilingual program of classic and origi-
nal poetry performed in English and
Spanish. There will be performances
by some of the Metropolitan area’s
best poets and reciters in an intimate
setting – at the Galeria West, 121
Central Avenue in Westfield, on
Wednesday, June 9, from 7 to 9 p.m.
Tickets, available at the door, are $10.
They will be serving appetizers and a
complimentary glass of vino. Reserva-
tions are recommended, so call Teatro
Si at (908) 301-9496, or visit them at
www.teatrosi.com.

* * * * * * *
Shot entirely in Westfield and the

surrounding area, “““““As Cool as JAs Cool as JAs Cool as JAs Cool as JAs Cool as Jen-en-en-en-en-
nifernifernifernifernifer” ” ” ” ” is an independently produced
television pilot that director Paul
Basler hopes to sell to a cable net-
work. The cast and crew are hosting
a special screening at Westfield’s Rialto
Theatre on Monday, June 14, at 7:30
p.m., and then a second screening
for the public at 9 p.m. Tickets can
be purchased the evening of the
show. Come by and meet the crew of
this spy thriller. Check it out at
www.ascoolasjennifer.com.

* * * * * * *
TTTTTea & ‘ea & ‘ea & ‘ea & ‘ea & ‘TTTTTiquesiquesiquesiquesiques, an elegant after-

noon tea and antique sale, will be held
on various Victorian porches in
Plainfield’s Van Wyck Brooks His-
toric District. Walk along Central and
Madison Avenues on Sunday, June
13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for some
great pieces to add to your collection.
For more information, call (908) 753-
1802.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — After in-
terviewing Scotch Plains artist Giselle
Zeitler, it seems more appropriate
that a novel should be written in her
honor and not a mere article. But it’s
a start.

Born in Hamburg, West Germany,

Zeitler moved to the United States
with her family when she was 12,
traveling across the sea on the MS
Berlin. Her parents, whose war-torn
romance is a story worth telling in its
own right, wanted a better life for
their children and first settled in Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Zeitler said that she quickly lost

her German accent by watching tele-
vision news anchors. After three and
a half years in Utah, the artist and
her family settled in New York City,
where her formal art training began.

When asked how long she has
been painting, Zeitler replied, “It
probably started when I was in the
womb.”

Indeed, back in Hamburg, Zeitler
painted with watercolors on rainy
days and decorating her street with
chalk creations when it was sunny.

Unlike the average children play-
ing with chalk on the pavement,
young Giselle created block-long
pieces of art that the neighbors used
to come outside and critique. Often,
the artist herself handcrafted the
chalk in Plaster of Paris.

“My life has always been inter-
twined with drawing and painting,”
she told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In New York City, Zeitler was
lucky enough to attend Washing-
ton Irving High School, which was
the first school of its kind to offer
any kind of major art program. In
addition to her other studies, she
attended two periods of art per
day, and the rest, as they say, is
history.

A graduate of Douglass College in
New Brunswick with a degree in art,
Zeitler worked as a corporate inte-
rior designer for over a decade. Her
work has garnered several awards,
and adorned offices for the New York

City Opera and the Brew Master at
Anheuser Busch, among many oth-
ers.

However, as much as she enjoyed
interior design, she admitted, “Some-
thing was always missing if I couldn’t
paint.”

Today, the wife of an actuary at
Prudential and mother of two grown

children from a former marriage,
Zeitler paints fulltime in her studio
in Scotch Plains. Portraiture is a
main focus, although the artist is
also passionate about architecture
and also paints standing structures.

On an interesting side note, Zeitler
and her husband currently live in a
home that she designed herself.

When diagnosed with Lupus many
years ago, the artist thought she
would never paint again. She was
out of work for over a year, but
remained determined to persevere.
Terribly ill, she placed a cot in her
studio so that she could rest while
working on an important project.

After speaking with Zeitler, she
did not sound like the type of woman
that would let a debilitating illness
get in her way. Indeed, she hasn’t.

Her portraits are so full of life and
accuracy that they are almost sur-
real. Her subjects on canvas appear
to be sitting in the room with you. It
is magical work.

Her artwork keeps her busy, as
does her husband and several cats
and a dog. It is clear that the artist
has found her niche in life and her
journey is only beginning.

To commission a portrait or to see
some of Zeitler’s work, please visit
GiseleZeitlerstudios.com.

See Zeitler’s Art inColor:See Zeitler’s Art inColor:See Zeitler’s Art inColor:See Zeitler’s Art inColor:See Zeitler’s Art inColor:
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Roselle Park
resident and member of the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield, Mary Beth
McFall, has a special way of shar-
ing her gift of playing the piano
with others. She is an accompa-
nist.

“There is a big difference be-
tween playing solo piano and play-
ing with another person,” McFall
explained. “When you accompany
another performer, you must be
sensitive to the other person. Your
performances need to become as
one.”

McFall believes the ability to
accompany is an art, and although
she enjoys it, she admits that ac-
companying others means a loss of
creative freedom.

“An accompanist is not free to
play as she chooses,” said McFall.
“You must discuss your perfor-
mance with all the performers in-
volved. The goal is to have one line
flowing from all the performers.
Not everyone who plays the piano
can be an accompanist.”

McFall, who also plays harpsi-
chord, got her start at accompani-
ment early in life. She began study-
ing the piano when she was eight
years old. Soon, she began accom-
panying her brothers, who played
the violin.

“This experience helped solidify
what I wanted to do,” she said.

After obtaining a bachelor’s de-
gree in music from Wittenberg
University in Springfield Ohio,
McFall furthered her musical edu-
cation by attending the American
Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS)
in Graz, Austria immediately after
graduation.

Many of McFall’s fellow students
at the AIMS were opera singers in
the process of obtaining their nec-
essary European experience. This
first foray into the real world was a
real eye-opener for McFall.

“It was very competitive situa-
tion,” she said.

In addition to her monthly ac-
companiment of singers, ensembles
and choruses as part of the Musical
Club of Westfield, McFall also
shares her talent by teaching mu-
sic. For the last 12 years, two days
a week, she has taught preschool
students at the Beverly Amman
Egenolf Early Childhood Center
in Elizabeth.

“I teach the children movement
and songs,” said McFall. “Chil-
dren at this age are so ready to
absorb music. Their eyes and ears
are wide open.”

McFall, who also sings, shares
her love of music with her husband,
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – “Rivers’ Edge:
The Weezer Story” by Westfield resi-
dent John Luerssen and published
by ECW Press, will be available on
stands in late June.

The book documents the rise of
the band from lead
musician Rivers
Cuomo’s begin-
nings as a failure on
Hollywood’s hair
metal scene to his
reinvention of him-
self as Weezer’s
leader.

A music journal-
ist and fourth gen-
eration Westfielder,
Luerssen uncovers
what really hap-
pened during
Weezer’s hiatus and
subsequent re-
emergence in 2000,
which was deemed
one of the most successful come-
backs in music history.

Luerssen’s book also focuses in on
the eccentric frontman’s life at
Harvard, the rift and reconciliation
between Cuomo and original bassist
Matt Sharp, and explores the sur-
prising and optimistic future of the
band.

The book features interviews with
members of Cuomo’s pre-Weezer
metal band Avant Garde, founding
Weezer bassist Matt Sharp, Sixty
Wrong Sausages guitarist Jason Crop-
per, producer Ric Ocasek, current
guitarist Brian Bell, drummer Patrick
Wilson, Cherielynn Westrich of the
Rentals, plus alums of the Rivers’
Cuomo Band (his 1997 Boston-based
side project) to name a few.

“I didn’t sugarcoat anything here,
but obviously I’m an enormous
Weezer fan or I wouldn’t have poured
so much effort into this book,” said
Luerssen, who devoted more than a
year to the project.

“Sure Rivers is
eccentric and con-
trolling, but Weezer
is his band. They’re
his songs. And ob-
viously, like anyone,
he’s done quite a bit
of evolving over the
years, especially in
the last few. But un-
like most people,
he’s done a lot of
growing up in pub-
lic,” Luerssen
added.

“I’m hopeful that
the modern rock
fans in my home-
town can get behind

the book,” he added. “As a product
of Westfield, it’s really amazing to
me how many people I know from
my youth that have gone on to noto-
riety in bands, as journalists, or are
working at record labels or in broad-
casting. And everyone has always
been really supportive of one an-
other.”

The book can be pre-ordered now
on Amazon.com at a 30 percent dis-
count off of the $17.95 cover price.

Luerssen is a veteran contributor
to Rolling Stone, Billboard, Mean
Street and All Music Guide. He lives
in Westfield with his wife, Heidi,
three children, Meredith, Hayley and
Jack.

He wrote his first record review, of
The Smiths’ Meat Is Murder disc, for

the Westfield High School student-
run newspaper, Hi’s Eye, in 1985. His
first book, “Mouthing Off - A Book of
Rock & Roll Quotes,” was published
in 2002 and received coverage and
accolades on National Public Radio,
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Michael Tullo,

a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2004
semester at the New England In-
stitute for Art in Brookline, Mass.

He is majoring in recording arts
and is currently interning at Bristol
Studios in Boston.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Paul
Sweedlund, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ole Sweedlund of Scotch Plains, re-
ceived a Bachelor of Music degree in
Music Business from New York Uni-
versity on May 10.

BOWLED OVER…Bruce Long ofBOWLED OVER…Bruce Long ofBOWLED OVER…Bruce Long ofBOWLED OVER…Bruce Long ofBOWLED OVER…Bruce Long of
Westfield captured First Place in theWestfield captured First Place in theWestfield captured First Place in theWestfield captured First Place in theWestfield captured First Place in the
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