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Ridgewood Gets Inside Track,
Stops Blue Devil Laxers, 13-8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

FSPY Gymnasts Capture
State ‘Y’ ‘C’ Division Title

Comcast Cablevision Captures
Jim Airey ALS Softball Title

The Comcast Cablevision men’s
softball team, playing in its first Jim
and Susan Airey ALS Tournament,
won three games to take home the
winner’s trophy. Comcast, a team
that Jim Airey played for before be-
coming ill, appropriately wore soft-
ball shirts bearing his initials and
number having dedicated their sea-
son to his memory.

Comcast defeated Jimmy’s Kids, a
team composed of Jim’s son Scott and
his nieces and nephews, and Camfil to
reach the finals. In the finals, Comcast
topped Your Tops, 5-0.

After a scoreless two innings,

Comcast scored a run in the third
inning and four more in the fourth.
Comcast sent seven men to the plate
and recorded five hits in the fourth.
Your Tops threatened in the sixth but
Comcast’s defense prevailed. Angelo
Corbo and Tom Lombardi each had
two hits for Comcast.

Both teams received trophies.
Comcast manager Dom Deo ex-
pressed his gratitude to the tourna-
ment committee and sympathy to
Jim’s family. His most impression-
able comments, however, were with
regard to Jim Airey’s ability as a
softball player.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) hosted the New Jer-
sey YMCA girls Gymnastic League
“C” Division State Championships
on May 16. FSPY won the title with
a season-high 94.5 points. Montclair
placed second at 83.9 and South
Mountain placed third at 78.95.

Katie Buchbinder was named the
9-and-under All-Around champion.
She earned gold on vault and uneven
bars and silver on balance beam and
floor exercise. Kaitlyn Frey took sec-
ond All-Around, won beam and floor
and took second on unevens.

Sarah VanBuskirk won the age 10
All-Around title and also won vault,
unevens and floor. She took second

on beam. Alivia DeMaria took sec-
ond All-Around, won the beam, took
second on vault and unevens and
third on floor. Alexa Uvino took third
All-Around and third on vault and
unevens. Lisa Matrale took second
on floor.

Hannah Kronick won the age 11
All-Around and won vault, unevens
and floor and placed third on beam.
Tori Berman took second All-Around
and second on the vault, beam and
floor. She also took third on unevens.
Kelsey Herbig took bronze on floor.

Kristen Schmicker won All-
Around for age 12. She won the
beam and vault and took second on
unevens.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

50+ DIVISION 1 (May 29):
TEAM W L
Antone’s Pub & Grill 6 2
Comcast Cablevision 6 2
D&K Associates 5 3
Irish Pub 5 3

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 3 1
The Office 5 4
Awnings Galore 4 4
Northwestern Mutual 4 5
Union Center National Bank 2 7
Crest Refrigeration 0 9

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 4 1
Il Giordino’s Ristorante 4 1
L.A. Law 1 4
Legg Mason 1 4

Antone’s 12, Comcast 6
Antone’s overcame a 6-1 deficit

after two innings.
Irish Pub 9, D&K Associates 2

Irish Pub played great defense. Ray
Pelesko went 3-for-3 and Carmen
Coppolla, John Symczak, O’Brien,
Streep and Tony Orlando each went
2-for-2.

M&J Roofing 25, Northwestern
Mutual 15

Pete Osborn’s two-run triple gave
NWM the early lead, but the entire
M&J lineup produced over 20 hits.

The Office 11, Union Center Na-
tional Bank 3

Bill Hinkle and Tony Zarvos led
the Office to victory. The Office scored
five runs in the sixth inning. Larry
Rehak, Chip Weiss, Jim Donnelly
and Tom McNulty had two hits each.
Pitcher Ken Dunbar went the dis-
tance, allowing only nine hits and
walking none. For the Bankers, Joe
Miteratonda, Dan D’arcy, and Alan
Schachman each were 2-for-2.
Awnings Galore 22, Crest 4

Pitcher Tom Pasko, who had three
hits, gave up only five hits to Crest. Ten
Awnings players had multiple hits.

Awnings Galore 2, Union Center
National Bank 1

Tom Pasko took a no-hitter into the
seventh inning. UCNB spoiled the
no-hitter and tied the score on an
unearned run with two outs in the top
of the seventh. Fred Ratajczhk and
Bob Rahnenfuher got base hits for
Awnings then Bruce Crawford drove
in the winning run in the bottom of
the inning. Bankers Jim D’arcy and
Sal LaBella made outstanding defen-
sive plays. Both pitchers and de-
fenses were exceptional.

Northwestern Mutual 13, Crest 12
Crest opened an early lead and

seemed to be headed for its first vic-
tory. NWM scored four runs in the
fifth and two more in the sixth for an
8-8 tie then added five more in the
seventh. Crest rallied with two outs
and had the tying run racing for the
plate on a liner over the infield that
was denied by a running shoestring
catch by NWM outfielder Ed
McColgan. Wayne Morse had three
hits for NWM and Rich Polinitza,
Tom Murray, Bob Bierman and Ed
McColgan each had two hits.
Creative Induatries 13, Legg Ma-
son 0

Art Kopacz pitched a seven hit
shutout for Creative, backed by three
hits each by Charlie Lehman, Ray
Cozzerelli, Demo Cervelli and Eddie
Malko.

Il Giordino’s 10, L.A. Law 5
Creatice Industries 22, L.A. Law 4

Joe Addocio, Charlie Lehman and
Richie Vitaliano each had three hits
for Creative. Art Kopacz earned the
victory with a nine hitter.
Ill Giordino’s 15, Legg Mason 4

flicked in three goals and had two
assists while Pat Hamilton and Pat
Bain each had two goals for
Ridgewood.

Ridgewood led in ground balls,
49-40, but got a 16-8 drop on the
Blue Devils in that category in the
first quarter and carried a 4-1 lead
into the second quarter. First, the
Maroon connected on two goals from
less than five yards away, but Schott
made a great interception and even-
tually got the ball to Loffredo, who
charged inside and scored. Unfortu-
nately for Westfield, Hamilton struck
gold with 18 seconds remaining and
Chris Harnes made the score 4-1
with less than a second left.

MacDonald, assisted by
Sinnenberg, scored early in the sec-
ond quarter, but Hamilton’s goal kept
the Maroon’s lead at three until
Hogarth shoveled in an underhanded
shot to make the score 5-3. Once
again, lightening struck when Pucci
and Brian Davis fired in back-to-
back goals with less than two min-
utes left in the half.

Willis gave the Maroon an 8-3
lead three minutes into the third quar-
ter, but MacDonald and Gallagher
got the Blue Devils back in conten-
tion with goals. Three-straight crip-
pling blows came in the final two
minutes of the third quarter when
Willis, Derek Pilipiak and Greg
Marcy hit from point-blank range.

Westfield’s best offensive surge
came in the final quarter. Loffredo,
Schott and Lau each flicked in goals,

but the Blue Devils’ could have been
even more successful had it not been
for the brilliantly quick reactions of
Maroon goalie Andrew Watson who
rejected eight attempts. Watson fin-
ished with 13 saves. Blue Devil goalie
Chris Zaffuto made 16 saves, several
outstanding.

“Both goalies did very well to-
day,” Benaquista pointed out. “We
took some quality shots and he came
up with some big saves. We needed
to take more shots early in the game.
We knew what we had to do. We had
to play a perfect game.”
Westfield 1 2 2 3 8
Ridgewood 4 3 4 2 13

Blue Devil Laxers Tip
No. 14 Shawnee, 9-8

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team shocked previously
undefeated, No. 14, 17-1 Shawnee,
9-8, in the Group 3 Tournament in
Medford on May 25. Andrew Schott
netted a goal with 51 seconds re-
maining in regulation and Chris
MacDonald added the winner in over-
time.

Taylor Hogarth netted three goals,
freshman Ryan Yarusi scored a goal
and two assists and Jourdan Loffredo
flicked in a goal and added an assist
for the 9-10 Blue Devils. Brady Lau
had three assists and goalie Chris
Zaffuto made 15 saves.

Viking S’ballers Nip
Highlanders, 3-2

The Union Catholic High School
girls softball team improved to 18-3
with a 3-2 victory in eight innings
over Governor Livingston in Berke-
ley Heights on May 26. Brittany
Steiner thumped a triple and scored
on Danielle Chapla’s single in the
eighth inning.

Steiner finished with two triples,
Chapla finished with four hits and
Casey DePalma blasted a solo home
run. Jen Masters and Marissa Basile
had singles for the 18-10 Highlanders.

Leonardis Named FDU
Female Athlete of Year
MADISON – Fairleigh Dickinson

University-Florham (FDU) senior
Kristen Leonardis of Westfield was
named the Robert T. Shields Female
Athlete of the Year. The award is named
for FDU’s first athletic director.

Leonardis was named to the Sec-
ond Team All-Atlantic Region by the
National Field Hockey Coaches As-
sociation. She was also named First
Team All-Freedom Conference, lead-
ing the conference with 21 goals this
season. She also led the conference
with six game-winning goals and
shots with 80. Her 21 goals and 43
total points both rank as the second-
most ever in a season at FDU. She is
second all-time in career goals at
FDU with 34 and points with 81.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHARGING TOWARD THE MAROON GOAL…Blue Devil Greg Kivetz
hustles toward the Maroon goal area in the Group 3 finals against Ridgewood.ACCEPTING THE TROPHY…Comcast manager Dom Deo accepts the trophy

and makes a speech after his team won the Jim Airey ALS Softball champion-
ship game at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.




