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Warriors Nip Blue Devils, 4-3,
In Section Semifinal Baseball
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SPF Raider Nine Jars
A. L. Johnson, 3-1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team improved its
record to 17-5 with a 3-1 victory over
A. L. Johnson in Scotch Plains on
May 26. Jared Montagna tossed a
six-hitter, struck out three and walked
two for the Raiders.

James Scalfaro belted a solo home
run and Ed Zazzali ripped an RBI
single in the bottom of the sixth
inning. Vince Caparaso had an RBI
double for the 8-13 Crusaders.

made an unassisted play at second
and fired home as Kristen Loux
stormed home, but Musacchia made
the tag and hung on for the putout.

“I have Coach Pignoli to thank
because she always has us on the side
working foul pops, the little dives,
blocks and all the small stuff,” said
Musacchia. “She just drilled it into
our heads and it’s really paid off.
When their runner came barreling
in, I knew I needed to hold on and I
did. It was amazing.”

Commenting on the RBI,
Musacchia added, “As a senior, I
knew this was my last time at the
plate and I wanted it so badly so it
was definitely time. I switched bats
with a little lighter one where the
grip was smaller and it allowed me
to come around a lot quicker. For-
tunately, it delivered what I had
hoped for.”

In the 12th with Pignoli complain-
ing to her team, “I’m lonely at third.

I haven’t seen anyone all day,” lead-
off batter Mary Kate Flannery con-
nected with a slap bunt and burst
safely to first on an error. She hustled
to second on Katie Smith’s sacrifice,
then reached third on a wild pitch.
Musacchia spanked a single to cen-
ter sending Flannery home.

“I’m very happy Flannery got that
bunt down with two strikes because
that’s not an easy thing to do,” said
Pignoli.

In the bottom of the 12th, Gelmetti
found herself glaring at a Hawk that
settled on first. Next, Fietkiewicz
initiated her double play.

“We came in here with a tremen-
dous amount of heart and I believe
that’s what won it for us,” said
Fietkiewicz. “After a while we for-
got what inning we were in. We
simply continued to play every in-
ning the best we could. We remained
focused, played a flawless game and
won it.”

Frost, who recorded 19 putouts,
added, “Kietkiewicz’s double plays
were extremely huge and I was fortu-
nate to get that slow ground ball to
end it. The girls were making really
great throws, so it wasn’t very diffi-
cult for me. Just two scoops and that
was it. We fought so hard this entire
season and it showed how much heart
this team has. Finally, after four years,
it all paid off. As seniors, we dug
really, really deep. We pumped ev-
eryone up for this game and it all
worked out at the end. I can’t explain
the feeling; it’s that great!”
Westfield 000 000 000 001 1
J.P. Stevens 000 000 000 000 0

MENCH RIPS 2-RBI TRIPLE, GELMETTI WINS NO. 14

Blue Devil Softballers Ruffle
Eagles, 3-2, in Section Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team emerged with a 3-2 victory
over Edison in the semifinal round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
tournament in Westfield on May 23.
Westfield broke through with three
runs in the bottom of the third on a
fielders’ choice by Lauren Musacchia
and a two-run triple by Marilyn
Mench. Edison’s Lyndsey Balinskas
doubled and scored twice.

Defensively, shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz was short of spectacular
and recorded nine putouts. Danielle
Palenchar excelled with four spec-
tacular snags in center and second
baseman Katie Smith hauled in two.

“Fietkiewicz had her best game of
the season. I just can’t say enough
about her play today, particularly in
the first inning when we got our-
selves in trouble when we made a
couple of errors and allowed a walk.
She made two putouts going home
and it shut them off to one run. That
was really huge,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “Palenchar
covered so much ground and made
some really fantastic grabs. She
makes it look easy because she’s
quick and gets a jump on the ball.
Katie Smith made a couple of nice
plays at two and Mench had a couple
of nice plays at three and came up
with the huge hit. She’s a great little
athlete and is becoming a great little
softball player.”

The Eagles took a 1-0 lead in the
top of the first inning on a bases-
loaded RBI single by catcher Vicki
Lanzai. After two miscues, the Blue
Devil defense tightened highlighted
by back-to-back plays by Fietkiewicz
to Musacchia at home for the outs.

“In a big game you kind of get
nervous. You win it or you don’t,”
explained Blue Devil pitcher Lauren
Gelmetti who scattered six hits, sat
down two and walked one. “The
errors were mental, not physical. I
loosened up eventually and every-
thing started moving better and the
entire defense settled down. This
was a huge win for us. It was a very
up and down game, but we made the
great plays when we needed them. I
believe our heart is what carried us
through and gave us this win.”

In the bottom of the third, Danielle
Coleman worked a free pass, Smith,
who finished with three hits in the
game, poked a single to right and
Gelmetti trampled safely to first on
an error. Musacchia delivered
Coleman home on a sacrifice to cen-
ter and Mench bashed her two-run
triple into deep centerfield.

“I was just looking for just any-
thing to drive them in,” explained
Mench. “With two strikes against
me, she served me an outside fastball.
That ended up becoming a bigger hit
than I expected and it won the game
for us.”

The Eagles threatened in the sev-
enth. Balinskas singled, stole second
and scored on an errant throw to
close the score to, 3-2. Then, with an
Eagle perched on third, Fietkiewicz
scooped up a grounder and rifled to
Jenny Frost at first for the clincher.

“We knew that the odds were go-
ing against us because according to
the newspapers Edison and J.P
Stevens were picked as the finalists,
but we proved them wrong,” said
Fietkiewicz. “We kept our heads in
it, we stayed focused and made the
plays. Offensively, their pitcher was
throwing outside so I moved in, up in
the box and took away her drop, then
tried my best to hit it.”

“I must give Fietkiewicz, our lead-
off hitter, a lot of credit when she
came up with that single after we
gave up the run in the first. That was

really huge,” noted Pignoli. “Al-
though it didn’t turn into runs, she set
the tone for the rest of the bats in
those first few innings. I thought this
team stepped into that box expecting
to get hits and they certainly did.”
Edison (15-11) 100 000 1 2
Westfield (15-8) 003 000 x 3

Blue Devils Cage Hawks, 1-0,
In 12th for Sectional Crown
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High School Softball
Sectional Tourney:

MAY 25 (NJ, SEC. 2, GROUP 4)
SEMIFINALS:

Westfield 3, Edison 2
See exclusive story.

CENTRAL, SEC. 2, GROUP 1:
Roselle Park 1, Brearley 0

Becky Riccitelli tossed a one-hit-
ter and struck out 13 for the 20-2
Panthers.
Middlesex 8, New Providence 2

Keri Ecker singled and scored for
New Providence.

MAY 27 (NJ, SEC. 2, GROUP 4)
CHAMPIONSHIP:

Westfield 1, J. P. Stevens 0 (12
innings)

See exclusive story.

NORTH, PAROCHIAL A:
SEMIFINALS:

Mount St. Dominic 2, Union Catho-
lic 0

The Mount scored two runs in the
top of the ninth inning and pitcher
Katie Norton recorded nine strikeouts
and one walk. Nicole Palumbo had a
single for 18-4 Union Catholic.
CENTRAL, SEC. 2, GROUP 1:

CHAMPIONSHIP:
Middlesex 1, Roselle Park 0 (10
innings)

The 20-3 Panthers were limited to
four hits and only one hitter reached
second base. Lindsey Hopper looped
an RBI single in the 10th to give 21-
1 Middlesex the title.

The 15-7 Blue Devils manufac-
tured the tying run in the seventh.
Kim reached first on an error, stole
second, tagged up and slid into third
on Ken Wichoski’s fly out to center
and scored on Dan Clark’s sac fly to
right.

“That was heads up on his part,”
said Brewster of Kim. “I don’t know
if I would have run from second to
third, but I don’t have the speed of
Sam. That kid had a gun. It’s one of
the things about being a coach. You
got to respect the kid’s decision on
those plays, because bang, bang, if
he hesitates, he’s out!”

In the ninth, Spurr drilled his
double to center, Gianinni was inten-

tionally walked and Norris looped a
fading single into left for the even-
tual winning run.

“They got a couple of key base hits
for him and that’s it. That’s baseball!
I will take my chances, the way we
played this, every time. All we need
to do is make a play here, a play there
and it turns the ballgame around. We
learned a lot from this game. We
have a lot coming back next year,”
Brewster said. “That’s a good club
over there, Watchung Hills. All the
credit to them! They got the big base
hits. That’s why they are a good
club.”
Watchung Hills 011 001 001 4
Westfield 000 011 100 3

High School Baseball
Sectional Tourney:

MAY 25 (NJ SEC. 2, GROUP 4)
SEMIFINALS:

Watchung Hills 4, Westfield 3 (9
innings)

See Exclusive story
Union 8, Kearny 4

Steve Blumetti tossed a six-hitter
and fanned 13 Kardinals and John
Dennis had a triple, a double and five
RBI for the 17-9 Farmers.

CENTRAL SEC. 2, GROUP 1:
SEMIFINALS:

New Providence 5, Roselle Park 1
Tony Wargo fanned 12 Panthers

and walked two while scattering four
hits for the 17-7 Pioneers. Wargo also
went 3-for-4, including an RBI double.
Brearley 2, South Amboy 0

Vinny Russo pitched a one-hitter
and struck out 11 for the Bears.
MAY 28 (CJ SEC. 2, GROUP 1)

CHAMPIONSHIP:
New Providence 7, Brearley 1

Scott Savarese went 2-for-3 with
two runs scored and an RBI and
Corey Cattano had two hits and an
RBI for the 17-7 Pioneers.
MAY 30 (NJ SEC. 2, GROUP 4)

CHAMPIONSHIP:
Watchung Hills 4, Union 1

Matt Giannini (9-1) pitched a five-
hitter for the Warriors and Chris
Norris drilled a two-run double.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING INTO EXTRA INNINGS…Blue Devil Mike Murray stands at the
plate in the eighth inning. Murray rapped a game-tying RBI double in the sixth
inning.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING ANOTHER DOUBLE PLAY…Blue Devil shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz turned two key double plays in the championship game against J. P.
Stevens.

Devils, Raiders Share
WC Baseball Crown
The  baseball game between the

Westfield High School baseball
team and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
scheduled for June 1 in Scotch
Plains has been cancelled.

The winner of the game would
have been the outright winner of
the Watchung Conference National
Division. As a result, both teams
became co-champions.




